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INTRODUCTION. 


The present volume, No. 3 of the Avifauna, completes the 
work in so far as it deals with the Passeres. In the three 
volumes are contained 303 genera, 786 species, or a total 
of 1336 species and subspecies. In the first edition of the 
Avifauna the Passeres were contained in two volumes the 
total number o£ genera being 313 and the total 
species 936. Oates, however, did not include the family 
Eurylaimtdw in the Passeres and this would add 6 o-enera 
and 9 species recognized at that time and would have 

nought the totals of genera and species up to 319 and 945 
respectively. 

Although the actual number of species dealt with in the 
present three volumes is only 786 it must be remembered 
that a very large number of forms accepted by Blanford and 
Oates as full species were, in reality, nothing more than 
geographical races. In 1895 the division of species into 
subspecies had not been accepted and, in consequence, many 
geographical races were exalted to the position of species, 
a status to which they had no right whilst, on the other 
hand, many others equally good were totally ignored. 

In addition to the birds enumerated in the first edition, 
a certain number of entirely new species have been 
discovered, more especially in Burma. A certain number, 
also, of birds from adjoining countries have now been 

a 2 


MINIS Tf)y 



[ 

iv IKTEODTJOTIOIS’. 

recorded as having been obtained within the Indian Empire. 
It is, however, due principally to the proper defining of the 
geographical races that there is so great an increase in the 
number of birds dealt with and this is what we should 
expect to find in so vast a country as that dealt with in the 
limits of this work. 

• *p ( - i 

The present volume contains 509 pages, 7 coloured 
illustrations and 90 woodcuts ; in addition to these is given 
a map showing the region dealt with in the Fauna of India 
Series and upon this map will be found the great majority 

of the names of the places referred to. 
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The woodcuts are reproduced from the first edition of the 
Avifauna, whilst the coloured plates are the work of the 
author. 



No one who has not read and re-read this volume can 
appreciate the immense labour and wide learning of the 
author. The large number of facts mentioned under each 
species or subspecies is enormous, and that the highest 
degree of accuracy possible has been obtained is due to the 
learning, industry and painstaking care of the author. 


February 1926. 


A. E. SHIPLEY. 




PREFACE. 


In completing the third volume o£ the ‘ Avifauna of British 
India ’ the Author feels that the most difficult part of his 
work has been accomplished and it seems an opportune 
moment to express his thanks to all those who have helped 
him. In the first place his gratitude is due to the authorities 
of the Natural History Museum who have done everything 
in their power to facilitate.the execution of his work and to 
place at his disposal the unrivalled collections of Indian 
birds and the magnificent library. To the Staff of the 
Ornithological Section he is deeply indebted for the constant 
assistance given and the courtesy shown him and he would 
like especially to mention Dr. P. Lowe, Mr. N. Kinnear 
and Mr. J. Wells. To Dr. Hartert and others who have 
kindly read portions of his manuscript his thanks are also 
due whilst he recognizes that it is almost impossible to 
realize the immense amount of work that has fallen upon 
the Editor, Sir A. E. Shipley, especially in the way of 
proof-reading, carried out with a thoroughness and success 
which would have been impossible had he not had at his 
disposal the resources of a great University as well as those 
of the finest Libraries and Collections within the Empire. 

The Author would like to draw attention to the fact that 
in any work on Natural History it is impossible to dosign 
any sequence for orders, families and genera which shall be 
entirely satisfactory. Unfortunately for the Ornithologist, 
no consecutive arrangement of Families can give a proper 
idea of how they interlink, one into another ; the only 
satisfactory manner of dealing with the; Aves would be by a 
genealogical tree, branching in all directions from the one 
great parent branch. 

E. C. STUART BAKER. 


February, 1926. 
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Family IRENIDiE. 

Stoliczka, J. A.S. B., xxxix, p. 318 (1870). 

Type, Irena puella. 

The characters of the only genus and the family are the same. 

The position of this bird is one of some difficulty, as it appears 
to have no very near relations among other families. 

The young are heavily streaked, showing in this respect an 
approach to the Orioliclce. 

The bill is nearly as long as the head, stout, rather curved and 
slightly notched at the tip ; the nostrils are oval and partly con¬ 
cealed by the frontal plumes and the rictal bristles are well 
developed. A few hairs spring from the nape, a character which 
induced Oates to place these birds near the Bulbuls in his Cratero- 
poclidce. The wing is long but rounded, the 4th quill longest • 
the tarsus very short but stout as in Oochoa. The under’and 
upper tail-coverts are very long, in one race reaching to the tip 
of the tail, which is rather short. 

Genus IRENA. 

Irena Horsf., Trans. L.S., xiii, p. 153 (1822). 

Type, Irena puella. 

Horslield himself designates puella as the type. Characters 
those of the family. 

Irena puella. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper and under tail-coverts reaching' to within 

about an inch and a half to an inch of the tip 

of the tail . 

B. Upper and under tail-coverts reaching to within 

a few millimetres of the tip of the tail, or 

equally long . .... 

(950) Irena puella puella. 

The Fairy Blue-biud. 

Coracias puella Lath., lud. Orn., i, p. 171 (1790) (India). 

Irena puella. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 240. 

Vernaculai names. I Inet-pyu-sute (Burmese) 5 Dcio-Gtitang 
(Cachari); Pana-lcara-lcuravi (Tel.). 

YOL. III. U > 


/. p. puella, p. L 
I. p . cyanea , p. 3. 
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2 IRENIDiE. 

Description.— Adult male. Crown, nape, back to upper tail- 
coverts, lesser and median wing-coverts brilliant ultramarine, 
generally tinged with lilac; remainder of plumage deep velvety 
black- the inner greater coverts tipped with ultramarine. In 
very freshly-moulted birds the blade parts in certain lights have 
deep blue reflections. ' 

Colours of soft parts. Iris orange-chrome to crimson ; bill, legs 

and feet black. . , 01 , 

Measurements. Total length about 270 mm.; wing 121 to 
135 mm.; tail 89 to 107 mm.; tarsus 18 to 19 mm.; culrnen 

21 to 23 mm. 

Female. Cores and round the eye blackish ; quills dark brown; 
greater coverts and secondaries suffused with green; tail dar' 
brown, the two central feathers and tips of next two pairs 
suffused with ultramarine; remainder of plumage dull blue-gieen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris orange to vermilion ; bill, feet and 
daws black. 

Measurements. Wing 118 to 187 mm. 
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Fig. 1.-—Head of I. p. puella . 

Young male similar to the female but with the feathers of the 
nnner parts fringed with brighter blue, varying much in degree. 

P lt is very difficult to say whether the adult plumage is acquired 
bv moult or by pigmentation of the feathers Many specimens 
in the British Museum seem to be acquiring the change of coloui 
by moult, whilst in other specimens the feathers tb^dves seem 
to be changing colour; this refers both to the black and blue 

P tSe' ft, upper part, be|u 7 streaked with 

Distribution. Lower hills of Travancore, Malabar, Nilgivis and 
adjoining ranges, north to Nelliampathy Hills and Kanara. 
Himalayas from Sikkim and Bhutan to Eastern Assam ; the whole 
of Burma, Siam, Annam, Cochin China and South to the Malay 
Peninsula, where it grades into the next race, I. p.cyanea. 

The type-locality of /. p. puella may be restricted to Malabar. 
Nidification. The Fairy Blue-bird breeds from the South of 
Travancore to Kanara anil Kbandesh from February to June but 
principally in March and April. Davison and Bingham took 
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nests in April in Tenasserim, whilst in the Assam Hills it breeds 
in May and early .Tuue. The nest is a rather flimsy, shallow cup 
of roots, fine twigs and tendrils, much mixed with moss and lined 
with moss-roots. It may he placed on any high bush or small 
sapling between eight and twenty feet from the ground but, 
practically invariably, in evergreen forest. The eggs are always’ 
two in number; in shape rather long ovals though obtuse at the 
smaller end. In colour the ground varies from a pale grey stone- 
colour to a rather warm buff or reddish grey. The markings 
consist of rather longitudinal blotches of dull neutral-tint brown; 
in some they are all very grey in colour, in others they are a 
purer redder brown. The secondary marks are more mottled in 
character and are grey, greenisn grey, or purplish neutral tint. 
In the majority of (he eggs the marks are numerous everywhere 
in others more scanty and confined principally to the larger 
end. Forty eggs average 28-2x20-2 mm. : maxima 307 x 20-5 
and 80-5 x 21-3 ram.; minima 25-3 X 19-3 and 28-2 x 18 9 mm 
Habits. This beautiful bird is an inhabitant of evergreen forests 
at ow levels, being found occasionally in the foot-hills under 
oOO feet and wandering as high as some 4,000 feet or even 5 000 
I have only seen it in pairs but, where more common, it is said to 
associate in small parties. It affects both the lower bushes and 
high trees, feeding on the fruit of both as available. It has 
the quick, level flight of a Thrush and is a shy, retir ng bird 
resenting observation. - y Llinn t> °uu, 
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(951) Irena puella cyanea. 

The Malay Fairy Blue-bird. 

Le ^ n J anea Be ff bie > Malayan Peninsula, p. 516 (1834) (Malayan 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Male and female only differ from the same sexes 
of the Indian Fairy Blue-bird in having longer upper and lower 
tail-coverts, the latter reaching almost to the tip of the tail. 
This feature varies however very considerably, and individuals 
are met with over the whole of the Malayan Peninsula with 
coverts almost as short as those of the Northern form. 

Colours of soft parts as in I. p. puella . 

Measurements. Wing 115 to 125 mm. ; tail 85 to 95 mm. • 
tarsus 18 mm.; culmen 21 to 22 ram. male, 19 to 20 mm! 
female. , 

Distribution. Malay Peninsula. I have seen oue specimen 
from South of Mergni which must be referred to, (his race. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird. 




4 


OUIOLIIUC. 


Family 0R10LIDJ|. 

■Tilts intrinsic muscles of syrinx fixed to the ends of the bronchial 
semi-rino's ; the edges of both mandibles/are smooth, the upper 
one simply notched; hinder aspect of tarsus smooth, composed 
of two entire longitudinal laminae; wing with ten primaries; 
tengue non-tubnlar; nostrils clear of the line of the forehead, 
the lower edge of the nostril nearer to the commissure than the 
upper edge is to the culmen ; plumage of the nestlings streaked; 
rictal bristles present; rectrices 12; the female generally duller 
than the male ; an Autumn moult only. ,. . 

The family Oriolidce comprises a number of birds touud 
throughout the tropical and temperate regions of the Old World 
and represented in America by the genera Mimeta and Spheco- 
theres. In the Cat. Birds Sharpe included the first of these m 
Oriolus . 


Genus ORIOLUS. 

Oriolus Linn,, Syst. Nat., 12th ed., i, p. 160 (1766). 

Type, Oriolus galbula (=0- oriolus). 

This genus comprises five Indian species of birds, some of 
which are known over the greater part of India under the trivial 
mine of “Mango bird.” The prevailing colour of this genus is 
yellow and black, in one species only being red and black. ' 
Lung are densely streaked below and retain traces of t hese streaks 
in tbeir plumage for some time, the males until the end ot their 
second year and the females for longer still. 

In this genus the bill is about as long as the head, the culmen 
is generally curved and the tip notched and bent; be ; nostrds 
are lengthened and exposed; the rictalbristles.are> fairly strong 
the head is never crested; the wing is long and pointed vit 1, 
first primary longer than half the second; the ai 
shorter than the wing and slightly graduated : the tarsus is short 

iiud scutellated. 


Key to Species. 

A. General colour black and yellow. 

a , Crown yellow or greenish yellow ; 

nape black...* 

b. Both nape and crown yellow or 

greenish yellow. 

a'/Wing over 130 mm. 

V Wing under 120 min. 


O. chinemis , p. 7. 

0. oriolus , p. 5. 

0. xanthonotus , $, p. 13. 
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c. Whole nape and crown black. 

c'. Abdomen white or yellowish white 

streaked with black.. O. xantlwnotus, p. 13. 

d'. Abdomen plain yellow. O. xanthomus , p. 11. 

B. General colour black and red . O. traillii, p. 14. 


Oriolus oriolus. 

Coracias oriolus Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed., p. 107 (1758). 
Type-locality: Sweden. 


Key to Subspecies . 

A. Black of lores not extending behind eye. O. o. oriolus, p. 5. 

B. Black of lores extending to behind the eye_ 0. o. kundoo , p. 6^ 


(952) Oriolus oriolus oriolus. 

The European Oriole. 


Coracias oriolus Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed., 
Oriolus galbula. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 60o! 


p. 107 (1758) (Sweden). 


Vernacular names. Pilak (Hind.); Pashnool (Kashm.). 

Description —Adult male. Lores black; inner secondaries 
black with yellow tips ; wing-coverts and primary-coverts black, 
the latter tipped with yellow; primaries black with narrow 
margins and tips of yellowish white; middle tail-feathers black 
with narrow yellow tips, the lateral feathers with the yellow 
increasing until the outer feather is nearly all yellow ; remainder 
of plumage bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson-pink to deep crimson ; eye¬ 
lids pinkish ; bill dull livid pink to brownish red; legs and feet 
plumbeous grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 to 260 mm.; wing 
146 to 160 mm.; tail 85 to 99 mm.; tarsus about 21 to 24 min. * 
culmen 23 to 26 mm. 


Adult female differs from the male in having the yellow of the 
upper parts tinged with green. The central tail-feathers are 
often also tinged with green, and the underparts are whiter and 
are streaked with dull brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dull pinkish; remainder as in the 
male. 

Measurements. A trifle smaller than the male. 

Young male. Similar to the female but the yellow less pure 
and the streaks on the underparts darker and more numerous. 

Nestling. Dull pale green; the black of the wings and tail, 
where showing, dull and brownish ; the lower parts profusely and 
strongly streaked; the upper parts faintly so. 
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Distribution. The whole of Southern and Central Europe, 
straggling as far North as Great Britain; Northern Africa, Asia 
Minor, Palestine, Mesopotamia, Persia, Eussian Turkistan, strag¬ 
gling into North-western India in the Winter. 

Nidification. The Golden Oriole breeds during May and early 
June, making a nest quite similar to that of the next race and 
laying eggs which can only be distinguished by their greater size. 
According to Jourdain, 100 eggs average 30*87x21*3 mm.: 
maxima 36*0x22*2 and 32*0x23*5 mm.; minima 28*0x20*3 
and 31*0x20*0 mm. The number of eggs laid is generally four 
or five. 

Habits. These call for no remark, as they are practically the 
same as those of the Indian subspecies next described. 



(953) Oriolus oriolus kundoo. 

The Indian Oriole. 

Oriolus kundoo Sykes, P. Z. S., 1832, p. 87 (Deccan, India); Blanf. 

& Oates, i, p. 504. 

Vernacular names. HZ«&(Hind.); Vanga-pandu (Tel.); Pawseli 
(Mahr.) ; Pashnool (Kashm.). 

Description. — Adult male. Similar to the preceding race, but 
the black of the lores extends to behind the eye and the yellow 
colour is generally deeper and richer. The yellow on the tail- 
feathers is also greater in extent, the black on the outermost 
being merely confined to the base of the outer web. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 135 to 142 mm. ; culinen 24 to 29 mm. 

Female and Young birds differ from the male, as do those of 
the European birds. 

Distribution. The Indian Oriole is found over the whole 
continent of India from Cape Comorin throughout the Hima¬ 
layas as far North as Pskem, about 60 miles North-East of Tash¬ 
kent. To the East, Calcutta is apparently the farthest point, 
a bird having been obtained there by myself. It is common in 
Beliar and in Western Bengal but occasional only in Eastern 
Bengal. 

Nidification. The Indian Golden Oriole appears to breed in 
May and June throughout its whole range, a few birds laying 
in April and in July and August. The nest is a deep pendent 
cup, very compactly made of soft grass and fibrous material, 
sometimes mixed with other odds and ends, such as leaves, scraps 
of cloth, etc. The materials are neatly wound round the twigs 
of the fork from which it is suspended and the lining, if any, 
consists of grass only. It may be placed on an outer branch of 
any kind of tree in orchard, garden, or roadside and, whilst 
generally it is between six and twenty feet from the ground, it 
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may sometimes be found placed much higher still. The eggs 
number two to four, most often three. The ground-colour varies 
from white to the faintest cream, deeply-tinted eggs beiug very 
rare in this species. The spots consist of bold spots and small 
blotches of blackish rarely mixed with others of deep purplish 
or with 8pecks and blotches of reddish brown. These are confined 
chiefly to the larger end and are sparse even there. In shape the 
eggs are typically long ovals and the surface has a fine gloss. 
One hundred eggs average 29*0 x 21T mm.: maxima 32*5 X 21*5 
and 27-0 X 22*3 mm.; minima 25*0 X 19*6 mm. 

Habits. The Indian Oriole is found from the level of the 
Plains all over India up to some 5,000 feet in the Himalayas, 
but apparently not much over 4,000 feet in Southern India. It 
deserts the Himalayas in Winter and does not then occur above 
2,000 feet. It is a bird of gardens, orchards and open country 
and is not seen in forests. Its curious dipping flight and its 
beautiful call of pure loud melodious notes are familiar to every 
European in India. Its diet is chiefly fruit but it also eats freely 
insects of many kinds. 



Oriolus chinensis, 

Oriolus chinensis Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed. i, p. 1G0 (1766). 

Type-locality : Manila, Philippines (Meinertzhagen, Ibis, 1923 r 
p. 71). 

Linne’s chinensis is the same as Brisson’s indicus (Orn. ii, 
p. 328, 1760), which, again, is the same as BufFon’s (PI. Enl., 
p. 281, 1774) and of Aldrovandus (viii, p. 862, 1599). The first 
time that indicus is used as a binomial is in Jerdon’s Ill. Ind. 
Orn. 1847. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. Outer web of secondaries broadly yellow. 


a. Nape-band more than 12 mm. wide; 

bill stout.,. O. c. indicus , p. 7. 

b. Nape-band narrow, never more than 

12 mm. wide; bill slender . O. c. tenuirostris , p. 9. 

B. Outer web of secondaries showing very 
little yellow. 

c. Wing under 140 mm. O. c. andamayiensis , p. 10, 

d. Wing over 150 mm. O. c. maci'oui'us , p. 10. 


(954) Oriolus chinensis indicus. 

The Indian Black-naped Ouiolb. 

Oriolus indicus. Jerdon, Ill. Ind. Orn., pi. 15 (1847) (Malabar) j 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 502. 

Vernacular names. Not usually distinguished from the more 
common Orioles. Pilak (Hind.). 


i 
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Description.— Adult male. Lore.3 and a streak through the eye 
meeting in a band on the nape black; primary-coverts black with 
broad yellow tips; primaries black, all but the first with narrow 
white edges and tips; secondaries black with broad golden-yellow 
margins, the innermost entirely yellow on the outer web; tail 
black, the central rectrices narrowly tipped yellow, the lateral with 
broad yellow tips increasing to about half the length of the 
feather on the outermost; remainder of plumage golden yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris blood-pink ; eyelids paler ; bill livid 
pink, brighter in summer; legs and feet dark plumbeous, claws 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 260 mm.; wing 147 to 
155 mm.; tail 89 to 95 mm.; tarsus about 24 mm.; culmen 28 
to 31 mm. 

Female. Much duller than the male; the back and, almost 
always, the forehead and crown are tinged with green ; the black 
of the wing-quills and rectrices is more brown and the tail is 
suffused with green; in all but very old females the breast is 
faintly streaked with blackish. 



Fig. 2. — Head of 0 . c. mdicus. 



Colours of soft parts as in the male but duller. 

Measurements about the same ns in the male. 

The Young male is like the female but has no trace of the 
black loreal and nuchal band ; the underparts and breast are 
paler, more whitish and are heavily streaked with black from the 
breast to the vent. The iris dull grey-blue at first, dull pinkish 
grey at a later stage; the bill is dark brown or slaty-brown. 

Nestling. The yellow above replaced with dull greenish faintly 
streaked with brown; the nape and head is more yellow and 
more definitely streaked; below white suffused with lemon and 
with broad central streaks of black ; under tail-coverts golden 
yellow. 

Distribution. This Oriole breeds in the northern parts of 
Eastern China, Manchuria and Korea, west to Dauria and Usuri- 
land. South it breeds throughout Southern China and also in 
Hainan and Formosa and it" is possible that it also breeds in 
Yunnan, the Northern Shan and Kaehin Hills at about 5,000 feet. 
Jn Winter the birds migrate from their more northern altitudes 
and then come freely into the Indo-Chinese country, the Malay 



OBIOLTJS* 


9 


\ 


Peninsula and Southern Burma, straggling thence in smaller 
numbers to Northern Burma, Assam, North-Eastern India and 
thence again South to Madras, the Malabar Coast, Travancore 
and Ceylon. 


Nidilication. Mr. J. D. La Touche found this Oriole breeding in 
Chinwangtao in North-East Chihli in June and July and obtained 
nests both at Shanhaikwan and in the mountains in the vicinity. 
He also found it breeding freely in Eohkien. Three eggs given 
by him to me have the ground-colour a warm salmon-pink, the 
primary spots being rich red and the subsidiary blotches dark 
neutral tint. They measure 31*4x22*0, 30*4x20*8 and 28*2 x 
21*8 mm. Mr. La Touche gives the average of twelve eggs as 
1*12 x *82 inches. The nest Mr. La Touche describes as being 
very similar to that of the European Oriole and says that the 
bird breeds in gardens close to bouses. 

Habits. Quite typical of the Orioles, frequenting gardens and 
open, cultivated country and having the usual liquid notes and 
dipping flight. 


(955) Qriolus chinensis tenuirostris. 

The Burmese Blac k-n aped Oriole. 

Oriolus tenuirostris Blyth, J.A.S.B., xv. p. 48 (1846) (Central 
India); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 503. 

Vernacular names. PilaJc (Hind.) ; Sa-nwin-wa (Burmese). 

Description. Similar to 0. c. indicus but with the nape hand 
narrower; the back in the male duller and more green and with 
the bill decidedly more slender. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements much the same as 
in the preceding bird. Wing 142 to 155 mm.; culmen 30 to 
33 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Lower Himalayas from East 
Nepal to Assam ; Manipur; Tippera and Chittagong in Eastern 
Bengal; all Burma South to Tenasserim ; Kachin Hills, Shan 
States, Yunnan and Siam. In Winter in the Plains of Cachar, 
Sylhet, Dacca and Mymensingh. 

Nidification. I found this bird breeding commonly from the 
foot-hills up to 4,000 feet in the Hills of Assam and, occasionally, 
up to 0,000 feet. Hopwood found it breeding at Monywa in 
Upper Burma between 3,000 and 4,000 feet. The eggs are like 
those of Oriolus o. oriolus hut nearly always have a warm pink 
ground whilst the markings are red or purple-brown rather than, 
black. In two clutches taken by myself the ground-colour is a 
yellowish pink and the markings are all light chestnut. Thirty 
eggs average 27*9 x 20*7 mm.: maxima 29*6 X 21*7 mm.; minima 
261 x 19*3 and 27*3 x 19 0 mm. 

The nests are just like those of all other Orioles but this 
species may sometimes be found breeding in open deciduous forests 
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and, in Cachar, I found most nests attached to creepers on oaks 
growing in park-like country. 

They breed during May and June. 

Habits. Those of the genus but they are not so exclusively 
birds of the open country. In the Khasia Hills I found them on 
the outskirts of oak and rhododendron forests where it was inter¬ 
spersed with grass glades, whilst in Cachar it occurs in open oak 
forests. 

(956) Oriolus chinensis macrourus. 

The Nicobar Black-naped Oriole. 

Oriolus macrourus Blyth, J. A. S. B., xv, pp. 46, 3/0 (1846) 
(Nicobars). 

Oriolus macrurus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 503. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Adult male very bright yellow above; the. nape- 
band is decidedly more narrow than iu indicus or teuuirostris ; the 
yellow tips to the primary-coverts and inner secondaries are 
much smaller; the central rectrices are generally black. 

Colours of soft parts those of the species. 

Measurements. Wing 151 to 159 mm.; culmen 33 to 35 mm. 

Distribution. Nicobars. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(957) Oriolus chinensis andamanensis. 

The Andaman Black-naped Oriole. 

Oriolus andamanensis Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1867, p. 826 (South 
Andamans) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 504. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The adult male is even brighter yellow above than 
is the preceding bird but has still less yellow on the wings and 
tail; the black nape-band is very narrow. 

Colours of soft parts those of the species. 

Measurements. This is the smallest of the races ; wing 129 to 
136 mm. ; culmen 27 to 28 mm. 

Distribution. Andamans only. 

Nidification. Nest and eggs have been taken by Messrs. 
Osmaston, Wickham and Anderson and the first-named describes 
the nidification as follows“ They breed from April to June, 
laying two or three eggs only. The nest is the usual cradle sus¬ 
pended from the leafy branch of 6ome tree, and is usually decorated 
outside with sprays of a small climbing Asclepiad with orbicular 
leaves. The eggs are fairly glossy. The ground is white, more 
or less tinged with claret with dark purplish-brown spots which 
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appear to have run from the edges, and with a few underlying 
grey spots.” 

The average of fourteen eggs is 2S , 3x20\8 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species but Osmaston says it is found 
both in forest and in open country. 

Oriolus xanthornus. 

This unfortunate bird has been one of the greatest sufferers 
from the exigencies of modern nomenclature. Known for many 
years as Oriolus melanocephalus , Hartert then discovered that this 
name was antedated by another given to the same bird by Linnaeus 
in 1758, whilst recently it has been discovered that yet a third 
name existed given by Linnaeus in the same 10th ed. of his work 
on a previous page. 

As thaiacous of Hartert cannot be maintained, there are only 
two races known of this widely-spread species. 

Key to Subpecies. 

A. Larger, wing always over 130 mm. 0. x. xanthornus , p. 11. 

B. Smaller, wing never exceeding 130 mm. 0. x. ceylonensis , p. 12. 

(958) Oriolus xanthornus xanthornus. 

The Indian Black-headed Oriole. 

Coracias xanthornus Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed., p. 108 (1758) 
(Bengal). 

Oriolus melanocephalus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 506. 

Vernacular names. PilaJc, Zardak (Hind.); Pirola (Gorukpur); 
Konda-vanga-pandu (Tel.). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole head, chin, throat and upper 
breast velvety black; winglet and primary*coverts black with 
yellow tips ; primaries black with whitish edges and yellow tips to* 
all but the first one, two, or three feathers; secondaries black with 
yellow edges and with broad diagonal terminal patches of yellow 
on the outer webs ; central tail-feathers with the subterminal half 
black, the lateral tail-feathers with a similar band decreasing out¬ 
wardly ; this hand varies greatly in individuals, generally being 
absent on the three outer pairs and, very rarely, on four pairs ; 
less often extending to the third outer pair and sometimes even 
to a broad patch on the outermost; remainder of plumage golden 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson; eyelids lead-colour; bill 
livid pink to pale crimson-pink (breeding-season), the mouth 
bright flesh-colour; legs bluish-plumbeous or plumbeous, the 
claws almost black. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 mm,,; wing 131 to 
142 mm.; tail 83 to 93 mm.; tarsus 24 to 25 mm.; culmen 26 
to 30 mm. ' 
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Adult female. Forehead yellow ; the black of the upper head 
duller and more or less streaked with yellowish ; the black of the 
wings and tail also duller and tinged with green on the latter ; 
chin, throat and upper breast dull yellowish white streaked with 
black ; yellow everywhere paler and duller and often tinged with 
green on the mantle. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but duller, the iris never 
so deep and bright a crimson. 

Young male like the female but with the head blacker. 
Nestling like the female but with the yellow of the upper 
plumage broadly streaked with black ; the whole lower plumage 
pale yellow narrowly streaked with black. 

Distribution. The whole of India, excluding the extreme South 
of Travancore and North-West India West of a line from the 
Sutlej to Kathiawar ; Assam, Manipur, the whole of Burma to 
Tenasserim and Northern Malay States, Siam, Shan States, 
Cochin China and Annam. Osmaston says that he saw this 
species in the Andamans “ not uncommon in the Hot AVeather.” 

With more material available for comparison 1 find that it is 
impossible to keep separate 0, x. ihaiacous Hartert. The charac¬ 
teristics he relied on do not hold good and many birds from India, 
especially from the South-West, have these more highly developed 
than have birds from Siam, the type-locality of ihaiacous, 
Nidification. The Indian Black-headed Oriole breeds from 
February to July over the greater part of its range, most eggs 
being laid in April and May. Mr. S. C. Law found nearly fully- 
fledged young near Calcutta on the 23rd March and I have seen 
eggs taken in August. The nest cannot be distinguished from 
that of. 0, o, leundoo, though it may, average smaller and neater. 
The eggs differ distinctly in being smaller, more pink in ground¬ 
colour and, generally, much less glossy. The markings normally 
are light reddish brown to deep purple but are never black. 
Sixty eggs average 28*0x19-4 mm.: maxima 31*6x21*3 mm.; 
minima 24 0x19*4 and 26*5x18 0 mm. The number of eggs 
laid is three, sometimes two only and \erv rarely four. 

Habits do not differ from those of 0 , o. leundoo , though it is 
perhaps even more confiding and tame than that species. 

(959) Oriolus xanthornus ceylonensis. 

The Ceylon Black- healed Oriole. 

Oriolus ceylonensis Bonaparte, Consp. Av., i, p. 347 (1850) (Ceylon). 
Oriolus melanocephalits. Blunf. & Oates, i, p. 50G. 

Vernacular names. Ka-karulla (Cing.); Mamkod , Mambala- 
Kuravi (Tam. in Ceylon). 

Description. Sex for sex similar to those of the preceding race, 
but smaller and with Jess yellow on the wings, especially on the 
innermost secondaries. 
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Colours of soft parts as in the Indian Black-headed Oriole. 

Measurements. Wing 122 to 130 mm.; culmen 27 to 29 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon and the extreme South of Travancore. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding birds but the 
eggs are much paler, generally almost pure white and they are 
also much smaller. Average of forty eggs 27*0 x 19*4 mm.: 
maxima 29*4 x 21*0 and 29*3 x 21*2 mm. ; minima 23*5 X 18*9 mm. 
The normal full clutch is two, rarely three. 

There appear to be two breeding-seasons, February to May 
and again October to early December. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(960) Oriolus xanthonotus xanthonotus. 

The Malay Black-headed Ouiolk. 

Oriolus xanthonotus Ilorsf., Trans. L. S., xiii, p. 152 (182 0> ) JavaV 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 505. * V ' vU 

Vernacular names. Sa-nwin-wa (Burmese). 

Description.—Adult male. Whole head, extreme upper back 
chin, throat and breast black ; lesser wing-coverts yellow, median 
courts black with yellow tips, greater coverts black; primaries 
black, all but the first, or first and second, with narrow whitish 
edges ; secondaries black with narrow yellow margins; upper 
plumage golden yellow ; tail black, the lateral rectrices with 
yellow patches on the inner webs at their tips increasing in size 
towards the outermost ; breast, flanks and abdomen white with 
broad black streaks and sometimes a wash of cinnamon ; under 
tail-coverts yellow with a few black streaks ; under wing-coverts 
black and yellow. The flanks are generally washed with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson ; bill pale to dark fleshy or 
fleshy-brown ; legs and feet plumbeous, the claws blackish. 

Measurements. Total length about 240 ram.; wing 104 to 
] 10 mm.; tail 66 to 70 nun.; tarsus 19 to 20 mm. ; culiuen 20 
to 21 mm. 

Adult female. Whole upper plumage olive-yellow, slightly 
darker on the crown; tail darker olive with black shafts and all 
but the centre pair with yellow tips to the inner webs and with 
blackish sub-tips; wing-coverts olive, the median and greater 
coverts often with cinnamon edges; primary-coverts and primaries 
brown with pale edges, as in the male; secondaries olive-green; 
lower plumage white, tinged with grey and dully streaked with 
grey-brown on the chin and throat, boldly streaked with black on 
the lower breast, abdomen and flanks ; undpr tail-coverts bright 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but duller. 

Nestling like the female but with the head- greyish and the 
cinnamon edges to the wings more conspicuous. 
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Distribution. The extreme South of Tenasserim through the 
Malay States and South-West Siam to Sumatra and Java. 

Nidification. Two nests and eggs sent me by Mr. W. A. T. 
Kellow are typical Oriole’s, but are very small, the latter measuring 
from 25-5X 19-2 mm. to 26-Ox 19 8 mm. The ground-colour is 
a warm pink, the markings being of chest nut-brown underlaid 
with others of laveudei’. They were both taken in the end of 
February. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(961) Oriolus traillii. 

The Maroon Oriole. 

Pastor traillii Vigors, P. Z. S-., 1831, p. 175 (Himalayas, Darjiling). 

Oriolus traillii. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 508. 

Vernacular names. Melambolc (Lepcha); Tania-pia (Bhut.). 

Description.— Adult male. Whole head and neck glossy black; 
winn-s and thigh-coverts dull black j tail chestnut-maioon , 
remainder of plumage deep crimson maroon, highly glossed. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale buff to deep orange-yellow ; 
bill bluish lead-colour, paling towards the tip ; legs and feet 
plumbeous, the claws tipped blackish. 

Measurements. Total length about 280 mm.; wing 142 to 
152 mm.; tail 101 to 111 mm.; tarsus 28 to 29 mm.; culmen 
29 to 31 mm. 

Female. Head and neck glossy black ; mantle dull maroon- 
brown, gradually changing to crimson-maroon on the rump and 
upper tail-coverts; tail chestnut-maroon, the central feathers and 
outer webs of the lateral feathers maroon-brown ; lower plumage 
greyish white, darkest on breast and flanks and albescent on the 
centre of the abdomen, streaked throughout with blackish ; old 
females are often tinged with crimson on the flanks ; under tail- 
coverts crimson-maroon; thigh-coverts blackish. 

Colours of soft parts as in the male but duller. 

The Young male is like the female but more richly coloured 
and with the lower parts whiter, less grey-brown ; the flanks and 
breast are more suffused with crimson. 

Nestling. Above brown, rather darker on the crowu, the 
feathers of the mantle and the wing-coverts edged with rufous ; 
rump brown, streaked darker and suffused with chestnut; tail- 
feathers maroon-brown, the inner webs of all the lateral feathers 
chestnut-pink; chin and throat brownish white, streaked with 
dark brown; breast almost entirely brown ; abdomen and flanks 
white with brown centres; thigh-coverts dark brown ; under tail- 
coverts pale pinkish chestnut. 

Distribution. Throughout the Himalayas from the Sutlej 
Valley to Eastern Assam, Manipur, the Hilly tracts of Burma to 
Tenasserim, Shan States, Siam and Armani. 
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I can trace no constant differences in the plumage of this bird 
necessitating its division into geographical races. 

Modification. The Maroon Oriole breeds in the Hills of Assam 
between 2,000 and 6,000 feet during May and June and in 
Sikkim during April and May. The nest is a typical Oriole’s 
and the eggs are like those of the European Oriole but with a 
pink ground-colour, generally fairly deep in tint. The surface 
of the shell is very glossy. Twenty-four eggs average 29-4 X 20*6 
mm.: maxima 30*7 X 21*0 and 28*9x21*7 mm.; minima 26*3 X 
21-4 and 30*5 x 18*1 mm. 

Habits. The Maroon Oriole is far more a forest bird than is 
any of its yellow cousins, even the Malay Golden Oriole. It is 
also a wilder, more shy bird. Otherwise, except that its flight 
seems more direct and rapid and less undulating, it differs in no 
respects from these birds. In North Cachar I found it fed 
largely on the fruit of the various Fid when these were ripe. 
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Family EULABETIDJ2. 

The intrinsive muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings ; the edges of the mandibles smooth or the 
upper one simply notched; hinder aspect of tarsus longitudinally 
bilaminated, the lamina entirely smooth ; wing with ten primaries ; 
tongue non-tubular and rather fleshy ; nostrils always clear of the 
line of forehead, the space between the nostrils and the edge of 
the mandible less than the distance between the nostril and the 
culmen ; plumage of the nestling streaked ; rictal bristles present ; 
sexes alike ; rectrices twelve ; first primary small ; one moult in 
the year. 

The only structural difference between the Eulabctidce and 
Sturnidce is the presence of rictal bristles in the former and their 
more fleshy tongue. The genera Lamprocorax and Sarojlossa are 
very like the birds of the genus Sturnia in all their ways and to 
some extent link the two families together. 

Key to Genera. 

A. Fleshy wattles present on the head . Eulabes, p. 16. 

B. No fleshy wattles on sides or nape of head. 

a . Tail nearly square; sexe3 alike . . Lamphocouax, p. 21. 

b. Tail strongly graduated ; sexes different .. Saiioglossa, p. 24. 

Genus EULABES. 

Eulabes Cuvier, Regne Anim., i, p. 377 (1829). 

Type, Eulabes intermedins (A. Hay). 

The genus Eulabes contains the Grackles or Talking Mynas, 
resident birds found over a great portion of the better-wooded 
parts of the Indian Empire. 

In Eulabes nearly the whole plumage is a glossy black, but the 
most distinctive feature is the presence of fleshy wattles on the 
nape usually accompanied by bare skin on the sides of the head. 
The hill is thick, high and curved, shorter than the head; the 
rictal bristles are present but weak ; the feathers of the crown 
are very short and curved inwards, with indications of parting 
down the middle of the crown ; the wing is rather blunt with a 
small first primary; the tail is short and nearly square: the feet 
are exceptionally strong. 


Key to Species . 

A. Some bare skin on sides of head 

a. Two elongate bare patches of skin on the 

nape. 

b. No bare patches of skin on nape.*... 

B. No bare skin on sides of head. 


E. religiose p. 17. 
E. javana, p. 18. 
E. ptiloyenys , p. 21. 
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(962) Eulabes religiosa. 

The Southern- Grackle. 

Cfracula religiosa Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed. i, p. 154 (1766) (Asia 
Travancore). 

Eulabes religiosa . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 510. 


Vernacular names. Kokirri maina 
(Tel.). 


(Hind.); Konda-gorinkct 


Description. A white patch at the base of the primaries ; 
portions of the head as shown in the figure below bare; remainder 
of plumage black, glossed on the head, scapulars and upper back 
with purple and on the breast and remaining upper plumage 
with green. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris brown with an outer ring of white- 
bill orange-yellow; lappets and bare skin on the head yellow to 
orange-yellow; legs and feet bright yellow. 

*rr:r nta - about 250 to 260 «•; 

64 ,0 06 30 mm . e ; 



Fig. 3. Head of E, religiosa . 


til 11 ? kifds are dull brown-black throughout, the feathers of 
tne Hanks and abdomen narrowly fringed with whitish. The 
.aie s '111 on the head is less in extent and there are no lappets. 

Distribution. Nothing new has been added to the distribution 
or this Grackle since Oates wrote the first volume of the 
Avilauna. It is found throughout Ceylon up to some 2,000 feet 
and throughout, the forested Hills of South India as far North as 
Goomsur and the Northern Circars on the East and as far as 
North Kanara on the West. 

Nidillcation. Hie Southern Grackle breeds principally from 
March to May, but also occasionally in January and February 
Eegge also records them breeding in August iii Ceylon, whilst 
Wait gives June to August as the breeding-season for that island 
In India they certainly nest as high as 4,000 feet, though more 
otten at and under 2 000 feet. The eggs, two or three in number 
aie laid in natural hollows in trees between 10 and 30 feet from 
the ground. There is no real nest but sometimes a largo amount 
of rubbish is collected; dead leaves, grass, feathers, cast snake- 
skms, etc.; at other times they are laid on the bare wood. In 
colour the eggs are a bright, deep ThrushVegg blub; in some 
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they are richly, though sparsely, blotched and spotted J^hdeep 
chocolate and reddish brown with underlying marks <> £ ^vender 
in other effis the markings are all taint and small and in others 
a „ a j n the markings are intermediate. The colour ot these eggs 
fades very quickly after they are first laid. Forty eggs average 
316 x 230 m m .: maxima 35-5x23-4 and 32-9x24-8 mm.; 

minima 30-8x23-4 and 30-9x21-8 mm. 

Habits. This G-rackle is a bird of well-wooded and forested 
country and is especially partial to small cultivated clearings 
inside and on the outskirts of forest. Though not greganou in 
the true sense of the word, they are very sociable and seveial will 
. often be found feeding together. Their diet is mainly feverous 
but they also eat termites, grasshoppers and locust iarvm. Like 
all Grackles they have an immense repertoire ot notes melodious 
noisy and raucous and they are admirable m.mics, copying the 
notes of other birds freely in a wild state and learning to talk 
well in captivity. 

(963) Eulabes javana javana. 

TnE Malay G-rackle. 

Eulabes javanus Cuvier, Regne Anim., i, p. 877 (1829) (Java). 

Eulabes javanensis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. hi . 

Vernacular names. Thalenjah (Burma). 



Fig. 4.— Head of E. j. javana. 

Description. A broad patch of white at the base of the 
primaries ; remainder of plumage black- crown, upper back an 
scapulars glossed with purple; breast glossed wi l gie 
purple and the remaining parts with deep green. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill orange-red, coral-red 
at the tip and on the culmen ; wattles and bare skin yellow to 
orange-yellow and more richly coloured in the breeding-season; 
the patch nearest the eye livid bluish; legs and feet yellow, the 
claws brownish. 

Measurements. Total length about 300 to 310 mm.; wi ng 

* The woodcut shows the division between the two patches in a rather 
exaggerated degree seldom seen in actual specimens. 
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172 to 182 mm.; tail 76 to 87 mm. ; tarsus 35 to 36 mm.; 
culmen 26 to 27 mm. and in depth at the nostrils about 13 to 
14‘5 mm. 

Distribution. Tenasserim Soutli through the Malay Peninsula 
to Sumatra, Java and Borneo. Bat. 12° appears roughly to be 
the dividing line between this race and the next. Specimens in 
the British Museum from the South Andamans also appear to 
belong to this race. 

Nidificatiou. Bingham and llopwood found eggs of this bird 
in Tenasserim in March and April, and Major J. C. Moulton took 
eggs for me on Mount Kina Balu, Borneo, in July. The eggs 
were laid in natural hollows with very little or no attempt at a 
nest; in appearance they do not dilfer from those of E . reUgiosa 
but are much bigger. The few I have seen vary between 
33*0 x 23-6 and 36*1 x 25*5 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 


(964) Eulabes javana intermedia. 

The Indian Gbackle. 


Gracula intermedia 
(1814) (Oachar). 
Eulabes intermedia. 


A. Hay, Madr. Journ. Lit. Sci., xiii, pt. ii, p. 157 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 511. 


Vernacular names. Paharia maina (Hind.); Thaleeqah 
(Burma); JJao-mama, Mama-gashim (Cachari). 

Description. Similar to E. j. javana but smaller; in this race 
the patch under the eye is joined to that on the ear-coverts, 
whereas in the piecedmg bird it is divided by a feathered tract. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Malay Grackle. The bill is 
orange to coral-red at the base and more yellow at the tip. 

Measurements. Total length about 380 to 390 ram.; wing 
161 to 173 mm.; tail / 4 to 82 min.; tarsus 33 to 35 mm.; 
oultnen 24 to 26 mm. aud in depth about 11 to 12-5 mm. 

Distribution, ihe Himalayas from Human to Eastern Assam 
and the whole of Burma, where suitable, as far South as lat. 12° • 
Siam, Shaft States, Annarn and Cochin China. It also occurs in 
the Hilly country in the South-Eastern Central Provinces of 
India. 


Nidification. The Indian Grackle breeds during April and Mav 
from the foot-hills up to about 2,500 and, less commonly, up to 
4,000 feet. Very often two, or even three pairs of birds will 
breed in the same tree or in trees close to one another. The 
trees selected are generally dead and very rotten and when a live 
tree is chosen the branch in which the hole is situated is invariably 
greatly decayed. Year alter year the birds keep to the same 
nesting-site though they may not use the same hollow. The 
entrance is usually a natural one but is often Enlarged and 
finished off by the birds themselves, who employ both leet and 
bill in tearing away the soft, rotten wood. They will breed in 
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heavy evergreen forest, thin deciduous forest, mixed bamboo and 
tree jungle or even in the open but, undoubtedly, their favourite 
site is a dead tree in deserted cultivation surrounded by forest. 
The eggs number two or three, generally the latter, and cannot 
be distinguished from those of the preceding^ bird. Thirty eggs 
average 36*2 x 25*6 mm.: maxima 38*4x25*9 and 34*b x 26*5 
minima 33*5 X 26*0 and 35*9 x 24*3 mm. 


mm 




fig. 5—Head of E.j. intermedia. 


Habits. This Grackle is a very common bird throughout the 
Himalayan Terai and hills of Assam and Burma and where food 
is plentiful often collects in some numbers. It has a line musical 
whistle and a great variety of other notes, pleasant and the reverse. 
It is perhaps the best mimic among the birds of the genus and is 
a favourite cage-bird with natives. In captivity it is fed 
principally on boiled rice and bananas but eats both meat and. 
insects when offered. It is apparently a long-lived bird, one 
which I saw in a cage having been with its owner twenty-four 

years. 

(965) Eulabes javana andamanensis. 

Tiie Andaman Guackle. 

Eulabes andamanensis Tytler, Bcavan, Ibis, 1367, p. 331 
Eulabes Vdermedia. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 511 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to E. j. intermedia , but with a larger patch 
of white on the wings and with a longer, less slender bill.. 
Two specimens in the British Museum from the South Andamans 
have very strong, coarse bills and are much nearer to E, j. javana,. 
The eye- and cheek-patches are generally joined together, 
sometimes very broadly so but in a few they are divided. 

Colours of soft parts as in E.j. intermedia. 

Measurements. Wing 165 to 175 mm.; tail 83 to 88 mm.; 
tarsus about 35 mm.; culmen 26 to 27 mm., in depth between 
12 and 15 mm., generally about 13 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Andamans and Nieobars, possibly excluding the 
South Andamans. 

Nidification. Davison found this Grackle breeding in April ^nd 
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May, making the usual rough nests in holes in trees, 
not take any eggs. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(966) Eulabes ptilogenys. 

The Ceylow Grackle. 

Gracula ptilocjenys Blyth, J. A. S. B., xv, p. 285 (1846) (Ceylon). 
Eulabes ptilogenys. Blanf. & Oate3, i, p. 513. 

Vernacular names. Mal-kawada , Selala heneya (Cing.). 
Description. Very similar to E. j . intermedia but with no bare 
skin on the sides of the head. The white patch on the wing 
■extends to the 6th primary only. 
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Fig. 6. — Head of E. ptilogenys. 

Coloiu s of soft parts. Iris, male, greyish white sometimes mottled 
wi n brown; females white or yellowish white; bill orange-red, the 
base from the nostrils black; legs and feet gamboge-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 255 to 265 mm. ; wing 150 
to 154 mm.; tail 65 to 70 mm. ; tarsus 32 to 33 mm.; culmen 23 
to 24 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. Similar to that of other species of the genus, 
The eggs cannot be distinguished from those of E. religiosa . A 
tine series were collected by Mr. J. Stewart and his collectors 
during March and April. Twenty-six of these average 32*8 x 
22-7 mm.: maxina 36 0x21-8 and 33-1x23*5 mm.; minima 
30*9 x23-6 and 32-3x21*6 mm. 

Habits. It occurs in the well-wooded parts of the main Hill- 
ranges in Eastern Ceylon from about 1,500 to 6,500 feet. In the 
forests Westwards of the AdanTs Peak range it appears to descend 
to sea-level. Its habits are much the same as those of E . religiosa 
but the call is rather less shrill. 

Genus LAMPR0C0RAX. 

Lamprocorax Bonaparte, Comp. Rend., xxxvii, p. 830 (1853). 

Type, Lamprocorax grandis* Salvadori. 

The genus Lamprocorax contains certain species of, birds known 
as Glossy Starlings or Stares, more closely allied structurally to 
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Ev.labes than to the true Starlings but in habits and superficial 
resemblance very like birds of the genus Sturnia. they range 
from North-East India, through Burma, the Malay States and 

Islands to Australia. . 

The plumage is intensely glossy, the bill fairly stout and gently 
curved; the nostrils are small and round; the wing long and 
pointed; the tail of moderate length and well graduated; the 

tarsus and feet strong. . 

Some modern ornithologists unite Lamprocorax with Aplonis y 
from which, however, it is well differentiated in several characters. 
In Aplonis the bill is deeper and more curved, the tail is but very 
slightly rounded and the wing is shorter and less pointed. 

Lamprocorax panayensis. 

Calornis panayensis Gray, Gen. B. ii, p. 327. 

Type-locality: Labuan. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Smaller; wing under 103 mm. L. p. strigatus , p. 22. 

B. Larger; wing over 103 mm. 

a. Plumage very dark and less glossy .... L.p. tytleri , p. 23. 

b. Plumage not so deep and very glossy .. L. p. affims, p. 24. 

(967) Lamprocorax panayensis strigatus. 

The Glossy Stare. 

Tnrdus strigatus Ilorsf., Trans. Linn. Soc., xiii, p. 140 (1820) 
(Java). . 

Calornis chalybeius. Blanf. & Oates, l, p. 514. 

Vernacular names, None recorded. 




Fig. 7 .—Head of L. p. strigatus. 


Description. Whole plumage black, glossed everywhere, except 
on the lores and base of upper mandible, with brilliant green. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris vermilion-red to deep, bright crimson; 
bill black ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 230 to 240 mm.; wing 92 
to 103 mm.; tail 63 to 65 nun.; tarsus 22 to 23 mm. ; culmen 
17 to 18 mm; 

Young birds are brown above faintly glossed with green, the 
gloss increasing with age; lower plumage dull greyish or buffy 
white streaked with greenish brown, narrowly on the chin, throat 
and fore neck, broadly elsewhere. 
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Nestling. Above brown faintly streaked with black; below dull 
white streaked throughout with brown. 

Noil-adult bird. Iris yellowish white, becoming more and more 
suffused with red as the age advances; the legs and feet are 
brownish or bluish black. 

Distribution. Tenasserim South to Sumatra, Java and Borneo. 
Birds from the Northern areas are bigger than those from the 
South, the wing seldom falling as low as 100 mm., whereas-the 
Southernmost are nearly always below 100 mm. There is, however,, 
much overlapping and 1 can see no other differences between the 
two. If the Northern bird were kept separate it would bear the 
name irwini (Hume, Str. Feafch., i, p. 481, 1873). 

Nidification. The breeding-season of this Stare seems to be 
April and May throughout its range. They nest sometimes in 
holes in trees but Hop wood found them breeding in colonies in 
Mergui, building their nests in toddy palms at the junction of 
the leaves with the trunk. Mackenzie also found them breeding, 
some 15 or 20 pairs, on a toddy palm, covered with a fern, the 
nests being placed between the roots of the ferns and the stem of 
the palm. They were also breeding in the roof of the Court-house 
in Mergui and m bridges and other buildings. The nest is a very 
rough cup-shaped affair of roots, grass, leaves, etc. 

The eggs, generally three in number, are miniatures of those of 
hulabes but only measure about 25*5 x 18*5 mm. 

Habits. This bird is a typical Starling in all its ways except 
that it ; is principally frugivorous in its diet. It is found both 
in the Plains and lower hills up to some 4,000 feet bui does not 
seem to breed in the hills above 1,000 or 1,500 feet. It is very 
gregarious • and associates in large flocks, often with other 
Starlings, mostly feeding high up in tall trees unless tempted by 
abundant food to the lower trees and bushes. It frequents both 
forests and well-wooded open country. 

(968) Lamprocorax panayensis tytleri. 

The Andaman Glossy Stare. 

Calomis tytleri Ilume, Str. Feath., 1873, p. 480 and 1874, p. 253 
(Andamans). 

Calomis chalybeias. Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 514 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to L. p. strigatus but bigger and with a 
darker, duller gloss. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white, pale pink, brown, red-brown 
or deep orange (Ilume). 

Measurements. Wing 112 to 120 mm. 

Young like those of the preceding race. 

Distribution. Andamans and Nicobars. 

Nidification. Similar to that of L. jj % strigatus though the eggs 
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•differ considerably from those of that bird. The ground-colour 
is very pale, one clutch taken by Mr. P. Wickham being 
practically white. The markings consist of much smaller spots 
and specks of reddish brown, sparse everywhere, but less so at the 
larger end. They measure about 26*0 x 19*0 mm. According to 
Davison they nest principally in holes in Coco-nut Palms. The 
breeding-season is in March and April. 

Habits. Those of the Glossy Stare. This bird is resident and 
breeds in both the Andamans and Nicobars, though it is more 
common in the latter islands. 

(969) Lamprocorax panayensis affinis. 

Hodgson's Glossy Stare. 

Calornis affinis A. Hay, Blyth, J. A. S. B., xv, pp. 36, 369 (1846) 
(Tipperah). .. 

Calornis chalyheius . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. ol4 (part). 

Vernacular names. Bao-goyoui , Bao-maina-gajeba (Cacbari). 

Description. Similar to L.p. strigatus but much bigger. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding forms. 

Measurements, Wing 108 to 117 mm. 

Distribution. Eastern Bengal, Assam, Arakan, Chin and 
Kachin Hills, Shan States, Northern Siam. 

Nidification and Habits similar to those of L. p. strigatus . 

Genus SAROGLOSSA,, 

Saroglossa Hodgson, J. A. &. B., xiii, p. 36/ (1844). 

Type, Saroglossa spiloptera. 

This genus, generally spelt Psaroglossa , was originally spelt 
without the P, and BlyilVs Psaroglossa ( nom . emend. Cat. i>. Mus. 
As. Society, p. 109, 1849) cannot be accepted. 

This genus is rather aberrant in some respects, baying even 
larger rictal bristles than is usual, whilst the sexes are different m 
coloration. In all other respects, as in habits and nidifaeation, it is 
essentially a Starling and must be placed in this family, to which 
it is closer than it is to the Sturnidce. 

The bill is slender and gently curved, the nostrils are small and 
slender and the rictal bristles short though strong; the feathers 
of the crown, are somewhat lanceolate but short; the wing is long 
and pointed and the first primary very small; the tail is short and 
square ; the tongue is less fleshy than in Eulabes . 

Saroglossa spiloptera. 

Key to Subspecies. 


A. Paler and less richly coloured . S. s. spiloptera , p. 2o. 

JB. Darker and more richly coloured . S. s. mamensis p. 26. 
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(970) Saroglossa spiloptera spiloptera. 

The Spotted-winged Stake. 

La?nprotornis spilopterus Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 35 (Himalayas, 
Simla-Almora). 

Psaraglossa spiloptera. Blanf. & Oates, i, p, 249. 

Vernacular names. Puli (at Mussoone). 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead, crown, nape and upper 
back grey, each feather edged with black; mantle grey, the feathers 
edged brown; rump brown ; upper tail-coverts rufous-brown ; tail 
brown tinged with rufous at the base; wing-coverts dark brown 
edged with grey ; primary-coverts, primaries and outer secondaries 
black edged with glossy greenish blue ; inner secondaries brown ; 
lores, cheeks and ear-coverts black; a white patch at the base of 
the primaries; chin and throat deep chestnut-rufous; whole lower 
plumage pale rufous, deepest on lower breast anil flanks, palest 
generally on breast and almost white on the abdomen. 



Fig. 8.—Head of S. s . spiloptera . 


i ^°* ours soft parts. Iris white; bill black, horny-red at the 
base, edges of both mandibles yellowish next the mouth; legs, 
xeet and claws black. 

Measurements. Total length about 240 mm.; wing 101 to 
110 mm.; tail 53 to 59 min.; tarsus 21 to 22 mm.; culmen 17 to 
18 in in. 

Female. Whole upper plumage brown, the feathers with pale 
centres, conspicuous on the crown, less so on the scapulars and 
back and obsolete elsewhere; lesser and median wing-coverts brown 
edged with grey; quills dark brown with a white patch as in the 
male; sides of the head brown; lower plumage grey-brown, the 
feathers edged with white, especially on the chin and throat ; 
nbdomen, vent and under tail-coverts greyish white, unmarked. 

Young like the adult female but with the markings bolder and 
giving a more streaky appearance. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Dharmsala to G-arhwnl tind 
possibly, Western Nepal; in Winter to the Plains of N.W . India 
as far as Eatehgarh. 

Nidification. This Stare breeds freely in the lower, outer 
Himalayan ranges between 3,000 and 5,500 feqt and is common 
below Naiui Tal and Mussoorie at this elevation. The eggs are 
laid during the end of April, May and the first few days of June 
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in holes in trees. There is no real nest hut a few leaves, scraps 
of straw, grass, etc. form a bed for the eggs. According to 
Whymper this Stare has a curious habit of carrying small green 
leaves into the nest-hole after the eggs have been laid and under 
which they are often completely concealed. The eggs number 
three or four and are pale blue spotted and blotched with reddish 
and purplish brown. Twenty-five eggs average 2o'4x 18-0| mm.. 
maxima 28*5 X 19*0 mm.; minima 24*0 X 18-/ and 24*3x17 0 mm. 

Habits. The habits of this bird are exactly like those ofStumu^ 
a genus which Saroglosm very closely resembles also in shape and 
action. It collects hi flocks of half-a-dozen to forty or more and 
haunts the tops of tall trees, especially such as the Bombacc when 
it is in flower, and feeds both on berries, small fruit and insects. 
It is often found in company with Eulabes, Sturma and other 
birds keeping up a constant chattering twitter all the time, a 
soft musical w'bistle being uttered from time to time, possibly a 
call-note from one bird to another. They are extremely restless 
and keep ever on the move, occasionally flying off in a flock all 
together, sailing round a few times and then, finally, returning o 
the same tree and continuing their hunt for food. 

(971) Saroglossa spiloptera assamensis. 

The Assam Spotted-winged Stake. 

Psaraylossa spiloptera assamensis Stuart Baker, Bull. I>. 0. C., xlv, 
p. 14, 1924 (Khasia Hills). . 

Psaraylossa spiloptera. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. ^49 (pai ). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to S. s. spiloptera but deeper and more 
richly coloured both above and below in both sexes. Ini the male 
the grey centres to the feathers of the back are bolder and the 
margins blacker and less brown. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird. 

Distribution. Eastern Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan, Assam, the 
Burmese Hills to Tenasserim, Shan States, Yunnan, Annam, 
Cochin China and South-West China. 

Nidification. An egg taken by myself in N. Cachar was laid m 
a hole in a tree at an elevation of about 2,500 ft. Ihere was no 
nest beyond a little rubbish and the hole was high up in a rotten 
branch of a Bombax malabarica . It is like that of the preceding 
bird in coloration but measures 28*0x19*0 mm. and is probably 
an unusually large egg. Young were found batched in early May 
and flying about at the end of that month. For nesting purposes 
the birds seemed to select very unclimbable trees or trees in very 
inaccessible positions overhanging cliffs and steep hillsides. 

Habits. Those of the preceding bird. It haunts light forest but 
preferably open, well-wood< d country not far from heavier forest. 
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Family STUltNIDJE. 

This family is very closely allied to the Eulabetidce, differing 
chiefly in having no rictq.1 bristles and in having the plumage of 
the young in most cases more obviously streaked. 

It contains a large number of genera and species, of which some 
are migratory and visit India only in Winter; others are locally 
migratory and others, again, sedentary. As far as Oates’s genera 
are concerned I see no reason to add others or to eliminate any of 
those he accepts. In some cases, however, further material has 
shown many of his species to be geographical races or subspecies 
only and additional subspecies also have had to be accepted as 
sufficiently distinct. 


Key to Genera , 


A. Wing pointed, secondaries falling short of 
tip by more than length of tarsus, 
a. Crest very long; much longer tlmn 
tarsus .... 


Pastor, p. 28. 


\ 
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b. Crest moderate; never as long as tarsus. 
a. Feathers of forehead short, lying flat 
and directed backwards ; entire 
head feathered. 

a". Bill stout, as long as head, broad 
and bluntly tipped. 
a 3 . Plumage glossy and speckled .. 
b 3 . Plumage neither glossy nor 

speckled ... 

b". Bill slender, shorter than head and 
sharply pointed. 

» c 3 . Middle rectrices longer than the 

outermost . 

(P. Middle rectrices shorter than 

the outermost. 

b\ Feathers of forehead lengthened, 
projected forwards; region of eye 

naked ... 

B. Wing blunt; secondaries falling short of 
tip by Ies3 than length of tarsus. 

c. Crest longer than tarsus . 

d. Crest shorter than tarsus. 

c'. Sides of head partly bare, 
c". Frontal feathers short and inclined 
backwards. 

e 3 . A patch behind the eye only, 
bare .. 


f 3 - A patch both behind and below 

the eye bare. 

d". Frontal feathers lengthened and 

erect . 

d'. No bare skin on sides of head. 
e". Bill shorter than head, culmen 
curved; frontal feathers long, 

curly and erect . 

f. Bill as long as head, culmen 
straight; frontal feathers short 
and inclined backwards. 


Sturnus, p. 30. 
Spgdiopsar, p. 36. 

Sturnia, p. 37. 
Agropsar, p. 43. 

Ampelickps, p. 44. 

Temenuchus, p. 47. 


Sturnornis, p. 46. 
Gracupica, p. 49. 
Acridotjieres, p. 52. 

JEthiopsar, p. 56. 
Sturnopastor, p. 61. 



Genus PASTOR. 

Pastor Temm., Man. d’Orn., i, p. 83 (1815). 

Type, Pastor roseus. 

Iu the genus Pastor the bill is slender, curved and rather 
shorter than the head; the nasal membrane is covered with 
feathers ; the wing is long and pointedthe tail short and square ; 
the sexes differ little in plumage and both have a full long crest. 
In \\ inter the black leathers of the head and crest have buff tips 
which are lost by abrasion in the Spring. 

lliero is only one species which is found over the geater part 
of Eastern Europe, Western and Central Asia. 
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(972) Pastor roseus. 

The Rosy Pastor or Rose-coloured Starling. 

Turdus roseus Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 170 (1758) (Lapland). 

Pastor roseus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 518. 

Vernacular names. Golabi maina (Hind, in the North); Tilyer 
(Hind, in the South); Pariki-pitta , Palisa (Tel.); Sura leuravi 
(Tam.); ifya (Sind); Lai-Maina (West Bengal). 

Description.—Adult male in Summer. Whole head and nape, 
upper breast, wings and tail black, the head portions glossed with 
purple, the rest with deep green; under wing-coverts and 
axillaries, flanks next the vent, thighs and under tail-coverts black 
edged with pink ; remainder of plumage rose-colour. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill rosv pink, darker 
and browner on the culraen; legs and feet tan, yellowish or pale 
horn-brown. * 1 



Measurements. Total length about 220 to 230 mm.; wing 124 
to 135 mm.; tail 65 to 75 mm.; culmen 21 to 23 mm.; tarsus 
29 to 34 mm. 

Male in Winter has the black feathers of the head and crest 
tipped with buff. 

Female similar to the male but paler and duller and with the 
rose-colour above nearly always mixed with greyish patches. 

Young birds acquire a partial adult plumage the first Autumn, 
the wings and tail becoming black and the first indications of rose- 
colour appearing. 

Nestling. Upper plumage sandy-brown, the feathers of the 
crown centred darker; wings and tail brown with paler edges; 
jower plumage paler sandy-brown, albescent on the lower breast 
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and abdomen, upper breast and fore neck with dark central 
markings. 

Distribution. Breeding in South-East Europe, West and Central 
Asia to Turkestan. In Winter it occurs iu great numbers all over 
North-West India and in smaller numbers to South India, having 
been obtained as far South as Ceylon and as far East as Manblmm 
and Bihar. Stragglers have occurred yet farther East. I 
obtained a specimen in Assam, Col. Tytier obtained one specimen 
in the Andamans, whilst later, 1905, Osmaston twice saw flocks 
and shot three specimens in those islands. 

Nidification. This handsome Starling breeds from the end of 
May to early July, placing its nest in almost any kind of con¬ 
venient hole or shelf in building, tree or bank, often, according to 
Dresser, on the ground quite unconcealed. The nest is made 
principally of grass but any kind of material, feathers, straw, 
leaves, rags, etc. may be mixed with this. The eggs number from 
three to five, rarely six and are bright, pale, glossy, skim-milk 
blue. Average 27-97x20*91 mm.: maxima 30*8 X 22*0 mm.; 
minima 26’6x21*i3 and 26*6 xl9'9 mm. 

Habits. In its habits this bird is a typical Starling though 
more gregarious than most, even breeding in large communities. 
It arrives jn the Punjab and North-Western Frontier Provinces 
in vast numbers among the earliest migrants, many appearing 
in the end of July. By October most birds have passed on 
to Southern and Eastern India and during December, January, 
February there are few birds in the North-West. In April 
and May the return migration takes place and by the middle 
of the latter month all have gone North. They feed on both 
insects and grain and their numbers are so great that they take a 
very serious toll of the ripe grain on theii migration routes^. 
When there are locust invasions, however, the “ Jowari-Birds” 
kill and eat an incredible number and are one of the most 
important factors in dealing with them. The song is “ a jumble 
of discordant, grating noises with some melodious warbles inter¬ 
mixed ” ( Ticeliurst ). 
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Genus STURNUS. 

Sturnus Linn., Svst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 85 (1758). 

Type, Sturnus vulgaris . 

The genus Sturnus contains the true Starlings, which have a 
very wide distribution and are familiar and well known birds 
wherever they occur. They may be recognized by their bright 
plumage, which is glossed with red, purple and blue and by the 
hackled feathers of the head, throar and breast. The genus 
Sturnus has a Winter and Summer plumage, the change being 
caused by the abrasion of the buff tips to the feathers; the 
colour of the bill al>o changes according to the season. The 
young are boldly streaked Mow and the sexes are alike. 
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In this genus the bill is as long as the head, broad, blunt and 
straight. The nostrils are covered by a membrane, which is 
feathered on the posterior half; the wing is very pointed and the 
tail short and square. 


Sturnus vulgaris. 

Sturnus vulgaris Linn.,Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 167 (1758). 
Type-locality: Sweden. 

Keg to Subspedes. 


A. Wing about 110 mm. (108 to 115 mm ) . S. v. minor , p. 33. 

B. Wing about 120 mm. (115 to 123 mm.) . & v. humii u. 31. 

C. Wing about 130 mm. (122 to 135 mm.). 



pm pose. it. may be that some of the very numerous Forms now 
admitted, as subspecies will have to be suppressed, though, on the 
other hand, it may even be possible that others may be discovered. 


(973) Sturnus vulgaris humii. 

The Himalayan Stabling. 


Sturnus humii Brooks, Str. Featk., viii, p. 207 (1873) (Kashmir) 
(Description, Ilume, Ibis, 1871, p. 410); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 520. 

Vernacular names. Tilgiri (Kashmir). 

Description.—Summer. Whole plumage black with various 
glosses, generally with a few fulvous specks ou the posterior Flanks 
and narrow fulvous margins to the primaries; iuuer portions of 
primaries and secondaries brown; tail purple-grey with black 
edges. 

Gloss. Head deep blue or green-blue; throat, neck, upper 
breast and upper hack copper-red; lower back, rump, scapulars, 
wings and abdomen greenish. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown in the male, white in the 
female; hill yellow; legs and feet reddish brown to tan-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 to 200 nun,; wing 115 
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to 123 mm.; tail 50 to 60 mm.; culmen 24 to 26 mm.; tarsus 

about 29 mm. . , .... . 

Winter Upper plumage and wing-coverts with small triangu 

gSSfefcMSS “AS X 

breast, flanks and abdomen. 

Youncr birds like the adult but retaining the large white spots 
of the nestling’s lower plumage and, to a less extent, t ie m spo s 

"itSTwl"!™". ihe teothers ,,E the lo ' re '' pl i""* 8e 

-I 

masses of debris in the reed-beds in the kashim Lakes. Th gfc 
number four to seven and are a very pale slam m » 

29-7x20*5 mm.: maxima 30*5x21*4 mm.; minima 2/Ox 
20-3 mm. and 28*0 x 19*2 mm. 

TTnbif.q This Starling is quite typical of the genus; very 
* i p ,1 imnudent and noisv though, perhaps, less ot 

of orchards, gardens, open 
a town bud a . English relation. It has a 

but well-wooded country J^is u ° peasant, although the 

considerable repertoire of t th finest songster 

bird ilf 1'» ?'•** «“ KLgSson tbe male sit. o,. 

to be found in Kashmir. mnninp' shivering wings and 

-f exposed position and S^shrieka and 

depressed tail P’®. , ^ t h whick to *bo its most indifferent 

a " ,ou ”'« in , th ° 
mate. I e . . r . .. c 0( i largely grasshoppers; otteu, 
destruction of their insect toon, g j o , . -i. • _ 

however, they do an even greater amount of harm in puter b 

fruit and ripe grain. 

(974) sturnus vulgaris porphyronotus. 

The Central Asian Starling. 

Sturnus porphyronotus Sharpe, Ibis, 1888, p. 438 (Yarkand); 
Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 521. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Gloss. Head, throat and neck deep bronze-green ; 
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upper plumage and scapulars all purple-red; breast violet- 
purple ; abdomen bronze-copper. 

This race seems to be generally and profusely spotted on the 
head and the spots on the upper plumage are almost white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill brown in Winter, 
yellow in Summer; legs and feet red-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 124 to 132 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding from Ferghana and Yarkand in Turkes¬ 
tan to the Tian Schan; in Winter, South Afghanistan, Baluchistan 
and N.W. India. Ticehurst records two specimens from Sind. 

Nidification. Breeds on the Tian Schan from April to June, 
making a nest similar to that of the Common Starling but more 
often placing it in holes in tree-trunks. The few eggs I have 
seen (24) average 31*2x21*1 mm.: maxima 32*7x21*5 and 
31*8x21*6 mm.; minima 28*0x20*7 and 31*0x20*6 mm. 

Habits similar to those of the other Starlings. 


(975) Sturnus vulgaris minor. 

The Small Indian Starling. 

Sturnus minor Hum$, Str. Feath., 1873, p. 207 (Larkkana. Sind); 

Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 522. 

Vernacular names. Ohoto Kharo NliaJceo (Sind). 

Description. Gloss. Head, throat and upper breast green ; 
remainder of upper plumage purple ; wings bronze-green; lower 
breast purple, abdomen bronze-green. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris in male brown, in female whitish ; 
bill yellow, dusky at the tip ; legs and feet claret-brown ” ( Doig ). 
In Winter the bill is dusky. 

Measurements. Wing 108 to 115 mm. “Up to 120 ram.” 

( Ticehurst ). 

Distribution. A resident race in Sind. Once found at Etawah 
by Brooks in 1872. 

* Nidification. The Small Indian Starling breeds in Sind from 
the middle of March to the middle of May, laying their eggs in 
holes in “ Kcnidi” trees (Prosopis spidgcra). They make a nest 
pad of grass and feathers and lay from three to live eggs, generally 
four winch are of the usual type but very small. According to 
O a tes they vary from 25*4 to 30*0 mm. in length and from 18*0 
to 20*8 mm. in breadth. The smallest egg in my collection is 
25*0x19*0 mm. 

Habits. This little Starling is very local in its habitat, apparently 
beimr only found within the close vicinity of water, either rivers, 
canats or swamps' and leaving the latter in specially dry seasons. 
According to Scrope Doig “the total lengths of their breeding- 
ground iu any district must he close on 200 miles, but entirely 
confined to the banks of the rivers. If you looked, four mile?. 
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from the river, one side or the other, you would not see one.” 
Their flight, food and voice are all similar to those of the other 
Starlings. 

(976) Sturnus vulgaris poltaratzskii. 

Finsoh’s Stabling. 

Sturnus poltaratzskii Finsch, P. Z. S., 1878, p. 713 (Lake Marka-Kul, 
Altai); Blanford & Oates, i, p. 523. 

Sturnus menzbieri. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 522. 

Vernacular names. Telia-maina (Hind.); Tilora (at Ghazipur); 
Nakshi-telia (at Agra); Tilgiri (Kashmir); Kharo MaJceo (Sind) 

Description. Gloss. Head and fore neck purple, greenish on the 
ear-coverts; whole upper plumage green, scapulars, wing-coverts 
and, rarely, the sides of the rump with some blue; abdomen 
purple-blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill yellow in Summer, 
dusky at the base; horn-brown in Winter: legs and feet reddish 
brown. 

Measurements. Wing 122 to 133 mm. 

Distribution. Siberia and Central Asia. In Winter a visitor 
to India from Sind to Eastern Assam and as far South as the 
Deccan and Madras. There is one quite typical specimen from 
Kandahar in the British Museum collection. 

Nidification. Eggs sent to me from the Scully collection found 
•“ near Lake Baikal ” measure about 29-5 x 2P7 mm. They were 
taken on the 4th and 17th May. 

Habits similar to those of other Starlings. This is a common 
Winter visitor to India, arriving in early October and leaving 
before the end of March. They frequent well-watered areas and 
keep much, especially in Sind, to the vicinity of rivers and 
canals. 

(977) Sturnus vulgaris nobilior. 

Hume’s Stabling. 

Sturnus nobilior Hume, Str. Feath., 18/9, p. 175 (Kandahar). 

Sturnus poltaratzskii. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 523 (part). 

Vernacular names. Tilgiri (Kashmir). 

Description. Gloss. Head, throat and fore neck copper-purple; 
upper plumage deep green, bluer on the rump and scapulars ; 
tips of longest scapulars, coverts and secondaries purple ; breast 
green; abdomen purple. Altogether a much darker bird than the 
preceding, with very dark axillaries. 

Colours of soft parts as in S. v. poltaratzskii. “ The iris of 
the female has a pale outer ring as with dresscri, poltaratzskii and 
porphyronotus ” ( Ticehurst ). 

Measurements. Wing 124 to 135 mm. 
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Distribution. Afghanistan and Persia and there is one 
specimen from Merv in the British Museum. A common Winter 
visitor to North-West India and Sind. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. A clutch of eggs sent me 
from Persia taken on the 20th May measure 30*5x20*7 mm. 

Habits similar to those of other Starlings. 


(978) Sturnus vulgaris dresseri. 

Diiesser’s Starling. 

Sturnus purpurascens dresseri Buturlin, Orn. Jahrb., 1904, pp 208-9 
(Askabad). * ’ 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Gloss. Head, neck and whole lower parts purule • 
upper parts green more blue on the lower back, rump and unner 
tad-coverts and often with a certain amount of purple sheen 
also ; wing-coverts and inner secondaries purple. 1 

Colours of soft parts as in S. v. poltaratzslcii. 

Measurements. Wing 122 to 131 mm 

toSSTS'toSS « d tb“T.«i‘ rgh S ”“ rdi " g 

I" di » * Museum »1 Wod is one LTS 

toothers so named appear to me to be all nobilior. ’ 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits do not differ from those of other Starlings. In Winter, 
w ion the extra-lanital Starlings visit India, two or more races 
may be round in the same flock. Thus Ticehurst obtained 
specimens ot nobilior and poltaratzslcii with one shot and also 
tound Dresser’s Starling associating with these two. This writer 
also points out that the plum-red shoulders of nobilior are a 
noticeable character in life. 


(979) Sturnus vulgaris dzungaricus. 

BuTurtrurrs Stauling. 

Sturnus dznmjaricus Buturlin, Orn. Jahrb., 1904, p. 208 (Uranga in 
Dzungaria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. “ Head and neck bronze-purple, the hack violet - 
green, rump violet (held away from the light the back is <n-een" 
the belt (sir) blue), shoulders bluish purple, wings purple-bronze’ 
underside laterally with bronzy gloss ” (Hart erf, Nov. Zool xxv ’ 
p. 336, 1918). 

Measurements. Wing 127 to 133 mm. 

Distribution. Dzungaria, where Buturlin believes it to breed 
and in winter going South. Four birds from India taken at 
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Lucknow, Meerut, Rawal-Pindi and Murdan agree better with 
the above description than with that of any other race. They are, 
however, verv close to clresseri. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


Genus SPODIOPSAR. 

Spodiopsar Sharpe, Ibis, 1889, p. 580. 

Type, Sturnus cineraceus Temin. 

The genus Spodiopsar differs from Sturnus in having the covering 
membrane of the nostril entirely plumed and' in having plumage 
without gloss. The culrnen of the bill is slightly curved and not 
straight as in Sturnus. The sexes are alike and the Summer and 
Winter plumages do not vary. 

There is only one species which enters our limits on migration. 


(980) Spodiopsar cineraceus. 

The Grey Stabling. 

Sturnus cineraceus Ternni., PI. Col., 556 (1832) (Japan). 

Spodiopsar cineraceus. Blauf. & Oates, i, p. 524. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Crown, nape and sides of head 
black ; forehead, lores, chin and ear-coverts white more or less 
streaked with black; the white often encroaches in streaks on to 
the crown, throat and sides of head, a few individuals being almost 
all white on the throat; upper plumage and wing-coverts ashy- 
brown with a broad white bar across the rump; primaries dark 
brown narrowly margined with white on the outer webs ; the 
outer secondaries more broadly margined inner secondaries like 
the back but with bronze reflections and narrow terminal dark 
margins; chin and throat dark ashy-brown with faint streaks of 
paler brown; breast and flanks dark ashy, abdomen and under 
tail-coverts creamy-white ; axillaries white with brown on the 
inner webs; under wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris composed of two rings of hazel and 
white ; bill orange with a wide black tip ; legs and feet yellow or 
yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 240 mm.; wing 122 to 
132 mm.; tail 61 to 65 mm.; culrnen 23 to 25 mm.; tarsus 
30 to 31 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male but never seems to assume the 
very dark throat, breast and flanks, these parts being always a 
paler ashy-grey. 

Young male like the female but with a still lighter crown and 
nape. 

Nestling. Whole plumage light russet-brown, albescent on the 
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abdomen and under tail-coverts ; ear-coverts and chin whitish, 
the former with a few black streaks. 

Distribution. Eastern Siberia to Japan ; breeding also in 
North China and Mongolia. In Winter South to South China, 
Hainan and Formosa and once into Burmah. 

Nidification. Very similar to that of birds of the genus Sturnus, 
They make a very rough nest of grass and feathers placed in a 
hole of a tree at any height from the ground between 10 and 
BO feet. Owston informed me that it also sometimes bred in 
deserted buildings. The eggs vary from three to seven and are 
like rather deep-coloured eggs of the- Common Starling. They 
vary in size between 25*8 x 19*5 mm. and 30*0x22*0 mm. The 
breeding-season is from the end of April to early June. 

Habits. This Starling is said to be gregarious and even to 
breed in scattered communities. It is a bird of open country in 
which there are suitable trees and is rather shy of man s haunts 
Its flight is like that of the true Starlings and its diet also 
■similar. 



Genus STURNIA. 

Sturnia Less., Oompl. Buff., ix, Ois., p. 53 (1837). 

Type, Sturnia sinensis=turclifor mis Wagler. 

^“ contains two Indian species, of which one is 
separable into several geographical races. 

hrown !:?^ he r^ are an( l the young are almost uniform 
brown until the first Autumn. The hill is shorter than the head, 

cue er, w ith the culraen gently curved; the nasal membrane is 
p ninei : the tail is wedge-shaped, the middle pair of tail-feathers 
temg a little the longest. 


Key to Species . 

A. Upper wing-coverts and scapulars rosy-white 

„ contrasting with hack . & turdiformis , p. 37. 

B. Upper wing-coverts and scapulars same colour 

as back . & malabarica, p. 38. 
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( 98i ) Sturnia turdiformis. 

The Chinese Myna. 

Pastor turdiformis Wagler, Syst. Aw, Pastor sp. 15(1827) (China). 

Sturnia sinensis . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 52G. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown, chin, lores and round the eye 
rosy ferruginous, deepest and purest on the lores; rump, upper 
tail-coverts, flanks* thighs and under tail-coverts rosy-ferruginous ; 
neck and back ashy-grey ; scapulars and wing-coverts white at the 
bases grading into rosy; quills black with a metallic green gloss 
on the visible portions of the closed wing; tail black, broadly 
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tipped with ferruginous and the outermost feathers edged with 
the same; throat, sides of neck and breast pale grey: centre of 
abdomen white; axillaries and under wing-coverts very ferru¬ 
ginous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white to bluish-white ; bill slaty-grey 
or pale bluish-plumbeous, the mouth and base rich slaty-blue; 
legs and feet slaty-blue to plumbeous-grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 225 mm.; wing 95 to 
106 min.; tail 54 to 59 mm.; culmen 18 to 19 mm.; tarsus 26 te 
27 mm. 

In Winter after the Autumn moult the rosy-ferruginous tint 
disappears altogether or to a great extent, the parts affected 
becoming grey-white or pure white, as on the flanks. 

The Young bird has the head all grey, merely suffused with 
rufous ; the wings and tail are dark brown ; the rump, scapulars 
and wing-coverts are grey and the lower surface pale grey, a littlo 
deeper on the breast. 

Distribution. Breeding in China, Formosa and Japan and 
extending in Winter throughout the Indo-Chinese countries and 
Siam to Singapore and Pegu. Hume also saw it in Manipur. 

Nidification. In China Messrs. Yaugban and Jones found these 
birds breeding during May and June, placing their nests occasion¬ 
ally in holes in trees but more often in buildings, especially in 
old pagodas. The nests are large, untidy affairs of all kinds of 
rubbish and the birds often build in large communities, sometimes 
with Sparrows and other Mynas. The eggs number four or five 
and are pale blue-green. They average 27-4 x 18*8 mm. 

Habits. This Starling is almost entirely a tree-feeder but 
occasionally also feeds on the ground. Like the rest of the genus 
it is gregarious, though not assembling, even during migration, in 
the vast multitudes affected by the Rosy Pastor. They arrive in 
their Winter quarters in September and leave again at the end cf 
March, pairing before they arrive at their nesting-places. 

Sturnia malabarica. 

Key to Subspecies . 


A. Lower plumage partly or all rufous. 

a. Head grey or grey tinged with rufous. 

a\ Winglet and primary-coverts black. S. m. malabarica , p. 39. 
b '. Winglet and primary-coverts white, 

or with some white markings .... S, m. nemoricola , p. 42. 

b. Head all white . & ifo, blythii , p. 40. 

B. Lower plumage all white, except under 

tail-coverts. 

c. Rump pale grey, under tail-coverts pale 

rufous . & m. andamanensis , p. 41. 

d. Rump rufous, under tail-coverts chest¬ 

nut rufous ... S. in. erythropygia , p. 41. 

e. Rump pale grey, under tail-coverts 

chestnut rufous . S. m. katchalemis , p. 42. 
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STURNIA M. MALABARICA, 3 Alifesize. 
Tht Grey-headad Myna 
Abnormal colouration on lower plumage. 
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(982) Sturnia malabarica malabarica. 

Tiie Grey-headed Myna. 

Turdus malabaricus Gmelin, Syst. Nat., i, p. 816 ( 1789 ) (Malabar). 

Sturnia malabana. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 527. 

Vernacular names. Paivi (Hind.) ; Desi-pawi (Beng.); Pdli- 
rated (Tel.) ; Kat-haliJc (Assam) ; Maina-gophu (Cachari). 

Description. Forehead and feathers over the eye white, often 
tinged with ferruginous; whole upper plumage and wing-coverts 
grey tinged with rufous on the upper tail-coverts and sometimes 
faintly washed all over with the same; feathers of the crown and 
lengthened feathers of the nape and neck with pale shafts ; middle 
pair of tail-feathers bronze-grey, the lateral deep ferruginous with 
blackish bases ; winglet, greater coverts and primaries black, the 
latter tipped with grey; the grey increases in extent until the 
innermost secondaries are all of this colour with black shafts * 
sides of the head, chin, throat and upper breast lilac-grey, the chin 
and throat very pale and the breast-feathers pafe-shafted: 



Fig. 11. Head of S . m . malabarica. 


remainder ot lower plumage bright ferruginous, deepest on the 
lower taii-coverts; under wing-coverts and axillaries lilac-grey 
marked with black ; the edge of the wing, next the bastard wing, 
is ofteu whitish. b 

Colours of soft parts. Iris greyish or pearl-white to white ; bill 
blue at the base, turning to green in the centre and to yellow at 
the tip ; legs and feet yellowish olive to yellowish brown, the 
claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 226 mm.; wing 99 to 
102 mm*} tail 61 to 63 nun.; culmen 17 to 18 mm.; tarsus 25 
to 26 mm. 

In Winter the rufous becomes very pale and dull, sometimes 
almost disappearing; the upper plumage also becomes duller and 
browner. 

Nestling. Above dull grey-brown, the bead paler; tail all 
brown ; below pale rufous. The bill is all yellow and the iris dull 
bluish-grey or bluish brown. 

Distribution. The whole of India except thp North-West 
portion beyond a line drawn roughly from Mt. Abu to Debra Dun, 
To the South probably not breeding on the Malabar Coast South 
of Belgaum, though in Winter it straggles into Mysore arid there 
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Assam, 


is one specimen from Travancore in the British Museum. 

Manipur, Chin Hills, Yunnan and Cochin China. 

Nidification. The Grey-headed Myna breeds from April to 
June from the level of the Plains to about 5,000 feet, not often 
above 4,000 feet. It places its nest in small holes m trees at 
heights varying from 10 to 40 feet from the ground, olten 
enlarging or altering a hole to suit its purpose. The nest is a very 
crude one, sometimes only a few leaves and a little grass, some¬ 
times a good pad of the same material. The eggs number from 
three to five and are pale blue in colour. In shape they are most 
often rather long, pointed ovals and measure : average 
23*4x18*1 mm.: maxima 26*0x18*9 and 238x190 mm., 

minima 21-1 X 18-0 and 22-3x17-0 mm. 

Habits This little Myna is an inhabitant of both well-wooded 
open country and of forest and is especially partial to huge trees 
left standing in patches of cultivation inside forest. When these 
trees, such as Bornbax malabarica , are in flower, many ot these 
birds resort to them to feed on thd insects they attiact. T icy 
hunt about amicably in company with many other species of birds 
and themselves associate in flocks of a dozen or twenty individuals. 
Every now and then the whole flock hurl themselves off the tree, 
fly at a great pace for a few circles round about it and then, 
Laving recovered their appetites, once more settle and feed. They 
keep up a constant rather musical little chatter and their notes 
generally are much less discordant than those of either the true 
Starlings or those of the genera Acridotheres etc. 

Abnormallv coloured specimens of this species seem to be very 
common and I have seen quite a number coloured as in the plate 

here given. 


(983) Sturnia malabarica blythii. 

Blyth’s Myna. 

Pastor blythii Jerdon, Madr. Journ. Lit. Sen, xiii, p. 13*3 (1844) 
^irS&V. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 526. 

Vernacular names. Pali palisa (Tel.). 

Description. Differs from 8. ni. tnalabaricu in having the whole 
head, neck and breast white ; the grey of the upper parts is paler 
and there is little or no rufous tinge to the rump : the flanks and 
abdomen are paler rufous ; the axillaries and under wing-coverts 
are whiter and the white shoulder wing-patch is generally more 
conspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements about the same as in the preceding race. Wing 
90 to 106 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding ou the Malabar Coast and Travancore 
South of Belgaum. Belgaum seems to be the meeting-ground of 
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the two races when breeding and many specimens from that district 
are intermediate between the two, whilst some individuals are 
much nearer one than the other. Breeding birds from the 
B ynaad, Nilgiris and Palnis all appear to be of this race. Its 
Eastern limit appears to be Manjarabad in Mysore. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding bird. The eggs 
cannot be distinguished but average about 23-5 x 18-2 mm. The 
breeding-season seems to be principally April but probably extends 
into May. They breed from the level of the Plains up to about 
2,500 feet. 

Habits. Similar to those of S. m. malaburica. 


(934) Sturnia malabarica andamanensis. 

The Andaman White-headed Mina. 

Temenuchus andamanensis Tytler, Beavan, Ibis, 1867 p 309 
(Andamans). ’ 1 ' 

Slw-nia andamanensis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 629. 


Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole head, neck and lower plumage, except 
under tn.l-coverts white ; the latter pale rufous ; back and rump 
paegrey; cen ral tad-feathers black glossed with green; oute? 
tad-feathers pale rufous with black bases ; wings black with green 
reflections on the margins. 6 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pure white to pearly or bluish white; 
bdl yellow with the base smalt-blue ; legs and feet pale yellow to 
fleshy-yellow, claws horny. 


Measurements rather larger than S. m. malabarica ; wing 103 
to 113 ram. ; tail 75 to 76 mm. ; oilmen 20 to 21 mm.: tarsus 
27 to 28 mm. 


Distribution. Andamans only. 

Nidificat-ion. Similar to that of the other races. Osmaston 
describes the nest as being made of small pliant twigs and a 
feather or two, placed in a hole in a tree at any height from 6 to 
30 leet or more. They breed from the end of March to the 
middle of May. Twenty eggs average 25*5 x 19*0 nun. : maxima 
27*1 x 19-0 and 26-1x20*3 mm. ; minima 24*0x 18*9 and 25*1 x 
17 9 mm. 

Habits. The same as those of the other races. 


(985) Sturnia malabarica erythropygia. 

The Nicobar AVhite-headed Myna. 


Sturnia erythropygia Blvtli, J. A.S.B., xv, 
Nicobars); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 529. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 


Pi 34 (1846) (Car 
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Description. Differs from the last bird in having the rump and 
upper tail-coverts rufous-chestnut and in having the chestnut of 
the tail and under tail-coverts much deeper in colour. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Andaman Myna. 

Measurements. Wing 112 to 120 mm. 

Distribution. Car Nicobar only. 

Nidificatioii does not differ from that of the other races. A 
single egg taken by Osmaston measures 25*1 X 19*0 mm. and 
was found on the 21st of April. 

Habits the same as those of all the other .Sturnia malabarica 
group. 

(986) Sturnia malabarica katchalensis. 

Richmond's White-headed Myna. 

Sturnia erytliropygia katchalensis Richmond, Proc. U.S. Nat. Mas., 
xxv, p. 293 (1902) (Katchal). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. “ The six skins of this form all differ from 
S. erytliropygia in having the pale rump and upper tail-coverts of 
S. andamanensis with the smaller dimensions of the latter.’* It 
has the roseate under tail-coverts, thighs and abdomen of 
S. erytliropygia . 

Measurements. “Length 219 mm.; wing 106 mm.; tail 
71 mm. ; tarsus 25*5 mm.; culmen 21*5 mm.” (Richmond). 

Distribution. Island of Katchal. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded but almost certainly 
similar to those of the rest of the genus. 

(987) Sturnia malabarica nemoricola. 

The White-winged Myna. 

' Sturnian emoncola Jerdon, Ibis, 1862, p. 22 (Thavetmyo, [Upper] 
Burma); Blanf, & Oates, i, p. 528. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very similar to S. m . malabarica but with the 
forehead, crown, chin and throat a purer pearly grey. In adults 
the winglet, primary-coverts and, generally, the bastard primary 
are white or rosy white. 

Measurements, Wing 94 to 103 mm. 

Colours of soft parts as in S. m. malabarica. 

Young birds and Nestlings are not distinguishable from 
S. m. malabarica , though in some cases there are traces of white on 
the wing. 

Distribution. Kackin Hills and S. Shan States, through Central 
Burma to Peninsular Burma and Siam about as far South as 
Muleyit. 


wiNisr^ 



AGROPSAR. 


43 


Nidification. Places its nest in boles in trees like tbe other 
^wrmas, laying three to live eggs indistinguishable from those of 
the other races. Those few I have seen average very bio-, perhans 
abnormally so, 26‘5 X 19-6 mm. Oates found them breeding in 
legu in May and June, whilst Macdonald and Col. Harin°tou 
obtained their eggs in Upper Burma in May. 

Habits the same as those of tbe other races. 


Genus AGROPSAR. 

Agropsar, Oates, Avifauna B. I., i, p. 530 (1890). 

Type, Agropsar stuminus. 

This genus differs very considerably from Aturnia. Its bill is 
shorter and more massive, the tail is very short and is forked" 
parts of the plumage are glossy and it has a more pointed wing’ 
1 he nasal membrane also is plumed only at the posterior cornerf 

mi<n-Mory XeS ar6 a ^^ e ' ^ conta * lls one species only, which is 

(988) Agropsar stuminus. 

The Daurian Myna. 

e 7D*4" P *“-’ Ke “' El “ 8 - iii. p. 695 <im> 

Agropsar stuminus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 530. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 




Fig. 12. — Hoad ot' A. sturninus. 


Description. Crown, nape, neck and upper back grey with a 
metallic purple patch on the nape ; back, rump and wing- 
coverts metallic purple ; median wing-coverts purple-black, 
broadly tipped with huffy-white, greater coverts black glossed 
with green and tipped with buff; primary-coverts black°ed"ed 
with glossy green; primaries dark brown very narrowly edged 
with buff and with broad buff patches on the basal halves of the 
inner webs; visible portions of secondaries metallic green w ith 
terminal buff spots; outer webs of scapulars buff or buffy-white ; 
lores and a ring round the eye white; sides of head, neck and 
lower plumage pale grey, the chin tinged with rufous; tfcil 
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metallic green, the outermost feathers edged with huff; under 
tail-coverts buff ; axillaries and under wing-coverts pale grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill horny-brown to 
almost black, the base of the lower mandible bluish-white; legs 
and feet greenish-brown to horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 to 200 mm.; wing 104 
to 109 mm.; tail 48 to 53 mm.; tarsus about 26 mm.; culmen 
about 14 to 16 mm. 

Young birds have the metallic colours replaced by brown ; the 
rufous rump is hardly noticeable but the rufous edges to the 
primaries are more pronounced; the chin is pure grey and 
the buff markings on the scapulars and wings are pale and dull. 

Distribution. Breeding in Eastern Siberia and Northern China; 
in Winter to Southern China, the Indo-Burmese countries, the 
whole of the Malay Peninsula and peninsular Siam and Burma. 

There is also a specimen in the British Museum apparently 
obtained by Captain Pulton in Chitral at 11,000 feet on 16. /. 

1902. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. This is said to be a tame and confiding bird haunting 
well-wooded but open country and having much the same habits 
as the birds of the genus Sturnia, It feeds both on the ground 
and on trees, has a swift straight flight and a sweet, short song 
in the breeding-season. 

Genus AMPELICEPS. 

Ampeliceps Blytli, J. A. S. B., xi, p. 194 (1842). 

Type, A mpeliceps coyoncitus Blytb. 

The genus contains a remarkable Myna, which may be recog¬ 
nized by its bright black and yellow plumage, its long crest and its 

nude orbits. , , _ . 

In this genus the bill is shorter than the head, wide at the base, 

with the culmen well curved; the frontal feathers are curly, 
growing both upwards and inwards and inclining over the base of 
the bill; a large space round the eye is quite bare. The wing is 
very long and pointed and the tail short and square. 

The sexes are alike. 



(989) Ampeliceps coronatus. 

The Gold-chested Myna. 

Ampeliceps coronatus Blytb, J. A. S. B., xi, p. 194 (1842) (Tenas- 
serim); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 681. 

Vernacular names. Dao-maina-rajah (Cachari). 

Description. Forehead, crown and crest, face, chin and throat 
bright golden yellow ; a patch of yellow at the base of the third to 
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tbe eighth primary on the outer webs and a bigger white patch 
on the inner webs from the second to the eighth; remainder of 
the plumage glossy black with green reflections. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill orange, bluish 
at tbe gape, ophthalmic skin yellow, turning to orange in the 
breeding-season ; legs and feet dull orange, claws brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 210 mm.; wing 121 to 
133 mm.; tail 59 to 63mm.; tarsus about 27 mm.; culmen 
about 14 mm. 

Young birds have the whole head black but nearly always with 
a trace of yellow on the throat. The black seems to be discarded 
by degrees, streaks and patches of black remaining uutil the 
second year. 


I 



Fig. 13. Head of A. coronatus. 


Distiibution. Assam and Eastern Bengal, Cochin China, Siam 
and South Burma to Trang in the North Malay Peninsula. 
Aunam. It will probably be found in the lower hills and broken 
country throughout Burma to Toungoo, the most Northern 
Burmese point yet recorded. 


Nidification. This beautiful Myna places its nest, a very rough 
aflair of fine twigs, leaves and bark, in a hole in a tree 20 to 
40 feet from the ground. Davison found three young in a nest on 
the 13th of April. Hopwocd took eggs on the 30th of the same 
month in Tavoy and Nagas brought Dr. Coltart and myself 
eggs with the parent birds in May. The eggs are like those of 
Acridotheres but paler and measure about 28*0x20*0 mm. The 
number laid appears to be always three. 

Habits. The Gold-crested Myna is as arboreal in its habits as 
the preceding genera, feeding almost entirely in high trees on 
both insects, seeds and fruits. Its fiight is very rapid and its 
chattering notes, hardly a song even at their best, are sweet and 
pleasing. It collects in small parties but is not nearly so grega¬ 
rious as the species of Stumia and may often be seen in pairs 
or just three or four birds together. It is found in the Plains all 
the year round and up to about 4000 feet in Summer, though 
it generally breeds below 2,000 feet. 


» 
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Genus STURNORNIS. 

Sturnornis Legge, B. of Ceylon, p. 679 (1879). 

Tvpe, Sturnornis senex Temm. 

The sole species representing this genus is very close to Sturma 
but somewhat approaches the ground-feeding Mynas. in its 
stouter bill and shorter, more rounded wing. It has a triangular 
patch of bare skin behind the eye. 

The sexes are alike. 



(990) Sturnornis senex. 

The Ceylon White-headed Myna. 

Heterornis setiex Temm., Bonaparte, Consp. Av., i, p. 419 (1851) 

(Bengal, in errors ; Ceylon). 

Sturnornis senex . Blanf. Sc Oates, i, p. 534. 

Vernacular names. Mayina (Cing.). 

Description. Whole head white; nape and sides of neck dull 
black with white shafts to the feathers; remainder of upper 
plumage, wings and tail black, the first slightly, the others strongly, 
glossed with very dark green; the whole lower plumage rather 
dark lavender-grey with white shaft-stripes, boldest on the breast; 
under tail-coverts buffy-white ; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
white, slightly mottled with black. 

Colours of soft parts. “Iris dull whitish, with a narrow brown 
inner circle; orbital skin and eyelid dull bluish; bill, gape and 
base plumbeous-blue, the apical half bluish-brown ; legs and feet 
bluish-plumbeous, claws bluish ” {Legge). 

Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 105 to 
110 mm. ; tail 69 to 73 mm.; tarsus about 26 mm.; culmen 
about 20 to 21 mm. 

Young birds have the whole crown black. 

Nestling. “ Forehead, bead and hind neck concolorous and of 
a dull brown hue; a whitish superciliary stripe passes from the 
nostrils over the eye; the ear-coverts are sullied white, hut 
the white of the throat seems to extend lower down and to 

change abruptly into the dark grey of the chest and”-“ there 

are no white mesial stripes ” {Legge). 

Nidification. Mr. Lewis took two eggs of this bird in April' 
from a hole in the stem of a tree, which had been laid on the 
bare wood with no semblance of a nest. They were pale blue in 
colour, in shape narrow pointed ovals and “ they measured 
l , 01"x0 , 79" ” ( Wait). Eggs sent me from Ceylon and supposed 
to be of this Myna are of the usual blue colour and could not be 
distinguished from large eggs of Stvrnia m. malabarica. 

Habits. This Starling is arboreal in its habits, haunting fruit¬ 
bearing trees in heavy forest in small flocks. Its diet seems to be 
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mainly frugivorons, though it doutless eats a certain number of 
insects also. Its voice is said to be a soft chattering and its flight 
fairly quick and direct. 



Genus TEMENUCHUS. 

Temenuchus Cab., Mils. Hein., Th. i, p. 204 ('1850), 

Type, Temenuchuspagodarum. 

The genus Temenuchus forms a connecting link between the 
arboreal Mynas already dealt with and the terrestrial ones which 
follow and have rounder wings and stouter tarsi than the 
former. 

The genus contains one Mynah, which is a very familiar bird 
all over India. 

It is characterized by a very long crest; the bill is about half 
the length of the head with the culmen slightly curved ; the nasal 
membrane is plumed and there is no nude skin on the sides of the 
head; the wing is blunt and the tail is slightly graduated The 
sexes are alike. D ’ 



Fig. 14.—Head of T, pagodarum. 


(991) Temenuchus pagodarum. 

The Black-headed Myna. 

Tardus pagodarum Gmel., Syst. Nat., i, p. 816 (1789) (Malabar). 

Tememichu8 pagodarum . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 633. 

* Vernacular names. Popoya maina , Bamuni maina , Puhaia 
(Hind.): Monghyr pawi, Brahmini maina (Beng.) ; Pabim 
pawi (Muttra); Papata gorinJci (Tel.); Popata pariki , Rawanaii 
(Tam.); Martintvo (Port, in Ceylon). 

Description. Head, forehead to nape and long crest glossy 
black; sides of head and neck, back of latter, chin, throat ana 
breast to abdomen rich buff, the feathers of all but the lower 
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breast lengthened and with faint pale shaft-stripes 5 remaining 
upper plumage, wing-coverts and inner secondaries grey ; primary- 
coverts and primaries black ; the edge of the shoulder of the wing 
white; central tail-feathers grey-brown, the lateral feathers dark 
brown with white tips increasing on the outermost feather to 
half the inner and two-thirds the outer web; axilliaries and 
under wing-coverts white; vent, thigh-coverts, posterior flanks 
and under tail-coverts white more or less tinged grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white to greenish or pearl-white; 
bill yellow, blue at the base and greenish in between; legs and 
feet bright yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm.; wing 102 to 
109 mm.; tail 67 to 71 mm.; tarsus about 29 mm.; culmen about 
18 to 19 mm. 

Young birds are light brown above with a darker brown cap 
and dark brown tail- and wing-quills ; below, the colour is a pale 
dull buffv-brown; the markings on the lateral tail-feathers are 
dull and less in extent. 

Distribution. The whole of India from Ceylon to the Hima¬ 
layas up to 4,000 or 5,000 feet. It has been found in 
Afghanistan and in Grilgit at 8,000 feet. To the East it is rare 
in extreme Eastern Bengal but it occurs in Dacca, where I have 
seen it, as also in Gowhati in Western Assam. Its occurrence in 
Arakan has never been confirmed and Blyth’s record is probably 
due to an error. 

Nidification. This handsome, sprightly little Myna breeds 
during May and June but eggs have been taken as early as April 
and as late as August. It makes its nest in almost any kind of 
hole in tree, stump or building; over most of its area it prefers 
trees but in Madras Jerdon says it generally builds in houses, 
pagodas etc., from which habit it takes its name. The 
linim' placed in the hole is nearly always rather meagre, 
consisting of a few leaves, scraps of grass and other oddments, 
sometimes with a scanty lining of feathers or wool The eggs 
number three or four, rarely live, and are exactly like those of 
the genus Sturnia. One hundred eggs average 24-6Xl9G mm. 
and the extremes are: maxima 29'2 x 20-3 mm.; minima 21-8 x 
168 mra. (Hume). 

They breed up to 4,000 feet but generally below 2,000 feet and 
in the Plains everywhere. 

Habits. The Black-headed Myna is found every where except in 
heavy forest and in the desert portions of the North-West. It is 
typically a plains 5 bird but straggles up to great heights occasion¬ 
ally. It feeds both on the ground and on trees; at times it may 
he seen among cattle with the Common Myna, feeding on 
grasshoppers and insects, whilst at other times it feeds on lofty 
flowering trees in company with the Grey-headed Myna and other 
arboreal birds. It is very tame and confiding and a very cheerful 
bird in all its ways : even its notes are pleasing, whilst during the 
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fl r th ® y al ‘ nost nse t0 the dignity of a song. I n 

it is less swift and straight than the truly arboreal Mvnas 
but quicker and steadier than the ground-feeding species. 

Genus GRACUPICA. 

Gracupica Lesson, Traits, p. 401 (1831). 

Type, Gracupica nigricollis Paykull. 

The principal characteristic of the genus Gracupica is the 
krge extent ot the bare orbital skin. The bill is long and stout 
with the culraen gently curved; the feathers of the forehead are 
short and inclined backwards. 


Key to Species . 


A. Bill black; lower plumage white 

B. Bill red ; lower plumage vinous. 

a. Lower rump ashy-brown like the back , 

b. Lower rump buff, contrasting with back. 


G. nigricollis , p. 49 . 

G. burmanica, p. 50. 
G. Icucocephala , p. 51. 


(992) Gracupica nigricollis. 

The Black-kecked Myna 

Graculipica nigricollis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 534. 

Vernacular names. Zayet (Burmese); Nok-kiny-lp-ong (Siam). 



Fig. 15.—Head of G. nigricollis . 

Description. Whole head white followed by a broad black 
collar round tbe lower throat and neck; next the collar on the 
back is a band of black feathers broadly tipped and m a rein I 
with white; a broad white band across the rump; remainder >f 
upper plumage, wing-coverts, scapulars and inner secomhrie ■ 
dark brown with white tips, often abraded or obsolete on tl 
back; primary-coverts all white; primaries dark brown verv 
narrowly tipped white; below white ; axillaries and under wine- 
coverts black and white. ° 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris creamy grey, skin round 
cbroliie-orange; beak black-brown; legs and feet dull 
(Forrest). 
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Measurements. Total length about 275 mm.; wing 150 to 
159 mm.; tail 87 to 91 mm.; tarsus 41 to 42 mm.; culmen about 
29 to 30 mm. 

Young birds have the whole head and neck light brown. 

Distribution. South China, the whole of the Indo-Chinese 
countries, Shan States, Kuchin Hills, Siam and Southern Burma. 

Nidification. This Myna breeds from the level of the Plains 
up to nearlv 5,000 feet in Siam, Burma and the Shan States, in 
Siam it lays from March to July, whilst in Mavmyo, Tpper 
Burma, eggs have been taken as late as August. It builds a 
huge untidy nest of grass, leaves and miscellaneous odds and ends, 
domed and placed high up in a tree or Palm. It is a very 
conspicuous sight, added to by the fact that several birds 
sometimes breed in company. The eggs number three, more 
rarely four and are just like large specimens of the Common 
Myna, perhaps when fresh a rather richer blue. Fifty eggs 
average 32*4x22*5 inm.: maxima 37*4 X 24 5 mm.; minima 
29*4 x 21*7 and 30-6 x 21*5 mm. 

Habits. This is a Myna of open country and is a familiar bird 
is the vicinity of towns and villages. It seeks its food almost 
entirely on the ground and is as good an exterminator of locusts 
and grasshoppers as is the Common Myna. It is sturdy on the 
leg but not as good a flier as the genera already dealt with, 
whilst its notes are said to be harsh and discordant. It is a 
noisy bird and collects in flocks in the evenings before roosting, 
as do so many others of this Family. 

(993) Gracupica burmanica. 

Jbiidon’s Myna. 

Sturnia burmanica Jerdon, Ibis, 1862, p. 21 (Tha}etmyo, TJ. 

Graculipica burmanica. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 5.15. 

Vernacular names. Zayet (Burm.). 

Description. Whole head and upper breast dirty w hite ; back 
and scapulars dark grey paling on the rump and upper tail- 
coverts ; central tail-feathers (lark bronze-brown, lateral tail- 
feathers black at the base with broad white tips ; wing-coverts 
and secondaries bronze with well-defined black margins ; primary- 
coverts black with white tips; primaries blackish with narrow 
bronze tips and white bases ; breast, flanks and abdomen vinous 
pink; vent, thigh-coverts and tail-coverts white; axillaries and 
under-wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light yellow to dark brown; eyelids 
and orbital skin plumbeous; bill red, the lower base of the 
maxilla and half the mandible black; legs and feet yellow' to 
orange-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 mm.; wing 110 to 
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%Sa , *i££ n " m - > culmen 

Distribution. Practically the whole of TWm* r*. ^ 

Vi Nidifi iU r he C ii" H m 8 t0 PegU ; Kachin Hills ’ Sh ’ an States. 
Edification. Ihis Myna breeds in great numbers in 

Burma and Col. H. H. Hnrington, who took numerous neT/ 

writes in epistola ,: “ <?. burmanica is the Common Myna of Upper 

Burma m the jungles It breeds both in holes in trees and^n 

and hou ? es - I found a pair building in the verandah of 

Aprilto’^ “ May * * * ’ U breeds P™babiy from 

The eggs are typical Mynas’, dark Thrush-egg blue in colour 
stout and rather coarse in texture, with a fair <doss whilst in 

ssar 291x130 ^ 

1 hev breed up to an elevation of about 6,000 feet 
both trees and ground Tite^b f / ZT' lt ha ™<* 

«“ l*«er. lill 5 „ ml iaTVSe r fera Hv 
gregarious and assembles in lare e flocks i„ ,u ta ml -T lfc ls very 

indulges in m „ch loud 

Gracupica leucocephala. 

Key to SiibsjiecuS' 

B. First primary tipped with biack . r t ^ ucoccp/la! . a> P- 51 - 

11 UiacK . (j* I- annametms, p. 52. 

(.),U) Gracupica leucocephala leucocephala. 

Hume’s Myna. 

^ dl *«- 

Graculipica leucocephala. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 536. 

"Vernacular names. Hone recorded. 

Description. Forehead and crown yellowish white or irdi • L 
grey; back of the neck vinous rufous; back and 
ashy-greenish black; lower rump buff; tail black with broTi^ 
tips; wing like that of G. burmanica but with the u it! ^ bulV 
m extent and more conspicuous; chin and throat albescent.•t? 6 ?’ 
flanks and abdomen rosy vinous; vent and under »• ,T 
pinkish buff; axillaries and under wing-coverts rosy white’ 6rtS 

Colours of soft parts, iris pearl-white to bluish crev • biiik n 
reddish at the base; legs and feet yellow to Z b,,| y ellow ’ 

b 2 
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Measurements. Total length about 250 mm.; wing 120 to 
130 min.; tail 70 to 75 mm.; tarsus about 32 min.; culmeii 
about 21 to 22 mm. 

Young birds have the crown of the head brown and the whole 
plumage duller. 

Distribution. Cochin China, Siam and Tenasserim. Hume’s 
^incognita cannot be sustained, as the specimens to which the name 
was given are undoubtedly nothing more than young examples of 
G . leucocephala, similar specimens having been obtained all over 
the range of that bird. A specimen procured “ near Perak ” and 
sent to me for identification was undoubtedly of this species. 

Nidificatiou. Eggs sent me with a specimen of this species from 
“near Perak” are like small eggs of ihe preceding bird and 
measure between 25*0x19*5 and 26*9x21*0 mm. They were 
taken on the 19th of May and the 25th of April. 

Habits. Apparently similar to those of Gracupica burmanica. 



(995) Gracupica leucocephala annamensis. 

Wells’s Myna. 

Graculipica leucocephala a?mamensis Wells, Bull. B. 0. U., xxxix, 
p. 76 (1919) ^Nhatrang, Annam). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs only from the preceding bird in having 
the first, or bastard, primary always broadly tipped with black 
instead of pure white. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the last bird; 
wing 118 to 130 mm. 

Distribution. Annam and Northern Shan States. Kloss, 
perhaps rightly, does not admit this race, but in the material 
available lor comparison in the British Museum the above 
character holds good, so I retain it for the present. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 


Genus ACRIDOTHERES. 

Acridotheres Vieill., Analyse, p. 42 (1810). 

Type, Acridotheres tristis Linn. 

In Acridotheres the nasal and frontal plumes are lengthened 
and erect, or slightly curled backwards. There is a large patrh 
of bare skin beneath and behind the eye. The feathers of the 
crown are elongated and pointed. The bill is shorter than the 
head, with the culmen curved, the wing very blunt and the tail 
considerably rounded. The sexes are alike. 
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Key to Species . 

A. Under wing-coverts and axillaries 

white . A. tristis, p. 53. 

B. Under wing-coverts and axillaries 

huff . At. ginginianus, p. 55. 


Acridotheres tristis. 

Key to Subspecies, 

A. Not so dark above. Primary-coverts 

entirely white. A. t. tristis , p. 53. 

B. Much darker above. Primary-coverts 

half black and half white. A. t. melanosternus , p. 55. 


(996) Acridotheres tristis tristis. 

The Common Myna. 

Paradisea tristis Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed. i, u. 167 Q766^ 
(? Philippines in err ore. Calcutta ). 

Acridotheres tristis. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 537, 

Vernacular names. Desi-maina (Hind.); Salih, Bliat-salik 
(Beng.); Bemm, Saloo (Chota Nagpur); Salonka (Mahr.); GW- 
wantera (Can.); Goranka , Gorinka (Tel.) ; Zayet (Bunn.) ; I)ao - 
mcnna (Oachan); HaWc-S^ai (Assam); Nok salika( Siam). 

Description. Whole head and neck glossy black shading to deep 
blackish grey on lower hind neck and upper breast; upper plumage, 
wing-coverts and secondaries vinous brown; secondaries tinged 
with bronze and with fine darker edges; primaries dark brown 
with a broad white patch at the base ; tail brownish black with 
white tips; breast, flanks and thighs rich vinous brown ; vent, 
under tail-coverts and more or less of the centre of the abdomen 
white; under wing-coverts and axillaries white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red to red-brown, sometimes flecked 
with white; eyelids and orbital skin yellow; bill wax-yellow to 
bright yellow ; legs yellow, claws horny. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 mm.; wing 140 to 
149 imn.; tail 83 to 89 mm.; tarsus about 38 to 40 mm.; culinen 
18 to 22 mm. 

Young like the adult hut dull, browner and with the black head 
more ashy-brown. 

Distribution. The whole of the Indian Empire from the extreme 
South up to about 8,000 feet in the Himalayas; all Burma to 
Tavoy in the Southand East to Central Siam, where of recent years 
it has become quite common. It is found both in Baluchistan 
and Afghanistan. Specimens from South Travan‘ 00 re are very 
dark and somewhat approach the Ceylon race, melqnostcmus. 
They might by some sysferaatists be separated as a geographical 
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race but its limits cannot be defined and, as between all geo¬ 
graphical races there must be more or less of an indeterminate 
intermediate area, I retain the Travancore bird as A. t. tvistis. 

Nidification. The Common Myna breeds throughout its range 
principally in the months of May and June but eggs may be taken 
any time between March and August, whilst in the Andamans 
they are said to breed all the year round. They breed at least up to 
8 ,0o0 feet, and are now common at this elevation in several places 
in the Himalayas. Normally t hey make their nests in holes in trees 
and buildings or in cliffs but they also sometimes build them in 
trees. Tiekell, Adams and Betham all describe such nests as cup¬ 
shaped, but the few I have seen have all been huge domed affairs 
like those of the Pied Myna. When placed in a hole there is no 
particular shape and ail sorts of materials are used whilst, often, old 
nests are refurbished up with a little more grass and leaves. 
They frequently rear two or three broods in a season. 

Thp egg* are uniform blue, with a slight gloss when fresh. 
The normal clutch is four or five, six very rarely, and I have seen 
three incubated. One hundred eggs average 30*8 x 21*9 mm.: 
maxima 35*0 x 22*3 and 33*0 x 232 mm.; minima 27*6 X 19*2 mm. 

Habits. This Myna is one of the most universally common birds 
in India and is rapidly becoming more common in areas where 
it was but recently unknown or merely a rare straggler. This 
is especially the case in the hills, where these birds have followed 
mankind to higher elevations and into places where the country 
is being opened np. They are essentially birds of civilization, 
of town*, cultivated country, gardens and orchards and are not 
found in jungles and forests until man has prepared the wav for 
them. They form excellent pets and though so common are 
favourite cage-birds with Indians, for they are hardy and intelli¬ 
gent and their extreme conceit renders them very amusing. They 
are mainly insect-feeders and do an immense amount of good by 
killing grasshoppers, locusts, their larvce and other destructive 
insects. They also eat grain and fruit and sometime^ do con¬ 
siderable damage to the former when it is ripe. They feed almost 
entirely on the ground, wandering about with cattle, upon w r hose 
backs they sometimes sit and pick off the ticks. 

In the evening these birds often assemble in great numbers* 
together with Crows and Pied Mynas, in clumps of trees and 
bamboos and. on these occasions, the fuss and commotion accom-' 
panied by an endless harsh chattering must be seen and heard to 
be appreciated. Even after they have settled down to sleep a 
passing dog or jackal, an inquisitive Owl or some other*night 
marauder, will start them off again and the situation has to be 
discussed noisily and at length before peace again obtains. It ia 
worthy of record that some of the more popular nesting-places 
continue to be occupied during the breeding-season ; when the 
cocks always and the hens, until they commence to sit, continue 
to resort to them. 
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(997) Acridotlieres tristis melanosternus. 

The Common Ceylon Myna. 

Acridotheres melanosternus Legge, A. M. N. H. (5) iii, p. 168 (1879) 
(Ceylon) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 538. 


Vernacular names. Gon Jcawada , Gon - howdichya (Cing.); 
Nakanam pachchi, Nalclan (Tam.). 

Description. Differs from A. t . tristis in being much darker 
everywhere. The black head is not sharply defined from the dark 
vinous brown back ; the vinous underparts are darker and over¬ 
laid with an ashy-black wash ; the wing-spot is smaller and less 
conspicuous, the prim ary -coverts being partly black. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 135 to 142 ram. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding bird. Fifty eggs 
average 297 X 21*5 mm.: maxima 32*9 x 21*7 and 32*2 x 22*6 min.; 
minima 28 0x20 9 ram, The full clutch is three or sometimes 
four and very exceptionally five. 

Habits, those of tne preceding bird, though it is less common 
and therefore less ubiquitous. 


(998) Acridotheres ginginianus. 

The Bank Mina. 

Turdtis ginginianus Lath., Ind. Orn., i, p. 362 (1790) (India) (Nadia). 

Acridotheres ginginianus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 538. 

Vernacular names. Ganga-maina (Hind.); Gang-Salih , Ram- 
Salih { Beng.); Bardi-maina (Nep,) ; Lali ( Sind); Gilyila (Upper 
Prov.); Darytamaina (Lucknow). 

Description. Sides of head and crown black; upper plumage 
grey, generally palest next the black crown ; edge of wing and 
primary coverts pinkish buff; remainder of wing black with 
bronze-green reflections on the inner secondaries; primaries with 
a patch at their base, white on the outer, buff on the inner; tail 
black tipped with buff, broadest on the outer feathers where it 
extends to half of the inner and two-thirds of the outer web ; 
below grey, darkest on the throat and chin; centre of abdomen, 
vent, and under tail-coverts, axillaries and under wing-coverts 
pinkish buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep blood-red in the adult, bluish 
grey in the young; naked orbital skin brick-red ; bill yellow; legs 
and feet pale yellow. , 

Measurements. Total length about 250 mm,; wing 119 to 
125 mm.; tail 68 to 73 mm.; tarsus 37 to 38 mm.; evil men 18 to 
21 mm. 
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Young birds have the head and neck brown; the upper parts 
much more brown than in the adult; the wings brown with no 
gloss and the grey banks and breast-feat hers edged with buff. 

Birds from N.E. India, from Nepal and Bengal eastwards, seem 
very dark, but the material available for examination is poor and I 
do not separate them pending further examination of more skins. 

Distribution. Northern India from Sind and Mussorie to 
Eastern Bengal and Western Assam, where it occurs in Kamrup. 
It has not been found anywhere East of Bengal. 

Nidification. The Bank Myna breeds wherever found, except 
perhaps in the higher hills, during June and July, sometimes in 
May and occasionally in August. It breeds in colonies of a dozen 
to forty pairs, making holes in the banks of rivers, wells, cliffs and 
even borrow pits beside roadways. In soft soil these may be as 
much as six or even seven feet long, but in harder soil anything 
from two to four, of which the chamber takes up eight to twelve 
inches. The nest is merely a rough pad of grass, leaves and rubbish, 
but very often has one or more cast snake-skins mixed with the 
rest. The eggs number three to five, nearly always four, and are 
just like those of A. tristis but on an average shorter, stouter 
and more glossy. 

Habits. Very like those of A. tristis but not nearly so confiding, 
nor does it exclusively haunt the vicinity of man as that bird does. 
It keeps to open country and to cultivated land but, generally, 
away from villages and dwellings. 

Genus 2ETHI0PSAE. 

AEtkiopsar Sharpe, Cat. Birds B.M., xxii, p. 79 (1896). 

Type, AEtliiopsar fuscus Wagler. 

The genus AEthiopsar differs from Acridotheres in having the 
sides of the head and the eyelids well feathered instead of bare 
when adult. 

The genus is represented within our area bv three species, one 
distributed over practically the whole of the Indian Empire, two 
found only from Assam and Manipur eastwards. 

Key to Species . 


A. With no collar on sides of neck. 

a. Base of mandible blue. AE. fuscus ^ p. 66. 

of mandible yellow . AE.grandis, p. 69. 

B. \\ iih a white collar on sides of neck. AE. alhocinctus , p. 60. 


jEthiopsar fuscus. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. Larger, wing over 120 m m. 0.f. f uscus , p. 57. 

B. Smaller, wing under 120 mm. . AE.f. torqUatus, p. 58. 







MIN l$7>jy 



)PSAR. 

(999) iEtliiopsar fuscus fuscus. 

The Indian Jungle Mxna. 
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Pastor fuscus Wagl., Syst. Av., Pastor, sp. fi (1827) (India. 

Restricted to E. Bengal, Stuart Baker, 1921). 

JEthiopsarfuscus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 539. 

Vernacular names. Puhavi induct (Hind.); Jhonti vidua (Hind* 
in Beng.); Jhont saliJc, Junglisalilc (Bengali); Tau Zayet (Bunn.). 

Description Upper part of head and crest glossy black, 
changing to dark cinereous brown on back, rntnp, upper tail-coverts 
and lower wing-coverts ; tail blackish brown ; the centre tail- 
feathers narrowly, the others more broadly tipped with white; 
primary-coverts and bases of primaries white ; winglet and rest of 
primaries black, the latter tipped with bronze; outer secondaries 
black on the inner webs, bronze on the outer; inner secondaries 
and wing-coverts bronze narrowly edged with black ; chin, throat 
and upper breast dark ashy-grey, almost black on the chin, paling 
to ashy-brown on the lower breast and flanks and still paler on 
S, lower tail-coverts white, 



Fig. lfi.-r-Head of J2./. fuscus. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris bright yellow in Northern India and 
Burma, grey or pale blue-grey in Southern India; bill bright 
yellow, the base deep blue $ mouth blue; legs and feet orange or 
chrome-yellow ; claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 250 mm.; wing 118 to 
130 mm., nearly always over 120 mm. 

Young birds are all brown above, rather darker on the head 
ftod paler on the rump; below, the chin, throat, and breast are 
vinous brown paling to fulvous brown on the abdomen ; vent and 
under tail-coverts fulvous white. The bill is wholly yellow 
and the legs paler chrome; iris glaucous blue-grey. 

Distribution. The whole of India and Burma, excluding the 
deserts of Sind, Kajputaua and the driest portions of the North- 
West; this form extends South to Travancore in India and to 
Rangoon in Burma. 

I cannot separate mahnittemis of Sykes. The Southern bird 
differs only in the adult nor acquiring a yellow iris. It is no 
smaller than the Northern bird. 
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Nidification. In Southern India the Jungle Myna breeds from 
February to May and in Northern India from April to July r 
though many nests with eggs and young may be found both 
earlier and later. They have much the same breeding habits as 
Acridothcres t . tristis but do not keep only to villages, towns and 
open country, being also found in light forest or the outskirts of 
heavy forest. Preferably also they select holes in trees as nesting 
sites but sometimes use holes in walls and buildings, especially such 
as are deserted and derelict. The nest consists of a pad of all kinds 
of material, but they use moss more often in the construction of 
the nest than the Common Myna does, whilst the lining nearly 
always consists in part of feathers. They lay four or five eggs, 
sometimes six, just like those of the Common Myna but smaller. 
One hundred eggs average 28*9 x 20*9 mm.: maxima 32*8 X 21*3 
and 30*0 x 23*0 mm. ; minima 26*0x19*8 and 26*5x19*611)111. 
Though not building in actual colonies, several pairs often breed 
close Jo one another. 

Habits. This Myna is found up to about 5,000 feet or a little 
higher throughout the Outer Himalayas and the hills South of the 
Brahmaputra during the breeding-season, but these birds retire 
to the plains or lower hills in Winter. In the Nilgiris, also, it 
appears to be locally migratory, ascending to some 5,000 feet in 
Summer. Although it may be found commonly round about 
all villages in well-wooded country it is distinctly more of a forest 
bird than Acridotlieres is. Often it may be found in light forest 
far from human habitations and 1 have seen it on the fringes of 
evergreen and heavy, humid forest on many occasions though 
never in the interior of these. In habits generally it very closely 
resembles Acridotlieres though it is, perhaps, a less noisy, less gre¬ 
garious bird. 

(1000) iEthiopsar fuscus torquatus. 

Tiie Malay Jungle Myna. 

Acridotlieres torquatus Davison, Ibis, 1892, p. 102 (Pahang). 

Vernacular names. Tau Zayet (Burmese). 

Description. Differs from AE. /. fuscus only in being a trifle 
smaller, the wing measuring from 112 to 121 mm., generally under 
119 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Siam and Burma and Malay States. 

Davison's original description of this bird was taken from an 
abnormal specimen, but the name, though so unsuitable, must 
unfortunately be used. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding bird. Messrs. 
Oates, J. M. D. Mackenzie and J C. Hopwood rook eggs from 
early April to the end of July in Tenasserim. The eggs cannot 
be distinguished from that of the preceding bird. 

Habits similar to'those of JA /. fuscus . 
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iEthiopsar grandis. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Darker . JE. g. grandis , p. 59. 

13. Paler. JE. g. infuscatus , p. 59. 

(looi) iEthiopsar grandis grandis. 

The Siamese Jungle Myna. 

Acridotheres grandis Moore, Horsf. & M., Oat. ii, p. 537 (1856-8) 
(Sumatra in errore t Tenasserim). 
yEthiopsar grandis . Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 541. 

Vernacular names. Nok Icing krong dam (Siam). 

Description. Whole head, nape and crest glossv black; remainder 
of upper plumage tinged faintly with brown ; 'bases of primaries 
and greater coverts u lute ; remainder of wing black, the secon¬ 
daries glossed with bronze ; lower plumage blackish brown: under 
tail-coverts white or fulvous white with black bases. 

brown n hazef- 8 bill P ^ t |i Iris . P ale ehocolate - reddish or orange- 

tl,e ta5e; ,egs 

wlTSmiS 1 ab0l “ 260 '»'»■; »'mg i3* to 

22 to 23 mm mrn ' ’ ^ arsus a ^out 37 to 43 mm. ; culraen 

.nd Cocht-cISna.” “‘ d to *"—*■> Vunnan, Si »,„ 

fom. I ,f 1 ! 1 i Cat i 0n ' 1 ¥“"*• E : G - Herbert and W. J. F. Williamson 
. , us bird breeding in Siam, placing its nests in holes of 

lees s adding m Paddy cultivation. One nest found by 
Herbert was placed in a Palmyra palm.. They breed from March 
0 J uly jind lay tour eggs, sometimes only three. The<«e are 
exactly like the eggs of Acridotheres tristis but a little darker blue 
in tint and are not quite so big. Twenty eggs average 29*4 x 
26-9 mm : maxima 310x21 -4 and 30*7x21*9 mm. ; minima 
26*8 x 210 and 29*8 x 19*8 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of AUthiopsar fuscus , but this bird 
keeps away more from human habitations. 


\ 


(1002) iEthiopsar grandis infuscatus. 

Tub Assam Jungle Myna. 

Mhiopsar fuscus infuscatus Stuart Baker, Bull. BOO us.i;i 
p. 70 (.1918) (Lower Chindwin). XXXVU1 ' 

Vernacular names. Hagrani Dat-maina (CnchaVi). 

Description. Similar to -S’. g. grandis but distinctly paler and 
browner above; also paler below and inclined to fulvous on the 
centre of the abdomen and vent. 
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Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Smaller than the preceding bird; wing 120 to 
130 mm. 

Distribution. Northern Burma to Arakan, Manipur, Eastern 
Assam and Assam South of the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. This Myna breeds in Burma in April, May and 
June. As a rule its nesting habits differ in no way from those of 
JEthiopsar fuscus but it is even more gregarious and often breeds 
in colonies with other birds, more especially Jkthiopsar albocinctus. 
Major Harington writing of these two Mynas remarks: -“One 
huge decayed branch, which was unsafe to climb, was full of 
mynas’ nests, the birds going in and out like pigeons from a 
dove-cote. The strangest nesting site of AE. grandis and alhi- 
cinctus was finding their nests in holes along the banks of the 
river. While going up the river by launch we were surprised to 
see mynas in numbers flying in and out of holes in the bank. 
Whether the holes were originally made by other birds and then 
enlarged by the mynas or dug out entirely by them would be 
hard to say, as in many cases the mynas were nesting in the same 
colony as the bee-eaters. Both kinds of mynas were nesting 
together but generally managed to keep apart. All the nests were 
of the usual myna type— made of grass, rags, feathers, etc. The 
most extraordinary thing about the nests was, however, that every 
nest we pulled out had pieces of snake-skin ; we must have 
examined some dozen nests or more and found it the rule without 
exception.” 

“ \\ /T e also found AE. grandis nesting in the roofs of houses and 
in Npongi clumps.” ? 

They lay three to four eggs, sometimes two only, typical Myna s 
e gg 8> generally rather long and often pointed at the smaller end. 
Tliey measure about 29*0x21-1 mm. 

Habits. This Myna seems especially to inhabit country covered 
with long “ Sun ” or “ Elephant V grass with a fair number of trees 
for breeding purposes. It is found in the Plains and in the more 
open grass-covered hills up to about 5,000 feet and, though some¬ 
times haunting villages and cultivated country, on the whole 
keeping to wilder tracts. 


(1003) iEthiopsar albocinctus. 

The Collared Myxa. 

Acridotheres albocinctus Godw.-Aust. & Wald., Ibis, 1875, p. 251 
(Manipur). 

AEthiopsar albocinctus. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 541. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A broad pale buff collar on either side of the neck, 
interrupted on the hind neck where the feathers are margined 
blackish ; whole head black, glossed with blue-black on crown and 
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crest; remaining upper plumage deep black-browii; tail black 
tipped with white; under plumage from throat deep grey, the 
feathers of the centre of the abdomen faintly edged greyish white 
and those of the vent and under tail-coverts more broadly ed^ed 
with white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellow, yellowish white, bluish white 

or bright pale blue; bill wax-yellow tinged with orange at the 
base ; legs and feet chrome-yellow to bright wax-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 240 mm.; win"-- 110 to 
120 mm.; tail 72 to 76 mm.; tarsus about 35 mm.; culrnen 23 
to 25 mm. 

Young birds are much paler and browner. 



Fig. 17.—Head of JE. albocincttis . 

K^ 1Stri n lti0n ' ¥i l "‘P ur and Upper Burma to the Southern Shau 
otates. Once in North Caehar. 

til “°»- ki'pilar to that of JSthiopsar fuscus, but some- 
• a ' eec 111 h°Jes in river-banks in company with +E. a. 
oq U qZ ( )[ S ^ Lv ' ent y- |ive egg 8 average 27*4x20-9 nun.: maxima 
7 7 an d 28*5 x 22 0 mm. ; minima 26*1 x 20*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 


Genus STURNOPASTOR. 

Stumopaster Ilodgs. iu Gray’s Zool. Misc. p. 84 (1844). 

Type, Sturnopastor contra=eapensis Linn. 

The* genus Sturnopastor consists of a single species, with various 
geographical races, which ranges from India to Java. 

The name as spelt in Gray’s Misc. is Siumopaster, but this 
seems so obviously a clerical error or misprint for Sturnopastor 
that I retain the latter spelling. 

In this genus the sexes are alike. The bill is ns long as the 
head, straight and broad but rather pointed t the nasal membrane 
is completely feathered; there is no real crest but the feathers of 
the Crown are lengthened and pointed; the eyelids are bare; the 
wing is blunt with secondaries reaching to within an inch of the 
tip of the wing. 

The name hitherto applied to this Myna, contra cannot be 
used as Linnaeus Lad already named the same bird captnqis a 
few lines further back on the same page. Contra is therefore 
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a pure synonym of capensis. There appear to be two well-marked 
races in India, a darker and a paler, in addition to those already 
accepted and for the paler of these a new name had to be found; 
I have accordingly named the Southern and Western paler 
form clehrce. The type-locality of S. c. capensis I restrict to 
Calcutta. 


Sturnopastor capensis. 

Key to Subspecies. 


A. Forehead not streaked with white. 

a. Darker . S. c. capensis , p. 62. 

b. PaJer . ..... S. c. dehrce ) p. 63. 

B. Forehead streaked with white. 

c. Back brown distinctly paler than 

crown. S. c. superciliaris, p. 64. 

d. Back blackish not contrasting with 

crown. S. c.floweri , p. 64. 


(1004) Sturnopastor capensis capensis. 

The Indian Pied Myna. 

Sturnu8 capensis Linn.,Syst. Nat., 12th ed. i, p. 290 (1766) (India). 
Sturnopastor contra. BLanf. & Oates, i, p. 642. 

Vernacular names. Ablalc maina (Hindi) ; Ablalca gosaliJc , 
Quia-leggra (Beng.). 



Fig. 18.—Head of S. c. capensis. 


Description. Lores, round the eye, ear-coverts and a few 
streaks above the nostrils white; a line behind the ear-coverts 
white or vinaceous white; a few streaks on the shoulders vina- 
C'ous; remainder of head, throat and neck black; rump white; 
remainder of upper plumage deep chocolate-brown, amost black; 
a bar of white across the wing formed by the white tips of 
the median wing-coverts; remainder of wing black; lower 
plumage pale vinaceous grey, paling to white on the vent and 
under tail coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris white to yellow, orbital skin orange; 
bill deep orange ori the basal half, white or pale wax-yellow on 
the terminal; legs and feet pale yellow, claws pale horny. 
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Measurements. Total length about 225 mm.; wing 115 to 
124 mm.; tail 74 to 76 mm,; tarsus about 36 to 37 mm. ; culmeu 
27 to 29 mm. 

Young birds are much paler and browner and the breast is 
streaked or smeared with vinaceous brown. 

Distribution. Bhutan Duars, Assam, Eastern Bengal, S. Chin 
Hills, Chittagong and Akyab. 

Nidification. The Pied Myna breeds principally in April, May 
and June, but in Dacca I found eggs laid as early as March 15th 
and as late as September 3rd. They often have two broods and 
sometimes three in the year. The nests are huge, domed affairs 
of sticks, roots, grass, leaves, rags, etc. lined with soft material 
of any kind or with feathers. They are very large compared with 
the size of the bird, sometimes measuring as much as two feet by 
eighteen inches and often over eighteen or fifteen inches. The 
entrance is near the top but there is no attempt to finish this off, 
the stray ends of material sticking out in every direction They 
may be placed at any height from five to fifty feet from the’ ground 
and there is no attempt at concealment. 

One hundred eggs average 28-2x20-8 mm. They are of 

rv°r.?ll r kC al , 0t 'T V s ’ e Sg* “d have a fair gloss, 
ypicd ly they are rather broad ovals rather compressed towards 

the smaller end. It occasionally breeds in regular colonies and 
often two or three nests may be seen in one large tree. 

Habits. Very much the same as in the genera Acridotheres and 
f Ltluopsar but perhaps, less entirely a ground feeder than the 
01 m ? 1 S enus * If is both frugivorous and insectivorous and, though 
glass loppers probably form its staple diet, it devours a good deal 
of ripe gram. 

(1005) Sturnopastor capensis dehrse. 

TnE Punjab Pied Myna. 

Sturnopastor capensis dekrceS tuart Baker, Bull. B.O.C., xlv, p. 103 
(1925) ( Debra Dun). 

Sturnopastor contra. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 542 (part). 

Vernacular names. Allah maina (Hind.); Venda gorinJca( Tel.). 

Description. Similar to the preceding race but paler and less 
richly coloured both above and below. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurement© as in the typical 
form. 

Distribution. South India, East of a line drawn from Umballa to 
Hyderabad in the Deccan and Masulipatam; as far East as 
Western Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, but not into Eastern Bengal 
and Assam. 

Nidification and Habits. Not in any way distinguishable from 
those of the last bird. 
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(1006) Sturnopastor capensis supereiliaris. 

The Burmese Pied Myna. 

Sturnopastor supereiliaris Blyth, J. A. S. B., xxxii, p. 77 (1863) 
(Burma, Rangoon); Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 543. 


Vernacular names. Zayet (Burma). 

Description. Differs from the Indian Pied Myna in having the 
forehead and anterior crown streaked with white, a broad white 
supercilium to the ear-coverts and in having the streaks on the 
neck and shoulders absent or obsolete. The back is also paler, 
more brown, less black. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements as in S. c . capensis. 

Distribution. Manipur, Northern Chin Hills, Kachin Hills, 
Shan States, Eastern Burma to Tenasseriin; Western Burma 
South of Arakan. Not Assam or Cachar. Birds from the 
extreme South of Tenasseriin are very dark and are intermediate 
between this and the next race, whilst the few birds I have seen 
from Eastern Tenasseriin must be referred to that subspecies. 

Nidiflcation and Habits. Not in any way different from the two 
preceding races. 



(1 007) Sturnopastor capensis flovsreri. 

The Siamese Pied Myna. 

Sturnopastor Jloweri Sharpe, Bull. B. 0. C., vii, p. 17 (1897) (Paclrim, 
West Central Siam). 

Vernacular names. Noh-king-krong-lelc (Siam). 

Description. Similar to S. c. supereiliaris but with the upper 
parts very dark, the hack practically black. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird. 

Distribution. Southern Siam and the extreme East and, possibly, 
South of Tenasseriin. In Northern Siam, according to Gy Idem 
stolpe, the form found is supereiliaris . 

Nullification. Messrs. Williamson and Herbert obtained this 
Myna breeding in Siam round about Samkok and Bangkok from 
March to July. Twenty eggs average 27*1x 20 2 mm. Mr. 
Herbert found this bird breeding in company with Gracupica 
nigricoUis near Samkok on trees standing in rice-culiivation. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 
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Family PLOCEIM1. 

lhe intrinsic musdles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings; the edges of botli mandibles smooth • the 
hinder part ol the tarsus longitudinally bilammuted, the lamime 
entire and smooth; wing with ten primaries, the first, in our InHi-m 
genera, always small; nostrils pierced within, or close to the linehf 
forehead; the nostril nearer the culmen than the commissure 
bill conical and entire, the notch being absent or obsolete. " ! 

Considerable discussion has arisen in recent years as to the mu 
stitution of the families Ploceidce and Fringillidos and as to tl 
position m them which certain genera, notably Passer should he 
given. This genus is undoubtedly in many ways close to Plucks 
both in general characteristics, colour, pattern of colour and in 
habits. On the other hand it has no visible signs of a tenth 
primary, a characteristic which satisfactorily separates it. from all 
von. xu. v 
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our Indian Ploceidce. Again, Sushkiu (Bull. B. 0. C., xlv, p. 156) 
has shown that in certain respects Montifringilla belongs to the 
Passerine group, whilst Fringilauda is a truly Fringilline form. 
Chapin (Bull. Am. Mus. Nat. Hist, xxxvii, pp. 243-280, 1917) 
uses as a primary characteristic the mouth-markuigs of the young 
but the conclusions he draws from this, among other character¬ 
istics, do not affect the position of any of the genera of our 
Indian Ploceidce. More research work on a wider scale may show 
that the Ploceidce and Fringillidce should be combined in one 
family, divided into groups or subfamilies Ploceincs, Estrudvnce 
(Viduinas, Oates), Passerines and Fringillince. At present it seems 
, to me that it is unsafe to base alterations in classification on 
characters which may prove to be unsatisfactory when more 
material has been examined. I therefore retain the two families 
Ploceidce and Fringillidce as defined by Oates. 

Keif to Subfamilies . 

A. First primary long, much exceeding the 

greater wing-coverts. A partial Spring 

moult .. PloceiruB, p. 66. 

B. First primary minute, never exceeding the 

greater wing-coverts. No Spring moult .. Kstrildmcc* p. 77. 


Subfamily PLOCEINiE. 

This Subfamily contains a very large number of African Weaver- 
birds and four species found within our Indian Empire. 

The males have a complete Autumn and a partial Spring moult 
when they acquire a breeding plumage. The sexes are dissimilar 

in Summer. w , ... , , ,, „ 

In general appearance they are very Finch-like but they all 

have ten primaries and they are all sedentary in their habits. 

Key to Genera . 

A. Bill longer than high; no nuchal hairs; 

difference between length of wing and length 
of tail more than length of tarsus . 

B. Bill equal in length and depth; nnchal hairs 

present; difference between length of wing 
and length of tail much less than length of 
tarsus . . . 

Genus PLOCEUS. 

Ploceus Cuvier, Rdgnq Anirn., i, p. 363 (1817). 

Type, P. bay a (—philippic us). 

In Ploceus the bill is thick with the culmen curved and in 
length considerably more than in depth at the base; the wing is 


Ploceus, p. 66. 


Ploceella, p. 75. 


* Chapin, in loo . cit ., shows that the name blstrildincB is preferable to l iduina . 
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of moderate length with the first primary large, about equal in 
length to the tarsus ; the tail of twelve feathers is short and 
slightly rounded; the tarsus is strong with claws of considerable 
length. 

The male has a partial or perhaps a complete moult in spring 
and acquires a yellow crown, which it again loses in autumn. ° 



Key to Swedes. 

A. Crown of head yellow. (Breeding males.) 

a. Breast yellow. 

a'. Chin and throat dark brown *. 

b' . Chiu and throat golden yellow .... 

b. Breast fulvous ... 

c. Breast black, or black with fulvous 

fringes to the feathers . 

d. Breast fulvous, boldly streaked with 

black... 

B. Crown brown. (Males in Winter and all 

females.) 

<?. Lower plumage pale fulvous. 
c '• Smaller, wing generally under 76 mm 

d'. Larger, wing over 76 mm. 

/. Breast all black, or ligktlv fringed with 
fulvous. 

y. Breast fulvous, boldly "streaked ’ with 


P. philippinus , p. 67. 

P. megarhynchtts , p. 69. 
P. passer inns, p. 70. 

P. benghalensis, p. 72. 

P. manyctr , p. 73. 


\ P. philippinus, p. 67. 

I P. passer mus, p. 70. 

P. mcgarhynchus , p. 69. 

P. benghalensis, p. 72. 

”P. manyar , p. 73. 


(100S) Ploceus philippinus. 

The Bata, 

Loxia philippina Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed., i, p. 305 (1766) 
(Ceylon, Hartert ). 

Ploceus bay a. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 175. 

^ Vernacular names. Bay a (Hind.); Chindora (Hind, in Bong.); 
Btiwi, Talbabi (Behg.); Parsupu Pitta (Tel.); Alanja Icuravi 
(Tam.); Thuckmam-lcip'uvi (Tam.in Ceyl.); Tatta-lcurula , Wada- 
kurulla (Cing.). 

Description. Whole crown and nape golden yellow ; back and 
scapulars blackish brown, margined with yellow; lower back and 
rump fulvous-brown, obsoletely streaked with brown and faintly 
edged with golden fulvous; upper tail-coverts and tail bro\yu 
edged with greenish ; wmg-eoverts and quills brown edged with 
golden fulvous and sub-edged with pale fulvous; a narrow line 
across the forehead, lores, round the eye, chin, throat and sides of 
head dark brown ; breast and sides of the neck golden yellow * 
abdomen, posterior Hanks and under tail-coverts pale fulvous* 
sometimes faintly washed with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill dark horny-brown; 
legs and feet flesh-colour or pale tan-brown. 
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Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 6S to 
75 mm.; tail 45 to 50 mm.; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm.; culmen 
16 to 18 mm. 


Male in Winter and Female. Above, the yellow entirely dis¬ 
appears and the plumage is fulvous-brown, broadly streaked with 
blackish brown on the back and scapulars, obsoletely so on the 
rump and upper tail-coverts 5 the greater coverts and secondaiies 
are boldly edged with fulvous and the primaries narrowly edged 
with greenish yellow and sub-edged fulvous; below, the plumage 
is fulvous, deepest on the breast and flanks, the latter with faint 
shaft-lines of black. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill horny-yellow, a little darker on 
culmen and at tip. 



Fig. 20.—Head of P. philippinns. 


Distribution. Ceylon, the whole of India from the extreme 
South to Sind in the West, to the Sub-Himalayas in the North 
and East to Western Bengal, Bihar and the Sikkim Terai. In 
Nepal this bird meets another species “ passer inns” of which 
Reichenow has made the type-locality “ Nepal.” The majority of 
the specimens from Nepal are obviously passerinm , large birds 
with no trace of yellow on the breast in the breeding-season. On 
the other hand, many specimens have some yellow on the breast 
and one or two have it as extensively as any philippinM. These 
specimens may be intermediate forms where two subspecies meet, 
or they may be the result of interbreeding of two species. For 
the present I retain plnlippinus and passerinus as species. 

Nidification. The Baya-bird commences to breed as soon as the 
rains have come and Nature is green and fresh enough to supply 
her with green and pliant material for her nest. Where rain is 
constant and material ever at hand these birds breed in March and 
April but over the greater part of its area July and August are 
the two principal breeding months. It breeds in company, any¬ 
thing from a dozen pairs to nearly two hundred building their 
wonderful hanging nests on some clump of bamboos, a cluster of 
palms or some other suitable tree or trees. The nests are so well 
known as hardly to require description. In shape they are long 
retorts, or pear-shaped, one side of the pear being prolonged 
downwards in a tunnel which forms the entrance to the nest. In 
most cases the material used consists of long strips of grass, 
grass bark, plantain leaf or, less often, coir or other fibre. The 
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weaving of the nest is the work of both sexes and it is wonderfully 
compact and well put together, standing almost any rain-storm, 
whilst so well is it attached to its support that it takes a hurricane 
to tear it away. The tubular entrance varies greatly in length. 
Sometimes it is a few inches only, whilst at other times it may be 
as much as two or even three feet. Inside the nest the bird always 
places a few pellets of mud, each about the size of a marble. These 
may be intended to weight and steady the nest or, as the natives 
declare, for the sitting hen to stick with fire-flies to light up her 
abode. Very often a building-site is selected growing over a piece 
of water, probably on account of the extra protection so afforded. 
Over Southern India two eggs seem to be the number most often 
laid and in Northern India three or four. Even in Ceylon, how¬ 
ever, five eggs have been taken by Mr. W. W. A. Phillips and further 
North by others. I have seen only one clutch of six and this 
might possibly have been the product of two females. The eggs 
are pure white and the texture is very hard and stout One 
hundred eggs average 20-3x14-5 mm.: maxima 22-3x15-0 and 
21-9 x 15-2 mm.; minima 18-9x13-7 mm. 

Habits The Baya is essentially a bird of open country, culti- 
^ted fields, gardens and orchards but at the same time it likes 

T fre ^ uentin g^ drier, more barren tracts 
oi the Deccan, Kajputana, etc. It is not intolerant of human 

close^rhouTs^f^'h^ 0 ^’ SOmetimes building in gardens quite 
p p , " l oug]i it does not build in verandahs etc. as the 

littlo h\vA \^ a 80U ^ e k llne s does. It is a cheerful, not to say noisy, 
,i a (la > r l° n g never ceases its conversational 

( a ei, nit it lias no real song, though the cock will keep up a 
pi ponged pleasant twittering during the courting time. It is 
principally a seed-eater but also consumes almost any kind of ripe 
gram and, in captivity, eats fruit and boiled rice and millet. It is 
a very favourite cage-bird, constantly on the move, very hardy and 
one of the most intelligent of pets. 


(1009) Ploceus megarhynchus. 

Finn’s Baya. 

Ploceus meyarhyjicliu* Hume, Ibis, 1869, p. 406 (Kaladingee, Kumnou 
Terai) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 177 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Adult male in Summer. “ General colour bright 
yellow (brightest on head and dull and impure on rump), with the 
following exceptions:—lores, round the eyes below, and ear- 
coverts dark brown; upper back, wings and tail blackish brown, 
-each feather edged, entirely or externally, with light brown, on 
the uppermost part of the back with yellow; under wing-coverts 
dirty white ” (Finn). 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris bright light brown ; bill black, 
fleshy-white at base; feet dark brownish fleshy, claws blackish 
horny ” (Finn). 
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Measurements. A decidedly larger bird than P. philippinus. 
■Wing 76 to 82 mm.; culmen 18 to 19 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm. 

Winter plumage. Similar to the preceding bird but richer and 
more rufous above and deeper rufous-fulvous below. 

Female in the breeding season has the head less streaked than 
the preceding bird and tinged with rufous-yellowi; below, the chin, 
throat, breast and flanks are tinged with yellow. In in er 
they seem to differ but little from P< philippinus except in their 
larger size and bigger bills. 

Distribution. Hume’s birds were obtained in the Kuman 
Terai but since then nothing more has been learnt about this 
Baya’s habitat until Mr. H. V. O’Donel discovered them breeding 
in the Buxar Duars and obtained a series of skins which he 
presented to the Bombay Nat. Hist. Society. It seems therefore 
that this species is a form inhabiting the lower Terai from the 
Plains np to some 3,000 or 4,000 feet. 

Nidification. The nest is described by O’Done 1 as a round 
untidy structure quite unlike the nests of P. philippinus, which is 
a common breeding bird in the same district. 


Ploceus passerinus. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. Larger. Wing from 69 to 78 mm., 

generally over 72 mm. P, p. passerinus, p. 70. 

B. Smaller. " Wing from 64 to 72 mm., 

generally under 70 mm. P. p. infortunatus, p. 71. 


(1010) Ploceus passerinus passerinus. 

The Eastern Baya. 

Ploceus passerinus Reichenow, Zool. Jahrb. i, 1886, p. 156 (Nepal). 

Ploceus megarhynchus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 176 (part). 

Vernacular names. Toohra, Baya-Sorai (Assam) ; Dao-tiri-bhai 
(Cachari). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape golden yellow; hind 
neck also suffused with this colour; upper plumage blackish brown, 
the feathers edged with fulvous-rufous and the dark centres almost 
obsolete on the rump and upper tail-coverts; wing-coverts, quills 
and tail deep brown edged with fulvous-rufous; lower plumage 
tawny fulvous, darkest on breast and flanks and vinous grey on 
skin and throat; sides of head vinous brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark hazel, eyelid fleshy-grey; bill 
black, the inside of the mouth flesh-colour; legs and feet flesh- 
colour, the claws a little darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 69 to 
78 mm., very few being below 72nun.; tail 46 to 50mm.; tarsus 
about 20 mm.; culmen J 6 to 18 mm. 
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Male in Summer and all Females. Very similar to P. philip - 
pinus but generally darker and more richly coloured, especialty 
below. The bill is pale horny in Winter. 

Young birds are streaked below, these streaks being retained'to 
some extent in the first Summer plumage. 

Distribution. Sub-Himalayas from Nepal and possibly Garhwal, 
to Assam, Eastern Bengal, Chin and Kachin Hills, Shan States 
and Burma North of Thaunghoo and Karenni. 

Hartert includes all Burmese Birds in the next race u inforlu - 
natus.” The differences between the two forms are practically 
only those of measurements and the North Burmese birds seem 
nearer to those from Nepal than to those from the Malay States. 

One hundred and six birds from the Malay States and Peninsular 
Burma and Siam have wings between 64 and 72 mm., very few 
being as much as 70 min. From Central and North Burma 
42 specimens vary between 69 and 76 mm., whilst from Bengal, 
Assam, Sikkim and Nepal 118 specimens vary between 70 and 
78 mm., very few either in Northern Burma or the more Western 
regions being below 72 mm. 

Nidification. Exactly like that of Ploceus philippinus but this 
is an even more familiar bird, often breeding in verandahs, 
attaching its nest to trellis-work or to the thatch of the roof. 
The eggs number two to five, perhaps most often three. One 
hundred eggs average 21*6 x 14-7 nun.: maxima 231x14*9 and 
' x 16 1 min.; minima 20*2 x 14*7 nun. and 21*3 x 14*2 nun. 

Habits. Similar to those of P. philippinus. 

(1011) Ploceus passerinus infortunatus. 

The Malay Baya. 

Ploceus passerinus infortunatus Hartert, Nov. Zool., ix, ]>. 577 (1902) 
(Sungei Lebeh, Malay Peninsula). 

Ploceus mcgarhynehu8. Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 176 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to P. p . passerinus but smaller and some¬ 
what darker and more richly coloured. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. p . passerinus. 

Measurements. A smaller bird than the preceding, wing from 
64 to 72 mm., only olio or two specimens in over one huudred 
exceeding 70 mm. 

Distribution. Siam, Burma from Thaunghoo and Karenni 
Southwards, the Malay States, Sumatra and Nias. There are 
three specimens in the British Museum recorded from Java but 
these, as Hartert lias shown, have probably the wrong locality. 

Nidification. Quite similar to that of the preceding bird. 
Thirty eggs average 20-1x14*2 mm.: maxima 21*9x14*9 and 
20*6 x 15*2 mm. 
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The breeding season commences in April and Messrs. William¬ 
son and Herbert found eggs from that month up to the 6th of 

September in and about Bangkok. Three or four seems to be the 

full complement. 

Habits. The same as those of the preceding Weaver-Birds. 

(1012) Ploceus benghalensis. 

The Black-throated Weaver-Bird. 

Loxia benghalensis Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 175 (1758) (Bengal) 
Ploceus bcngalensis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 177. 

Vernacular names. Sarbo Baya (Hind.); Shor Baya, Kanta- 
walct Baya (Beng.). 

Description.—Adult male in Summer. Forehead and crown 
glistening golden-yellow, surrounded by a black line from the eye 
round the nape; back and scapulars dark brown, obsoletely edged 
paler ; rump and upper tail-coverts paler brown; tail brown; 
wing-feathers dark brown, edged with fulvous; sides of head 
and lores brown ; chin and throat whitish; in a few specimens, 
perhaps very old, the sides of the head and throat become practi¬ 
cally pure white. Breast black, remainder of lower plumage dull 
pale fulvous, darker and streaked with brown on the flanks and 
next the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light brown to bright hazel; bill 
pearly white or pale bluish plumbeous ; legs and feet pale flesh- 
colour or yellowish fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 67 to 75 mm.; 
tail 42 to 47 mm.; tarsus 19 to 20 mm.; bill 14 to 16 mm. 

Male in Winter. Crown and forehead dark brown, obscurely 
margined paler; a narrow supercilium from the forehead to ear- 
coverts golden yellow ; upper parts and wings dark brown, boldly 
edged with fulvous-rufous; a moustachial streak dark brown ; 
above this a yellow patch, a second paler patch above the eye and 
a third bright patch on the sides of the neck ; chin and throat 
pale yellow; breast dark fulvous, the black bases showing through 
more or less ; the fulvous fringes to these feathers soon wear away 
leaving the breast almost black by January or February. 

Female. Similar to the male in Winter but uith theyellow parts 
less vivid and the breast never so black. 

Young birds are more distinctly streaked below and have no 
yellow on the head. 

Distribution. Northern India from Sind to Eastern Assam, 
Cachar, Sylhefe and Manipur. General Betham found it breeding 
in Baroda. It is common in Bengal and Bihar ; very common in 
Eastern Bengal to Sylhet but less so in Cachar; Inglis obtained 
it breeding in Bihar. It is not found in Burma. 

Nidification. The Black-throated Weaver-Bird breeds wherever 
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found, except, perhaps, in the driest areas. A. M. Primrose 
records it as breeding in some numbers in the Longview Tea Estate, 
near Kurseong, about 4,000 feet elevation but it is essentially a 
bird of the plains and lower hills. It breeds in small, scattered 
colonies; otten there are a very large number of birds in one plain 
of elephant grass, thatching grass or ekra, but each colony seldom 
numbers as many as twenty pairs and usually only four or five to 
about a dozen. The nest is like that of Ploceus philippinus without 
the long neck and often with only a very short entrance tube, 
though I have seen some nearly thr^e feet long. They prefer to 
build in grass or reeds of some kind, weaving the blades well into 
the top and sides of the nest but they occasionally build in bushes 
when some approach to a neck may be made. The eggs number 
three or four, rarely five and are not distinguishable from the 
eggs of other Indian Weaver-Birds. One hundred eggs average 
20*3 x 15*0 mm.: maxima 22*4 x 14*6 and 21*8 x 15*3 mm.: minima 
18*1 X 13*5 mm. 

They breed from May to September, the time varying according 
to the commencement of the rains. 


Habits. Those of the other Weaver-Birds. This species, how¬ 
ever, keeps much to the vast seas of grass found over Northern 
India which are more or less swamps throughout the rains. It 
is not found m very dry areas, as a rule, and does not haunt 
trees or even well-wooded country. 


Ploceus manyar. 

Fmgilla manyar Horsf., Trans. Linn. Soc., xiii, p. 100 (1820). 

Type-locality: Java. 

The race from Java differs from all the other geographical races 
in having a highly-developed rufous breast and from all but the 
Burmese form in its more rufous, richly-coloured upper parts. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper parts not strikingly rufescent. 

a. Darker, the striations on the lower 


plumage very black and hold . P- vn. Jlaviccps , p. 73. 

b. Paler, striations narrower and less 

deeply black. P.m. striatus , p. 74. 

li. Upper parts strikingly rufescent. .... P- tn. pcyuensis , p. 75. 


(lOlii) Ploceus manyar flaviceps. 

Tub Madbas Si-beaked Wjeaveb-Bied. 

Ploceus Jlaviceps Less., Trait6 d’Orn., 1831, p. 435 (Pondicherry). 
Ploceus manyar. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 170 (part). 

Vernacular names. Bamani Baya (Hind, in I}eccan). 
Description.—Adult male in Summer. Whole crown golden- 
yellow; lores, sides of head, chin and throat ashy-blAck; feathers 
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of upper plumage dark blackish brown edged with fulvous, the 
narrow edgings on the tail and wing being more yellow : lower 
plumage fulvous, the upper breast with very broad black centres, 
these decreasing on the lower breast and flanks to narrow black 
lines; centre of abdomen and under tail-coverts immaculate. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill almost black tinged with 
bluish plumbeous at the base; legs and feet fleshy or tan-yellow; 
claws a little darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 min.'; wing 66 to- 
72 mm.; tail 41 to 44mm.; tarsus 21 to 22 mm.; culmen about 
16 to 17 mm. 

Male in Winter and Female. Crown black, the feathers edged 
with fulvous; a moustachial streak, supercilium and patch behind 
the ear-coverts and sides of head streaked brown and fulvous ; chin 
and throat white, grey or fulvous streaked with black. The bill 
is pale horny. 

Young are like the female but more rufous with fewer or no 
striae below and much broader edges to the feathers above. 

Distribution, Ceylon and South India as far North as Bombay, 
the Deccan and South Orissa. 

^ Nidification. In Ceylon this Weaver- Bird breeds principally in 
February aud March, sometimes a second time in August and 
September. In Iudia it breeds as soon as the rains have com¬ 
menced, i. e. from the middle of June to the end of September. 
The nest is like that of the preceding species and is nearly always 
built in long grass or reeds standing in mud or water. The 
colonies are generally small, rarely they are large and number as 
much as forty or fifty pairs. The eggs number two or three, two 
being the usual number in Ceylon and Travancore They cannot 
be distinguished from others of the genus Ploceus. Fifty eggs 
average 20-3x14*8 mm.: maxima 21-6x15*0 and 20*1 x 
15*1 mm.; minima 19T X 13*9 and 19*2 x 13-1 mm. 

Habits. Those of the preceding species. 

(1014) Ploceus manyar striatus. 

The Sind Striated Weaver-Bird. 

•Euplectesstriatu* Blvt.h, J. A. 8.13., xi, p. 873 (1842) (Sind). 

Ploceus manyar . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 179 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Sex for sex similar to the preceding bird but paler 
with finer striae below ; the black in the male is confined to the 
throat and does not extend on to the upper breast. 

Colours of soft parts as in P. m. flaviceps. 

Measurements much the same as those in P . m. fiaviceps. 
Distribution. Sind, Punjab and North-West Frontier. 
Nidification and Habits. Not distinguishable from those of the 
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other races of this species. In Sind, owing probably to the suit- 
able tracts of reed-covered swamps being more restricted, this 
Weaver often breeds in very large colonies. Hume mentions 
finding 100 nests in one small island not 20 yards in diameter. 


(1015) Ploceus manyar peguensis. 

The Burmese Striated Weaver-Bird. 

Ploceus manyar peguensis Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xlv, p. 58 
(1025) (Pegu). 

Ploceus manyar . Blanf. k Oates, ii“ p. 179 (£art). 

Vernacular names. Telia Baya(Beng .); Bawoyi(\n Rungpore). 

Description. Sex for sex similar to P. m. Jlaviceps but darker 
and more richly coloured; above the edges to the feathers are 
rufous, making this part of the plumage generally appear much 
more rufous than in any other race. Below also it is more fulvous 
and much more heavily streaked but, at the same time, it does not 
possess the well-marked rufeseent breast of P . m, many civ from 
Java. 


Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the other races. 

Distribution. Himalayan Terai from Garwhal to Eastern 
Assail) ; Northern Indian Plains in suitable humid tracts through¬ 
out Bengal and Northern Orissa; Burma, South toTavov; Shan 
states, biam, Yunnan and Annam. 

Nidification. This race breeds from May to July over Northern 
India and from May to September in Siam and Lower Burma. 

Iiiee to five eggs are laid and one hundred average 206 x 
1 j 9 nun.: maxima 22*8 X 15*9 mm.; minima 18*4 x 13*7 mm. 
I he nests of this species differ from those of the Black-throated 
Weaver-Bird in having fewer supports, more especially at the sides 
and less of the growing material is woven into the nests them¬ 
selves ; they are in fact more truly hanging nests although they 
have no slender neck as in Ploceus philijppinus and P. passtrinus . 

Habits. Those of the species. 


Genus PLOCEELLA. 

Ploceella Oates in Humes Nests and Eggs Ind. Birds, p. 443 
(1873). 

Type, Ploceella javanensis—chrysceus Hume. 

The genus Ploceella differs from Ploceus in having a smaller, 
shorter bill which is about equal in length and breadth ; the tope 
is furnished with a few short hairs and the tail is longer, broader 
and more rounded. 

This genus more nearly approaches the African Weaver-Birds 
than does Ploceus and, like many of them, lays eggs of various 
colours. 

There is but one species which has a summer and winter 
plumage varying much as in the males of the preceding genus. 
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(1016) Ploceella chrysaea. 

The Golden Weaver-Bird. 


1Ploceus chrysalis Ilume, Str. Feath., vi, p. 399, footnote (1878) 
(Tenasserim). 

Ploceus javanensis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 180. 

Vernacular names. Nok-a-chap-yippon (Siam). 

Description.—Adult male in Summer. Lores, cheeks, ear- 
coverts, chin and throat velvety black ; a narrow broken 
moustachial streak, crown, neck and lower plumage bright golden 
yellow, deepest on the crown and upper breast; rump and upper 
tail-coverts paler yellow; back and wing-coverts blackish brown, 
each feather broadly margined with yellow; wing-quills black 
edged with yellowish white; tail brown edged and narrowly 
tipped with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown, the eyelids greyish; bill 
black, the gonys often paler and horny or plumbeous horny; legs 
and feet yellow-tan to fleshy, claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 65 to 
69 mm.; tail 49 to 52 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 15 to 
16 mm. 

Male in Winter and Female. A fairly distinct supercilium buff; 
crown fulvous-brown streaked with blackish like the back; rump, 
upper tail-coverts and tail dull rufous-brown, the latter edged 
with fulvous instead of yellow ; lower plumage tawny-buff, 
richest on throat and breast, palest on abdomen and under tail- 
coverts. The bill is light fleshy-brown. 

Young like the female but more rufous. 

Distribution. Upper Burma and Pegu between the Irrawaddy 
and Sittoung Eivers from Mandalay down to the Gulf of 
Martaban ; Northern Tenasserim ; Siam : Cochin China, Java. 

Nidification. The Golden Weaver-Bird breeds in Lower Burma 
and Siam from July to September, occasionally in June. It 
builds two types of nests ; the one most commonly made is 
a spherical affair of grasses, bamboo leaves, strips of grass, bark 
or plantain leaves, etc. well woven and fixed to upright stems 
of grasses and reeds or bush twigs. The entrance is on one side 
and has no tube and the whole effect of the nest is very untidy. 
The second and less common type of nest is like that of the 
Striated Weaver, though it never lias the tube more than an inch 
or two long, and is attached to the ends of branches of bushes or 
tips of reeds from which it hangs. Mr. E. G. Herbert and others 
have drawn attention to the way the Golden Weaver selects either 
very thorny and inaccessible sites for its nests, or else such as are 
in close proximity to hornets’ nests or to colonies of red ants. 

Two is the usual complement of eggs laid, sometimes three, but 
rarely four. Pure white eggs are exceptional and they range 
through all shades of pale grey, pale greenish grey, dove-colour, 
pale purplish-stone, mauve-grey, lilac-grey or brownish. Most 
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eggs are practically uniform, the stipplings of darker colour .being 
so line as not to show ; in others the freckles are more definite 
and in a few there may be a well-marked ring of darker spots or 
a few hair-like lines and scriggles. One hundred eggs average 
18*2 x 13*8 mm. : maxima 20 2 X 14-1 and 19*0 x 14*8 mm. ; 
minima 16*1 x 12*3 mm. 

Habits. Very like those of the birds of the genus Ploceus. They 
are familiar birds, often breeding in close proximity to villages 
and houses, where there are suitable ponds or patches of swamp 
with reeds and bushes. They are birds of the open grass-lands 
and wide areas of shallow reed- and ekra-covered water. They 
have no song but a constant conversational chatter which is 
pleasant and soft and they are very gregarious in their habits 
throughout the year. Their principal food is grass seed, but they 
will eat auy kind of grain, most fruits and are said also to eat 
many kinds of insects, more especially during the breeding- 
season. 


Subfamily ESTRILDIN/E. 

The EstrildhXce , or Munias, differ from the true Weaver-Birds in 
having a very small first primary and in having no Spring moult. 
The sexes are generally alike but in Stictospiza they vary slightly 
and in Amandavci very considerably. The wing is rather short 
with a small first primary and with the next three subequal. 
The tail varies considerably in shape. 

Key to Genera. 


A. Central tail-feathers narrow and pointed. 

a. Tuil rounded and very slightly graduated; 

crown black contrasting with back. Muni a, p. 77. 

b . Tail wedge-shaped and much graduated; 

crown similar in colour to the back. 

a'. Colours brown and white . UROLONCHA, p. 81. 

b'. Colours green and crjmson . Erythrura, p. 93. 

B. Central tail-feathers broad and rounded. 

c. Plumage with much green . Stictospiza, p. 94. 

d . Plumage with much red .. Amanpava, p. 95. 


Genus MUNIA. 

Munia Hodgs., As. Res., xix, p, 153, 1836. 

Type, Munia atricapilla Vieill. 

The genus Munia coutains two Indian species which are char¬ 
acterized by a short and rounded tail, having the middle pair of 
feathers very narrow and pointed and much shorter than the wing. 
The sexes are alike. 

Key to Species . 

A, Lower breast and sides of body white. M. malacca , p. 78. 

B. Lower breast and sides of body chestnut- M. atricapilla , p, 80. 
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Munia malacca. 

Loxia malacca Linn., Syst. Nat., 12tli ed. i, p. 302 (17G6) (Malacca, 
in errore ; Belgaum). 

Linnaeus’s name malacca is in part founded on Ins chuiensis of 
the 10th ed., in which he refers to plates in Albm and Edwards 
which depict, the former the Black-headed Munia of India and 
the latter the Black-headed Munia of Malacca etc. Linnaeus in 
this edition describes characters which refer equally well to either 
species, leaving out all reference to the chest and sides of the 
body The name is indeterminable and cannot be used. In the 
12th ed., however, although he still refers to Albm and Edwards 
he adds to his references another plate of Edwards’s (t. loo) and 
also refers to Brisson, whilst in his description he definitely states 
that the breast and sides of the body are white. Unfortunately 
therefore, although malacca is a geographical misnomer, we must 
retain it as the name for the Southern Indian bird. 

Key to Subspecies . 


A. Upper parts paler, extent of black on abdo¬ 

men ^renter . M, m. malacca , p. 78. 

B. Upper parts darker, extent of black on 

abdomen less . M. m. orientalis , p. 79. 


(1017) Munia malacca malacca. 

The Black-iieaded Munia. 

Loxia malacca Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed. i. p. 302 (17G6) (Malacca, 
in ferrore) (Ceylon). 

Munia malacca. Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 182. 

Vernacular names. Ndkal-nor (Hind.); Nalla jinawayi (Tel.); 
WS'kurulla (Ceyl ) ; Tinna Tcuravi (Tam.). 

Desc iption. Whole head, neck and upper breast, middle of the 
abdomen, vent, thighs and under tail-coverts black; back, rump 
and wing-coverts pale chestnut; lower rump, upper tail-coverts 
and tail glistening maroon ; remainder of underparts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown to crimson-brown; bill 
bluish or lavender-plumbeous ; legs and feet plumbeous. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm.; wing 55 to 
61 mm.; tail 35 to .39 mm.; ciilmen about 17 to 19 mm. 

The Young bird has the whole upper plumage rufous-brown, 
the tail darker ; whole lower plumage pale fulvous-buff. 

Distribution. Ceylon, Travaucore and Malabar Coast and then 
running inland on the North to Belgaum. This appears to he a 
coastal form except in Belgaum. Unfortunately there is little 
material from Travaneore, Malabar, etc. available for comparison 
and the position of these specimens is doubtful, though they seem 
to be much nearer the pale Belgaum birds than to the richly- 
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coloured Madras form. North it occurs in Batnagiri but how 
much further is not yet definitely recorded. 

Nidification. The Black-headed Munia breeds principally after 
the rains have begun in July and August but nests with eggs, 
young, or empty mny be seen practically throughout the year over 
the whole of its range. The nest is a large round ball with the 
entrance near the top and is made of rather large, wide strips of 
grass and reed blades, sometimes with and sometimes without a 
lining of grass flowers. Like all Munias’ nests the construction 
is rather crude and the nest very untidy, especially at the entrance. 
Sugar-cane fields are a very favourite site, but the birds will build 
in long grass, bushes, or any convenient vegetation. The eggs, 
four to seven in number, are white, like all other Indian species 
of the family, fifty average 16*3x11*5 mm.: maxima 17*1 X 
11*5 and 16*5 x 12*4 mm.; minima 15*5 x 10*8 and 15*6 x 10 6 mm. 



Fig. 21. Tnil of M. m. malacca. Fig. 22.—Head of M . m. malacca. 

Habits. This little Munia is very gregarious, often being found 
in flocks of forty or fifty birds, though more often in such as 
contain one or two families only. They frequent grass-lands, 
grain crops and are fond of sugar-cane fields and other tall crops 
standing iu swampy ground. Their diet is exclusively grain and 
seed and when the rice crops are ripe they feed largely on this, at 
other times principally onl grass-seed. The note is a very pleasant 
chatter and though it is generally credited with hawng no song, 
the male, when breeding, has one which is extraordinarily sweet* 
uttered, so to speak, under its breath and hardly audible at five 
yards distance or less. 

( 1018 ) Munia malacca orientalis. 

The Madbas Black-ueadbd Munia. 

Munia malacca orientalis Stuart Baker. Bull. B. 0. C \*1v « as 
( 1925) (Madras). ’ V> 

Munia malacca. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 182 (part). 

t 

Vernacular names as in the preceding bird. 

Description. Similar to M, m. malacca but darker and richer 
chestnut above and generally with less black below. 
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Colours of soft parts as in the preceding race. 
Measurements. Wing 52 to 58 mm. 


Distribution. The whole o£ Southern India North to the 
Centra] Provinces, East of Mysore, Coorg, Travancore and the 
Nilgirie, but not Travancore in the West, nor the Malabar Coast 
or Belgaum. 

Nidification and Habits. Those of the preceding bird. 

Munia atricapilla. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Smaller, very little black on abdomen; 

wing 48 to 53 mm . M. a. atricapilla , p. SO. 

B. Larger, black on abdomen very promi¬ 

nent; wing 52 to 59 mm . M. «. rubronigra , p. 81. 

(1019) Munia atricapilla atricapilla. 

The Malay Chestnut-bellied Munia. 

Loxia atricapilla Vieill., Ois. Chant., p. 84 (1805) (Les Grandes 
Indes). 

Munia atricapilla. Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 183. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. \Y hole head, neck and upper breast deep black ; 
lower rump and upper tail-coverts crimson-maroon, the latter 
tipped with shining gold; tail brown, the central feathers edged 
with gold; thighs, under tail-coverts, sometimes the centre of 
the abdomen dull chestnut-black or smoky-black; remainder of 
plumage chestnut. The upper back is sometimes washed with 
grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill pale bluish 
plumbeous; legs and feet darker plumbeous. 

Measurements. Total length about 135 mm.; wing 48 to 
53 mm.; tarsus 15*5 to 16*5 mm.; culmen about 10 to 11*5 mm. 

Young birds are light fulvous-brown, darker on the head and 
pale buff or fulvous-buff below; sides of head, chin and throat 
greyish; some young birds are more tinged with chestnut than 
others. 

Distribution. Southern Burma and Siam, from about the 
latitude of Rangoon and Samkok, the whole of the Malay Penin¬ 
sula to Singapore. 

Nidification. The Chestnut-bellied Munia breeds during May, 
June and -July, building its nest in grass or reeds in swampy 
places. The nest; is made of rather coarse strips of reed and grass 
blades, lined with finer stripes and is of the usual football shape. 
in this, as in many of the other Muni as* nests, the entrance 
sometimes seems to be merely a hole forced through the top of 
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the nest after completion and, accordingly, difficult to find. 
The eggs number five to seven and forty average 17*1 X 11*9 mm.; 
maxima 17*8 X 11*4 and 17*0x12*2 mm.; minima 15*6x12*1 
and J 6*0x11*0 mm. 

Habits. These Munias frequent, by preference, grass fields and 
reeds and bushes in swampy places away from villages, but 
Col. H. H. Harington found it breeding near Taungyi both in 
bushes near villages and in grass swamps well away from them. 
'They are gregarious like all Munias - and the family parties do not. 
break up until the birds are ready to recommence breeding. 

(1020) Munia atricapilla rubronigra. 

The Northern Chestnut-bellied Munia. 

Munia rubroniger Hodgs., As. Res., xix, p. 153 (1836) (Nepal). 

Munia atricapilla . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 183 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Malay Chestnut-bellied Munia but 
larger; the black on the belly well developed and much greater in 
extent; the upper parts are, perhaps, more richly chestnut and 
there is never any silvery edging to the feathers of the upper 
back. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 59 mm., generally about 55 ram.; 
culmen 1 1*5 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. From Samhalpur, along the Sub-Himalayan Terai 
to E. Assam, Bihar and Bengal; Arakan; Chin and Kuchin 
Hills ; Yunnan, Shan States, Annam, Northern Siam to Samkok 
and Central Burma to Karenni etc.; Western China. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the 1:»st bird but keeps more 
to bushes and to very high sites, often building quite high up in 
comparatively lofty trees^ They breed almost all the year round 
but the majority from June to September, laying four to eight 
eggs. Eifty eggs average 16-3x11 7 mm.: maxima 178X 11*9» 
and 17*0x12*2 mm, ; minima 14*9x10*2 mm. 

Habits. This bird ascends the Himalayas up to at least- 
4,000 feet, at which height 1 have obtained it in the Khasia and 
Cachar Hills. Ah hough it seems to prefer the vicinity of villages 
and cultivation, I have seen it in swamps' and grass fields far 
removed therelrom. 

Genus UROLONCHA. 

TJroloncha Cab., Mus. lleim, Th. i, p. 173 (1850). 

Type, TJroloncha molucca Linn. * 

The genus Uroloncha contains a large number of species, 
differing from Munia in their more graduated and proportionately 
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longer tails, the difference between the wing and the tail being 
less than the length of the tarsus. 

In this genus the sexes are alike and the colour oE the crown of 
the head is the same, or nearly the same, as that of the back. 


Key to Species. 


A. Rump white .. U, striata , p. 83. 

B. No white on rump. 

a . Shafts of feathers of upper plumage pale. 

a'. Upper tail-coverts black. U. leucogastra , p. 87. 

b '. Upper tail-coverts glistening fulvous 
or yellow. 

a' 1 . Breast and flanks not squamated or 

barred . U. rufiventris, p. 88. 

b". Breast and flanks barred or squa¬ 
mated. 

a 3 . Chin and throat black. U. kelaarti , p. 89. 

b 3 . Chin and throat chestnut . U. punctulata, p. 90. 

b . Shafts of feathers of upper plumage same 

colour as feathers . U. malabarica , p. 89. 


TJroloncha striata. 

Key to Subspecies . 


A. Abdomen plain white, unstreaked with 
brown. 

a. Fore neck and breast deep black. 

a r . Upper plumage with white shaft-lines. V. $. striata , p. 83. 
b\ Upper plumage with no white shaft¬ 
lines '. U. s.fumigata , p. 83. 

b . Fore neck and breast cjiocolate-brown 

with pale edges. U. s. semistriata , p. 84. 

B Abdomen white, streaked with brown. 

c. Abdomen faintly streaked with brown. .. U. 8. acuticauda. p. 84. 
2. Abdomen strongly streaked throughout 

with brown. 

c'. Breast-feathers brown, narrowly edged [p. 86. 

with fulvous-white. U. s. subsquamicollis , 

d! . Breast-feathers rufous-brown, broadly 

edged with bright fulvous.. U.s. squamicollis, p. 86. 


This interesting species is a good example of the difficulty of 
ignoring subspecies. Old writers admitted four full species, 
striata , semistriata , fumigata and acuticauda , yet refused to 
recognize the difference shown in U . 5 . squamicollis , which differs 
from acuticauda almost exactly as, though to a greater extent 
than, fumigata does from striata. 
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(1021) Uroloncha striata striata. 

The WniTE-B ached Muni a. 

Loxia striata Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed. i p. 306 (176G) (Isle of 
Bourbon, in err ore ; Ceylon). 

Uroloncha striata . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 185. 

Vernacular names. Shakari munia (Beng.); We-lcurulla 
(Ceylon) ; Tinna huravi (Tam.). 

Description, Forehead, anterior "crown, face, chin, throat and 
breast deep velvety black; posterior crown, upper plumage'and 
wing-coverts chocolate-brown with whitish shafts; quills and tail 
blackish chocolate; a broad band across the rump white; below 
from breast pure white ; vent, thighs and under tail-coverts 
blackish chocolate; ear-coverts and sides of the neck chocolate- 
brown with buff shaft-stripes; under wing-coverts and axillaries 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown ; upper mandible 
almost black, the lower mandible bluish plumbeous ; legs and 
feet greenish or plumbeous-horny. 

Measurements. Lotal length about 115 mm.; \ving 52 to 
55 mm.; tail 38 to 40 mm.; tarsus 14 to 15 mm.; culmen about 
10 to 11 mm. 

Young birds are fulvous-brown above without any st nations 
and below are pale fulvous with practically no indications of 
paler mesial streaks. 

Distribution. Ceylon and India, North to Bombay, Sambalpur, 
Manbhum in Eastern Bengal and Orissa. 

Nidification. In Ceylon Messrs. E. Wait and W. W. A. 
Phillips have taken or seen eggs in almost every month of the 
year but in Travancoro the season apparently extends from June 
to {September ; in the Bombay Presidency Davidson found eggs 
up to November, whilst in Western Bengal they also breed in 
March and April. One hundred eggs average 15 3x10*7 mm,: 
maxima 16*8 X 10*9 and 16-7 x 128 mm.; minima 13*5 X 10*6 and 
14*1 x 99 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus. This is perhaps more strictly a 
bird of the jungle than most of the preceding birds but is not 
shy and is frequently also found near villages and in cultivated 
country. 

(1022) Uroloncha striata fumigata. 

The Andaman White-backed Munia. 

Munia fumigata Walden, A. M. N. H., (4) xii, p. 488 (1873) 
(Andamans). 

Uroloncha fumigata . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 186. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Differs from U. s. striata in having no traces of 
striae on the upper plumage, in having the chin and throat a 
less deep velvety black, sometimes tinged with brown, and in having 
indications of pale edgings at the sides and, more rarely still, 
next the abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts as in U. s. striata. 

Measurements. Wing 48 to 51 mm.; tail 42 to 45 mm.> 
tarsus 13 to 14 mm.; cuiinen about 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Andamans only. 

Nidification. Messrs. Osmaston and Wickham found this Mama 
breeding during May and June but, according to Davison, they 
must also breed a great deal later. Egg_s collected by the two 
first-named gentlemen measure about 15-oxll - 4 mm. 

(1023) Uroloncha striata semistriata. 

Tun Nicobar White-backed Munia. 

Munia semistriata Hume, Str. Feath., ii, p. 257 (1874) (Nicobars). 

Uroloncha semistriata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 186. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to U. s. striata but with the upper 
striations faint and the breast-feathers edged with pale fulvous as 
in the acuticauda group. In good specimens the upper tail- 
coverts are also edged with rufous. 

Colours of soft parts as in IT. s. striata. 

Measurements. Wing 48 to 51 mm.; tail 38 to 40 mm.; 
tarsafl3 to 14 mm.; oilmen about 10 to 11 mm. 

This*race ^very^close to U. s. subsquamicollis but differs from 
that form in having practically no strim above and in having the 
abdomen white or fulvous-white unmarked with black shuft-lines. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


(1024) Uroloncha striata acuticauda. 

Hodgson’s Munia. 

Munia acuticauda ITodg-c, As. lies., xix, p. 1631(1836) (Nepal). 

Uroloncha acuticauda . Blank & Oates, ii, p. J84, 

Vernacular names. SampreJc~pho (Lepcha); Namprelc (Bliutea); 
Dao-rmnii (Gachtiri). 

Description. Forehead, face, chin and upper thrqat black; 
upper rump white; remainder of upper plumage chocolate-brown, 
the feathers with pale fulvous shafts; tail black; wing-coverts 
dark chocolate-brown with pule shafts; greater coverts and quills 
blackish; sides of the neck rufous with paler edges and shafts; 
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lower throat and upper breast chocolate with fine shaft-lines and 
rufous edges, often obsolete on the breast and very definite on 
the sides of the neck ; abdomen, flanks and lower breast fulvous 
or greyish white very faintly streaked with black ; posterior 
flanks,* vent and under tail-coverts chocolate with fulvous striae. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill dark plumbeous, 
the culmen almost black ; legs and feet light to dark plumbeous. 

Measurements. Wing 49 to 53 mm.; tail 40 to 46 ram.; tarsus 
14 to 15 mm.; culmen 10*0 to 11*5 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayan Terai and Sub-Himalayan ranges 
from Garlnval to Eastern Assam, Bihar and Eastern Bengal, 
Southern Shan States, Northern Burma and Northern Siam. 

This and the two succeeding forms can be distinguished from 
the preceding three by their striated lower plumage, as well as by 
the minor differences shown in the description given above. 




Fig. 23.—Tail of TJ. s. acuticauda. 

Nidification. Hodgson's Munia breeds throughout the lower 
ranges of the Himalayas up to at least 6,000 feet, most commonly 
perhaps between 2,000 and 4,000 feet. It frequents forests for 
breeding purposes and is rare in cultivated areas or round villages. 
The nestis generally pi abed on the edge of some glade or river 
opening but sometimes far inside evergreen jungle. It is of the 
usual description blit is made almost entirely of very fine grass 
stems and has no lining. It may measure anything from six 
inches to a foot either way, is very untidy and the grass ends 
often project round the mouth so as to form a short rough tunnel. 
There is never any attempt at concealment and both birds go in 
and out of the nest whilst one is standing close by. They obtain 
the grass or grass bark by nipping the blade or leaf at the bottom, 
seizing the small projecting piece and then, flying upwards, strip 
or tear off a long piece. Eggs and young may be found throughout 
the vear but May and June are certainly the favourite laying 
months, many birds having second broods in July and August. 
They lay four to eight eggs and 100 average 15*3 x 10*9 mm.: 
maxima 16*9 X 11*0 and 15*5 x 11*5 mm.; minima 131 x 101 and 
I4*5x99 mm. 
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Habits. A cheerful sprightly little bird, yet one of the wilds 
rather than of civilization. In summer it keeps to the mountains 
and the broken country adjoining but in Winter is found far into 
the Plains of Assam and Bengal. They keep in small family parties 
of half-a-dozen to double that number and all feed close together 
on grass seed, berries and grain. When not breeding the nest is 
often used as a roosting-home by the whole family, sometimes a 
very tight squeeze. The flight is direct and very strong for so 
small a bird but is seldom long sustained. 

(1025) Uroloncha striata subsquamicollis. 

The Malayan Shaep-tailbd Muni a. 

TJroloncha acuiicauda subsquamicollis Stunrt Baker, Bull. B. O. 0., 
xlv, p. 69 (1926) (Bankasoon). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Darker above than the preceding bird and having 
the lower parts more grey and much more heavily striated 
throughout. The feathers of the breast also show the rufous 
edges more distinctly. 

Colours of soft parts as in M. s. acutieauda. 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 49 mm.; tail 38 to 44 mm.; 
tarsus 12 to 13 mm.; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Young like that of the typical form. 

Distribution. Burma from Tounghoo South to Singapore and 
Sumatra; Siam from, at least Bangkok Southwards; Cochin 
China, S. Yunnan, Annam, Hainan and Formosa. 

Nidification and Habits. Similar to those of the preceding 
bird. 





(1026) Uroloncha striata squamicollis. 

The Chinese Shahp-tailed Munia. 

Uroloncha squamicollis Sharpe, Cat. B. M., xiii, p. 369 (1890) 
(Szechuan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Above paler than U. $. acutieauda and with the 
lower parts even darker in colour and as heavily striated as U. s . 
subsquamicollis . The breast is brighter chestnut than in either of 
the two preceding races and has better-defined, broader pale edges 
and well-marked pale shafts ; the white rump-band is always much 
suffused with grey and is lined and mottled with brown ; the 
lower rump is generally a brighter rufous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing .50 to 52 mm.; tail 38 to44 mm.; tarsus 
13 to 14 mm.; culmen 10*0 to 11-0 mm. 
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Distribution. Western China, Eastern Slmn States, North 
Yunnan and South China. 

Nidification. Messrs. R. E. Vaughan and K. H. Jones found 
this Munia breeding at Macao and Canton from April to Septem¬ 
ber and later laying five or six eggs which measure about 16*0 x 
10*9 ram. They are said to place their nests in bamboos, bushes 
and trees, often at a very great height from the ground. 

Habits. This Munia is migratpry or partially so, leaving its 
most Northern habitats during the Winter. Otherwise its habits 
are those of the family. 

(1027) Uroioncha leucogastra leucogastra. 

The White-bellied Munia. 

Amadina leucogastra Blyth, J. A. S. B., xv, p. 286 (1846) (Malay 
Peninsula). 

Uroioncha leucogastra. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 186. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole head and upper plumage dark chocolate- 
brown each feather pale-shafted; upper tail-coverts black; tail 
dark brown, edged, broadly at the base, more narrowly on the 
terminal half, with shining golden fulvous; chin, throat, breast 
and flanks deep chocolate-black ; thighs and under tail-coverts 
the same ; abdomen running up into the centre of the breast 
white, often more or less tinged with fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; upper inaudible deep 
plumbeous to black ; lower mandible paler and more plumbeous- 
blue ; legs and feet dusky-plumbeous or dull smalt-blue. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 nun.; wing 47 to 
49 mm.; tail 31 to 32 ram. ; tarsus 13 mm.; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Young birds are unstreaked brown above with brown upper 
tail-coverts ; below they, aro buff, more or less streaked with pale 
shaftrstripes. 

Distribution. Tenasserim from Tavov South to Singapore and 
Borneo. Uroioncha Isucogastrojdes (Java) and U . everetti should be 
treated as subspecies of this form. \ 

Nidification. This is apparently a forest breeder, nests found by 
Davison and W. A. T. Kellow all being, in forest, though in 
the latter case they were near villages. This Munia makes the 
usual type of nest but sometimes employs bamboo leaves in its 
construction. Forty eggs average 15*5 X 11*5 mm.: maxima 16*8 
X 12*1 mm. and 18*1 x 12*2 mm. ; minima 14*6 X 10*9 arid 15*0 x 
10*6 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus but it is more of a forest bird than 
many. 
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(1028) TJroloncba rufiventris. 

The Rufous-bellied Munia. 

Urohncha rufiventris Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. C., xlv,‘p. 84 (1925) 
(Wynaad). 

TJrolonchapectoralis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 187. 

Vernacular names. Tinna Jcuravi (Tel.). 

Description. Upper plumage chocolate-brown with pale shafts, 
forehead and crown darker; rump dark brown with broader 
streaks of fulvous; upper tail-coverts glistening rufous; tail 
blackish brown; wing-coverts dark brown; quills blackish; lores, 
cheeks, chin, throat and upper breast black, the lores and 
cheek3 flecked with tiny rufous striae; remainder of underparts 
dark fulvous or pinkish brown, the feathers of the vent and 
under tail-coverts with wide dark brown, or blackish, margins. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark slate to practically 
black ; legs and feet dark slaty. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm.: wing 55 to 
57 mm.; tail 36 to 39 mm.; culmon about 11 to 12 mm.; tarsus 
13 to 14 mm. 

Young birds are all brown above, the wings and tail blackish ; 
below they are fulvous, each feather with a pale shaft widening to 
a pale spot near the tip and with the faintest possible dark 
margin. 

Distribution. The Western coast of India from the Wynaad 
to South Travancore. 

The name by which this bird has hitherto been known, U. pec¬ 
toralis (Jerdon MS., Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiii, 1844), is unfortu¬ 
nately preoccupied by A. pectoralis of Gould, P. Z. S. 1840, 
p. 127. 

Nidification. The Rufous-bellied Munia breeds in the Nilgiris 
and other Hill districts of South India from July to September. 
In Travancore Stewart found eggs in March, April, June 
and July. The nest is similar to that of other Munias but more 
varied in material, whilst often there is a fair lining of the 
flowering ends of grasses. The eggs number four to seven, eight 
to ten according to Miss Cockburn. Thirtv-six average 16*0 x 
115mm.: maxima 17 8x12*0 and 17*5x 12*3 mm.; minima 
15*0 x 10*9 and 15*5 x 10*5 mm. 

Habits. This Munia is found in the Hills all the year round, 
in Summer up to some 7,000 feet, in Winter up to about 4,000 feet. 
In the lower levels it is resident throughout the year. It is found 
both in grass-lands, scrub jungle and in cultivation and villages, 
often breeding in and about the latter. They associate in small 
flocks aud have the usual habits of the family. 
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(1029) Urolonclia kelaarti. 

The Ceylon Muni a. 

Munia kelaarti Blytb, Jerdon B. of I., ii, p. 356 (i 860 ) (Ceylon). 

Urolonclia kelaarti. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 187. 

Vernacular names. We-kurvlla (Ceylon) ; TinnaJcuruvi (Tam.). 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird blit having the rump 
a deeper black with diamond-shaped spots of white; the lower 
breast, abdomen, flanks and vent are pinkish white or pale fulvous, 
each feather boldly barred with blackish. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding species. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 mm.: wing 51 to 
54 mm.; tail 08 to 40 mm.; tarsus about 14 mm. ; culmen about 
13 mm. 

Young birds are practically indistinguishable from those of the 
preceding but show distinct signs of black and white barring on 
the chin and throat. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

• Ti 1 * 8 species is undoubtedly only the geographical representative 
in Ceylon o the Rufous-bellied Munia but environment or some 
other cause has evolved a form sufficiently well defined to deserve 
the rank ot species. It should, however, be noted that birds of 
the preceding species from Travaucore do show a slight extension 
ot the mottling ot the vent on to the abdomen.. 

Nidification. The Ceylon Munia breeds in February and March, 
again in .lune and July and perhaps later, making a typical 
Munia s nest but building sometimes well in the interior of dense 
forests, sometimes in Coffee Estates and even in creepers 
growing over houses. The eggs appear to number three to six* 
often three or four only. Thirtv average 10*1 x 11*3 mm.: 
maxima 17*6x10*9 and 16-3 x 121 111 m. ; minima 14*2 x 11*0 
and 17*0 x 10*1 mm. 

Habits. The Ceylon Munia is essentially a Mountain form, being 
seldom found below 2,006 feet and haunting the highest elevations 
about the Peak and Newara Eliya. it is said to be swifter in 
flight than its near relations and to have a loud sibilant note, 
uttered both on the wing and when at rest. It is less gregarious 
than most Munias, keeping in small family parties only and soon 
driving away the young to fend for themselves. They feed almost 
entirely on seeds and grain and sometimes frequent roads etc. for 
the purpose of hunting for food among the droppings of cattle 
and ponies. 

(1030) Urolonclia malabarica. 

The White-theoated Munia. 

Lo.via malabarica Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed. i, p. il05 (1766) (India, 
Malabar). 

Urolonclia malabarica. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 188. 

Vernacular names. Cliarohara (N.W. Provinces): Pidar 


90 


PLOCEIDJE. 


(South and Central India); Sar munia (Beng.); Jinuwayi 

CM.). 

Description. Upper plumage, wing-coverts and inner secon¬ 
daries earthy-brown, the feathers of the crown with darker 
centres ; lower rump and upper tail-coverts white, the outer tail- 
coverits edged black; tail black, edged, except near the Up, wnn 
bright rusty ; greater coverts, wings and primaries blackish ; lower 
plumage pale huffy-white, the sides of the breast and flanks barred 
with darker buff, in some specimens these parts being practically 
all buff ; ear-coverts almost or quite pure white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown; upper man¬ 
dible horny-slate to bluish-slate, lower mandible pale bluish or 
lavender; legs and feet dark fleshy to reddish purple. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm.; wing 53 to 54 mm.; 
tail 48 to 49 mm.; tarsus 14 to 15 mm.; eulmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. All India and the dry, maritime parts of Ceylon. 
It ascends the Himalayas up to 6,000 feet below Simla; to the 
East it extends to Eastern Bengal but apparently not to Assam 
or the Bengal Districts North and East of the Bay of Bengal. On 
the West it is found in Baluchistan and Afghanistan and has been 
obtained at Muscat in Persia. The Sind, Baluchistan and Afghan 
birds are posssibly rather paler than Southern and Eastern speci¬ 
mens but are not, I consider, sufficiently so to merit separation. 

Nidification. In Ceylon the White-throated Munia breeds in 
the drier areas in the North, whilst in India also it selects the 
less-watered and well-wooded areas up to some 6,000 feet elevation. 
It breeds practically throughout the year except at its highest 
elevation, where the breeding months are restricted from June or 
July to September. The nest is the usual untidy ball of grass, but 
is very bulkv, with thick walls and often a substantial base—a foun¬ 
dation of dead and green leaves. It breeds in gardens, verandahs, 
round about villages and, less often, in scrub jungle and long grass 
and often several nests may be found together. Occasionally a cup- 
or saucer-shaped nest is built, but this is quite the exception. 
The eggs number four to eight but sometimes two hens lay in one 
nest and fifteen eggs have been thus found. One hundred eggs 
average 15*7 x 11*7 mm.: maxima 18'5 X 11*5and 16*5 x 12*5 min.; 
minima 13*5 x 12*2 and 14*8 x 11*2 ram. 

Habits. Those of the genus. This Munia is probably locally 
migratory in the higher hills but is certainly resident up to 
3,000 feet or even higher. 

Uroloncha punctulata. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Under tail-coverts fulvous. JJ. p. punctulata , p. 91. 

B. Under tail-eovert9 almost white. 

a. Tail suffused with olive-yellow .. U. p. subundidata , p. 92. 

b . Tail suffused with olive-grey .... U. p. topela 9 p. 92. 
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(1031) Uroloncha punctulata punctulata. 

The Indian Spotted Munia. 

Loxiapunctulata Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed. i, p. 202 (176G)(Calcutta). 

Urdloncha punctulata, Jilanf. & Oatos, ii, p. 189. 

Vernacular names. Telia munia (Hind, in the N.); Sing-baz, 
Shinbaz (Hind, in the Deccan and Mussoorie) ; Shubz munia 
(Beng.) ; Kahkara jinuwayi (Tel.) ; WS-kurulla (Cing.) ; Tinna 
leuravi (Tam.). 

Description, forehead, over the eye, sides of the head, chin 
and throat rich chocolate ; upper plumage and \\ ingsdull ehocolate- 
brown, the back, scapulars and wing-feathers with whitish shafts; 
rump barred with while and blackish; upper tail-coverts and 
central tail-feathers glistening golden fulvous ; outer tail-feathers 
brown edged with yellow ; below white, each feather with a hold 

acv edging; centre of abdomen immaculate; under tail-coverts 
fulvous with more or less blackish centres. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep reddish brown to almost 

nlmX 1; bl 8 a i ,y ’ t10 Culmen base blackish ; legs and feet 
plumbeous, the claws horny-brown b 

1 ! 0t ” 1 k *S‘ h “ b » ut 125 ■»»•; »i»g52 to 57 m; 

V ! ' ; 16 *» 16 ■>"»•! culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

barrim^n The ^ chocolate-brown above, with no 

tail-co verts or tailTbebt IhevT glis f te " iu ^ e .^ ur 0,1 the u PP er 
bright, deep buff. th ® J Va, 7 fr0ln dul1 fulvous-grey to a 

Distribution. Ceylon, all India except Sind, the Punjab, and 
the drier portions of Pajputana and the N.W. Provinces. 

ex t e ^ds to Eastern Bengal and North-Western Assam. 
-Birds trorn Pegu also seem nearer to the typical race but the 
black below is less vivid and the glistening yellow of the upper 
tail-coverts is often replaced by olive-yellow. These birds are in 
tact intermediate between the typical form and U , p. subundulata . 

Nidification. The Spotted Munia breeds up to some 5,000 or 
6,000 feet throughout India in the better-wooded country, where 
there is a plentiful and regular rainfall. In places where it is* 
particularly common it breeds in communities of some size; thus 
Miss Cockburn had eight nests m the trellis of her verandah and 
Bayard counted forty in one tree, in one case several beino* built 
attached to one another. It breeds more or less throughout the 
year but more freely after the rains break. One hundred eg*** 
average 1(Mxll-G mm.: maxima 180x12-0 mm.; minima 
14 0x10-8 and lvl xl0 - 7 mm. 

Habits. This familinr little Munia frequents gardens, com¬ 
pounds and villages throughout most of India but i 8 ^. !lVe j u 
Rajputftna and the North-West Provinces. In the higher ranges 
of its habitat it moves vertically with the seasons but elsewhere 
is resident. 
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(1032) Uroloncha punctulata subundulata. 

The Burmese Spotted Munia. 

Munia subundulata Godw.-Aust., P. Z. S., 1874, p. 48 (Manipur). 

Uroloncha punctulata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 189 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the typical race in having the rump 
much less boldly barred, often having the bars only faintly 
discernible; the upper tail-coverts and tail are suffused with 
olive-yellow. Below, the black edging is replaced by paler 
chocolate-brown and the ground-colour is less pure white, making 
these parts far less boldly black and white than they are in 
U. p. punctulata ; the under tail-coverts are also generally white, 
not buff. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian race. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 55 mm. 

Distribution. Manipur to Tenasserim in the South, excluding 
a certain area round Pegu ; East this form does not extend to 
Siam but has been recorded from Cochin China; specimens from 
Yunnan and the Shan States seem nearer to the Chinese form 
topela . Specimens from the Khasia Hills, Cachar, Sylhet, 
Tippera and Chittagong are somewhat intermediate and in¬ 
dividuals may be met with indistinguishable from trim punctulata ; 
on the whole, however, they are nearer the Burmese birds and 
should be retained under the name U. p. subundulata . 

Nidification. Similar to the preceding. The breeding-season 
is late, August to October, though nests may be seen in most 
months. Thirty eggs average HrlxlTl mm.: maxima 170X 
12*0 mm. ; minima 14*0 X 10 # 4 and 14*8 x 10*3 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(1033) Uroloncha punctulata topela. 

The Chinese Spotted Munia. 

Munia topela Swinh., Ibis, 1863, p. 380 (Amoy). 

Uroloncha punctulata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 189 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very close to U. p. subundulata but generally 
much browner, less chocolate above; the barring on the rump is 
obsolete or ill-defined and these parts are tinged witli olive-grey ; 
upper tnil-ooverts glistening straw-yellow ; banking below dusky 
brown rather than chocolate. 

Colours of soft parts as in other races. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 56 mm. 

Distribution. South China, Formosa, Hainan, Yunnan and 
Shan Stales. Birds from N.E. Burma have the dull brown 
upper plumage of topela but the chocolate-brown bands to the 
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underparts as in subunclulata and are nearer the latter form. 
Individual variation is great in all these races. 

Nidification and Habits. Little recorded but similar to those 
of the other races. 


Genus ERYTHRURA. 

Erythrura Swainson, Class. JB., ii, p. 280 (1837). 

Type, Enjthrura prasina Sparrm. 

i he genus Enjthrura contains a single species of Mania, 
distinguished by its very beautiful multi-coloured plumage. The 
sexes differ considerably in colour and in the male the tail is 
much longer than it is in the female. In the former sex the tail 
is longer than the wing and the two central tail-feathers are 
nairow, pointed and greatly elongated. * 


Erythrura prasina. 

Loxxa prasina Sparrm., Mus. Carls., pis. 72, 73 (1788). 
Type-locality: Java. 


having t“ f0UTld ^° meo differs fro “' the typical form in 

but reaching onT the n0t ™ st ( lcUi \ to centre 

are i m n„u u 1 i + l PP ei bi east and flanks; the upper parts 

the bl,,e «" L tL “ 
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(10M) Erythrura prasina prasina. 

Ini: Malay Long-tailed Mtjnia. 


Loxia prasina Sparrm., Mus. Carls, pis. 72, 73, (17S8) (Java). 
Erythrura prasina. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 190. 


Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Descrip ion Adult male. Lores black; forehead, cheeks, 
ear-coverts, chin and throat blue; upper plumage, wing-coverts, 
innermost secondaries and edges of quills bright grass-green; 
lower rump and upper tail-coverts brilliant scarlet-crimson; 
middle pair of tail-feathers dull red, turning to brown towards 
the terminal half; outer tail-feathers brown; concealed portions 
of primaries and outer secondaries dark brown ; lower plumage 
orange-buff with a large patch of scarlet on the upper abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and 
feet fleshy-pink. 


Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 57 to 
59 mm.; tail 57 to 65 mm.; tarsus 15 nun.; culmen about 12 mm 
Female. Like the male but with no scarlet patch on the 
abdomen; the blue of the head is confined to the cheeks and 
anterior ear coverts and sometimes a wash on the throat; the 
lower par<s are a duller huff, often washed with greenish* blue 
on the breast and flanks. 


\ 
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Young birds are like the female but have the upper tail- 

coverts and tail yellowish. . . 

Over the whole range of this species a tom occurs having the 
crimson abdomen replaced with gold, the same colour also 
replacing the red of the upper tad-coverts and tail. 

Distribution. Tenasseriin to the extreme South of the Malay 
Peninsula, Java and Sumatra. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Said to be a shy bird, feeding in the open rice-fie Ids 
in Tenasserim, sometimes in company with Munias of other gen 
but retreating into dense bamboo jungle when disturbed. Inc) 
are gregarious like others of the family and have notes very 
similar to those of other Munias and, like these, they feed entirely 
on grain and seeds. Davison says they have a soft twittering 
note which they constantly utter when roosting. It is possible 
that this beautiful Mania is only a seasonal visitor to Tenasserim 
but, judging from thfe family, it is more likely to be a resident, 
though retiring to unfrequented places when, breeding. 




Genus STICTOSPIZA. 

Stictospiza Sharpe, Cat. B. M., xiii, p. 287 (1890). 

Type, Stictospiza formosa Lath. 

In this genus there is a single species of Munia characterized 
by its green plumage and by its broad, rounded tail-feathers. 
The female differs from the male principally in being much 

paler. 


(1035) Stictospiza formosa. 

The Green Munia. 

FringiUa formosa Ugh., Orn., i, p. 441 (1790) (India). 
Stictospiza formosa. Blanf. & Oates, n, p. 191- 


Vernacular names. Hurri Lai, Hurri Munia (Hind.). 

Description. Whole upper plumage and wings light olive-green, 
brighter and more yellow on the upper tad-coverts; tail black ; 
concealed portions of wing-quills brown; sides of the head and 
neck olive-yellow; chin, throat and upper breast pale yellow, 
lower breast, centre of abdomen, vent, thigh-coverts and under 
tail-coverts bright yellow; flanks barred with greenish blown 
and white, the feathers sometimes tipped with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale to dark brown ; bill waxy-red ; 
legs and feet slaty-brown to fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing 46 to 49 mm.; 
tail 43 to 45 mm.; tarsus 14 mm.; culraen 9 to 10 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male but duller and paler ; above 
tinged with ashy and below much greyer and duller. 
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Young birds have the upper plumage olive-brown: the lower 
plumage dull huffy shading to oily yellow on the abdomen, vent 

black " d6r ta ' ' coverts ’ fche flanks have no barring and the bill is 

Distribution. The Central portion of India; West to Mt. Abu 
Jiast to Ialamau and Lohardaga, North to Jhansi and South to 
Chanda and Ahin. 



—Tail of S.fonnosa. 

OeSSf to fa Snuwy uncUtU'r 1 ^ ““'t *1° breed in Raipur from 

coarse grass like that of oi l .\ U f ol - m , U - V ,' . ( builds a nest of. 
cane, interlacing some of the ] >. Uma8 * ' vklcl1 lfc places in a sugar- 
work of the nest. Several n ° .1 t !" i atter lnfco tke frame- 
spite of this, few nests o, 1f | P ‘ lrS kl j eeC 0116 smal1 ai 'ea but, in 
average about 17*2 x 11-9 mm.flw^ be6U takeD ' The e SS 8 
Habits. Verv lifflo i 

Munia. It keens lmwli i )e f n recor ^ 6 ^ about this handsome 

which have grown high an? ° r t0 cultivat L ed cro P a 

which freouent tl, Q • , . afford g° od cover * nor are they birds 
food fffi ! ' t 6 ne, g hbo ">’hood of gardens and villages. In 

even more cn \ ^*7 are f l u ' te typical of the family and they are 
even moie constantly gregarious than most of its members. 3 


trenus AMANDAVA. 

Amandava Blyth, Nat. Hist. Selborne, White, p. 44 (1836). 

Type, Amandava amandava Linn. 

i<> !, ( i;oflv 8 ' Am f nduva contains two Indian species of Munia 
. • 1 1 . le Ina e ® are red and the females brown, both sexc * 

bemg much spotted with white on various parte of the pW*! 

tld 7 T ffePS , r ° m Stict6s P ; ™ In its narrower, rnorepohS 
tail-feathers as well as in colour-pattern. The two speeEr 

(genus contains are sometimes treated as geographical 1 tacos 
as there seems to be no intermediate forms to link he two tol„H ‘ 
I give them the rank of full species. together 


Aej/ to Species. 

A. Abdomen black ... 

B. Abdomen yellowish red . 


A. amandava , p. 96. 

A•jlavidiventruj, p. 97. 



? 
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p. 319 (1766) 


(1036) Amandava amandava. 

Tiib Indian Bed Munia. 

Fringilkt amandava Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed. 

Sporesginthus amandava. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 192. 

Vernacular names. Lai Munia, (Hind.) ; Torra jinuivayt ('Lei.). 

Description -Adult male. Whole head and upper plumage 
crimson, the bases of the feathers brown and showing through in 
varvin ” decree; when much abraded the crimson almost dis- 
amiears • ud.en quite freshly moulted there are a tew tiny specks 
of white on the back, becoming larger and more numerous on the 
rump ancUipper tail-coverts ; tail black, the outer feathers tipped 
with P white below from chin to breast deep crimson, the latter 
spotted with white; flanks crimson, boldly spotted with white; 
centre of the abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts black ; wing- 
covertB and quills brown, the coverts and innermost secondaries 
with a terminal white spot; the wing-coverts m freshly-moulted 
birds are narrowlv edged with crimson. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris orange-red to crimson ; bill red, 
dusl<y at the base; legs and feet fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 115 mm; wing 40 to 
48 mm.: tail 37 to 38 mm. ; tarsus about 14 mm.; cultnen about 

8 nun. 

Female. Above brown, the scapulars, wing-coverts and inner 
secondaries tipped white : upper tail-coverts crimson with minute 
terminal white spots; tail brownish black; lores black; chin 
yellowish White ; throat and breast darker and more grey ; 
abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts bright saffron 

Young birds are all brown above, the wing- feathers broadly 
edued with fulvous ; below dull buff. 

Distribution. Ceylon, all India, except the Punjab, to the Hima- 
i ,TWrBurma as far South as the Upper Chmdwm Cochin 
cE sir SuZoi and Java. Wh.Lr this bird a really 

tafcSS* tbeisoutb-Wern canines seems doab u and 

it inav have been introduced to them as it has been to Mauritius. 

Nidification The Red Munia breeds all over India except in 
some of the more arid and hare districts. Nests ®ay Pn’bahly 
be found in any month qf the year.but most birds b re ed alter 
the rains commence in late June and continue up ° * 

In Assam, Bengal and the wetter portions of their range they 
freely breed also from March to May. The nests are merely 
rather small, neat replicas of those of other Munias, made of hne 
grasses and more neatly finished than most. 1 hey do no iku 
in communities as some Munias do but I have found two oi uoe 
nests in the same garden and, occasionally, two or more are sa«d 
to set up house together and occupy the same nest. They lay pve 
to ten eggs and one hundred average 14*4x 11*5 mm.: maxima 
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170x12-1 and 15-5x12-5 nmii j lmmma 13 0 X 10 6 in in. In 
shape they are broader ovals than the eggs of the other genera 
of this Subfamily. 

Habits. This little Mania is found all over the better-watered 
plains and up to 6,000 feet in the hills of Southern India, 
3,000 feet in the Northern Himalayas and up to 4,000 feet in 
the hills South of the Brahmaputra and Chiu Hills. It is a 
frequenter of villages, gardens and cultivation hut it also occurs, 
where it is abundant, in grass-land and in thin scrub-jungle. 
It is a popular cage-bird, thriving in confinement and in this 
state will eat bananas, bread and milk, “ suttoo ” and other food 
as well as grain and seed. It lias a very beautiful, though very 
feeble little song and is a most charming, confiding little pet. 

(1037) Amandava flavidiventris. 

The Burmese Bed Munia. 

Estvelda flavidiventris Wallace, P. Z. S., 1863, p. 840 (Timor & 
Flores), 

SporceijinthusJlavidweiitris . Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 193. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Adult male. Very similar to A. amandava but 
with the Hanks crimson, spotted with white throughout; the 
centre of the abdomen is orange-yellow ; the under tail-coverts 
are black spotted with crimson-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson, eyelids livid purple; bill 
deep red with a black base; legs and feet flesh-colour, the claws 
darker. 

Measurements. Wing 44 to 45 mm. 

The Female and Young cannot be distinguished from those of 
the Indian Bed Munia. 

Distribution. Central and South Burma to Tennsserim; Shan 
States. 

Nidification and Habits very much the same as those of the 
Indian Bed Munia. Col. Harington and Mr. Wickham found 
them breeding in October, November and December in the Shan 
States and Mr. Oates took eggs in Pegu in the first of these 
months. They make their nests almost always in grass, short or 
tail, ami place them very close to the ground and well concealed. 
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Family FRINGILLID2E. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx fixed to the ends of the 
bronchial semi-rings; the edges of the mandibles smooth ; the 
hinder part of the tarsus longitudinally bilammated, the lamina 
entire and smo >th ; the front of the tarsus scutellated; vying 
with nine visible primaries, the first and second subequal in 
length; secondary quills reaching about three-quarters tne 
length of the wing; bill more or less conical; tail of twelve 
feat hers; nostrils pierced close to the line of forehead and close 
to the culmen; rictal bristles few and short; sexes genera y 
dissimilar; plumage of young various. . 

As already staled in reference to the Ploceidce, practically ie 
only constant difference between that family and the present one 
consists in the latter having only nine visible primaries. 


The Frinc'illidce contains a very large number of species ()f 
birds generally described as Pinches, which have a strong family 
resemblance to one another. 

The Pinches have, as a rule, only one moult a year but their 
Summer and Winter plumage is often very different. This is 
owing to the effect of abrasion wearing off the margins of the 
feathers, which are in so many cases coloured differently to the 
rest of the feather. 

The majority of the Pinches are migratory but in many cases 
migratory birds are represented in some areas by local breeding 
residents, a fact which has rendered discrimination in geo¬ 
graphical races very difficult and, even now, far more material is 

urgently required in the British Museum. , 

the Fringillidas may be divided into three fairly well-defined 
groups. 



Fig. 25.—Skull of Coccothrausfa c. kumii. 


CJpper mandible produced backwards behind 
the front line of the bony orbit; inferior 
outline of lower mandible straight or 

nearly so . Coccothraustince , p. 99. 
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Fig. 26.—Skull of FringUla coe/ebs. 

'Upper mandible not produced backwards behind 
the front line of orbit; inferior Outline of 
lower mandible with a slight re-entering 
angle; cutting-edges of both mandibles 
everywhere in contact. Fringillince, p. 107. 



i ig. -—Skull of Emheriza citrinclla. 


Upper mandibie not, produced backwards behind 

' .- 1 7 le 0 ^ lt » mferior line of lower 

mauiible greatly ungulate; cuttii g-edges 

hut lenvi 1 J - eS 110t ^ Vei ’y w ber© iu contact 

n^ a gap o greater or less extent. Emhtrizince, p. 195. 


Subfamily COCCOTH LlAUSTINiE. 

Lin, Subfamily ( occothrciustince contains those Finches which 
• ? L ‘ t , . a l lllc ! erized i h .y ^ very large bill. They are birds of con- 
U ei . <l 3 , e ,f 1Ze anc ra fber bright coloration and, in all the Indian 
species,, the sexes differ from one another. They have only one 
moult a year. 


Keg to Genera . 
A .'Tips of inner primaries and outermost 
8econdanes-square orsJnuated ; margin 
of upper mandible not toothed near 

gape . 

U. lips of all wing-quills rounded or 
pointed: margin of upper mandible 
siniiated or toothed near gape. 
a. Difference between wing and tail 

about equal to length of tarsus _ 

& Difference between wing and tail 
about equal to twice length of tarsus. 


CoCG'OTHRAUSTESj p. 99. 


PjSBISSOSPTZA, p. 101, 

Myckrobas, p. 105. 


\ 


Genus COCCOTHRAUSTES. 

Coccothraustes Brisaon, Om„ iii, p. 218 (1700). 

Type, Coccothraustes coccothraustes Linn. 

I* The genus Coccothraustes contains the Hawfinches, with a single 
species, geographical races of which extend practically throughout 
Europe and Norlh and Central Asia. 
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In Coccothraustes the bill is conical, with the culmen nearly 
straight and the cutting-edge of the upper mandible curved but 
not toothed near the gape; the nostril is partly concealed by 
hairy feathers ; the tail is short and square ; the wing is pointed 
and the innermost primaries and outer secondaries have sinuous, 
square tips ; the tarsus is short and strong. 

Coccothraustes coccothraustes. 

Loxia coccothraustes Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 171 (1 / 08 ). 

Type-locality: Western Europe. 

The typical form differs from the only known Indian race in 
being darker coloured and in having the sides of the body 
vinaeeous instead of tawny brown 



(1038) Coccothraustes coccothraustes huinii. 

Hume’s Hawfinch. 

Coccothraustes humii Sharpe, P. Z. S., 1886, p. 90 (Attoclc, N.W.. 
Punjab); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 196. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 



Fig. 28.—Mead of C. c. humii. 


Description.—Adnlt male. Feathers round the base of the 
upper and lower mandibles, lores, chin and throat, black ; fore¬ 
head, crown, sides of the head, back, scapulars, lesser wing-coverts 
and inner secondaries tawny brown ; a broad ashy-grey collar on 
the nape and sides of the neck; rump and upper tail-coverts 
paler tawny brown tinged with orange; tail black with broad 
white tips, the central pair of feathers with an intermediate patch 
of grey; les«er wing-coverts tipped ;»shy; median and outer webs 
of greater coverts white ; remainder of wing black, the primaries 
glossed with blue at the tips arid with a broad white bar across 
the middle of the inner webs; below- pale tawny brown, darker 
on the flanks and albescent on the vent; under tail-coverts white;, 
under wn'ng-coverts white. 

" t 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris greyish white; bill horny-w hite, the 
upper mandible tinged with fleshy and in summer becoming pale 
bluish-horny ; legs pale fleshy. r 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm • wing 97 to 
102 mm.; tail 61 to 66 mm.; tarsus 21 to 22’mm.; culmen 
ZO to 22 nun. 

Female. Like the male but paler and more dull and with the 
bead concolorous with the ashy nape. 

Young birds are dingy brown above, with traces of dark 
terminal bars to the feathers ; the forehead and sides of the bead 

IZuZ T t r V ’ r, is the white throat; below white, 

Wrs * ti - : 

i S t™ ™l b S,f™.° Ck “ 11,6 N ' W ' Puo i“ b ’ Afghan- 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Dehnd-Eadeliffe ^ 'first'' l\ I1U< j anc * vei Y ’ rr «gular visitor to India. 
E was then observAif obtained it in Attock in I860 and 1870 and 
by A.E J„nes in the^T^Vi the low ’’ills of that district 
head found Sm com r^n t'X » At Kohat White- 

Sam ana. Here thev .. , 6 - ^ lranzai ^ a )l^y aad rare on the 

orchards and gardens feed hi ^ "v Sm - aIi parties in olive-groves, 
fruit stones. Thev arp * ^ on berries, seeds and the kernels of 

call-notes syllabized as “ t^’ or‘‘li ^" Wr, fTft ^ ^ 
the Pei war Rn,,^ of o aaai z,tt * Whitehead obtained it m 

it probab v hr H n J ’°° 0 If - ° U the 5th of Ma y a " d thought that 
Quetta aid v n i, Jere f ' Metnertzbagen obtained a specimen in 
f0U “ d 11 at Drosh at about 4,000 feet 


Menus PERISSOSPIZA. 

Perissospiza Oberholser, Proc. Nat. Mus. U.S., xxii, p. 227 (1918). 

Type, Perissoyrizct icterioides Vigors. 

The mime Pncnoramphus Hume, 1874, by which this genus baa 
hitherto been known, is preoccupied by Picnoramphus Rosenberg 
(Batavier Natnr. Tijdschr. Nederl. Ind. xxix, 1866, p. I4;n atK [ 
cannot therefore be used. The bill of this genus differs from the 
preceding in having the cutting-edge of the upper mandible 
toothed near the base and in having the inner primaries and outer 
secondaries rounded at the tips ; the tail is square but is longer 
than in Coecothrau*tes , ® 


A. 

B. 


No while spot on wing 
A white spot on wing . 


/ l< 


Key to Species . 


P icterioides, p. 102. 
P. caniipes, p. 104. 
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Perissospiza icterioides. 


Key to Subspecies. 

A. Head black. 

a. Hind neck bright golden yellow, merely 

tinged deeper near the back ; thighs 
black .. 

b. Hind neck deep rufous-orange; thighs 

yellowish . 

B. Head ashy. 

c. Breast ashy grey ; abdomen buff ... 

d. Breast and abdomen olive-yellow .... 


P. i. icterioides , 3, P- 102. 

P. i. affinis, 3 > ?• 103. 

P. ?. icterioides, 2, p. 102. 
P. ?. ctffinis, 2,p. 103. 


(1039) Perissospiza icterioides icterioides. 

The Black-anb-Yellow Grosbeak. 

Coccothraus/es icterioides Vigors, l’.Z. S., 1830, p. 8 (Simla, 
Almora). 

Pypnorhamphus icteroides. Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 198. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Adult male. Whole head, throat, wings, tail- 
coverts, tail, scapulars and sides of the upper back, axillaries and 
thigh-coverts black; remainder of plumage bright golden yellow, 
tinged with orange on the nape. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish brown; bill waxy-yellow in 
winter, greenish-horny in summer; legs and feet pale flesb- 
colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 230 mm.; wing 3 126 to 
136 mm., 2 122 to 128 Wln •; tail 88 to 97 tarsus 28 to 

29 min.: culraen 23 to 25 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage ashv-grey, the head rather darker and 
the rump more fulvous; tail black, the central feathers ashy- 
bronze; winglet, greater coverts and primaries blackish; chin 
ashy-fulvous; throat and breast like the back but paler; abdomen, 
flanks and under tail-coverts buff. 

Young males are like the females but have a darker head and 
the lower back and rump yellow. There are no specimens in the 
British Museum series to show whether the nestling plumage 
differs from that of the female. 

Distribution. From Afghanistan, Mussoorie and Murree 
through South Kashmir, the Simla States and Kuman. 

Nidification. This Grosbeak breeds throughout its range be¬ 
tween 7,500 and 10,000 feet in the months of April and May. 
It apparently has two broods, as Rattray took eggs as early as 
April 4th, whilst Jones took fresh eggs as late as the end of 
June. The nests are compact but rather bulky cups made of flue 
twigs, dried moss, lichen and plant-stems, lined with line roots. 
They are built on Deodar-trees, generally on a branch close to the 
truTik, sometimes on a branch well away from it and, occasionally. 
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on creepers growing over the tree. It may be placed at any 
height between 18 and fiO ieet from the ground. The eggs are 
either two or three in number, the ground-colour a pale grey- 
green, rarely with a reddish tinge, marked sparsely with thick and 
fine hair-lines, a few blotches and spots of deep purple-black and 
a few similar underlying ones of pale neutral tint. .Most of the 
markings are confined to the larger end, in some forming a definite 
zone or ring, lhe texture is fine and smooth and the shape a 
long, regular oval. Forty eggs average 28-3 x 199 mm.: maxima 
32 0 x-'U-O and 29-3 x 207 mm.; minima 261 X 202 and 26-9 x 
19 0 mm. 


Habits, lhe Black-and-Yellow Grosbeak seems to be resident 
wherever found, though it may move vertically a couple of thousand 
feet with the seasons, having been seen at 4,u0o leet in Winter, 
it is a sociable bird, assembling in small Hocks and feeding on 
ine-shoots and -seeds and other seeds and berries. They feed 
imu i on t ic giound. It is said to be a rather restless, noisy bird, 

ro, ul« a ifiI 0 un d, ? P,ng flight ‘ Mugrath says that its call-note 
sweet sou" 6 re hfitree-trekup-trekup ” and that the male has a 

o* 


(1040) Perissospiza icterioides affinis*. 

The Allied Grosbeak. 

Pycnorhamphus affinis. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 199. 


Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Adult male. Differs from the preceding bird in 
ia\ mg the yellow of the rump much deeper and that of the nape 
and hind neck deeper still, almost an orange-rufous. The black 
parts are more glossy. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill greenish blue; tarsus 
fleshy {^Stevens). 

Measurements as in P. i. icterioides . 


Female. \\ hole head, chin and throat ashy-grey, the crown 
darkest; upper plumage, wing-coverts and exposed portions of 
secondaries olive-green, brighter and more yellow on the rump and 
behind the grey of the head; remainder of wings and tail black ; 
lower plumage olive-yellow. 

Distribution. Garhwal, Nepal and Sikkim through South Tibet 
into Western China. There is one specimen in the British 
Museum collected by Anderson in Nagtull, Kuman. I)r. Sushkin 


* Since this was in print Whistler has recorded that lie has again obtained 
this Finch in D barm sal a and that both P. i. ictomoides and P. i, affinis occupy, 
in part, the same breeding range. This would, ol course, necessitate the latter 
being raised to t he status of a full species. 
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tells me that he has obtained this bird from Turkestan ; the 
form there one would have expected to be P. i. icterioules . 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits Mr. A. E. Osinaston found this race common in 
Garhwal between 6,000 and 11,500 feet, frequenting forests, 
chiefly those composed partly of Conifer and partly of other trees, 
but also in Oak-forests. They feed on cone-seeds, berries and 
fruits but Mr. Osinaston also took two caterpillars ,rom the 
stomach of one bird. He syllabifies their calls as follows: the 
alarm-note a sharp “ kurr,” like two stones struck together, and a 
musical call of seven notes, ‘‘te-de4e-li-di-li-um.’ In Siklum 
Stevens never observed this bird below 9,000 feet. 

(1041) Perissospiza carnipes. 

Tiie White-winged Grosbeak. 

Coccothraustes carnipes Hodgs., As. Res., xix, p. 151 (18d6) 

(Nepal). 

Pycnorhamphus carneipes . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 200. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. —Adult male. Feathers of the lower back broadly 
edged with dull greenish yellow ; rump greenish yellow and tail- 
coverts tipped with same; greater coverts and inner secondaries 
with broad tips of greenish yellow on the outer webs; a broad 
baud of white across the outer web of all but the first primary, 
narrowlv edged with bright yellow; all primaries very narrowly 
edged with yellowish white ; abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts 
dull olive-orange; remainder of plumage black. 

When freshly moulted the males have narrow bluish-grey edges 
to the feathers of the upper parts, very little paler than the rest 
of the feather. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel; bill, upper mandible 
horny-brown, lower mandible almost white ; legs pale fleshy-brown 
to fleshy-pink. The bill apparently has no seasonal change of 
colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 ram.; w T ing 168 to 
123 mm.; tail 92 to 96 mm.; tarsus 27 to 28 mm,.; culmen about 
22 to 23 mm. Shensi birds are big: wing 122 to 125 nun., with 
tails measuring 100 to 102 mm. They are also slightly paler. 

Female. Similar to the male but the black parts of the plumage 
replaced by ashy-brown, often tinged with green on the lower 
back; the yellow portions are duller and paler, especially on the 
inner secondaries; the grey-brown of the breast merges into the 
olive-green of the abdomen ; the ear-coverts are streaked with 
white. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, the Himalayas from Gilgit to 
Sikkim, Tibet and the hills North of the Brahmaputra in Assam ; 
Turkestan and Altai. 
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Nidification. The White-winged Grosbeak replaces the Black- 
and-Yellow Grosbeak in the higher ranges as a breeding bird. 
Mr. 8. L. Whymper took several nests in Garhwal between 
13,000 and 1-1,000 feet. Tie describes the nests as “ very curiously 
made, there being a sort of outer fence of pricklv twigs, then 
twisted grass and then the inner lining composed entirely of 
strips of Juniper-bark.” The nests were placed in small Birch- 
trees and Juniper-hushes between 6 and 15 feet from the ground. 
They commence breeding in Juno and lay from the end of that 
month up to the middle of August. The eggs, tu r o or three 
in number, are like those of the Black-and-Yellow Grosbeak but 
are tinged with pink, in one or two cases markedly so, and they 
average rather smaller. Whitehead found it breeding in the 
Khagan Valley and on the Sated Koh between 8,000 and 12,000 
feet, and Meinertzhagen noticed it breeding at about the same 
heights at Ziarat, near Quetta. 


Habits. This Grosbeak is a bird of very high elevations. In the 
Snf ! tS ‘‘^ Stevens thinks it never descends below some 
9 000 teet and Walton found it at 12,000 feet in December in the 
Ohumbi Valley I„ the North-West, however, it comes into the 
lower valievs in Winter both at Quetta and on the Afghan frontier.' 
In \\ inter it collects m flocks and is said not to be shv. Mein- 
ertzliafjen describes it as a noisy, restless bird, with a rasping 
call-note and a clumsy dipping flight. 

It feeds largely on Juniper-berries. 


Genus MYCEROBAS. 

Mycerobas Cab. in Wiegra. Arch., xiii, p. 350 (1847). 

Type, Mycerobas meldhoxanthus Ilodgs. 

The genus Mycerobas contains a single species of Grosbeak 
distinguishable by the great size of the bill. The nostrils are 
partly covered by hairy .plumes; the upper mandible lias a tooth 
near the gape as in Perisso'spiza , but larger; the tail is short and 
forked, the wings as in Perissospiza ; the sexes differ in colour. 

(1042) Mycerobas melanoxanthus. 

The Spotted-winged Grosbeak, 

Coccothraustcs melanoxanthus Ilodgs,, As. Res., xix, p, 150 (183th 
(Nepal). 

Mycerobas melanoxanthus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 201. 

Vernacular names. Maltam-pho (Lepcha). 

Description.—Adult male. Whole upper plumage, chin, throat 
and tail dark blackish brown, each feather obsoletely margined 
with ashy; wings almost black, the inner greater coverts and mm r 
secondaries with a large yellowish-wliite oval spot on the outer 
webs; the fourth to eighth primary with a white spot at the 



base and a narrow white edge near the tips ; axillaries deep 
brown edged and tipped with yellow; lower plumage deep yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill slaty-plumbeous or 
bluish* plumbeous ; legs and feet leaden-grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 mm.; wing 126 to- 
135 mm.; tail 74 to 79 mm.: tarsus 23 to 24 mm. : culmen 
23 to 25 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage blackish brown, the feathers edged 
with bright yellow tinged with green ; the feathers of the back 
'with yellow bases; the forehead and a long supercilium to the 
nape more yellow than black; lores and a broad line from 
behind the eye down the neck black; a broad moustachial streak 
blackish ; intermediate parts yellow and black, the first pre¬ 
dominating ; wings like those of the male ; chin and throat 
yellow; sides of chin, throaV, neck, the flanks and whole breast 
bright yellow boldly streaked with black ; centre of abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts unstreaked yellow. 



Fig. 29.—Head of M. melanoxanthits. 


Nestling similar to the female: the yellow above is replaced 
with dingy yellowish white and the feathers are conspicuously 
edged with grey; below the plumage is almost white, rufesceut 
buff on the chin, throat and breast and more yellow on the under 
tail-coverts : the streaks are distributed as in the female. 

Young males retain a certain amount of black streaking on the 
lower plumage after their second moult. 

Normally adult males have the bases of the feathers on the back 
dark grey so that the back appears all black ; some, however, 
have these bases yellow showing up distinctlv, possibly a sign of 
youthfulness. 

13ird- from Manipur eastwards appear to be very black above 
and, when more material is available, may have to be separated. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Afghanistan and Hazara to 
Eastern Assam, Cachar, Maui pur. Northern Burma, Shan States 
and Western China in Szechuan. 

Nidification. In 1903 a nest and two eggs of tins Finch were 
obtained by Nagas for I)r. (Joltart from Pine forests above 
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Margherita, probably about 9,U00 feet elevation. The eggs are 
pale blue, almost unmarked, and are undoubtedly abnormal. 
A nest obtained by Capt. R. B. Skinner in the Murree Hills was" 
like this one, a cup of moss on a basis of fine twigs, lined with 
maiden-hair fern stems and fine roots. It was built about 18 feet 
up in a yew-tree on a steep hill-side. The eggs are described as 
like I hose of JP. i. icterioides. 


Habits appear to be much the same as those of the other 
Grosbeaks. Stevens found it as'low down as 4,400 feet in Winter 
hut believes it to breed at very high elevations and refers to the 
bird obtained by Elwes at Yeomatung. 1 ] ,000 feet. Capt. Skinner, 
however, took its nest much lower down than this near Murree' 
whilstthe nest taken in Assam was at a place almost certainly 
undct 4,000 leet. It probably breeds over a considerable range 


Subfamily FRINGlLLINiE. 

IhcP'Hiyt&na; comprise the Bullfinches, Rose-Finch e* Cross- 

“; it ““ «»■'»' 

the others a S u 1 ®i ln uum - v a »atomical respects from 
r ntituT already explained. They all however, 

upper mandil o . ‘ ° T*"? W rath « r »» of which the 

orbit '['he eluting l pi '° du l' ed . bebind tlle front line of the bony 

throughout their lengllf' ° ^ tW ° n,andibles are in contact 

venv ^ l !‘T lity °- tbtt rringillince have only one moult in the 
J„ ' Ut ,be . ueann g of the margins of the feathers causes 

\ specie8 a great difference between the Summer ami Winter 
plumages. 1 ouug birds resemble the female. 


Key to Genera . 

A. Itump white j wing-quills and wings with 

no white. 

B. Itump not white; inner webs of inner 

secondaries white 

C. Sexes dissimilar; males above crimson or 

pink, females brown or greenish. 
a. No white on tail. 

a'. Tips of mandibles crossed . 

b\ Tips of mandibles not crossed. 

(l ' m l short and thick, culrnen curved. 
a 3 . Tail short, tip of wing reaching 
beyond middle of tail. 

a*. Nostrils exposed . 

b 4 . Nostrils densely plumed. 

b\ Tail moderate, tip of wing not 
reaching beyond middle of tail. 
c \ Males with abdomen and breast 
of different colours. 
a 5 . Length of culmen greater 
than depth at base. 


Pyjriihula, p. 108. 

n [P. 

1 YlUtHOPLECTKS, 


Loxia, p. 115. 


\ 


11JEM ATOSPIZA, p. 1 16. 
LliYTjjKOSPI2A, p. 140. 


Byhruospiza, p. 120. 
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b 5 - Length and depth of culmen 

about equal. 

d A . Males with abdomen and breast 
of saiue colour. 

c\ A supereilium present . 

f - No auperciliuin present _ 

• 13ill long and Slender,culmen straight 
o. Lateral tail-leathers largely marked with 
white. 

c • Fill small but very swollen . 

d\ Bill moderate in size and stout . 

e . Bill long and stout; wings spotted 

with white. 

f , l>ill short and pointed; plumage 

streaked . 

U. Sexes much tlie same; face ’scarlet, wings 
marked with yellow . c 

E ' no , white 011 tail! plumage 

„ B|,i h ?, xes i ai '- ul ,V o r,, en or yellowish. 

• Bill small and swollen, culmen curved . . 

. Bill long mid sharp, culmen straight 

° ' L X* ‘ Ulme “ Ub ° Ut e 1 ual '' t( > depth 
. * 

' ’ brown principally 

*“ d 

/. Breast not rnfescent; bill slender and 
culmen curved throughout 
<J. Breast not rufescent; bill stout and curved 
1 ■ 1 ale margins of primaries not uniform 
in width, forming two patclies on the 
wings. 

c> - N»> vellow patch on throat and no 

white on tail . 

d". A yellow patch on throat and white 

spots on tail. 

.? • Pa 1 h margins to primaries uniform and 
not forming two patches. 

* • Tail square and not marked with 
white . 

f ’ J ai1 fork «<l and marked with white . 


/ • ' 

Propyrrhula, p. 118. 

Propasser, p. 122. 
Carpodacus, p. 134. 
Procardtxelis, p. 145. 

Rhodospiza, p. 143. 
Rhodopechys, p. 144. 

Callacantiiis / p. 152. 

Acanthis, p. 154. 

Carduelis, p. 149. 

Metaponia, p. 158. 

Hypacanthis, p. 160. 
Chrysomitris, p. 162. 

Fringilla, p. 163. 
Gymnoris, p. 16G. 


Passer, p. 168. 
Pktronja, p. 183. 


[p. 185. 

AIO NTTFR IN GILL A, 


Fuingillauda, p! 190. 


Genus PYBRHULA. 
Pyrrhula Brisson, Orn., iii, p. 308 ( 1760 ). 

tyP*’ ^IfTrhda europcm Vieill. 


within tlle ro Kpnwt 

the .hod .i iti n ~ 

w j neg -Mid toil. Ik- 1« bill, the white rump and deep b 
Theses differ couslderably £ “w. **** ” fwl 
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Key to Species. 


A. Middle pair of tail-feathers nearly as 

lone- as the outeran st . 

B. Middle pair of tail-leathers fully half an 

inch shorter than the outermost. 

a. Feathers round the base of the bill 

velvety-black. 

a’. Crown greenish yellow to vermilion 
b'. Crown ashy-grey ... .* . 

b. Feathers round the base of the bill 

brown... 


P. aurantiaca, p. 100. 

» 


P. erythrocephala , p. 110. 
P. erythaca , p. 111. 

P. nipalensis, p. 112. 




(1043) Pyrrhula aurantiaca. 

The Orange Bullfinch. 

Pyrrhula aurantiaca Gould, P. Z. S., 1857, p. 222 (Kashmir)* 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 204. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead, lores, chin, cheeks and 
round the eye velvety-black; rump, under tail-coverts and 
axillaries white, sometimes suffused with pink ; lesser and median 
wing-coverts orange with subterminal grey bars to each feather; 
greater coverts black with the terminal third orange-rufous; 
remainder of wings, upper tail-coverts and tail black ; remainder 
of body plumage deep pinkish orautre. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel; bill black; legs and 
feet, fleshy-pink. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 80 to 
83 mm.; tail 57 to 58 nun.; tarsus 18 mm.; culinen about 
6 to 10 mm. 

Female. Crown, nape, sides of the bead and upper back ashy- 
brown changing to yellowish brown on the lower back, scapulars 
and lesser wmg-cOverts ; threat and breast pale dull orange-rufous 
changing to dull yellow on the abdomen and posterior flanks; 
remaining plumage as in the male but the greater wing-coverts 
tipped with pale vellowish-brown instead of orange. 

Young males are said (Jordon) to have the underparth, etc., 
bright orange-yellow instead of deep orange-pink. The series in 
the British Museum shows every gradation from one colour to the 
other ami the variation may be individual rather than a question 
of age. > 

Distribution. Himalayas from Gilgit, Hazara and Chitml to 
Simla States and Garhwal. 

Nidiftcation. A collector working foi 1 Col. A. E, Ward and 
myself found this Bullfinch breeding on theltowal Nulla. Kolapur 
Kashmir, at about 12,000 feet. Two nest« were rather small, 
compact cups, made principally of grass mixed with twigs, dried 
moss and roots, lined with musk-deer hair, placed low down in 
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juniper bushes. Each nest contained three eggs, pure white 
lightly marked with bright reddish-brown specks and spots 
rather more numerous at the larger end, and measuring about 
20’9 x 15*0 mm. 

Rattray found it breeding at Moranjani, Murree Hills, at 
about 10,000 feet. 

Habits. Practically nothing recorded. None of the Indian 
Bullfinches are truly migratory, though they all move vertically 
to some extent with the season. They are never, however, found 
in the Plains of India as are some of the truly migratory Finches. 


(1044) Pyrrhula erythrocepliala.. 

The Red-headed Bullfinch. 

Pyrrhula erythrocepliala Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 174 (Himslayas— 
Simla-Almora District) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. i!05. 

Vernacular names. Kobyn (Lepcha). 

Description.—Adult male. A broad ring of black round the 
•base of the bill aud a narrow ring round the eye; next this a 



Fig. 30.—Head of P. erythrocephala. 




narrow pale grey ring shading into deep orange or rufous vermilion 
on the head and neck; back, scapulars, lesser, median and 
terminal half of greater coverts grey; base of greater coverts 
and rest oP wing, upper tail-coverts and tail glossy black ; on the 
•chin the pale ring shades into paler, duller red on the sides oP 
the head and neck, throat, breast and flanks; this shades again 
into ashy-white on the lower abdomen; under wing-coverts, 
axillaries and under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel; bill black; legs and 
feet pale flesh-colour or fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing70 to 79 mm.; 
tail 00 to 64 mm.; tarsus 18 to 19 ram.; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Female. Crown and neck yellow ish green ; under tail-coverts 
white, remainder of lower plumage drab or greyish brown, generally 
albescent on the centre of the abdomen and vent; wings, rump, 
tail mid face black as in the male. 

Young males are like the female but are suffused with yellow 
below, this yellow gradually deepening with age until the adult 
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red breast is attained together with the deep rufous-vermilion 
head. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Charaba and Southern Kashmir 
to Bhutan and the hills North of the Brahmaputra. Birds from 
Nepal eastwards appear to average darker than those from the 
Western Himalayas; the red of the head and breast is richer and 
deeper, whilst in the females the lower parts are browner and the 
green crown deeper and brighter. There is, however, so much 
individual variation and so much overlapping that I refrain from 
giving the Eastern form a name. 

Nidification. Whvmper found this Bullfinch breeding in some 
numb*rs in Human between 9,000 and 12,000 feet. The nests 
are made externally of tine twigs, inside which is a thick layer of 
white b' j ard-moss and then the true lining of coarse roots/ The 
•eggs number three or four and are a very pale blue, marked with 
blotches and specks of reddish-brown or purple-brown and with 
se-oudary marks of lavender-pink and pale grey. In a few eggs 
these are sparsely scattered everywhere but in most fortif a 
ring round about the larger end and are scarce elsewhere. 
They average about 20*8 X 14*7 mm.: maxima 22*4x15*0 and 
21*2 x 15*2 mm. ; minima 19 7 X 14*1 mm. 

They are late breeders, all Whyu.per’s eggs having been taken 
alter the middle or August. 

Habits. In Summer this Bullfinch frequents the higher ranees 
,-™„ 8,000 to 12,000 1‘ewt higher, b„t,,, Winter it comes J£ 
lower. Whistler obtained it as low down as 5,000 feet at 
I) harm sal a, whilst Stevens says it occurs as low as 3,000 feet 
( Dikchu-binghik) in the interior valleys of Sikkim and down to 
5,500 to 6,000 feet in the outer valleys. It associates In flocks 
of some size, feeding on berries and seeds and it appears to be 
especially fond of the seeds of the nettle. Like all our Indian 
Bullfinches it frequently descends to the ground to search for its 
food. They are tame, confiding birds and have very pleasant 
notes becoming a sweet song in the breeding-season. During 
the Summer they keep almost entirely to deep forest, preferably 
Pine, Cedar and Deodar. 


<SL 


(1045) Pyrrhula erythaca erythaca. 

Bea.van’s Bullfinch. 


\ 


Pi/rrhuia erythaca Blyth, Ibis, 1862,'p. 389 (Sikkim) : Blfcnf & 
' Oates, ii, p. 206. \ * 

Vernacular names. Kohyn (Lepctm), 

Description.—Adult male. A broad band of black round the 
base of the bill, a narrow ring round the eye; next this black a 
•clearly defined almost white line, sharply contrasting with the 
black but shading into the other colours; crown, sides of head 
neck, back, lesser and median wing-coverts and terminal halves 
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of greater coverts clear ashy-grey ; upper rump black ; lower 
rump white ; remainder of wings, upper tail-coverts and the 
tail "lossy black; throat pale ashy-grey ; breast, upper abdomen 
and flanks orange-red: lower abdomen and posterior flanks pale 
grey; axiHanes and under wing-coverts greyish white; under 
tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel ; bill black ; legs and feet 
pale fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm. ; wing 82 to 
84 mm.; tail 07 to 69 mm.; tarsus 18 to 19 mm.; culinen 9*5 to 
10 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male but with no red on the breast 
and generally browner and duller. 

Distribution. Sikkim, Bhutan and the hills North of the 
Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird. 

(1046) Pyrrhula erythaca altera. 

Bippon’s Bull pi ncji. 

Pyrrhula altera Rippon, Bull. B. 0. 0., xix ; p. 19 (1900) (West 
Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the preceding race in being darker 
above and in having the red breast of the male deeper and richer 
in tint. The female is also darker above and darker, more 
brown, below. 

Colours of soft parts. u Iris dark brown ; bill black; legs and 
feet light brown ” {Forrest). 

Measurements as in Beavan’s Bullfinch. 

Distribution. Yunnan. Bullfinches of this species seen by 
Mr. J. P. Cook and by Col. H. H. Marington in the Shan States 
will assuredly prove to have been tin's race. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(1047) Pyrrhula nipalensis nipalensis. 

The Brown Bullfinch. 

Pyrrhula nipalensis Hofltrs., As. Ties., xix, p. 155 (1836) (Nepal). 

Pyrrhula nepalensis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 200. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Adult male. Lores, feathers round the hill and 
a narrow ring round the eye dark brown ; crown and nape 
blackish brown, each feather margined with light ashv-brown; 
back. lesser and median wing-coverts and about three quarters of 
the terminal portions of the inner greater coverts ashy-bru^m 
tinged with chocolate; innermost secondary edged with crimson. 



on the outer web; remainder of wing, upper tail-coverts and 
tail black glossed with purple, and with bronze on the central 
tail-feathers ; rump white posteriorly, blackish next the back ; 
a patch of white under and behind the eye; below ashy vinous- 
brown, albescent on the middle .of the abdomen; under wing- 
coverts, axillaries and under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill greenish horn with a 
black tip; legs fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 85 to 
90 min.; tail 73 to 77 mm.; tarsus about 17 mm.; culmen 11 to 
12 ram. 

Female differs from the male in having the innermost 
secondary marked with yellow instead of crimson. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Grilgit to Eastern Assam ; it 
has also been obtained in Eokhien and Kuatun in China, and birds 
from these parts seem hardly separable though they are perhaps 
a trifle darker. They also seem to have the white patch under 
the eye obsolete or absent. Birds from Gilgit are pule, but there 
are only four specimens of these iu the British Museum 
Collection and more material is required before geographical 
races can be determined. 

Nidification. Mr. P. Morrison took three Bullfinches’ nests in 
the last week ot August on the Tonglo Mountains at about 
10,000 feet. The nests were small cups of grass mixed with 
fine twigs, roots and dried moss, lined with fine black roots and 
decorated outside with a few scraps of green moss. They were 
placed quite low down in bushes. They contained three, two and 
one eggs respectively, very much like those of the Bed-headed 
Bullfinch and measuring about 20*2x!5T mm. 

Habits. There is very little on record about this bird. It 
breeds at lofty elvations, probably not under 9,000 feet, possibly 
much higher than this. A. E. Jones met with small parties at 
Kumlar Dhor at 11,000 feet in September and thinks it must 
have been breeding there. Major Kingston shot a female near 
Dharmsala between 6,000 and 8,000 feet in February. Generally 
speaking and, as far as is known at present, in voice, food and 
liabit 9 it differs but little from the preceding species. 

(1018) Pyrrhula nipalensis victoria. 

Tiie Mount Victoria Bullfinch, 

Pyrrhula victoria Rippon, Bull. B. O. C., xvi, p. 47 (1906) (Mt. 

Victoria, Chin Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Brown Bullfinch but distinctly 
greyer above with less of the chocolate tinge. These specimens 
are singularly close to those obtained iu Sikkim, 
vol. hi. 
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Colours of soft parts as in the preceding form. 

Measurements. Wing 82 to 85 mm.; tail 68 to 70 mm. 

Distribution. At present known only from Mt. Victoria and 
adjoining hills. 

Nidification and Habits. Mottling recorded. Eippon obtained 
his specimens at about 7,000 feet on the 26th and 31st March. 

Genus PYRRHOPLECTES. 

Pyrrhoplectes Hodgs. in Gray's Zool. Misc., p. 85 (1844). 

Type, by monotvpy, P. epauletta Hodgs. 

The genus Pyrrhoplectes contains one species which resembles 
the Bullfinches in general structure and appearance but has a 
smaller, less swollen bill and also has the rump concolorous with 
the lower back. Both sexes have the inner webs of the inner 
secondaries pure white, a character which separates this Finch 
from all others found in India. 


(1049) Pyrrhoplectes epauletta. 

The Gold-headed Black Finch. 

Pyrrhula epauletta Hodgs., As. Res., xix, p. 156 (1836) (Nepal). 

Pyrrhoplectes epauletta. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 207. 

Vernacular names. Lho-sampreh-pho (Lepcha). 

Description.—Adult male. Anterior crown and nape glistening 
golden-orange ; inner web of inner secondaries white ; under 
wing-coverts white more or less tinged with buff; axillaries and 
a varying amount of the centre of the abdomen orange-red ; 
remaining plumage black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or black; bill horny-brown, 
blacker on the culmen; legs and feet brown or “ olive-brown ” 

( Forrest ). 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm. ; wing 75 to 
79 mm.; tail 58 to 60 mm.; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm.; culmen 
about 11 mm. 

Female. Lores, forehead and front of crown, cheeks and round 
the eye ashy-grey tinged with yellow, becomiug more yellow on 
the hind crown, nape, sides of head and neck; upper back 
ashy-brOwn, grading into chestnut-brown on the wing-coverts, 
scapulars, back, rump and upper tail-coverts ; primary-coverts, 
wing-quills and tail dark brown, the innermost secondaries 
chestnut-brown on the outer webs and edged with white inside; 
under wing-coverts white; axillaries orange-buff; remaining 
lower plumage paler chestnut-brown. 

The Nestling resembles the adult female. 

Young males gradually acquire the adult plumage, retaining a 


great deal of chestnut on the under parts and, to a less extent, on 
the upper for some months. 

Distribution. Himalayas from the ►'Sutlej to Sikkim; Yunnan. 

Nidilication. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Bullfinches, feeding on berries, 
seeds etc., which it searches for on trees, bushes and also on 
the ground. It keeps in Summer to elevations between 10,000 
and 15,000 feet. 

Genus L0XIA. 

Loxiiiy Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 171 (1758). 

Type, Loxia curvirostra Linn. 

The genus Loxia is represented in India by one geographical 
race of the typical species. It may be recognized at a glance by 
the peculiar structure of the bill, in which the tips of the 
mandibles cross one another. The plumage of the male is 
principally red, that of the female green. 

In Loxia the wing is verv long, reaching, when folded, 
almost to the tip of the tail; the nostrils are covered by 
dense plumelets. J 

Loxia curvirostra. 

Loxia curvirostra Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 171 (1758). 

Type-locality : Sweden. 

Loxia c, curvirostra is a bigger, much more brightly coloured 
bird than our Indian form. 

(1050) Loxia curvirostra himalayana. 

The Himalayan Crossbill. 

Loxia himcdayana Rlyth, J. A. S. B., xiii, p. 952 (1844) (Nepal); 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 208. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead to hind neck scarlet- 
crimson, with a certain amount of the black bases to the feathers 
always showing through ; back and scapulars brown, each feather 
edged with red; rump bright scarlet; wing-coverts brown tinged 
with red and margined with pale rufous; remaining wing-feathers 
blackish with very narrow rufous edges, often abraded; cheeks 
and sides of head brown mottled with crimson ; lower plumage 
red, vent and thigh-coverts more brown ; under wing-coverts and 
axillaries ashy-brown washed with red; under tail-coverts brown 
with broad white edges. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris bright hazel. Bill, upper mandible 
dark horny, lower tinged greenish, under portion dark horny; 
tarsus brownish horny ; claws darker ” (Stevens). 
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Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 85 to 92 
mm.; tail *50 to 54 mm.; tarsus about 17 mm.; culmen 14 to 
18 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage, wings and tail brown, each leather 
edged with greyish olive-yellow ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
olive-yellow, the brown bases almost entirely concealed ; whole 
lower plumage dull pale ashy-grey washed with yellow, especially 
on the breast. 

Young birds are brown above with broad greyish edges to each 
feather and suffused with yellow on the lower back and rump ; 
below they are dingy white, boldly streaked, except on the chin, 
with dark brown and washed with yellow. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Chini and Lahul to Sikkim and 
South-East Tibet. 



Fig. 31.—Hoad of L. c. himalayana. 


Nidification. I have in my collection a clutch of the eggs taken 
in Lahul, Kashmir, at an elevation of about 12,000 feet. They 
were taken by natives and the details given may not be very 
correct, but the nest was described as a shallow cup of pine-twigs 
and roots lined with wool and placed on a stunted pine-tree on 
the outskirts of Pine forest. The eggs are exactly like those of 
the English Crossbill and measure about 23-6 x 16 8 mm. they 
were taken on the 15fch May. 

Habits. The Himalayan Crossbill is a rare bird about which 
very little is known. In Summer it is found between 10,000 and 
15,000 feet, descending in Winter to about 5,000 feet. It is a 
hoc i able bird collecting, like most other Finches, in small flocks m 
the non-breeding season, feeding principally on the seeds of fii- 
eones. Stevens found it feeding among “ huge boulders on the 
Southern precipitous face ” of Sandakphu early in December, 
February and early March. Mr. O. Lindgren shot some at 
Tarzum at 5,40o feet. 

Genus H2EMAT0SPIZA. 

Hamatospiza Blyth, J. A. S. B«, xiii, p. 951 (1844). 

Type, Ho>.mato&piza sipahi Hodgs. 

The genus Hcematospiza is closely allied to Loxia , the male being 
red and the female greenish, but, it approaches the Kose-Fiuches 


I 


H2EMATOSP1ZA. 217 

in having a normal-shaped bill though very stout and strong The 
wing is long, reaching beyond the middle of the tail. The bases 
ot the feathers of the head and neck are white in both sexes 
generally showing through the prevailing colour of red or o-reeu ’ 
Gmelin’s name, indiea (Syst. Nat. i, p. 8-17, 1789), very & doubt¬ 
fully refers to this species and I therefore retain Hodgson’s name 
of sipahi. 


(1051) Hsematospiza sipahi. 

The Soak let Finch. 

Corythus sipahi 11 odgs., As. He xix, p. 151 (1836) (Nepal) 
Uamatospiza sipahi. ISlaiif. & Oates, ii, p. 209. 

(lflfut “ aCUlar nameS ' Phan, J in S-P ho ^ (Lepcha); Labbia-mapho 

Description.—Adult male. Lores, a fine line next the bill aud 
feathers round the eye purple-red; wing and tail-feathers dark 
brown edged with scarlet; thighs dark brown; under tail coverts 



32.—Head of H. sipahi. 

daik brown with broad scarlet tips; axillaries and under wing- 
coverts ashy with tiny scarlet tips ; remainder of plumage brilliant 

,P scar * et i fhe bases of the feathers of the head and neck white 
elsewhere ashy. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill yellow; legs and feet 
brown. ° 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm. ; win«»- 94 to 
6 mm.; tail 55 to 70 mm.; tarsus 19 to 20 mm.; culm on 13 
io 14 mm. The female seems to have a much shorter tail thau 
Ihe male—55 to 60 torn, as against 65 to 70 in the latter. 

Female. Bump and shorter upper tail-coverts bright yellow - 
remaining upper plumage, wing-coverts and inner‘’secondaries 
•lark brown with broad edges of olive yellow-green, brightest on 
the head: wnig-qmlls dark brown with narrow edges of oreen • 

of’ the7Y h i • atei ' a i , f r th ? r ,V Vi S gl>een fed « es exte «wHy ; sides 
ot the head, dim and throat like (he crown hut duller and paler • 

remaining lower plumage dark brown but this colour almost 
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entirely concealed b} r the broad ochre-grey margins; the grey 
more or less overlaid or smeared with yellow especially on the- 
breast. 

The young male is like the female but has the rump orange 
and the yellow-green replaced by dull orange-red on the upper 
plumage. 

Distribution. Nepal to the extreme E.ist of the Dafla and Miri 
Hills in North-East Assam, Khasia Hills and Cachar Hills in the- 
South of Assam.- 

Nidification. Three nests, each with a single egg, were brought 
to me in Shillong, twice with a parent bird. The nests are bulky 
cups made outwardly of stiff small twigs and very coarse roots, 
inwardly of coarse roots and fibrous material and with a lining ol 
fine roots. In one nest there is a little goat’s hair, in another a 
little wool. All three nests were placed well lip in pines on the 
outskirts of Pine-forests. In the Himalayas, North of the 
Brahmaputra, it probably never breeds as low as 6,000 feet, but 
in the Khasia Hills a certain number remain and breed at this 
elevation. The eggs have a pale blue ground-colour and are 
marked with spots, small blotches and lines of light brown and 
purplish brown; in one egg these are thinly scattered all over the 
surface, in a second they form a dense twisted zone at the larger 
end, and in the third they are paler and scattered fairly 
numerously everywhere. They measure 22T x 17*2, 23*12 x 17*0 
and 25-4 x 18*0 mm. 

Habits. In Summer this Finch seems to keep to Pine-forests 
above 6,000 feet, except in the Khasia Hills where it breeds in 
the pines as low as 5,000 feet; in North Cachar it is only a Winter 
straggler, not breeding. In the Northern Himalayas, on the 
other hand, Stevens repeatedly obtained specimens in Winter 
below 2,000 feet, whilst in the mountains South of the Brahma¬ 
putra 1 have never known it to occur below about 4,200 feet, i. e. 
the lower limits of Pine-forests. It is a sociable bird, nearly- 
always being found in small parties of five or six to a dozen. Its 
flight is swift and powerful, though rather dipping, and its notes 
are melodious and strong, though I have never heard 'it really 
utter any song. It is a very favourite cage-bird with the Khasiaa 
and thrives well in captivity. It feeds on seeds, pine-cone seeds, 
berries and a certain number of insects, especially small coleoptera. 

Genus PR0PYRRHULA. 

Propyrrhula Hodgs., J. A. S. B., xiii, p. 1952 (1844). 

Typo, P. subhimacJutla Hodgs. 

This genus again forms a connecting link between the preceding 
two and the true Rose-Finches. It has the same bill as Ucemato- 
sjnza and the female is more or less suffused with green, but the 
tail is longer and the plumage of the male is very close to that of 
Carpodacm and Propasser, 
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(1052) Propyrrhula subliimachala subliimacliala. 

The Red-headed Rose-Finch. 

Corythus subhmachalus Hodgs., As. Res., xix, p. 152 (1836) (Nepal). 
Propyrrhula subhimalayensis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 210. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 


Description.—Adult male. Forehead, supercilium, chin, cheeks 
and throat crimson; lores dusky brown; crown, neck, back, 
scapulars and wing-coverts brown with broad dull crimson-red 
margins to each feather; rump and upper tail-coverts brighter 
crimson-red; tail dark blackish"brown, each feather edged with 
red; wing-quills brown, edged with red; fore-neck and upper 
breast crimson, with pale central spots and dark bases making 
these parts appear mottled ; remainder of lower plumage brownish 
grey, generally paler in the centre of the abdomen and with 
whitish edges to the under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to crimson-brown ; bill fleshy- 
brown ; legs and feet pale brown or fleshy-brown. “ Iris stone- 
brown (Steveiis). 


Measurements Totnl length about 200 mm.; wing 92 to 

104 n,m. ; tail 74 to 79 mm.; tarsus 21 to 22 mm.; culmen 12 
to Id mm. 


Female. Forehead, supercilium and part of the upper breast 
go den-orange; the rest of the plumage is like that of the male, 
the red being replaced by olive-yellow. 

The young bird is like the female. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Bhutan and Miri Hills. In 
Winter it is found in the Khasia Hills, Cacbar and Manipur, and 
is possibly resident on some of the higher ranges, above 7,000 
feet, in these districts. 

A very closely allied race, P. s. intensior Rothschild, is found in 
Yunnan and will probably be found in the Shan States. It differs 
only from the typical form in being a somewhat brighter, deeper 
crimson in the male and in having less green above and more 
yellow below in the female. It is of the same size as the typical 
form. 


Nidification. Nothing authentic on record. 

Habits. Very little on record. Stevens obtained it at 10,000 
feet in January and April in Sikkim, and Jerdon records it as 
uot uncommon about Darjeeling, presumably in Winter and at 
about 8,000 feet. I found it a regular visitor to the higher 
hills of North Cacbar and the Khasia Hills in January "and 
February. It kept much to stunted oak, rhododendron and scrub- 
jungle, haunting the bushes at about 5 to 15 feet from the ground 
and never, as far as could be seen, visited either the higher trees 
or the ground. I never heard it utter any notes. 
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Genus PYRRHOSPIZA. 

Pyrrhospiza Ilodgs., .T. A. S. B., xiii, p. 953 (1841). 

Type, Pyrrhospiza punicea Hodgs. 

This genus approaches the true Rose-Finches yet a step nearer ; 
the females have no green in their plumage beyond a trace on 
the rump. The males, however, have the abdomen brown-streaked 
and different to the breast in colour. The bill is like that of 
Propyrrhula but rather longer and more slender. Ine wings aie, 
comparatively, a little shorter. 


Pyrrhospiza punicea. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Darker in all colours, especially above. P- V-ptinicea, P-120* 

B. Paler everywhere, ©specially above . Pp- " MWm > P* J “ 1, 

(lo53) Pyrrhospiza punicea punicea. 

The ItED-BJUGASTEI) Rose-Finch. 

Pyrrhospiza punicea Ilodgs., J. A. S. B , xiii, p. 953 (1844) (Nepal); 
Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 211 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 



Fig. 33.—Head of P. p. punicea. 


Description. — Adult male. Forehead and short, broad super- 
cilium glistening crimson; rump rosy-red; remaining upper 
plumage, wing-coverts and tail dark brown, each feather edged 
with light brown and the low er wing-coverts washed with crimson ; 
lores and a streak through the eve brown, streaked with darker 
brown ; cheeks, ear-coverts, chin, throat and upper breast, some¬ 
times extending on to the lower breast and abdomen, crimson, 
most, of the feathers with white centres and brown bases; abdo¬ 
men and posterior flanks brown,streaked with blackish; under 
tail-coverts brown, broadly edged with rosy-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny to dark brown; 
legs and feet brown, generally \. ith a fleshy tinge. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 to 210 mm.; wing 102 
to 117 mm.; tail 74 to 83 mm. ; tarsus 23 to 24 mm.; culmen 
about 14 to 15 mm. 




PYRBHTOSPIZA. 


Female. Whole head and upper plumage dark brown, each 
feather margined with pale yellowish brown, the edges to those on 
the rump being yellowish green ; lower plumage pale dull fulvous 
streaked with dark brown and a little more buff on the breast. 

Young birds are like the female but darker and without the 
green wash on the rump. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim; Chatnbi Valley, Tjbet; S.E. Tibet 
and hills North of the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification. Not known. 

Hahits. Very little recorded but probably similar to those of 
the much better-known race next described. 

(1054) Pyrrhospiza punicea hurnii. 

Tub Western Red-breasted Rose-Finch. 

Pyrrhospiza humii Sharpe, Cat. B. M., xii, p. 453 (1888) tN.W. 

Himalayas). 

Pyrrhospiza punicea. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 211 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Roth sex**s differ from the Eastern Bed-breasted 
Rose-Pinch in being much paler in colour everywhere. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris hazel; bill light horny-brown, lower 
mandible whitish; tarsus black ” ( Whitehead). 

Measurements the same as in the preceding race ; wiug 102 to 
115 mm. 

Distribution. FroniGilgit, throughout Kashmir to Simla States 
and Garhwal. 

Nidification. Whymper found this fine Finch breeding in 
Garhwal in the NilaVallev, but the nests all had young. Later, 
Ward’s collectors tobk two nests on the 7th June and 16th July 
at Chusal, Ladakh, each with two eggs. These are blue, or blue- 
green in ground-colour with a few spots of black about the larger 
end and measure about 25*0x17 2 mm. The nests were rather 
shallow cups of root's and coarse grass placed in scrubby thorn- 
bushes close to the ground. Stoliezka found it breeding in 
Rupshu, Ladakh, at about 11,000 feet and Whitehead found a 
nest being built on a ledge of rock at about 14,000 feet in the 
Khugan Valley. 

Hahits. This is a Finch of high elevations about which very 
little is known. In Summer it is found between 12,000 and 
17,000 feet and in Winter between 9,000 and 12,000 feet. 
Stoliezka said that in Spiti and Li dakh it was observed ‘‘searching 
after food in the old camping grounds, v presumably prospecting 
droppings for grain. Whitehead found it common betw een 12,000 
and 14.000 feet in a “wild precipitous valley ’* in the Khagau 
District, feeding largely on flowers and buds and the male singing 
short snatches of a soft, erratic, warbling song,- Its call-note he 
remarks sounds like “are you quite ready/* 
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Genus PROPASSER. 

Propasser Hoags., in Gray’s Zool. Misc., p. 84 (]844). 

Type, Projiasser rodoclirous Vigors. 

The genus Propasser includes the true Rose-Finches, tho 
males of which are characterized by their rose-coloured plumage 
and the females by their streaked brown plumage without any 
green or yellow. The bill of Propasser is smaller but stouter 
in shape than that of Pyrrltospiza ; the wing is rather blunt, the 
secondaries falling short of the primaries by less than the length 
of the tarsus ; a supercilium is present in both sexes. 


Key to Species . 


A. Supercilium crimson or rose-red. 

a. Crown of head broadly streaked with 

dark brown or blackish. 
a'. Forehead and supercilium rosy- 
pink with white shaft-lines .... 
b\ Forehead and supercilium rosy- 
pink and brown with no shaft¬ 
lines ... 

b. Crown of head uniform or with fine 
f dark shaft-lines only. 

c . Rump rosy-red contrasting with 
back. 

a Scapulars with norosy-red spots. 

a 2 . Wing over 90 mm. 

b 3 . Wing under 90 mm. 
a 1 . Feathers of back with con¬ 
spicuous dark centres.... 
b*. Back almost uniform dark 

crimson... 

b". Scapulars with rosy - pink 

streaks .*. 

c". Scapulars and inner secondaries 
with large spots of rosy -red . . 
d\ Rump only tinged with rosy-red 

not contrasting with back. 

B. Supercilium buff or ochraceous. 

c. Ground-colour of lower plumage not 

uniform ; abdomen whitish . 

d. Ground-colour of lower plumage uni¬ 

form. 

e’ . Lower plumage ashv - white, 

streaked with brown. 

d". Wing under 90 mm. 

c”. Wing over 90 mm . 

/. Lower plumage ochraceoua-buflP, 
f streaked with brown. 

/". Wing under 80 mm. 

r\ Upper plumage ashy-brown . . 
d 3 . Upper plumage oehraceous- 
brown. 

c 4 . Supercilium very faint. . . . 


P. thura , 3, p. 123. 

P. pulcherrimus, 3 , p. 126. 

P. rhodochlamys, 3 , p. 128. 

P. rodoclirous , J, p. 129. 

P. vtnaceus, 3 , p. 133. 

P. ripponi, <d, p. 132. 

P. rodopeplus, 3 } p. 130. 

P. edxvardsii , p. 131. 

P. thura, J , p. 124. 


P. pulchn'rimus, 2, p- 127. 
P. rhodochlamys , 2 1 P- 1 29. 


P. rhodochrous , 2 > p* 130. 
P. vinaceus , 2 > P* 333. 
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d A . Supercilium broad and con¬ 
spicuous . P. ripjwni, 5 , p. 133. 

(/'. Wing over 80 nnn. 

e 3 . Lores and ear-coverts black¬ 
ish . P. rodopeplus , 5 , p. 331. 

f\ Lores and ear-coverts brown 

mottled with buff . P. ediuardsii , 5, p. 132. 


Propasser thura. 

Key to -Subspecies. 


A. Lower plumage bright rosy-pink with 

no purple tiut. 

B. Lower plumage much duller, with 

strong purple tint. 

a. Paler above, with narrow dark lines. 

b . Darker above, with broader dark 

lines. 

c. Very dark above, with very broad 

dark centres to each feather. 

C. Breast very rufous, upper tail-coverts 

edged with golden-yellow. Above 

darker.*. 

I). Breast not very rufous, tail-coverts 
golden-yellow, above paler . 

E. Breast without any rufous, upper tail- 

coverts deeper yellow, above inter¬ 
mediate ..,. 

F. Breast without any rufous, upper tail- 

coverts deeper rufous or orange- 
yellow . 


P. thura thura, <3 , p. 123. 


P. t. blythi , (S , p. 124. 

P. t. dubiuSy <5, p. 125. 

P. t. femimnus , <5 > p. 120. 


P. t. thura , J, p. 124. 
P. t. blythi , p. 124. 

P. t. dubiuSy 5* P‘ 125, 


1 \ t. femimnus , J, p. 126. 


(1055) Propasser thura thura. 

The Nepal Wiiitk-bhowed Rose-Finch* 

Carpodacus thura Bon,& Sclih, Mou.Loxiens, p. 21 (1850) (Sikkim). 

Projmsser thura. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 213. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Lores, cheeks, aline next the base of 
the bill and face crimson ; forehead, broad supercilium, ear- 
coverts, chin and throat glistening pale pink with white shaft- 
streaks, the end of the supercilium white; a broad line behind 
the eye dark brown ; sides of neck brown; rump rosy-pink ; upper 
tail-coverts dark brown tipped with pink; remaining upper 
plumage rich reddish brown with bold central streaks; tail 
brown, edged paler; wing-coverts dark brown, the lesser edged 
with rosy, the median with pale buff terminal halves to the outer 
webs and the bases tinged rosy in fresh plumage; other feathers 
dark brown, edged pale brown; the innermost secondaries with 
the edges broader and paler ; in fresh plumage the edges to all 
the feathers have a rosy tinge; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
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whitish brown ; whole lower plumage rosy-pink ; the under tail- 
coverts with black centres and bases. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill pale horn-colour; 
tarsus fleshy-grev ( C. H. T. Whitehead). 

Measurements. Total length about 170 mm.; wing 80 to 
85 mm.; tail 09 to 73 mm.; tarsus 24 to 25 mm.; culmen about 
11 to 12 mm. 

Female. Supereilium and forehead buff 1 streaked with black ; 
rump brown edged with golden-yellow ; remaining upper parts 
and wings like those of the male without any rosy markings and 
the buff wing-markings darker ; lores darker brown ; cheeks and 
ear-coverts buff with black streaks ; chin dull white changing to 
rufous on throat, breast and flanks ; abdomen paler, almost white 
on the centre: the whole of the underparts from throat to under 
tail-coverts boldly streaked with black. 

Distribution. Garhwal, Simla Hills, Nepal, Sikkim and West 
Tibet. 

Nidification. Whymper found this fine Finch breeding in the 
Nila Valley, Garhwal, in August at about 15,000 feet. The nest 
he describes as exactly like that of Propasser pulcherrimus but 
larger, a shallow cup made of coarse grass and roots lined with 
hair and placed low down in a Juniper hush. The eggs, three or 
four in number, are a deeper blue than are any other Carp>odacus 
or Propasser eggs within my own knowledge and are sparsely 
spotted with black or purplish-brown. In shape they are rather 
broad ovals and they measure about 22-3 x 16*0 mm. 

Habits. This is a lfinch of the highest elevations. The Mt. 
Everest Expedition obtained it between 16,000 and 17,500 feet, 
Blanfordat 14,000 in the Gfrola range and Whvmper from 15,000 
up to the highest points in Garhwal. Winter records are but 
few and none below 8,800 feet. It appears to be gregarious 
in this latter season and to feed much on the ground on seeds 
and berries. Stevens says “there are few more delightful sights 
than to watch a party of these Hose-Finches flitting about the 
Rhododendron trees when the vegetation and ground is covered 
with a mantle of snow.” 

(10.36) Propasser thura blythi. 

The Kashmir White-browed Hose-Finch. 

Propasser blythi Biddulph, Ibis, 1882, p. 283 (Gilgit). 

Propasser thura. Blanf. St Oates, ii, p. 213 (part)* 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Differs from the preceding race in being 
ifiiH'l] paler abov^, a duller brown with finer streakings ; below 
the rosy colour is much duller with a distinct purplish tinge. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 
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Measurements. AVing 84 to 85 mm.; tail 73 to 75 mm.; 
tarsus 23 to 24 mm.; culmen about 11 to 12 mm. 

Female similar to that of the Nepal White-browed Rose- 
Finch but paler; below there is much less rufous. 

Distribution. Afghan and Baluchistan frontier, Gilgit and 
North Kashmir. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Those of the genus as far as is recorded. 


(1057) Propasser thura dubius, 

Tnn Kansu Wiiite-brcayed Rose-Finch. 

Carpodacus dubius Przewalsky, Mon. Strang. Tancrut ii r> 
(1876) (Alascban). b ’’ * p * 

Propasser thura . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 218 (part). 
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Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Above similar to the Nepal bird but a little 
paler; below a much duller pink with a purple tinge as in the 
Kashmir race. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 83 to 85 mm. 

Female. Much paler than the Kashmir bird and with no rufous 
on he throat and breast the underparts being white merely ting«l 
with fulvous very broadly streaked with blackish. . g 

Distribution E Tibet and N.W. China. A not uncommon 
V inter visitor to Eastern Assam. 

Nidiiication. A number of nests and eggs of this bird were 
obtained tor me by Mr. 1). Macdonald and his sou, some at Phari, 
lo,000 ieet, some North-East of Gyantse between 14,000 and 
16,000 feet. The birds sent with them appear all to be of this 
race. The nests were shallow, wide cups of coarse grass-stems, 
roots, and fibrous material, strips of, apparently, bark, lined with 
hair, iur or wool. They were placed low down in thorny bushes. 
Juniper or Rose bushes, in some instances actually on the ground 
The eggs are not distinguishable from those of P. thura thura. 

Habits. “AVe obtained these birds in Alan-shan and Kansu 
m the wooded mountainous districts, usually on plains and in 
thickets on the shores of rivers, occasionally, also, in the juniper 
bushes, as high as the alpine regions. The song is very weak but 
the call-note, which it utters on the approach of danger or other¬ 
wise, consists of an unpleasant note something like * briii hi-iti 
brijj.'” (Rowley’s Misc. p. 302.) ' J] ’ 3]r - 
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(1058) Propasser thura femininus. 

The Ytjnnan White-browed Rose-Finch. 

Carpoclacus femininus Rippon, Bull. B. O.O. xix, p. 31 (1906) 
(W. Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. The darkest of all the forms above and 
with the lower surface a dull, almost purple-pink. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill grey-brown, the lower 
mandible lightest ; feet dark brown or olive-brown (Forrest). 

Measurements the same as in the other races. 

Female. The darkest of all the races and distinguishable at 
once by the deep rufous-gold of the upper tail-coverts. 

Distribution. Yunnan. A female obtained by Harington in 
the Shan States with “ deep red upper tail-coverts ” must have 
been of this subspecies. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Obtained by Forrest on the Lichiang rauge between 
11,000 and 14,()00 feet in Pine-forests. 

Propasser pulcherrimus. 

Key to Subspecies. 


A. Lores brown ; cheeks and ear-coverts pink [p. 126. 

much marked with brown. P.p. pulcherrimus , , 

B. Lores, cheeks and ear-coverts glistening [p.^127. 

pink with no brown markings. P.p. davidianus , , 

C. Upper plumage darker; edges of inner ^ [p. 127. 

secondaries more rufous-brown.. P. p. pulcherrimus, 9> 

D. Upper plumage paler; edges of inner [p.J28. 

secondaries pale creamy-white. P*P* davidianus , 9 , 


(1059) Propasser pulcherrimus pulcherrimus. 

The Beautiful Rose-Finch. 

Propasser pulcherrimus Blyth, Cat. Birds Mus. E. I* Co., ii, p.4G0 
(1858) (Nepal); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 215. 

Vernacular names. Oolabi Tuti (Hind.). 

Description.—Male. Some feathers of the forehead, a long 
supercilimn, cheeks, ear-coverts and chin bright rosy-red, but with 
the black-brown bases of the feathers showing through every¬ 
where; upper plumage ashy-brown with broad central streaks 
of blackish brown, the head dark and tinged with rosy; lower 
rump pale rosy ; shorter upper tail-coverts rosy-red with black 
shafts, longer coverts with brown tips; wing-coverts dark brown 
edged with ashy-rufous ; primaries and outer secondaries narrowly 
-edged with ashy-rufous ; inner secondaries broadly edged with 
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the same and paler at the tips; flanks brown with broad black 
streaks; remaining lower plumage rose-red ; the under tail-coverts 
with dark centres. 

Many birds, possibly young, have the feathers of the breast 
and abdomen with black shafts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill horny-brown the 
lower mandible paler; legs rosy flesh-colour or rosy-horny. ’ 
Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.- win"' 76 to 
80 mm.; tail 62 to 61 mm.; tarsus about 20 ’ mm. culmen 
10 to 11 mm. 

Female. An indistinct but rather broad supercilium nale 
fulvous ; remaining upper plumage fulvous-brown broadly streaked 
with dark blackish brown; whole lower plumage fulvous-white 
streaked with dark brown. " Ue ’ 

Distribution. Himalayas, Human to Sikkim and West Tibet 

^ possible to distin ^ 

^f l uo^^rV 0fi00 

grass, roots, the fibrous bark of the rlF^’ 1<lt \ ei ^ ee P nest °f 
f ew ‘"g», well lined *itl, Lii fm- ‘“tI ° cc “ s '““ 11 )'- * 

;;,.x 1 mew nUttrste 

»S r £k e8e O( 1 t“J thSm'e’oZ k ‘‘r !°* i»'g» ™d 

13 6 mm. 212 150 ! 1, 6 x 14 0 mi 1S-7 x 

J2ST “ J8 “ ^ *>“> •>«« incubation 

i •>onn i f S ' f tU S FT er tIus * mch kee P 8 generally to heights from 
7 “rS°/ ee f l V° h ® suow -' ,ne > “ Winter descending to at lea«t 
/ ’000. feet. It is saiu to be a rather tame and confiding £ 

associating in flocks of considerable size and frequenting both 
forests and steep lull-sides covered with scrub-Lgle Hi' 
credited with ratl.er a sweet little song in the breeding-season. 

(1060) Propasser pulcherrimus davidianus. 

Tub Chinese Beautiful Rose-Pinch. 


Carpodacus davidianus Milne-Edw., N. Arch dn AT,,. • 

(1864) (North-East China). ’ du Mus ‘> ’> 

Propasser pulcherrimus. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 215 (part) 


p. 19 


Vernacular names. Do-di (Tibetan); Pcgam-bejee (Gyantse). 
Bescn pti on. T Ma le . Differs from P. p. pulcherrimus in having 
tne lores » cheeks, forehead and ear-coverts glistening rosy-red 
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with no black marks showing ; the crown is far more suffused 
with rosy ; the rump-band seems wider and the upper plumage is 
more ashy, less rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. “Iris rosy-brown; bill horny-brown, 
the lower mandible greyish ; the feet rosy-grey ” ( David ). 

measurements. About the same as in the preceding bird. 
Wing 72 to 84 mm. 

Female. Season for season is paler; more grey, less rufous 
above and more grey, less fulvous below than the female of P. p. 
pulcherrimus . 

Distribution. Eastern Tibet, Bhutan, Hills North of Brahma¬ 
putra, Yunnan and China from Szechuan to Tsinling and Shensi. 
I cannot separate Sharpe’s Propasser p. waltoni from P. p . david- 
ianus , which latter form was practically unrepresented in the 
British Museum when Sharpe named waltoni . 

Nidification. This Finch breeds in great numbers all over the 
Southern and Eastern plateaus of Thibet between 12,000 and 
17,000 feet. Nests and eggs are indistinguishable from those of 
the preceding bird. Seventy eggs average 19*9x14*2 mm.; 
maxima 22*0 x 14*3 and 2T0 x 15*0 mm.; minima 17’9 x 13*1 mm. 
Habits. Those of the preceding bird. 


Propasser rhodochlamys. 

Pyrrhula rhodochlamys Brandt, Bull. Sci. Acad. Imp. St. Petersb. 
p. 27 (1843). 

Type-locality: Altai. 

Differs from P. rhodochlamys grandis in having the feathers 
across the whole of the forehead glistening rosy-pink, whereas the 
Indian bird lias the centre of the forehead concolorous with the 
crown. It is also rather smaller ; wing 86 to 91 mm. 

( 1061 ) Propasser rhodochlamys grandis.. 

The Red-mantled Rose-Finch. 

Carpodaous grandis Blyth, J. A.S. B. ; xviii, p. 810 (1849) (Tyne 
Range above Simla). 

Propasser grandis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 210. 

Vernacular uames. None recorded. 

Description.— Adult male. A broad supercilium from the base 
of the bill to the nape pale shining rosy, the feathers pointed and 
rather stiff; lores and a line behind the eye rosy-brown; upper 
plumage, wing-coverts and edges of quills rosy-brown, the head, 
neck and back streaked with dark brown; rump purer rosy, 
without streaks; tail dark brown with rosy edges; sides of the 
head, neck, chin and throat like the supercilium ; remainder of 
lower plumage rosy-red, the younger birds, as usual, showing signs 
of black shafting; under wing-coverts and axillaries rosy-white. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris light brown or rosy-brown ; bill pale 
horny-brown, a little darker on the culmen and still paler on the 
lower mandible ; legs and feet horny-pink to deep flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm.; wing 92 to 
95 mm.; tail 71 to 80 mm.; tarsus about 24 mm.; culmen about 
14 to 15 mm. 


Female. Whole upper plumage pale ashy-grey, broadly streaked 
with dark brown; tail brown, the feathers with narrow pale 
margins; below pale ashy-white, sometimes tinged with buff* on 
the breast, and broadly streaked with brown throughout; most 
specimens show indications of a pale grey supercilium ; in a few 
it is well defined, but in a few others absent altogether. 

Distribution. The whole of the Himalayas from Afghanistan, 
Baluchistan and Gilgit to Kurnan and Garhwal. There is also 
a single specimen collected by Mandelli from Sikkim. 

Birds from Ferghana and Samarkand are somewhat inter¬ 
mediate between P. r. rhodochlamys and P. r. grandis. but perhaps 
nearer the latter. This is the form which has been separated as 
/. r. kotschuben (Sarudny, Mess. Orn., 1913, p. 165: Ferghana). 

Nidification. Nothing recorded, but it certainly breeds at 

1,1 ^°. r / , ! ern kashmir, probably between 13,000 
and 16,000 feet and Memertzhagen also records it as breeding- 
near Quetta. & 

Habits. This is a Pinch of high Summer elevation, but comes 
down to 6, 000 feet m Winter and to 7,000 feet not uncommonly, 
though it is said to ne rather erratic in its movements. Ziara't, 

"“7“^“'. w,le 1 re Memertzhagen believes it to breed, is about 
8,000 feet altitude. 


(1062) Propasser rodochrous. 

The Pink-browed Rose-Finch. 

Frinyilla rodochraa Vigors, P. Z. S.. 1830, i, p. 23 (Himalayas, 
Simla-Alraora Districts). 

Propasser rhodochrous. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 217. 

Vernacular names. Gulabi Tuti (Hind, in Nep.); Gxdabi chiruia 
(Nep. Plains). 

Description.—Adult male. Lores, a broad band behind the 
eye, and the crown brownish crimson; forehead and supercilium 
pale rosy-red; rump rosy-red; upper tail-coverts darker rosy; 
remaining upper plumage pale brown, suffused with dark rose and 
marked with bold broad streaks of blackish brown ; tail brown 
with rosy-brown edges; wing-feathers dark brown edged with rosv- 
brown, the innermost secondaries with paler, broader external 
margins ; whole lower plumage rose-red, the sides of the head paler 
and more glistening; under wing-coverts and axillaries pale 
rosy-ashy. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown ; bill dark brown, the 
lower mandible paler; legs and feet dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 71 to 75 mm.; 
tail 58 to 62 mm.; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm.; culinen about 
10 to 11 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage ashy rufous-brown with broad 
dark brown streaks, obsolete on the rump and upper tail-coverts, 
which are more ochraceous: wing-feathers and tail dark brown 
edged with pale rufous-brown ; below ochraceous buff, paler on 
chin and throat, streaked throughout, except on the centre of the 
abdomen, with dark brown. 

Young males are like the females. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Kashmir and Dharmsala to 
Nepal. 

Nidification. Breeds throughout Garhwal, Kuman, Kashmir and 
Ladakh at suitable elevations over 10,000 feet and up to 17,000 feet. 
Whymper took many nests in Garhwal, where it was very common, 
and describes them as not distinguishable from those of P. p. pul- 
cherrimus , being placed in similar sites. Fortunately both species 
are very close sitters and afford easy observation before they 
leave their nests, so they are not difficult to identify. The 
breeding-season is from the middle of July to the end of August. 

The eggs, of which four or five are laid, cannot be distinguished 
from those of the Beautiful Hose-Finch, but are rather broader 
in proportion, rather smaller and, on an average, better marked, 
they also more often have little scrigglv lines of black in addition 
to spots and specks. One hundred eggs average 18*8 x 14*2 mm.: 
maxima 21*2 X 14*8 and 20*6 X 15*0 ram. ; minima 17*3 X 14*3 and 
17*9x13*3 mm. 

Habits. Very similar to those of the Beautiful Rose-Finch. 
Whistler found it haunting clumps of Kharshu Oak on the Duala 
Dar and records it as low as 4,000 feet iu Winter, when they 
collect in flocks. 


(1063) Propasser rodopeplus. 

The Spotted-winged Rose-Finch. 

Fringilla rodopepla Vigors, 1\ Z.S., 1830-1, p. 23 (Simla-Almora 
Districts). 

Propasser rhodopeplus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 217. 

Vernacular names. Oulabi Tuti (Hind, in Nep.). 

Description.—Adult male. Cheeks and a broad supercilium 
shining rosy-pink; lores, ear-coverts and upper plumage deep 
crimson-brown, the feathers centred still darker and those of the 
lower back and the scapulars streaked with rosy-pink ; rump- 
feathers tipped rosy; wing-feathers brown edged with crimson- 
brown; median coverts tipped with rosy-pink; greater coverts 
and inner 4 secondaries with a rosy spot at the tip on the outer 
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web; whole lower plumage dark rosy-red, showing a few black 
shaft-lines ; the feathers of the chin and throat pointed and tipped 
with glistening pink. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny-brown, paler on 
the lower mandible ; legs and feet pale brown or fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 mm.; wing 82 to 
90 mm.; tail 67 to 74 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culmen about 
13 to 14 mm. 


Female. Whole upper plumage ashy ochre-brown, each feather 
centred with dark brown; wing-coverts and iuner secondaries 
like the back, the primary-coverts darker brown with no pale 
edges or spots ; the inner secondaries broadly marked on the 
outer web with ochre; a broad supercilium ochre-buff; lores and 
ear-coverts dark blackish brown; whole lower plumage rich buff 
streaked throughout with black. 

r n* S ^ik l !^i° n ‘ ^ * ie Himalayas from Mussoorie through the Simla 
Hills, Garhwal and Nepal to Sikkim. 


Nidification. Whymper found this fine Rose-Finch breeding 

in xarlnval, and his collectors took three nests containing four, 

four and five eggs respectively. They .are of the usual Rose- 

1 inch character but of a deeper blue ground-colour than ahy 

91 .n 1 ' ifi n WD eggS °!> « 16 Iur S er species. They measure from 

inn^n 16 °i ^“onn 0 !' 23 / 1 ^ 17 ' 1 mm * The y were taken between 
10,000 and 11,000 feet. 


, r S s - A Rose-Finch of elevations between 10,000 and 
16,000 teet and apparently not descending much lower in Winter. 


Propasser edwardsii. 

Carpodacus edicardsii Verr., Nouv. Arch. Mus., vi. Bull., p. 30 
(1870). > > > r 

Type-locality: Chinese Tibet. 

f^The Indian bird differs from that found in Kansu and Eastern 
Tibet in being darker hud more richly coloured. 



(1064) Propasser edwardsii saturatus. 

The Nepal Large Kose-Finch. 

\ 

Carpodacus edwardsii saturatus Hartert, Vug. Pal., p. 2058 (1921) 
(Nepal). 

Propasser edwardsi . Blftnf. & Oates, ii, p. 218. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. —Adult male. A broad supercilium glistening pink ; 
forehead mixed pink and crimson-brown; lores, sides of head' 
crown and nape deep crimson-brown with black shaft-lines ; hack 
and wings blackish brown edged with rufous-brown washed with 
crimson; the coverts and inner secondaries tipped with pale rosy- 
brown; rump and upper tail coverts rufous-brown unstreaked 
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with black, faintly washed with crimson ; lower cheeks, chin and 
throat pink with black shafts; breast and flanks rosy-brown, the 
abdomen and vent bright rosy-pink; the under tail-coverts duller 
and the whole under surface with fine black shaft-lines. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill homy-brown, the culmen 
darker and lower mandible paler. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; wing 77 to 83 mm.; 
tail 64 to 66 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culmen about 12 
to 13 mm. 

Female. Very like the female of P. rodopeplus , but has the 
supercilium darker and less well-defined ; the lores and ear-coverts 
are a lighter brown and the streaks on the breast and abdomen are 
much finer. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Nepal to Eastern Assam and 
Tibet. Walton and Stevens also obtained it in Sikkim. 

Nidification. Nests and eggs of this species have been taken 
for me in July and August in Tibet, at. 12,000 to 14,000 feet above 
Gyantse and at 15,000 feet near Phari. The nests are like large 
nests of Propasser p. davidianus, wide cups of dry grass apd roots 
lined with Antelope’s aud Musk-deer hair. The three found were 
all taken low down in bushes, probably wild-rose bushes. The 
eggs are typical Rose-Finches’, but paler than those of the preceding 
bird and more feebly speckled and spotted with black or deep 
purple. They measure about 23*0x16*8 mm.; but a large series 
would probably decrease these measurements. 

Habits. Those of tho genus, though there is practically nothing 
on record. In Tibet it is evidently a very rare bird and in most 
years my collectors have failed to meet with it. Apparently in 
Summer it keeps between 13,000 and 17,000 feet. Stevens found 
it as low as 8,000 feet in March, but in April hei obtained it 
in dense bamboo jungle at 10,000 feet when the snow was still 
heavy at this elevation. They were feeding on the ground but 
took refuge in trees and bamboos when disturbed. 

(1065) Propasser ripponi. 

Sharpe’s Rose-Finch. 

Carpodacus ripponi Slinxpe, Bull. B. O. C., xiii, p. 10 (1902) (W. 

Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Abroad supercilium glistening pink, 
the feathers tipped, almost white ; head, back and upper tail- 
coverts very deep rich crimson-brown ; the feathers of the back 
and scapulars with blackish centres and rosy-pink streaks ; rump 
rosy-pink ; tail brown edged with dull erimson-brov n; wing- 
coverts dark brown, all but the primary-coverts edged with dull 
crimson-brown; innermost secondaries edged with rosy-pink; 
lores and a broad line below and behind the eye crimson-brown; 
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ear-coverts, cheeks, chin and throat glistening pink, the crimson 
bases often showing through ; the whole lower parts crimson-pink, 
tinged wit h purple; axillaries and under wing-coverts white, tinged 
with pink. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny or greyish brown, 
lower inaudible paler; legs and feet brown (Fondest). 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 72 to 
75 mm.; tail 68 to 71 mm.; tarsus about 21 mm.; culmen 
n-bout 10 mm. 

Female. Upper parts fulvous-brown, each feather dark-centred; 
wing-feathers black with ru£ous-brown edges, the innermost 
secondaries with paler, more conspicuous buff outer webs; a broad 
pale buff supereilium ; lores and a broad line through the eye dark 
brown; cheeks, ear-coverts and lower plumage warm ochre-buff, 
boldly streaked with black, the broad streaks decreasing to narrow 
shaft-lines on the abdomeu. 

Distribution. Shan States and Yunnan. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. Forrest obtained 
it both in Pine-forests and open scrub between 8,000 and 14,000 
feet m Yunnan. 


(1066) Propasser vinaceus vinaceus. 

The Yixaceoits Rose-Finch. 

Cmyodacus vinaceus Verr., Nouv. Arch. Mua., vi, Bull. p. 39 (1870) 
(Chinese Tibet). ' 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. —Male. A supereilium glistening pale pink; whole 
upper surface deep crimson, rather brighter on the head; lores 
and feathers round the eye duskv-crimson; wing-feathers black 
edged with crimson, the inner secondaries with conspicuous pale 
pink tips to the outer webs; tail blackish brown edged with 
crimson; whole lower plumage crimson, brighter than the back, 
with fine black shaft-liues, obsolete in old birds; axillaries and 
under wing-coverts brownish crimson. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris golden brown; bill brown, paler at 
the base and on the lower mandible; legs and feet br&wn 
(Goodfellow). Iris dark brown (Forrest). 

Measurements. Total length about' 150 mm.; wing 69 to 
7L mm.; tail about 58 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmen 
about 10 to 11 mm. 

Female. Above ochraceous brown with darker centres, not 
very conspicuous; wings and tail blackish brown edged with 
ochraceous brown, the innermost secondaries with broad buff 
margins to the outer webs; lower plumage rather brighter and 
lighter than the back, the throat and upper breast with fairly 
broad black median streaks, the lower breast and abdomen only 
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finely streaked. A few females show slight indications of a buff 
superciliuni. 

Distribution. Szechuan, Kansu, Yunnan in W. China, and 
Shan States. ITaringfron obtained it in the Bhamo District. C. v. 
formosanus is a bigger bird, measuring in the wing 74 to 79 mm. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. In Yunnan Forrest found this Hose-Finch frequenting 
botn pine-forests and thickets at an elevation between 8,000 and 
9,000 feet during August and September and at 11,000 feet in 
July. 


Genus CARPODACUS. 

Carpodacus Knup, Natiirl. Syst., p. 161 (1829). 


Type, Carpodacus erythrinus Pall. 

The genu| Carpodacus is now often incorporated with Propasser 
but the differences in the two genera are constant aud, as each 
genus contains a considerable number of species, it seems convenient 
ancUherefore wise to maintain them both. 

Carpodacus differs from Propasser in having a longer and more 
pointed wing, the secondaries falling short of the tip of the wing 
by a distance greater than the length of the tarsus, and in having 

Tin fllinArnihiim ’ 


Key to Species. 

A. Wing under 00 nun. 

B. Wing over 100 mm. 

a. Generally speaking much darker; ear- 

coverts and sides of the head crimson 

b. Much paler in general tint; ear-coverts and 

sides of head bright pink . 


C. erythrinus, p. 134, 

C. rubicilla, p. 138. 
C. scvertzovi , p. 139. 


Carpodacus erythrinus. 

Ijoxw erythrina Pall., Nov. Couim. Petrop., xix, p. 587 (1770). 
Type-locality: South Russia. 


f ' s a species which lias an enormous breeding area over 
Eastern Europe and practically the whole of Asia North of the 
Jiiinalayas and the North-Central Chinese mountains. In Winter 
ie breeding finished, all these birds migrate South and much 
overlapping occurs of the various races which are quite distin- 
guisbable when on their own breeding-grounds. 

in <anii ypiCa i l?0 '' m G - e - erythrinus breeds in Central Europe and 
nu as far East as I lie Lena. East of this vve have a form 

wbiclf'lfI B , dL U - S - Naf - Mus.; 1885, p. 265); 

abdomen In 6 ? arker and 18 suffused with rose-red on the 
and Fast ('hi, extent - Th,s evidently migrates into North 

,' a . in Winter and possibly breeds as far South as the 

Cent™! A ° f Peki, ‘- In Asiu Minor and the Mountains of 

Central Asia there breeds a third form, C. e. kubanensis, still 
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darker above, both in the reds and the browns and below in the 
extension of the red. Many specimens found in India in Winter, 
especially in the North-West, are of this form and the birds 
breeding in Gilgit.and on the Afghan Frontier seem also referable 
to this race. Finally we have a fourth form, C, e. roseatus, a very 
deep richly coloured bird which breeds throughout the Himalayas 
from Kashmir and Kuman East to the Northern and high Central 
mountain-ranges of China, wandering South in Winter. Of these 
four forms three certainly occur in W inter in India, but the fourth, 
grebnitskii , is not likely to be found even so far West as Burma. 

Key to Subspe&ies. 

A. Palest, both above and below ; in males the 

rose-colour of the underparts confined to 

chin, throat and breast . 

B. Intermediate in colour ; whole of the abdo¬ 

men more or less suffused with ro3y in the 

males . . . 

C. Darkest both above and below, the red very 

rich and deep .. 

(1007) Carpodacus erythrinus erythrinus. 

The Common Hose Finch. 

Lo.iia erythrina Pall., Nov. Comm. Petrop., xiv, p. 587 (1770) 
(South Russia). 

Carpodacus erythrinus. Blanf. k Oates, ii, p. 219. 

Vernacular names. Tuti or Lai Tuti (Hind.). 

Description. — Adult male. Forehead, crown and nape crimson ; 
back and scapulars light crimson-brown, the feathers edged with 
light olive-brown; wing-coverts light brown edged with rufous- 
pink; quills brown edged with olive-brown ; lower back and rump 
rosy-red; tail brown edged with rufous-pink; lores and a line 
through the eye rufous-brown; ear-coverts mixed brown and 
crimson; chin, cheeks, throat and upper breast bright crimson, 
paler on the lower breast and flanks and albescent on the abdomen, 
vent and under tail-coverts; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
ashy, tinged and edged with pink. 

When freshly moulted and before the brown edges to the 
feathers have begun to wear away the whole tone is less bright, 
more brown and less crimson. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown or hazel-brown; bill 
horny-brown, darkest on the culrnen, palest at the base; legs and 
feet dusky-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; wing 83 to 
86 mm.; tail 55 to 60 mm.; tarsus about 17 mm.; culmeu 
9 to 10 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage olive-brown, obsoleiely streaked 
with darker brown, often hardly showing except on the head; the 


C. e. erythrinus, p. 135. 

C. e. kubanensis , p. 136. 
C. c. roseatus, p. 137 
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median and greater coverts and inner secondaries broadly tipped 
with very pale ochraceous ; underparts dul) olive-white, the sides 
of the chin and throat and the breast streaked with brown ; under 
wing-coverts and axillaries pale ochraceous grey. 

Young males are like the females and often breed in this 
plumage. 

Distribution. Breeding in Eastern Europe and Siberia as far 
East as the Lena. In Winter South to the whole of Europe, and 
in Asia South to Iudia. There is one very typical specimen of this 
race in the British Museum from Agrore and other specimens from 
the North-West which also seem nearest to this race. 

Nidification. This bird does not breed anywhere within our 
area. In Eastern Europe and Western Asia it breeds during 
May and June, making a loose, cup-shaped nest of grass and roots, 
lined with hair'and placed low down in bushes either in scrub- 
jungle or in the open. The eggs, four to six in number, are of the 
usual blue of this genus, rather paler than most, spotted and 
speckled with blackish and very often with light reddish. Typically 
eggs of the 0. erythrinus group are paler, less boldly and darkly 
spotted than those of the P. pulcherrimus group. Witherby in 
his ‘Handbook of British Birds 1 gives the average of eighty-six 
eggs as 20*5 x 14-29 mm. 

The breeding-season lasts from late May to early July. 

Habits. The Common Bose- Finch is found in open country or 
in thin bush-cover and often frequents the vicinity of villages and 
habitations. In Winter it assembles in very big flocks and these 
are often composed entirely of one sex. The food consists of 
berries and seeds and, to a less extent, of shoots and buds. The 
notes are pleasant and in the breeding-season the male has a 
sweet Bullfinch-like song. 

( 1068 ) Carpodacus erythrinus kubanensis. 

The Caucasus Common Rose-Finch. 

Carpodacus erythrinus kubanensis Ln.ub., Verb. Ora. Gesellsch, 
Bayern, xii, p. 93 (1914) (Kuban List., Caucasus). 

Carpodacus erythrinus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 219 (part). 

Vernacular names. Tuti, Led Tuti (Hind.). 

Description. Similar to the preceding form but, sex for sex, 
more richly and darkly coloured, the imderparts being more 
completely suffused with rosy. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 83 to 87 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Caucasus and Asia Minor, Altai, 
Turkestan, Afghanistan, Gilgit and North-Western Kashmir. 
In Winter South to North-West India. A very large number of 
specimens in the British Museum obtained in this part of India 
seem referable to this form rather than to C . e. roseatus. 
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Nidification. Ihis race breeds in great numbers on the North- 
West Frontier of Iudia and Afghanistan to G-ilgit, Whitehead 
and Harington took many nests in the Khagau Valley during 
June and early July. These are described by them as made of 
t« igs, lined first with roots and then with hair, placed low 
down in bushes, generally “Janulla” bushes, in bush-jungle, 
sometimes in bushes in the open. The eggs are like those of the 
preceding bird but unspotted blue eggs are not uncommon. Fifty 
eggs average 20-4x15-0 mm.: maxima 23-2x14-8 and 21-1 x 
15 5 ram. ; minima 187 X 14*8 'and 19-1 x 13'2 mm. 

Whitehead says that this bird is a very close sitter, allowing 
itself to be almost caught before it will leave its nest. 

Habits. .1 his Hose-1' inch is migratory, covering a great portion 
of the North-West of India in the Winter but not going so far 
South or East as the next form. Whistler’s notes in the Bombav 
i\at. Hist. Journal under the heading of C. e. roseatu$ refer to all 
these races and I can trace no movement of this form beyond 
Sind, North-West Frontier Provinces and the Punjab. It as¬ 
sembles in very large flocks when on migration, at which time it 
often does considerable damage in orchards by destroying buds. 
The flocks frequently consist of one sex only. It has a rather 
sweet but loud and monotonous song. 


^ (l°69) Carpodacus erythrinus roseatus. 

1 he Common Indian Rose-Finch or Hodgson’s Rose-Finch, 
Pyrrhulinota roseata Ilodgs., P. Z. S., 1845, p. 36 (Nepal). 
Carpodacus erythrinus . Bluuf. & Oates, ii, p. 219 (part). 

Vernacular names. TxUi, Lai Tuti (Hind.); Ammga-Tuti 
(Nep.) \Lhota Tuti (Sylhet); Phulin-pho (Lepcha); Yedru-pichiX-e, 
Yedru-jinowayx ( Tel.); Dao-gajaviaba (Cachari) ; Inqenii (Naga); 
I)o-di-ma-mo (Tibet). 

Description. In both sexes the colours are darker and richer 
than in any of the other races; the brown is darker above and 
more suffused with deep crimson; the crown is much darker 
crimson ; the rump is crimson rather than rosy-pink and the 
whole lower parts suflused with crimson-pink, even to the under 
tail-coverts. 


Measurements. Wing 83 to 87 mm. 

Females and young males are darker below and much more 
heavily streaked than in the other races. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Himalayas from Kumaii 
Garhwal and Nepal to East Tibet and thence into Yunnan’ 
Shan States and West and Central Chinese mountain-ranges’ 
The Rose-Finch breeding in Ladakh and .South-West Kashmir 
appears also to be of this race. In Winter this bird is found 
over the whole of India as far South ns North Travancore : iu 
Burma as far .South as Tenasserim ; Siam and the Indo-Chinese 
countries and South China. 







Nidification. Hodgson’s Rose-Finch breeds in great numbers 
from Ladakh to Garhwal in suitable localities, and Eastwards in 
lessening numbers to Sikkim, Eastern Tibet and the Chinese 
mountains. The only point of difference in nidification between 
this and the preceding race is that the present one uses grass 
only for the outer construction of the nest. It breeds during 
July and August : in Garhwal between 10,000 and 12,000 tee t, 
and in Ladakh between 9,500 and 13,000 feet. The eggs are 
like those of the other races. Sixty eggs average 20*8 x 14*0 mm.: 
maxima 22*0x15*1 and 21-0x15*2 mm.; minima 18*7x14*5 
and 22*1 x 13*7 mm. 

Habits. Hodgson’s Rose-Finch migrates in Winter to the 
plains of India, Burma and Indo-Chinese Countries. In India 
it is found South as far as Travancore and in Burma it occurs 
practically in every part of the couutry. In habits generally it 
differs in no way from the other races. 


Carpodacus rubicilla. 

Loxia rubicilla Giildenstadt, Nov. Comm. Petrop., xix, p. 463 
(1775). 

Type-locality: Caucasus. 

(1070) Carpodacus rubicilla rubicilloides. 

The Kansu Great Rose-Finch. 

Carpodacus rubicilloides Pzew., Mongol. Stran. Tangut., ii, p. 90, 
pi. xii (1876) (Kansu). 

Vernacular names. Awal-luk-si (Tibet). 

Description.—-Adult male. Crown, nape, sides of the head, ear- 
coverts, chin and throat brilliant crimson, each feather with a 
narrow, pointed white stripe ; lores and under the eye immaculate 
crimson ; hind neck rosy-ashy, streaked with dark brown ; back, 
scapulars and wing-coverts dark brown edged with rosy-ashy; 
rump ashy-crimson ; longer tail-coverts and tail-feathers dark 
brown, edged with pale buff; wing-quills dark brown, edged with 
rosy-buff; lower parts crimson, paling posteriorly, each feather 
with a pale centre and those of the breast with conspicuous white 
strife ; vent and under tail-coverts rosy-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill horny-brown, the 
culinen darker, the base and gonys yellowish ; legs and feet 
horny to dark brown, the claws still darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 mm.; wing 106 to 
112 mm.; tail 83 to 90 mm.; tarsus 21 to 22 mm.; culmen 
about 14 to 15 mm. 

Female. Upper parts ashy-brown, streaked with dark brown 
wing-coyerts and quills blackish brown, edged with pale ashy ; 
tail brown, narrowly edged with white on the outermost feather- 
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lower plumage pale ashy, tinged with brown and heavily streaked 
with blackish, the streaks almost disappearing on the posterior 
abdomen, vent and thighs. 

Distribution. Kashgar, Ladakh and North-East Kashmir, Tibet,. 
Sikkim, Kansu and Yunnan. 

Typical rubidlla differs from the present race in being much 
darker; the male in full plumage is dark crimson-brown above 
and much more deeply crimson below. The female is hardly 
distinguishable. 

Nidification. This fine Rose-Finch breeds freely in Tibet, 
whence 1 have had eggs and nest sent me and Osmaston obtained 
a fine series in Ladakh at about 14,000 feet. In Tibet it certainly 
breeds up to 17,000 feot and down to a little over 12,000 feet. 
The earliest date I have recorded is the 12th June, four fresh 
eggs ; and the latest 9th September, five fresh eggs. The nest is 
made principally of twigs more or less mixed with roots and 
grass and with a dense lining of hair or wool. It is placed 
generally low down in rose-hushes or in Tibetan Furze-bushes 
but sometimes six to ten feet up in Pollard Willows. The site 
chosen is seldom in jungle, the Lush selected most often being 
one in the open, alongside a patch of cultivation or on the 
banks of a stream or irrigation ditch. The eggs number three to 
five and are deep hedge-sparrow’s egg blue, sparsely spotted or 
speckled with black or purple-brown, occasionally having also 
a few fine twisted hair-lines. In shape they are broad ovals and 
the surface has a fair gloss. Sixty eggs average 24*0 x 16*8 mm. : 
maxima 28*3 X 18*3 and 24*9 x 187 mm. ; minima 21 6 x 17*0 and 
27*0 x 16 0 mm. 

Habits. The Kansu Great Rose-Finch seems to be a bird of 
more open country than most of the genus, resorting very little 
to Pine-forest or even to thorn and scrub-jungle. It is a bird of 
the highest elevations, i. e . in Summer from 12,000 feet, more 
often 14,000 feet, up to the suow-line, and in Winter down to 
about 8,000 feet. It is said to have sweet notes during the 
breeding-season, hardly amounting to a song. Dresser’s remarks 
on O. severtzovi and its breeding in Ladakh refer to this species 
and probably a number of Whistler’s notes in the Bombay 
Natural History Journal (xxx, p. 186) also refet* to this bird. 

(1071) Carpodacus severtzovi. 

Severtzoff’s Rose-Finch. 

C*rpodacv8 severtzovi Sharpe, P. Z. S., 1886, p. 3f>4 (Turkestan)* 
Blanford & Oates, ii,p. 220. 

i 

Vernacular names. Awal-luk-si (Tibet). 

Description.— Adult male. Generally speaking very similar 
to C. r. rubicilloides but much paler; the upper parts are pinky 
fulvous grey, the crimson of the head paler, more pink aud not 
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reaching to the nape; the tar-coverts and sides of the head are pink, 
not crimson ; the lower parts are much paler, a rosy-pink rather 
than crimson, with much larger pale centres; the white margin 
to the outermost tail-feathers is broader, ofteh covering the 
whole of the outer web. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Total length about 200 mm.; wing 116 to 
122 mm.; tail 85 to 90 ram.; tarsus about 21 to 22 mm.; 
culmen about 14 mm. 

Female, Much paler than C. r . rubicilloides with a fulvous 
rather than an ashy tinge; the striations above and below paler 
and more narrow, sometimes hardly visible on the back ; the 
white margin to the outermost tail-feather is wide. 

Distribution. The mountains of Central Asia, North-East 
Kashmir, Ladakh, Tibet to Mongolia. Chambi Valley, Sikkim. 

Nidification. Records of this and of the preceding species have 
been very much intermixed. There is no doubt, however, that 
the breeding area of the two overlap, for although all the eggs 
actually taken in Ladakh have been of rubicilloides , yet this bird 
also undoubtedly breeds there and from Tibet I have had skins of 
both^ species sent me with eggs taken on the same date. The 
nidification is very similar in the two species, but whereas twigs 
form the staple material in the nest of rubicilloides , these are 
hardly used at all by 0. severtzovi which restricts itself almost 
wholly to coarse dry grass. Otherwise the sites selected, the 
time of breeding and the eggs themselves are identically the 
same. Eighty eggs average 24-0x17*0 mm.: maxima 25*6 X 
16*8 and 22*5 x 18*2 mm.; minima 21*9 x 17-1 and 25*0 x 167 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird. 


Genus ERYTHR0SPIZA. 

Erythrospiza Bonap., Faun. Itul., Ucc. pi. 35 (1832-41). 

Type, Erythrospiza githaginea . 

The genus Erythrospiza contains, with the exception of the 
genus Uragus , the palest forms of Hose-Einches, birds which 
keep to the desert or to barren hill-sides. 

The bill is short, but very tumid, the lower edge of the lower 
mandible being as much curved as the culmen ; the wings are 
very long, reaching beyond the middle of the tail; the tail is 
distinctly forked ; the sexes differ considerably in colour. 



Key to Species . 

A. y pper parts more fulvous-grey; bill at base 

about 11 mm. deep . 

13. C pper parts browner; bill at base about 
8 rum. deep. 


E. githaginea , p. 141. 
E. mongolica, p. 142. 
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Erythrospiza githaginea. 

Fringillagithaginea Liclit., Yerz. Doubl. p. 24 (1823). 

Type-locality: Egypt. 

Differs from the Eastern form in being rather smaller and less 
grey, more pink. 

(1072) Erythrospiza githaginea crassirostris. 

The Eastern Desert-Eikch. 

Carpodaeus crassirostris Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 4<6 (1847) 

(Afghanistan). 

JEfyihrospiza githaginea. Blanf. & Oates, 11 , p. -21. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Adult male. Feathers of forehead and round the 
bill rose-pink or rose-red ; crown and sides of the head grey; 
back and scapulars pale greyish fulvous ; upper tail-coverts rose- 
pink with greyish bases; tail dark brown edged with viuous 
Irev; visible portions of closed lesser and median coverts 
rosy-grey ; greater coverts and winglet dark brown, broadly edged 



Fig. 34.—Head of E. g. crassirostris. 


with rosy; quills dark brown edged with bright rosy-grey, the 
innermost secondaries with very broad outer rosy edges and 
narrower grey tips and inner edges ; below a beautiful pale rosy- 
grey, more vinous on the breast and inclined to fulvous about 

After the Autumn moult and until the feathers get sufficiently 
abraded to show the rose-colour the whole appearance is much 
more grey. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill scarlet or orange 
in the breeding-season, paler and more ■waxy-yellow in \V inter ; 
legs and feet fleshy or horny-brown. 

'Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 85 to 
91 mm.; tail-51 to 55 ram.; tarsus about 1!) mm.; culmen about 
9 mru. 

Female. Similar to the male but with no rdsy tinge in Winter 
and in Summer with only a faint flush on the, lower surface, 
rather more pronounced on the chin, throat and lump. 

Distribution. Breeding in Afghanistan, Baluchistan and tin 
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North-Western Frontier mountains of India. In Winter 
common in parts of Sind and it has been once obtained in 
Jodhpur and once by Hutton in the Gurgaon District, Punjab. 

Nidification. This Finch apparently breeds in the hills about 
Quetta and Mr. F. Williams informs me that he has taken the 
nest and eggs but I have no details. Tomlinson obtained it, 
breeding, near Ahwaz in Mesopotamia in March. 

Habits. Hume found this bird in flocks feeding on the ground 
in patches of mustard cultivation close to the foothills in Sind. 
They were very numerous, very tame but very active on their 
feet and, at a short distance, looked like a party of hen-sparrows. 


(1073) Erythrospiza mongolica. 

The Mongolian Desert-Finch. 

Carpodacus mongolicus Swinhoe,P.Z. S.,1870, p. 447 (Nankow Pass). 

Erythrospiza mongolica. Bianf. & Oates, ii, p. 222. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Very much like the Eastern Desert-Finch 
but rather darker and more decidedly brown above ; the crown i3 
never grey and as soon as the feathers get a little abraded there 
is a distinct, though narrow, crimson-pink supercilium ; the rose- 
pink on the wing-feathers and on the rump is generally much 
deeper, this colour on the greater coverts sometimes becoming 
pure crimson. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill pale fleshy, 
yellowish-fleshy or pale horny-brown ; legs and feet pale fleshy- 
yellow or yellowish brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 88 to 
03 mm.; tail 55 to 56 mm ; tarsus about 17 mm.; culmen 8 
to 9 mm. 

Female and young male similar to the male but without the 
rosy tinge. 

Distribution. Central Asia to Afghanistan, Baluchistan and 
Gilgil ; Turkestan East to Mongolia and North-West China. It 
probably also breeds in North-West Kashmir and certainly does 
so in the mountains of the North-West- Frontier. In Winter 
.‘South to Sind, the Punjab, North-West Provinces and Eajputana. 

Nidification. This Desert-Finch appears to be resident through¬ 
out the greater part of its range, breeding in May and June, 
making a cup-shaped nest of plant stems and grass lined with 
goats hair. It is placed in bushes ami low trees and sometimes 
on the ground in a tuft of grass. The eggs, four or five in 
number, are greenish-white rather feebly marked at the larger 
end with specks, spots and a line or two of blackish. They 
measure from 17*9 x 13*4 mm. to 20*4 x 14*6 mm. 

Habits. Like the last bird this Finch is a frequenter of bare 
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open country, barren hills and stony plains interspersed with, 
vegetation and patches of cultivation. It is active and swift both 
on the ground and in flight and has a sweet song during the 
breeding-season. Though actually a resident bird in its Summer 
haunts it often wanders considerably in Winter, when it gathers 
in large flocks. 

Genus RHODOSPIZA. 

Rhodospiza Sharpe, Cat. B. M., xii, p. 282 (1888). 

Type, Rhodospiza ohsoleta Licht. 

The genus Rhodospiza contains a Desert-Finch differing from 
the two preceding genera in its much larger bill, rather shorter 
wing and decidedly more forked tail. The pink colour, so 
characteristic of these Finches, is confined to the wings and 
the sexes are practically alike. 

(1074) Rhodospiza obsoleta. 

Lichtenstein’s Desert- Finch. 

TringiUa obsoleta Licht., Eversm. Reise, Auhaug, p. 132 (1826) 
(Bochara). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Adult male. Upper plumage rufous sandy-brown, 
more rufous-brown on the forehead, rump, upper tail-coverts and 
shoulder of the wing ; feathers round the eye and at the angle of 
the bill black; tail black, the outer web broadly, the inner web 
narrowly, edged with white; median and greater coverts dark 
brown edged with crimson-pink ; primaries black, all but the 
outermost with white outer webs; secondaries black, the outer 
webs pink for three-quarters of their length, white at the tips ; 
innermost secondaries with broad fulvous margins to the inner 
webs ; chin, throat, sides of the neck and the breast pale sandy- 
brown, sometimes with a faint pink flush, paling to almost white 
on the centre of the abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts white with a pink tinge. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black d , horny- 
brown to blackish brown $ ; legs and fe$t dark brown to almost 
black. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 85 to 
88 mm.; tail 59 to 61 nun.; tarsus about 17 mm. ; culmen about 
11 mm. 

Female similar to the male but more ashy-grey above and 
rather paler and duller elsewhere. 

Distribution. Palestine, Syria, to Persia, North-West India, 
Turkestan and Mongolia. 

Nidification. Botham and liter, Williams found this Finch 
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breeding in great numbers all round Quetta. The nest is a cup 
made of small twigs, grass, bents, etc. mixed with wool and odd 
scraps and lined thickly with wool, hair and a feather or two, 
welded into a mass. One nest, obtained by Mr. A. J. Currie in 
Persia, was composed almost entirely of string and wool. The 
favourite site is a roadside tree, less often a bush ; the nests are 
wedged well into a fork, at any height from six to twenty feet and 
as they harmonize well with the supporting branch, they are not 
conspicuous, though no attempt is made to conceal them. The 
eggs number four to six, rarely seven, and vary from almost pure 
white to pale skim-milk blue, sparsely speckled and spotted at the 
larger end with black. The breeding-season lasts from early May 
to the middle of June, a second brood sometimes being reared 
in Jul} r . One hundred eggs average 18*9x14*2 mm.: maxima 
22 0x15*0 and 20*4x15*1 mm. ; minima 17*4x13*0 mm. 

Habits. Probably resident wherever found, though it may 
wander to lower elevations during the Winter, when it collects in 
flocks. It is principally a ground bird, but not so entirely so as 
the birds of the genus ErythrCspiza , whilst it may often be seen 
feeding on trees and bushes. It is said to have a pretty little 
song during the breeding-season. 

Genus RHODOPECHYS. 

Rhoclojjechys Cabanis, Mus. Hein., Tli. i, p. 157, note (1850). 

Type, Rhodopechys sanguined Gould. 

The genus Rhoclopecligs contains a single species of Finch, 
coloured somewhat like the Desert Iiose-Finches, but much 
darker. The bill is stout and moderate in size, the lower mandible 
stout and heavy in proportion to the upper; wing long; tail 
short and very slightly forked. 

(1075) Rhodopechys sanguinea sanguinea. 

The Crimson-winged Finch. 

Fringilla sangumect Gould, V. Z. S„ 1837, p. 127 (Frzerum). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Adult male. Crown and nape black, a little 
brown .showing on the edges of the feathers, especially on the 
to re head; lores and cheeks rosy crimson; a narrow crimson 
supercmum and a broad crimson liue under the eye, the former 
paling to buff posteriorly; back and scapulars dark brown with 
black centres; lower back paler and with the black centres 
obsolete; rump sandy-brown, changing to crimson-pink on the 
lower rump and upper tail-coverts; tail black, the outermost 
feather white with a black shaft, the penultimate with the 
greater part of the inner web white; lesser and median wing- 
coverts like the back, tinged with rosy; greater coverts rosy. 
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tipped black; quills black, broadly edged with crimson-rosy on 
two-thirds of their length ; secondaries tipped white ; sides of the 
head, ear-coverts and upper breast brown, the feathers black- 
centred ; a pale rosy band across the breast, generally followed by 
more brown ; remainder of lower plumage white washed with 
pink; flauks brown with darker shaft-stripes; axillaries and 
under wing-coverts white washed with rosy. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark -brown ; bill yellow, darker on 
the cultnen and tip ; legs and feet yellowish brown to dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm,; wing 100 to 
110 ram.; tail 55 to .62 mm.; tarsus 20 to 21 mm.; culmen 
about 12 mm. 


Female. Like the male but with practically no black on the 
crown and no rose-colour on rump, upper tail-coverts or greater 
wing-coverts ; other colours generally paler and duller. 

The young male is like the female but rather darker and with 
more indication of the black cap. 

Distribution. Palestine, Asia Minor, Caucasus through Eastern 
Asia to Lurkestan, Afghanistan aud Baluchistan. 

Nidification A nest taken by Cochrane near Lebanon is 

?ained b otr, 1*® ° f . a , Greenfinch ’ P la ced m a t^e. It con- 
dotted at tf s ’ r lute Wlt j a gre - vlsl ‘ sea-green tinge, minutely 
15*2 min 4 * larg6r elU Wlth g re y and measuring 22-1 x 

acfchL^ 6 Crimson-winged Finch is said- to be a restless, 
i , . ^ H'quentmg broken forest on rocky hillsides, and to 
. a vciy Bulifanch-like song. I retain it in the Indian 
i J. tlu ^ a on J le 1( ^ e pti^cation of Harington, who writes in a 
* ,f r 0 1T ! e ^ * s sure be saw this species in the Khagan 

d ey at about 9,000 feet though he failed to obtain specimens. 


Genus PROCARDUELIS. 

Procarduelis, Ilodgs. in Gray’s Zool. Misc. p. 84 (1&44). 

Type, P . nipalcnsis Ilodgs. 

The genus Procarduelis contains certain species which are Hose- 
Finches in plumage but differ remarkably from those birds in 
having the bill straight, slender and pointed, very much as in 
Cardaelis . The sexes differ iu plumage and the females are 
unstreaked. 


Key to Species. 

A. Lower plumage red. 

a. Forehead and superciiium different in 

^ colour and contrasting with the crown. P. nijmlemis, $ p. 1 jg 

b. Forehead, superciiium and crowm practi¬ 

cally concolorous. 1 . P. rubcscms, p. 147 

YOL. III. L 
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B. Lower plumage brown with no trace of 
red. 

c. Upper plumage all brown . 

d. Rump and upper tail-coverts suffused 

with red . 


P. nipalensis, $, p. 146. 
P . rubescens , 5, p. 148. 


Procarduelis nipalensis. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. Plumage above and below lighter and 

brighter . »• nipalensis, p. 146. 

B Plumage above and below deeper and 

duller . P. n. intensicolor, p. 147. 


(1076) Procarduelis nipalensis nipalensis. 

The Nepal Dark Rose-Pinch. 

Carduelis nipalensis ITodgs., As. Res., xix, p. 157 (1836) (Nepal). 

Procarduelis nepalensis Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 223. 

Vernacular names. KaAnya (Lepcha). 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead, anterior crown and a 
broad supercilium rosy-crimson; lores and a broad line through 
the eye blackish crimson ; posterior crown and nape deep velvety 
crimson; upper plumage and wing-coverts deep brown tinged 
with crimson and the edges to all the feathers paler and more 
crimson ; wing and tail-quills brown edged with crimson which, 



except on the inner secondaries, is soon lost by abrasion ; cheeks, 
chin, throat, lower breast and abdomen rosy-red, paler than the 
forehead; upper breast and flanks crimson-brown; under tail- 
coverts brown margined with pinkish white; under wing-coverts 
and ax diaries brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark horny-brown, 
paler on the gonyslegs and feet fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 87 to 
94 m'u.; tail 64 to 67 mm.; tarsus 21 to 22 mm.; cplmen 11 to 
12 min. 

Female. Upper plumage dark brown obsoletely edged with 
ochraceous, the back with the dark centres and pale margins 
better defined ; wing dark brown, the coverts and inner secondaries 
broadly tipped on the outer web with ochraceous; tail brown, 
very narrowly edged with the same; sides of the head and neck 
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(1078) Procarduelis rubescens rubescens. 

Blantord’s Kose-Finch. 

Procarduelis rubescens Blanf., P. Z. S., 1871, p. 694- (Sikkim); 
Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 224. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Male. Crown, nape and neck crimson; back, 
scapulars, rump and upper tail-coverts brownish-crimson ; wing- 
coverts crimson with brown bases, the greater coverts edged, some 
with crimson, some with rufous-buff; wing and tail-quills brown, 
edged with crimson ; sides of the head, lores and an indefinit e line 
through the eye brown, mixed with crimson; cheeks, ear-coverts, 
chin and throat rosy-pink, becoming duller and much mixed with 
brown or smoky on the breast and flanks and albescent on the 
centre of the abdomen; under tail-coverts pale smoky-brown 
with whitish edges; under wing-coverts and axillaries greyish- 
brown, edged more fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill pale horny-brown, 
the lower mandible paler and yellowish ; legs light brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.; wing 80 to 
84 mm.; tail 50 to 55 mm.; tarsus 18 to 19 mm.; culmen about 
13 mm. 

Female. Very like the female of P. n. nipahnsis but with the 
upper parts and edges to the feathers of wings and tail suffused 
with crimson ; the lower plumage is paler, becoming smoky pale 
grey on the centre of the abdomen. 

Distribution. Eastern Nepal and Sikkim. 

Nidification. Unknown. 

Habits. This is a Finch of high elevations, from 10,000 feet to 
the snow-level in Summer; on the other hand, it more olten 
comes down to 6,0t}0 feet and lower in Winter than does 
P. nipahnsis. Stevehs found it in Sikkim at elevations below 
6,000 feet on several occasions and twice as low as 4,500 feet. 
They keep much to open country and to the outskirts ot the 
larger woods and smaller plantations. 

•** \ 

(1079) Procarduelis rubescens saturation 

Rothschild's Dabk ItOSE-Fl nch. 

Procarduelis rubescens saturatior Roths., Bull. B. O. C., xliii, p. 12 
(1922) (Lichiang Range, Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Both sexes differ from those of Blanford’s Rose- 
Finch in being darker both above and below. In the male this is 
most noticeable in the crimson colour of the crown; in the female 
the lower parts are not only much darker but are everywhere 
a dull smoky grey-brown. 
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and whole lower plumage ochraceous-brown, the under tail- 
coverts paler and with dusky centres. 

Distribution. Kashmir, Kuman, Garkwal, Sikkim, Bhutan and 
Assam East to the hills above Sadya. 

Nidification. Whymper found this bird breeding on the Pindari 
Glacier, Kuman, at a height of 12,000 to 14,000 feet but failed 
to find its nest. After he left, his native collector obtained a nest 
with three eggs which he forwarded with the parent birds. The 
eggs have a pinkish-white ground and are blotched and speckled 
with light reddish-brown, rather freely at the larger end, sparsely 
elsewhere. They measure 22*2x15*3, 22*9 x 15*1 and 22*3 x 
15*3 mm. They were taken in the latter part of August 1912. 

Habits. This llose-Pincli frequents altitudes in Summer between 
10,000 and 14,000 feet, perhaps also up to greater heights as the 
snow-line retreats. In Winter it collects in large flocks, generally 
restricted to one sex, and then descends to 7,000 feet. Earely it 
descends to 4,500 feet, at which elevation Stevens found it in 
Sikkim. A tame, confiding bird, feeding in the Alpine pastures 
and in thin oal< and rhododendron forests. 


(1077) Procarduelis nipalensis intensicolor. 

The Yunnan Dark Rose-Finch. 


Procarduelis nipalensis intensicolor Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O C xlv 
p. 92 (1925) (Yunnan). ’ 

Vernacular names. None recorded/ 

Description.—Adult male. Similar to the Nepal Dark liose- 
Einch but much deeper in colour everywhere, especially below, 
where the deep crimson-brown of the breast runs into the throat 
and extends over nearly the whole of the lower parts. 

Colours of soft parts. “Iris dark brown; bill grey-brown or 
horn-brown, lighter below ; legs and feet grey-brown ” {Forrest). 

Measurements. Wing 91 to 90 mm. 

Female differs from the female of the Nepal bird in being 
darker everywhere and more smoky, less ochraceous. 

Distribution. Yunnan and Shan States. 

Nidification. Not known. 

Habits, horrent obtained this Finch in Summer between 12,000 
and 13,000 feet on the Liehiang Eange in pine forests. Cook 

™t amed * specimen in the Shan States at about 8,000 feet in 
Winter. 


Procarduelis rubescens. 


Fey to Subspecies . 

A. Lighter; more especially on the crown in 

the male and the underparts in the 
female . 

B. Darker . 


P. r. rubescens , p. 148. 
P. r. saturatior, p, 148. 
L 2 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; legs, feet and bill dark 
grey-brown (Forrest). 

Measurements. Wing 81 to 84 mm. 

Distribution. At present only known from Yunnan but is 
certain to occur in the higher ranges of the.Shan States. 
Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

Genus CAEDUELIS. 

Carduelis Brisson, Orn., iii, p. 53 (1700). 

Type, Carduelis carduelis Linn. 

The genus Carduelis is at once sharply divided from all Rose- 
Finches , except Procarduelis , by its long, slender, straight and 
pointed bill and from all Rose-Finches by its coloration, the 
principal characteristic being the bright red face. The wings 
are longer and more pointed than in any of the Rose-Finches ; 
the tail is t long and very slightly forked. 

Key to Species. 

A. Hiuder crown and sides of neck black; back 

and breast ruddy-brown . C. carduelis , p. 149. 

B. Hinder crown and sides of neck not black; 

back and breast ashy .. C. cuniceps } p 150. 

Carduelis carduelis. 

Fringilla carduelis Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed. i, p. 318 (1766). 
Type-locality; Sweden. 

The form of this bird, which has been found within the limits 
of the present work, C. c. major , differs from G. c. carduelis 
principally in its larger size and somewhat heavier bill. 


(1080) Carduelis carduelis major. 

The Turkestan Goldfinch. 

Carduelis major Taczan., V. Z. S., 1879, p. 672 ( Turkestan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, anterior crown, cheeks and chin crim¬ 
son ; lores and a narrow line round the base of the bill black; 
centre of crown, nape, sides and back of crown scarlet, followed 
by a whitish patch; upper back, scapulars and lower back pale 
chocolate-brown; rump and upper tail-coverts white ; tail black, 
white-tipped and marked as in Carduelis caniceps wings also as 
in that bird bat all the quills tipped with white; a broad band 
on the chest, broken in the centre, light chocolate-brown, paler 
on the flanks ; remainder of lowW plumage white or nearly so. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill pale horny-yellow, 
tipped darker; legs pale horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 86 to 
89 mm.; tarsus about 20 to 21 mm.; culmen about 13 to 
13*5 mm. 

Distribution. West Siberia to the Yenesei, Turkestan and 
Persia. Doubtfully recorded from Ziarat, near Quetta, 8,000 feet. 

Nidification and Habits similar to those of the European 
Goldfinch. 

Carduelis eaniceps. 

A. Darker, both above and below, rather smaller, 

wing under 82 mm. C. c.camccps , p. 150. 

B. Paler and rather larger; wing over 82 mm. .. C. c.subulata , p. lol. 

(1081) Carduelis eaniceps eaniceps. 

The Himalayan Goldfinch. 

Carduelis eaniceps Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 23 (Himalayas ; *Simla- 
Almora Districts) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 22o. 

Vernacular names. Sidra (Hind.); Saira (Kashm). 



Fig. 33.—Head of C. eaniceps canicrps. 


Description.—Male.- Forebead, cheeks and chin crimson; upper 
plumage pale ashy-brown, becoming still paler on the rump and 
pure white on the upper tail-coverts ; tail black, the two central 
pairs tipped white, the two outermost pairs largely, white on the 
outer webs from the base ; wing-coverts black, the greater coverts 
broadly tipped with yellow, quills black, all but the first primary 
with a broad yellow patch on the base of the outer webs; 
innermost secondaries with the outer web mostly white; throat 
ashy-white; sides of the neck and head, breast and flanks asbv- 
brown, more fulvous on the flanks ; abdomen and under tail- 
coverts almost white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill fleshv-vellow, the tip 
dark brown; legs and feet pale brown. 

Measuieinents. Iota! length about 140 mm. ; wing 76 to 
81 mm.; tail 48 to 50 mm.; tarsus about 13 mm.; culmen 13 to 
15 mm. 

Female similar to the male but with less and paler crimson on 
the. lace and less yellow on the wings. 
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Nestling. Above light brown with darker centres to the 
feathers, below white or fulvous-white, spotted from chin to 
lower breast and flanks with dark brown ; the wing-quills and tail 
when they first appear are broadly tipped with fulvous ; there is 
no red or" black on’ the head and the yellow patch on the wing 
is much smaller. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Gilgit and Kashmir to 
Kuman, Simla States and Garhwal. . 

Nidification. The Himalayan Goldfinch breeds over practically 
the whole of Kashmir except in the extreme East and, perhaps, 
the North-East. South it breeds as far as Kuman, Garhwal and 
the Simla States. Col. Rattray took its nest at an elevation of 
onfy 5,000 feet but more commonly it breeds above 7,000 and up 
to *14,000 feet. At the lower elevations a few nests may be 
found in May but most eggs are laid in June onwards, fresh eggs 
having been taken on to the end of August, possibly a second 
brood. The nest is just like that of the Common Goldfinch, a 
neat little cup of fine roots and grass mixed into a mass of inoss 
and lined with seed down. Most nests are built in the outer 
branches of pines at from G to 25 feet from the ground and are 
often very difficult to see. The eggs number three to five and 
are a very pale sea-green, occasionally pinkish, sparingly spotted 
at the larger end with pale dull reddish and lilac. A few eggs are 
practically unspotted and, more rarely a few are marked with 
almost black. Sixty eggs average 1*8*5x13*2 mm.: maxima 
19*4 x 12*8 and 19*0 x 13*9 mm.; minima 16*8 x 13*2 and 17*9 x 
12*2 mm. 

Habits. A very common bird in Kashmir and, indeed, over its 
whole range in suitable localities. It is resident everywhere, 
though it leaves the greater heights iu AVinter and avoids the 
lower in Summer. In Winter it assembles in flocks, often o! 
a great size, and is then very conspicuous, feeding in gardens, 
orchards and open space*, attracting attention both by its beauty 
and its restlessness. In Summer, on the other hand, the flocks 
break up, it retreats to more secluded country and to the pine- 
woods and those who do not know where to look, or how to look, 
for it pronounce it absent or very rare. Its rood consists mainly 
of tiny seeds of flowers, weeds, etc., its song is similar to that of 
the European Goldfinch, though less full and sweet, and its 
flight is direct and swift. 

(1082) Carduelis caniceps subulata. 

Thu Central Asian Golditnoh. 

Frincfilla subulata Gloger, Ab&ndern A 7 dg. p. 153 (ex Gloger MS.) 

(1833) (Yenesei). 

Vernacular names. Shiva (llind.). 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird but paler both above 
and below in both sexes. 





MIN IST/fy 



Colours of soft parts as in the Himalayan Goldfinch. 
Measurements. Wing 83 to 85 mm.; tail 50 to 53 mm.; 
tarsus about 15 mm.; culmen 14 to 15 mm. 

Distribution. Central Asia from Transcaspia, the Yenesei, 
Tomsk and Baikal Districts to Afghanistan, Baluchistan and 
Persia. 

I cannot find any differences between this form, Kollibay’s 
paraponisi and Sarudny’s subcaniceps. Those who follow 
Hartert and accept these races would have to use the last name 
for our Baluchistan bird and omit the Siberian Districts from 
its range. 

Nidification. Captain C. H. T. Whitehead took its nest in the 
Kurram Valley at 10,900 feet on the 3rd of July. He describes it 
as a typical Goldfinch’s nest placed 20 feet up in a Pencil Cedar 
near the end of a branch. The three eggs, which are in 
appearance indistinguishable from those of the preceding bird, 
measure 18-5 x 14*0, 19T x 13’6 and 18*7 X 13*8 mm. 

Habits. Captain Whitehead found this bird common and in 
large flocks at Koliat from November to May, when they are 
caught by bird snarers in large numbers. They frequent 
gardens, cultivated country and open, well-wooded hillsides and 
are also found in very barren stony places if there is any 
attraction in the way of food. 


Genus CALLACANTHIS. 

Callacanthis Reichenb., Syst. Av., tab. lxxviii, fig. 12 (18o0). 

Type, Callacanthis burtoni' QcoulA. 

The genus Callacanthis has affinities both with the Rose-Finches 
and Goldfinches. The bill is shaped like that of Carduelis but 
is much stouter and both wide and deep at the base ; the wings 
and tail are white-spotted somewhat as in those of the Gold¬ 
finch and the male has some scarlet on the face ; on the other 
hand, the whole lower surface is washed with red-crimson. The 
wings are very long and the sexes are not alike. 

(1083) Callacanthis burtoni. 

The REu-imowiiB Finch. 

Carduelis burtoni Gould, P. Z. S., 1837, p. 90 (Himalayas, Srinagar, 
Kashmir). 

Callacanthis burtoni . Blanf. St Oates, ii, p. 220. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Male. Forehead, lores and feathers round the eye 
crimson; crown, nape, cheeks and ear-coverts black, the two last 
with whitish shafts; upper plumage and scapulars brown, very 
faintly tinged with rose-colour; tail black, tipped with white, 
narrowly on the centre tail-feathers, increasing in extent until 
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nearly the whole of the inner web is white on the two outermost 
pairs; lesser and median wing-coverts black, edged with rosy- 
fulvous ; greater coverts and quills black, tipped with white, often 
with rosy-white ; chin and throat rosy-red with black bases to 
the feathers ; remainder of lower parts rosy ochre-brown ; under 
wing-coverts and axillaries white with grey bases. 

Colours of soft parts. 44 Iris hazel; bill in male horny, base of 
upper mandible aud whole lower mandible dull yellow with dark 
tip; bill in female without the yellow tinge ” (H. Stevens). 

Measurements. Total length about 170 mm.; wing 95 to 
102 mm.; tail 64 to 66 mm. ; tarsus 20 to 21 mm.; culmeu 14 
to 15 mm. 

Female. A narrow frontal line and round the eye bright ochre- 
yellow; crown and nape chocolate-brown with darker centres; 
upper plumage, lesser and median coverts ochraceous brown, the 
coverts tipped paler; remainder of wing and tail as in the male 
but duller; lower plumage ochraceous brown. 



Fig. 37.—Head of C. burtoni. 


Distribution. Himalayas from Chitral and North Kashmir to 
Kuman and Simla States ; Nepal and Sikkim. 

Nidification. Little is known about the breeding of this fine 
Finch but it probably nests throughout its range at about 9,000 
feet upwards wherever there are coniferous forests. Ward took 
its nest in Kashmir at 9,000 feet on Kolahir, and describes it as a 
small cup made almost entirely of needles of the blue pine. It 
contained three eggs. A nest obtained by Col. II. H. Rattray is 
said to have been made of sticks and moss lined with pine needles 
and roots. The three eggs obtained in this latter nest are very 
handsome eggs just like those of the true Rose-Finches. In 
ground-colour they are bright pale blue, the larger end boldly 
spotted and blotched with black, some of the blotches looking as 
if they had run into purplish-rod round the edges. The three 
eggs measure 25*2x 16*2, 23*2x16*6 and 23*9x16*3 mm. They 
were taken in Kashmir on the 25th of J line. 

Habits. Col. Magrath (Journal Bombay Nat. Hist. Society, 
xxi, p. 546) found this bird not uncommon in the' Sind Valley 
between 9,000 and 10,000 feet, picking up seeds on the ground 
in thick undergrowth like the birds ol the genus Perissospiza. It 



l^eeps much to the interior of deep forest but is not shy or 
intolerant o! observation. Its call-note is syllabified as u uh-eh }> 
and its note of distress “ tuec-yeh .” Its flight Magrath likened to 
that of the Grosbeak. 
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Genus ACANTHIS. 

Acanthis Bechst., Orn. Taschenb,, p. 125 (1805). 


Type, Acanthis l inaria Linn. 

the genus Acanthis contains the Linnets, forms of two species 
being found in the Himalayas. The bill in this genus is short, 
straight and pointed, the wing is long and the sexes only differ 
in that the female lias no red on the plumage. 

Key to Species . 

A. Throat *treaked . A. cannabina , p. 154. 

B. liiroat unstreaked. a. fiavirostris , p. 155. 


Acanthis cannabina. 

FringiUa cannabina Linn., Syst.Nat., 10th ed., p. 182 (1758). 
Type-locality : Sweden. 

The typical form differs from our Eastern form in being- 
darker both above and below and in having the red parts 
crimson rather than crimson-pink. 



Fig. 58.—Head of A . c. /ringillirostru . 


( 1 . 084 ) Acanthis cannabina fringillirostris. 

The Eastern Linnet. 

^ ^ 01l0 g- Lox. p. 45 (1850) 

A cantk is fringiUirotttis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 228. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.-Adult male. Forehead ashy-brown with deep 
2l™{ i rtS to , th f f »thers; remainder of head, nape and 
bi o vil w'ltV | H ' IJ ’i 8CH i )u * a, ‘ 8 ’ and wing-coverts dark 
ZZl^ f r0U l c] T tnn * lnari ms; W tail-coverts black 
i ‘ J b 1 1 1 I»i te ; tail black, the outer webs narrowly 

•?*•? 5" ' tlu \ iimw »sarly all white; priSariel 

black, finely edged w.tb white; secondaries black, tipped white 
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and broadly edged with fulvous-chestnut, the innermost being 
nearly all of this colour ; chin and throat white, streaked with 
dark brown; breast bright rosy-pink or crimson-pink; flanks 
pale chestnut-fulvous, abdomen and under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill pale horny-brown, 
yellowish at the base and darker on the culineo arid tip , legs and 
feet pale fleshy-horny to fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length abput 140 mm.; wing 81 to 
85 mm.; tail 87 to 90 mm. ; tarsus about 16 mm.; culmen 10 to 
11 mm. 

Female similar to the male but with no rose tint and with the 
breast fulvous-white, broadly streaked with dark brown. 

Distribution. Asia Minor and the Caucasus to Turkestan, 
Persia, A fghanistan and Northern Kashmir. 

Nidification. The Eastern Linnet breeds in Central Asia from 
early May to the end of June, making a nest just like that of the 
Common Linnet and laying eggs which do not differ from those 
of that bird. Four eggs measure ( Jourdain) 19*5 x 14*1 mm. 
Eight eggs in my own collection from Persia vary between 17*2 x 
13*1 and 19*3 x 14T mm.; the two clutches were taken on the 
1st and 7th of June. 

Habits. The Eastern Linnet is a very doubtful breeder within 
Indian limits but may do so in Gilgit, where it is reported 
to be resident from 5,000 feet upwards. Whistler reports it to 
be a common winter visitor to the submontane tract in the 
North-West Punjab; Whymper obtained it on the Salt Range 
and again at Koliat; Currie believed he saw Linnets—w hich 
must have been of this race—in Lahore ; there is a specimen from 
Daotupper, Sind, in the British Museum and Butler thought he 
saw this species at Karachi. It collects in very large flocks 
during the winter but keeps, as in Summer, to open country, 
cultivation, orchards aucl barren hillsides. It has a sweet little 
song and is an active, lively little bird with a fairly swift but 
rather dipping flight. 

Acanthis flavirostris. 

The Twite. 

Fringillajiaqirostris Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed., p. 182 (17*>8). 

Type-locality: Sweden. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Streaks on lower plumage confined to 

breast... I . A./, brbvirostris, p. 156. 

B. Streaks on lower plumage extending on 

to posterior flanks and abdomen. 

u. Abomen almost w hite . A. f. montaHel/a, p. 157. 

b. Abdomen distinctly rufous . .. .L/, rufostnyata , p. 157. 
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(1085) Acanthis flavirostris brevirostris- 

Tiie Eastern Twite. 

Linota brevirostris Moore, P. Z. S., 1855, p. 516 (Erzerum). 
Acanthis brevirostris. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 229. 


Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Upper plumage and wing-coverts fulvous- 
brown, each feather with a broad mesial dark brown streak; rump 
pale rosy-pink; upper tail-coverts dark brown with broad white 
edges ; tail black with narrow outer aud broad inner white edges 
to each feather ; greater coverts very dark brown, edged with 
sandy-brown and tipped white; primaries black, edged with 
white, narrow on the outer, increasingly broad on the basal half 
of the inner primaries, so as to form a conspicuous white wing- 
patch ; innermost secondaries broadly edged with sandy-brown 
and tipped with white; chin and throat sandy-white, breast 
white, but nearly covered with broad dark brown central streaks; 
posterior flanks less boldly streaked and whole abdomen and 
under tai -coverts immaculate white ; auxiliaries and under wing- 
coverts white. b 


9 C ? 1 °u r ® so ^ P ar t s - Iris brown ; bill yellowish-horny, darker 
on the culmen and at the tip ; legs and feet brown. 

Measurements Total length .bout 140 mm.; wing 72 to 

tai 61 t0 64mm,; tnrsus about 16 mm.; culmen 5 to 


Tile Female has the rump the same colour as the back and 
has no rosy tinge. 

Distribution. From the Caucasus and Asia Minor to Persia, 
Turkestan, Tibet, Manchuria and Gilgit. 

Nidification. Ward records this Twite as breeding in Ladakh 
but the form breeding there is rufostrigata. On the other hand, 
the eggs he obtained are not those of this form but are much 
smaller and are exactly like the eggs of true brevirostris from 
the Tianscban. It is just possible that the Eastern Twite may 
come into the extreme North of Ladakh. Eggs taken by Col. 
Ward in June are exact!) like small, rather pink-tinged 
eggs of the preceding bird and the nests also are quite similar 
°1 Ih^t bird. The eggs measure between 15*6x12*1 
anf[ 1/-/X13-1 mm. Its reported breeding in Sikkim must be 
uue to error. 


Habits. Very similar to l hose of the preceding bird. Hitherto 
it nas always been confounded with the next two races and it is 
consequently difficult to determine what status it has in India 
It it were not tor the eggs taken by Col. Ward I should exclude' 

yifauna. 
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(1086) Acanthis flavirostris montanella. 

Stoliczka’s Twite. 


Linota montanella Hume, Lahore to Yarkand, p. 261 f v 18731 
(Arpalak River, Yarkand). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to A. f. brevirostvis but much more heavily 
marked below, the broad central streaks covering the flanks and 
extending on to the abdomen ; at the same time the streaks on 
the breast are not so broad and never render this part almost 
uniform brown. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Eastern Twite. 

Measurements. Wing 73 to 78 mm. 

Distribution. South Turkestan, Yarkand, Gilgit and North- 
West Kashmir. 

Nidification. Unknown. It must certainly breed in Gilgit, 
where it appears to bo resident from 5,000 feet upwards. 

Habits. As far as is known similar to those of the other races 
but apparently keeps to very barren country. 

(1087) Acanthis flavirostris rufostrigata. 

The Tibetan Twite. 


Linota rufostrigata Walton, Bull. B. O. C., xv, p. 93 (1905;} 
(Gyantse, Tibet). ' v 

Vernacular names. Dong-dmg-ma (Tibet); Pegam-bqfee (Gy¬ 
antse). 

Description. Each sex similar to the corresponding sex of 
Stoliczka's Twite but with the underparts distinctly rufescent and 
not white. The upper parts are generally paler and the amount, 
of rosy tinge on the rump is pale and restricted. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 80 mm. 

Distribution. Ladakh and Tibet. 

Nidification. This Twite breeds in vast numbers from Ladakh 
to Sikkim in the months of June, July and August at elevations 
between 12,000 and 15,000 feet. In the Gyantse Plains the Twite 
literally swarms and nests may be found in almost any patch of 
Tibetan furze, brambles or even clumps of willows. Most nests 
are built low down, often within a few inches of the ground, whilst 
others may be taken in willows as high up as ten or fifteen feet. 
The nest is a small compact cup made of grass, roots and weed- 
stems, often mixed with scraps of wool or hair and always neatly 
lined with wool, hair or vegetable down, sometimes with these 
mixed up and with the addition of one or two soft feathers. 
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Normally the eggs number four or five but occasionally six or 
seven are laid. " The ground-colour is a very pale skim-milk blue, 
sometimes practically white and sometimes with a pinkish tinge. 
The primary markings consist of specks, spots and small irregular 
blotches of pinkish brown, the secondary ones being of lavender 
and pale pinky-grey. Both are sparse everywhere but less so at 
the larger end", where in some eggs they form a ring or cap. Two 
hundred eggs average 18'1 x 13*3 mm.: maxima 20*2 X 12*3 and 
20-1 x 14*4 ram.; minima 17*0 x 13*0 and 18*2 x 12*2 mm. 

Habits. This Twite does not appear to be migratory, merely 
moving a little vertically with the seasons. In Summer it is 
found °up to the snow-line and down to about 12,000 feet, 
whilst in Winter it comes down only some 2,000 feet lower. The 
lowest record is between 9,000 and 10,000 feet in the Chambi 
Valley in Sikkim, where my collectors obtained it in December. It 
is a frequenter of open places, both barren and stony and such as are 
covered either with cultivation or with pasture and wild flowers; 
forests and the larger spinneys it never haunts but it may some¬ 
times be found in scrub-jungle, juniper-bushes and small clumps 
of willows by water. The Tibetan furze is a favourite resort. In 
voice, food, flight, etc. it is very similar to the other races. 


GenuB METAPONIA. 

Metaponia Bonaparte, Notes Coll. Delattre, p. 17 (1854). 

Type, Metaponia pusilla Pall. 

The genus Metaponia contains one Pinch which has a consider¬ 
able amount of yellow in its plumage and connects the Linnets with 
the Siskins. In this genus the sexes are alike, the bill is small 
but thick, with the culmen well curved; the wing is long with 
the first second and third primaries subequal in length ; the tail 
is well forked. This genus is very close to Serinus , which contains 
the Canaries and Serin I inches. 

(1088) Metaponia pusilla. 

The Gold-fronted Finch. 

Passer pusillus Pall., Zoogr. Bosso-Asiat., ii, p. 2S (1811) 
(Erzeroum). 

Metaponia pusilla. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 230. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead and anterior crown crimson-gold ; head, 
throat and upper breast black, the black obscured in freshly- 
moulted plumage by grey fringes to the feathers ; back, scapulars 
and rump brownish black, the feathers edged with yellow; 
shorter upper tail-coverts golden yellow, l ipped whitish and with 
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a central dark patch ; longer tail-coverts blackish with white 
edges; tail black, edged with yellow at the base and with 
white at the tips ; lesser and median wing-coverts like the back 
but with broader, brighter yellow margins ; greater coverts black 
with broad yellowish-white tips ; primaries and outer secondaries 
black, edged with golden-yellow ; inner secondaries broadly edged 
with white ; lower plumage from the breast yellow or yellow- 
white, streaked with blackish; under wing-coverts and axillaries 
bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black or horny- 
black ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm. ; wing 70 to 
76 mm.; tail 54 to 57 mm.; tarsus 16 to 17 mm.; culmen 7 to 
8 mm. 

Young bird like the adult with the head and breast like the 
back; the yellow edging to the feathers is replaced with fulvous 
and the central black by dark brown. 



Fig. 39.—Head of M . piisilla . 

Distribution. Caucasus, mountains of Central Asia, Persia, 
Afghanistan, Kashmir, Ladakh and Tibet. 

Nidification. The Gold-fronted Pinch breeds in the Himalayas 
from the end of May (26.5 Rattray, Murree) to the early part of 
August, on the eighth of which month B. B. Osinas ton found 
eggs in Ladakh at 11,000 ft. It breeds as low down as 6,000 feet 
in Kashmir and up to 12,000 feet in Tibet and in Lahul, where 
AVhistler took nests at this elevation. The nest is a lovely little 
compact cup of fine grasses, roots and fibres, well lined with wool 
or hair, or both. It may be placed either in a Juniper-tree 
well raised from the ground or in a rose- or briar-bush within 
two or three feet of it. The eggs number four, occasionally three 
or five. In appearance they can hardly be distinguished from 
those of the preceding species but are decidedly smaller. Fifty 
eggs average 17*3 x 12*6 mm.: maxima 19*0 X 13*9 mm.; minima 
15*4x12*2 and 16*3x11*5 mm. 

Habits. This little Finch is found up to 14,000 feet or higher in 
Summer, descending to 6000 feet in Winter, sometimes wandering 
even 2000 feet lower than this in the coldest months. It is 

f p-egarious when not breeding and. iu its ways, seems to be very 
ike the Twites. ) 
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Genus HYPACANTHIS. 

Hypacantkis Cabanis, Mus. Iiein., Th. i, p. 161 (1850). 

Type, Hypacanthis spinoides Vigors. 

The genus Hypacanthis was included by Sharpe in Chrysomitris 
and by Hartert in the genus Acanthis but it seems to be sufficiently 
well defined from these by its bill; this is more slender and 
pointed than in the latter, less slender and pointed than in the 
former. The wings and tail are much the same as in Meiaponia. 
The sexes differ but slightly. 


Hypacanthis spinoides. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. Underparts bright yellow . H. s. spinoides , p. 160. 

B. Underparts dull yellow, breast and flanks 

olive-green . II. s. ambiguus , p. 161. 


(1089) Hypacanthis spinoides spinoides. 

The Himalayan Greenfinch. 

Cardticlis spinoides. Vigors, 1\ Z. S„ 1831, p. 44 (Simla). 

Hypacanthis spinoides . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 281. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Male. Lores, round the eve, a short broad super- 
ciliutn and forehead bright yellow, the last often more or less or 
even wholly black; crown, ear-coverts and nape dark brown; 
sides of neck yellow, meeting in an indistinct collar below the 
nape; back, scapulars and smallest wing-coverts greenish-brown, 
sometimes washed with yellow ; rump yellow; upper tail-coverts 
dark brown; central tail-leathers brown with concealed yellow 
bases, the yellow increasing until it covers nearly the whole of 
the outermost feathers; lesser and median wing-coverts yellow ; 
greater coverts black, tipped with yellow; primaries dark brown 
with a broad yellow basal patch ; secondaries brown, the inner with 
broad edges and tips of white ; whole lower parts bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel to dark brown ; bill 
flesliy or yellowish-horny, darker on the cuhnen and tip ; legs and 
feet fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 mm.; wing 76 to 
80 mm.; tail 45 to 48 mm.; tarsus about 14 mm.; culmen about 
9 to 10 mm. 

Female. Like the male but duller and paler, more washed with 
green above and without the yellow forehead. 

Young. Above lulvous-brown, streaked with dark brown and 
with the yellow collar just showing; below oily pale yellow. 
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streaked with brown ; wings and tail like the adult but with less 
yellow. 

Distribution. Himalayas from the Baluchis tun-Afghanistan 
Frontier, Gilgit through Kashmir, Kumau, Garhwal, Nepal, 
Tibet, Sikkim, Bhutan and Manipur. 

Nidiflcation. Breeds in the Himalayas between (5,000 and 
11,000 feet from the end of June'to early September, principally 
in July and August. The nest is a neat, Well-built cup of fine 
grasses, roots, weed-stems and fibre, sometimes mixed externally 
with a little moss and well lined with wool, hair and feathers. 
It may be placed at any height between six and sixty-eight feet 
from the ground and the tree most often selected is a .Deodar 
growing in fairly thick forest. The position is always the upper- 
surface of a horizontal bough, generally concealed and well 
protected from rain bv overhanging foliage. They seem to breed 
in company, for Dodsworth records finding five and four nests 
respectively on two occasions within a radius of fifteen yards. 
The eggs number four or five and in ground-colour are a clear 
greenish-white or pale sea-green, sometimes more bluish. The 
markings consist of tiny blackish specks and small dots confined 
to the larger end, where they sometimes form an indefinite ring. 
Eighty eggs average 18*7 X 13*7 mm.: maxima 19’9xl50 mm.; 
minima i.7‘2 x 13*9 and 17*3x131 mm. 

Habits. Dodsworth has given an excellent and exhaustive 
account of this bird in the Bombay Natural History Journal (xxi. 
p. 1075, 1012). According to him they are gregarious, wandering 
about the well-wooded hillsides, feeding on various seeds and 
berries, especially those of the Sunflower when ripe. The note 
uttered by the cock is a loud “ beez,” but both sexes keep up a 
constant twittering, uttered even when they move from tree to 
tree with their swift but undulating flight. 





(1090) Hypacanthis spinoides ambiguus. 

The Yunnajs Greenfinch. 

Sennits anibiyuw Oust., Bull. Mus. Paris, 1890, p. 180 (Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Himalayan Greenfinch but very 
much darker every where ; the forehead is never yellow, the crown 
and bead are almost or quite black ; the upper plumage is darker 
and greener with only a wash of yellow on tile rump ; the lower 
parts are olive-green washed with bright yellowon tin* breast and 
abdomen and the pale parts of the tail are bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown to dark brown ; bill pinkish- 
brown, bone-grey, pale grey brown, the base and lower mandible 
palest; legs pale fleshy-brown to grey-brown or dull brown 
(Forrest J . P. Cool;)* 

VOL. HI. M 
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Measurements. Wing 77 to 81 mm.; tail 47 to 50 mm.; 
tarsus about 14 min.; culinen about 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Shan States, Yunnan to Szechuan. 

Nidification. The late Mr. J. P. Cook took a nest ot‘ this 
species at Kaltiw, Shan States, on the 7th of July. He describes 
it ms made of dry pine-needles and moss, lined sparingly with wool 
and feathers, but so loosely built that it came to pieces in his hand 
on removal. It was placed, well concealed, in the head of a pine¬ 
sapling six feet from the ground, close to his house. The four 
eggs are pale greenish-blue, sparingly spotted with black at the 
larger end, with one or two hair-like streaks. They measure from 
17*9 x 13*3 to 190 x 14'0 mm. 

Habits. Forrest found this bird common in Yunnan between 
9,000 and 12,000 feet in pine-forests but Mr. Cook obtained it at 
much lower elevations in the Shan States. 



Genus CHRYSOMITRIS. 

Chrysomitris Buie, Isis, 1828, p. 322. 

Type, Chrysomitris spinus Linn. 

The genus Chrysomitris contains the Siskins, small birds of 
green plumage closely allied to the Linnets. In this genus the 
bill is small and very sharply pointed ; the tail is slightly forked ; 
the wing is long and pointed, the first or second primary being 
the longest, 1 he sexes differ in colour, the female being streaked. 


(1091) Chrysomitris thibetana. 

The Tibetan Siskin. 

Chrysomitris thibetana Hume, Ibis, 1872, p. 107 (Sikkim). 
Chrysomitris tibelanci. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 232. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores, a patch under the eye, an ill-defined 
supereilium reaching to the neck and meeting a still more weakly- 
defined collar bright yellow; upper plumage and wing-coverts 
olive yellow-green, the back and scapulars faintly streaked with 
dark brown, sometimes hardly visible; rump brighter and more 
o.v ; tail dark brown, the feathers edged outwardly with olive- 
vellow ^greater wing-coverts and quills dark brown, edged with 
olive yellow, most broadly so on the inner secondaries ; under- 

flanks ° P T, e ? w ’ w f bed , witl ’ oliv e on the sides of the neck and 
nai as, axillanes and under wing-coverts yellowish white 

“ ft pane - ' w " > ™ I *** 1 g'ey i leg. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 to 125 mm.; wing 69 

*° 43 .. »» - >< JL. 
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Female. Similar to the male but paler aud duller; the upper 
parts are streaked practically throughout with dark brown and 
the lower the same except on the throat and upper breast. 

Young birds are like the female but more extensively streaked. 
The abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts are more white and less 
yellow. 

Distribution. Sikkim and Tibet. 

Nidification. Very little known. Whyinper's and Ward's 
collectors procured one nest in Ladakh, and Masson and Macdonald 
obtained nests and eggs for me in Native Sikkim at about 
14,000 feet. The>e vary from those of llypacanthis s . spinoiclcs 
in being rather smaller, the eggs being about 18’Ox 13*3 mm. 

Habits. Apparently a bird of very high elevations, even in 
Winter nob venturing far below the snow-line. It frequents thin 
forest and open hillsides, feeding on grass- and other seeds aud 
berries. 


Genus FRINGILLA. 


Fringilla Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 179 (1758). 

Type, Fring ilia ccelebs Linn. 

The genus Fringilla contains the typical Finches such as the 
Chaffinch and Brambling. In this genus the plumage is of many 
colours* and the Summer and Winter plumages are very different 
owing to abrasion of the coloured edges to the feathers. The bill 
is long and straight, except at the tip, and fairly stout. The tail 
is very slightly forked and the wings long with the second, or 
second and third, primary longest. 


Key to Species . 


A. Rump green 

B. Rump white 


F. ccolebs, ]>. 163. 

F. montifringilla, p. 164, 


(109:2) Fringilla ccelebs coelebs. 

The Chaffinch. 

lying ilia Calebs L inn., Syat. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 179 (1758) (Swedeu). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Forehead black; crown, nape and 
neck dark blue-grey, or slaty-blue; mantle chestnut-brown, the 
bases of the feathers grey and sometimes showing through ; low er 
back and rump dark grass-green; upper tail-coverts and central 
tail-feathers ashy blue-grey; remaining tail-feathers black, the 
outermost almost entirely white on the inner web and the one next 
it with a large diagonal patch of white; lesser and median wing- 
coverts white; greater coverts black, tipped with white; primaries 
black, edged with pale yellow and with a white patch at the base 
of all but the first three : secondaries black, the outer edged with 
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yellow on the terminal two-thirds, the inner broadly edged with 
white throughout and the innermost with light brown; lores, 
eyebrows and cheeks deep vinous-red, chin, throat, breast and 
flanks the same but a little paler; centre of abdomen, vent and 
under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill fleshy-brown, or fleshy- 
grey to slaty-blue; legs and feet fleshy-brown, pale horny-brown 
to brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 78 to 
90 mm.; tail 57 to 65 mm.; tarsus 15 to 18 mm.; c ill men 11 to 
13 min. 

Female. Head, neck, scapulars and back dull chestnut-brown 
washed with green; rump, upper tail-coverts and tail as in tin; 
male ; lesser wing-coverts ashy grey-brown, median coverts white ; 
greater coverts dark brown with white tips, quills as in the male 
but browner; sides of the head and ear-coverts oohraceous-brown, 
faintly white-shafted; chin, throat, and upper breast ashy-brown, 
becoming more a smoky-brown on the lower breast and flanks and 
whitish on the centre of the abdomen ; vent and under tail-coverts 
white. 

Male in Winter. Upper parts much duller owing to the feathers 
being edged with greyish. 

Nestlings are like the adult female but very dull in all their 
colours. * , 

Distribution. I ractically the whole of Europe, the whole oi 
Northern Asia to East Siberia; Palestine, Asia Minor, Trans 
caspia, lurkestan, Persia, Tian Schan and once in India. 

Nidification. The Chaffinch breeds during April, May and 
June, building a beautiful little cup-shaped nest of moss and 
lichen, more or less mixed with grass, roots, etc., very neatly lined 
with hair and sometimes a little thistle-down. Outside it is 
always finished off with lichen, spiders’* webs and egg-bags and 
green moss. It may be placed in any hedge, small tree or 
hawthorn. The eggs number four or five and Lave a dull pale 
pud; or olive ground-colour, marked with blotches and spots of 
purple-red or purple-brown. One hundred eggs average 19*3x 
14*6 

Habits. This bird has once occurred in India, a specimen having 
been obtained by Cap*; C. II. T. Whitehead at Hangu, 25 miles 
north of Kohat. 


(1093) Fringilla montifringilla. 

The E ra muling. 

$ ring Ml a montifringilla Liim., Syst. Nat,.. 10th ed. i, p. 179 (1758) 
(Sweden) ; Jilonf. & Oates, ii, p. 236. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. —Adult male. Sides of head and neck. crow n, nape. 
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neck and back black; rump and upper tail-coverts white in the 
■centre, black at the sides ; tail black, margined narrowly with white, 
the white extending on the outermost feathers to the inner web 
on the basal half; lesser wing-coverts and scapulars bright rufous; 
visible median wing-coverts white, greater coverts black, tipped 
with white or pale rufous ; quills black, edged with whitish yellow 
and with a white patch at the base of all but the first three : inner 
secondaries edged with rufous; chin, throat and breast orange- 
riit'oiis; flanks buffy-rufous or huffy-white, more or less spotted 
with black; abdomen white; under tail-coverts white tinged with 
rufous; axillaries and under wing-coverts pale yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill black or horny-black in 
the breeding-season, horny-yellow v\ifch darker tip and culmen in 
Winter; legs ajpL feet fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 mm.; wing 89 to 
94 mm.; tail 63 to 66 mm.; tarsus 18 to 19 mm.; culmen about 
12 to 13 mm. 



Fig. 4iX —- Head of F. mon 1 ifring'dla . 


Female. Head, neck and back blackish, each feather with a 
broad rufous fringe; rump and shorter upper tail-coverts white; 
longer tail-coverts brown, edged with olive-rufous; tail as in the 
male; wings brown instead of black, the edges to the primaries 
more yellow and the innermost secondaries very broadly edged 
with rufous; sides of the head dull vinous-rufous; chin almost 
white; underparts as in the male but much paler. 

The female is decidedlv smaller than the male; wing 83 to 
•89 mm. 

Male in Winter, lias all the feathers of the upper parts 
broadly edged with rufous-grey and the edges to the wing-feathers 
also much broader and more rufous. In this stage the male is 
much more like the female. 

Young birds differ from the female in having the abdomen and 
rump much more yellowish ; the median and greater coverts are 
dark brown with buff tips. 

Nestling in down white. 

Distribution. Breeds throughout Northern Europe and Asia 
from Norway to Kamschatka. in Winter South to the greater 
part of Southern tfurope; Central Asia to North-West India, 
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Tibet and the greater part of North and Central China, East to 
Japan. 

Nidification. Breeds in Northern Europe and North-West Asia 
from late May to the middle of June, making a nest which is a 
large, rather untidy edition of that of the Chaffinch. The eggs, 
five to eight in number, are like those of the Chaffinch but even 
more varied. “One hundred eggs average 19*5 x 14**3 mm.' 7 
( Witherby). 

Habits. Frequents both open bush-covered hillsides and the 
outskirts and thinner parts of birch- and pine-woods. In Winter 
migrates South in enormous flocks and also extends from the 
Scandinavian countries West to England and Western Europe. 
It feeds on seeds and berries and in Autumn very largely on beech¬ 
nuts. 


Genus GYMNORIS. 

Gymnoris Hodgson in Gray's Zool. Misc., p. 84 (1844). 

Type, Gymnoris jlav icollis = xanthocollis Burton. 

The genus Gymnoris is somewhat intermediate between the 
true I inches and the Sparrows bur is nearer’ the latter. It 
differs, however, in its more slender, well-curved bill and in not 
having a colour-pattern on the wings. Like the true Sparrows it 
has an Autumnal moult and the young are less downy than those 
of the true Finches. 

Gymnoris xanthocollis. 

Key to Species. 

A. Much darker; lesser wing-coverts deep 

chestnut . G. x. xanthocollis , p. 166. 

B. Much paler; lesser wing-coverts brick-red. G. x. transfiiga, p. 168 . 


(1094) Gymnoris xanthocollis xanthocollis. 

The Yellow-throated Sparrow'. 

Fringilla xanthocollis Burton, Oat. B. Mus. Fort Pitt, Chatham, 
p. 23 (1838) (Bengal). 

Gymnorhis jlaoicollis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 235. 

Vernacular names, liaji, Jungli-churi (Hind.); Adavi-pichihe , 
Konde-p/chdce , Cher idea-pich ihe (Tel.). 

Description. — Adult male. Whole upper plumage light earth- 
brown, a little paler on the rump and upper tail-coverts and 
darker on the wing- and tail-feathers; lesser wing-coverts dark 
chestnut, median coverts tipped with white and greater coverts 
and inner secondaries with white or pale buff; primaries, outer 
secondaries and tail-feathers very narrowly edged \yith buff or 
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rufous-buff; chin nearly white, a pateli of bright yellow on the 
throat; remainder of lower plumage pale ashy-brown, the centre 
of the abdomen whitish and the under tail-coverts pure white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill all black when 
breeding; brown above at other times in the male and always in 
the female, paler yellowish or livid white below; legs and feet 
greyish- or greenish-plumbeous. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 78 to 83 mm.; 
tail 49 to 54 mm.; tarsus about 17 mm.; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 

Female like the male but the yellow throat-spot pale or 
wanting and the wing-patch duller and more brick-red. 

Young birds are like the female but have no throat-spot at all 
and no wing-patch. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of India excluding the area 
of the next form in Sind and the North-West Frontier. It occurs 
in Ceylon and also in the Himalayas up to about 4,000 feet ; in 
Bengal it is not rare in the West but is seldom if ever met with 
East of Rnjmehal. I have never seen it in Assam. Sir S. M. 
Robinson records this bird as breeding in the Shan States at 
Kalau. The bird was shot ami identified by him. 



Fig. 41.—Head of G. manthocollis. 


Nidification. This little Sparrow breeds principally in April 
throughout its range but continues through J\1 ay and sometimes 
into June. They make their nests of grass but often mix this 
with leaves, wool, hair, fur or any other rubbish, though the 
lining seems to be always of feathers. They place them in holes 
of trees, either natural or made by Woodpeckers and Barbets. 
Betham, however, found that in Poona the favourite site was a 
lamp-post. The eggs, three or four in nurhbei*, are like small eggs 
of the House-Sparrow. The ground is white, greenish-white 
or yellowish-white, profusely marked all- over with smudges, 
blotches, spots and longitudinal streaks of dull brown, grey brown 
or sepia. Most eggs are profusely marked all over but others are 
more sparingly and boldly marked. Eggs in the same clutch often 
vary greatly but there does not seem to be invariably one egg 
different to the rest, as is the case with so many Spurrovvs. One 
hundred eggs measure barely 19*0 x 13*9 mm.: maxima 211 x 
14*2 and 2(M) X 15 0 mm.; minima 16*0 x 12'9 mm. As a whole 
they are very dingy, glossless eggs. 
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Habits. This bird, although so aberrant in the shape of its 
bill, is in all other respects a typical Tree-Sparrow. Though, not 
gregarious in the true sense of the word, it is intensely sociable 
and numbers may be found feeding, roosting, fight ing and even 
nesting together. It ascends the hills of South India and the 
Himalayas up to some 4,000 feet and appears to be resident 
wherever found, except in the Punjab, where Whistler reports it 
as a summer visitor, arriving in March and April and leaving in 
September. Dewar and Currie also say that it is absent from 
Lahore from October to March. It is probable, however, that 
these movements are very local; on the other hand, the birds which 
move do so in (locks, which certainly presumes a regular migration. 


(1095) Gymnoris xanthocollis transfuga. 

The Sind Yellow-throated Sparrow. 

Gymnoris flavicoUis transfuga Hartert, Vog. Pal., i, p. 145 (1903) 
(Baluchistan). 

Vernacular names. Raji, Jungli-churi (Hind.). 

Description. Differs from G. x. xanthocollis in being much paler; 
above a sandy, ashy-brown and below a paler grey; the wing-spot 
is duller, more a brick-red than a chestnut and the yellow of the 
throat is also paler. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. About the same as in the preceding bird. 
Wing 78 to 84 mm. 

Distribution. Persia and Persian Mesopotamia, Afghanistan, 
Baluchistan, Sind to Cutch, and possibly the Western part of the 
Punjab, where the two races meet. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding bird, whilst the 
eggs are indistinguishable from those of that race. Owing to the 
lack of trees the Sind Yellow-throated Sparrow builds more in 
holes in buildings or, like those found by Betham in Poona, in the 
hollows of lamp-posts. 

Habits. Those of the Common Yellow-throated Sparrow. 


Genus PASSER. 

Passer Brisaon, Orn., i, p. 36 (1760). 

Type, Paster domesticity Linn. 

The genus Passer contains the true Sparrows which are well 
represented over the greater part of the Old World. In the 
genus, as restricted by Oates, both sexes exhibit a double half 
hour-glass shaped rufous patch on the base of the primaries; the 
bill is short and stout and the culmen slightly curved. 
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Key to Species. 


A. Back streaked with black. 

a. No supercilium. 

a 1 . Crown of head ashy-grey. 

a". Chin, throat and whole breast 

black . 

b”. Chin and upper throat only 

black . 

b'. Crown of head red or rufous. 

c". Chin, throat and breast black.. 

• d". Chin and throat only black. 

a 3 . A black patch on ear-coverts. 
b \ No black patch ou ear-coverts. 

b. A supercilium. 

c'. Lower plumage more or less 

streaked ... 

d\ Lower plumage unstreaked. 
e". No yellow ou lower plumage. 

c 3 . Ear-coverts white. 

d 3 . Ear-coverts grey . 

f". Lower plumage decidedly yel¬ 
low . 

B. No black streaks on back. 


P. domesticusy , p. 169. 

P. pi/rrhonotuSy c?,p. 174. 
P. hisjpaniolensisy <5, p. H5. 

]\ muutamtSy p. 176. 

P. rutilons , <3> p* 179. 


P. hitpaniolcmisy 2 , p- 175. 


P. domesticuSy J , p. 169. 
P. pyrvhonotus, £ , p. 174. 

P. rutilans, 2, p. 179. 

P. JlaveoluSy p. 182. 


Passer domesticus. 

Frinyilla domestioa Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 186 (1758). 

Type-locality: Sweden. 

Differs from our Indian forms in being rather larger and in not 
having such pure white ear-coverts and underparts. 

The type of Passer indicus is in the Tring Museum, a specimen 
given by Selby to Jardine. This is a bird of the rather pale Indian 
race found from Sind and Cutch to the extreme North-West and 
is not of the smaller dedp red type found in South India, Burma, 
etc. or of the larger deep red breeding birds of the Himalayas. 
The plate given in JaVdineand Selby’s ‘Illustrations of Ornithology/ 
on the other hand, depicts an exceptionally deep red bird, 
evidently drawn and painted from a specimen procured from a 
district other than that whence the actual type came*. 

There are three well-marked races of House-Sparrows found in 
India: the typical form (not that shown in Jardine & Selby’s 
plate) breeding in the driest portions of the Empire on the West, 
North-West, and West Central areas, a second breeding in the 
Himalayas and Tibet between 5,000 and 17,000 feet, and a third 
inhabiting South India, East India, Assam, Buyma, etc. 


* Mr. N. B. Kinnear informs mo thar the bird from which the painting was 
made was given by Atherton to Selby and is mentioned by him in a letter to 
the latter. It was taken by him in bangalore. The original letter is now in 
the British Museum. 











Keif to Subspecies. 


A. Chestnut paler, black stripes more 
narrow; white wing-patch not con¬ 
spicuous .. 

-B. Chestnut deeper, black stripes bolder 
and broader; white wing-patch very 
conspicuous. 

a. Larger; wing $ 76 to 81 mm. 

b. Smaller; wing S 69 to 74 mm. 

C. Paler above, generally with a more 

distinct supercilium . 

D. Darker above, generally with an in¬ 

distinct supercilium. 

c. Larger; wing 76 to 76 mm. 

d. Smaller; wing 65 to 72 mm. 


P. d. indicus , S', p. 170. 


P d. park ini, S', p. 176. 
P. d. confucius, S', p. 172. 

P. d. indicus, 5, p. 171. 


P. d.parJcini, $ , p. 173. 

P. d. confucius , p. 172. 



(1096) Passer domesticus indicus. 

The Indian J-Iouse-Spakeow. 

Passer indicus Jard. & Selby, IU. Orn. iii, p. 118, 1831 (Continental 
India, restricted to Karachi, Sind). 

Passer domesticus. Illanf. & Oates, ii, p. 236. 

Vernacular names. Oouriya (Hind, in the North); Churi, 
Klias Ohuri (Hind, in the South). 



Fig. 42.—Head of P. <k indicus . 


Description.—Male. Lores, feathers next to the bill and round 
the eye black; forehead, crown and nape ashy -grey ; a streak 
iron) behind the eye, running down the sides of the neck, over 
and behind the ear-coverts chestnut, seldom very marked in this ' 
race, and with ashy-grey tips obscuring the chestnut; back and 
scapulars chestnut, the outer webs more or less margined with 
fulvoii8 and the inner webs with broad central streaks of black; 
rump and upper tail-coverts ashy-grey, the longest coverts browner 
and wit h black shaft-stripes ; tail brown, edged with fulvous ; lesser 
wing-coverts dark chestnut: median wing-coverts brown at the 
lase, white tinged with buff or fulvous on the visible portions, 
greater coverts chestnut with fulvous edges and concealed black 
centres; primaries dark brown, edged with chestnut-fulvous. 
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broader at the base, forming a definite patch, inner secondaries 
black with broad chestnut-fulvous edges; chin, throat and 
centre of breast black, in fresh plumage edged with white 
cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of the neck white; remainder of 
lower plumage white, tinged with fulvous-ashy. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black during the 
breeding season, pale yellowish-horn in the non-breeding season ; 
legs and feet pale brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.; wing, 70 to 
79 mm., $ 70 to 76 mm.; tail 52 to 56 mm.; tarsus 17 to- 
19 mm.; culmen 11 to 13 mm. 

In Summer after the feathers become abraded the upper parts 
become more chestnut, though never so much as in the two 
following races, and the black of the throat and breast rather 
more extensive and purer with no white edges. 

Female. Head above, upper back, rump and extreme upper 
tail-coverts ashy grey-brown ; back and scapulars fulvous-rufous 
with broad black streaks ; tail brown edged fulvous; lesser wing- 
coverts chestnut-brown; median black, broadly tipped with 
fulvous-white; greater coverts black, edged and tipped with 
rufous-white, quills blackish-brown, edged with fulvous ; a pale 
rufous-white, or fulvous, supereilium to the nape; lores and 
round the eye whitish; a patch behind the eye dark brown; 
whole lower plumage fulvous ashy-white, often a little darker- 
on the breast and flanks. 

Distribution. Eoughly the area of this Sparrow may be taken 
as Kathiawar, Cutch, Sind, Baluchistan, Punjab and North- 
West Frontier Provinces to Gilgit; Rajputana, the United 
Provinces, Northern Central India into Bihar and Chota Nagpur. 
Outside India this bird is found in Western Persia, Mesopotamia,. 
Southern Arabia to Transcaspia. The Northern and Eastern 
Persian forms, judging from their eggs, seem very large and are 
possibly more nearly allied to parkini but material for com¬ 
parison is wanting. The North-Western Sparrow ascends the 
Himalayas to some height and is found at Simla and other hill- 
stations, though probably not indigenous to these places. 

Nidification. The nesting of the House-Sparrow is too well 
known to need much description. It builds its untidy nest of 
grass, thatch, straw and other oddments, lined with feathers, 
in any hole in almost any position, house, tree, wall or well,, 
sometimes even it makes a large ball-like nest in trees. Jn 
Persia, where trees are scarce, it builds often in low bushes. The 
eggs vary from three to six, occasionally seven or eight, and 
have a white or greenish-white ground-colour. The markings, 
generally very profuse, are of some shade of grey-brown, brown 
or greenish-grey brown often scattered profusely (Her the whole 
egg, sometimes more scanty and bolder in type and conlined 
principally to the larger end. One hundred Indian eggs average 
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20*6 x 14*9 mm. and one hundred Persian eggs 21*3 x 15*4 mm.: 
maxima 23*0x16*0 and 21*3x 16*4 nnn.; rliinima 16*6x14*4 
and 20*0 x 14*1 mm. 4he breeding-season seems to be principally 
March and April but Doig says they breed every month of 
the year in Sind .whilst Ticehurst thinks they breed there from 
March to October. In the hills they breed from May to July 
or later.. . 

Habits. Where man is to be found, there the Sparrow will be 
found also and when mankind breaks new ground in forest, 
swamp or desert, the Sparrow will follow in his steps and make 
what he can out of him and at the same time do his best to oust 
others of his own genus who may be indigenous to the place. 
In India, as in England, his conceit is overweening, his pugnacity 
great and his good qualities negligible. He loves, society, chiefly 
that lie may have a good scrap whenever he so desires. He 
imagines he can sing but has no voice and even his own wife gets 
intensely bored with his pertinacity and monotony. Finally he 
is very greedy and often seeks for his. food in most unsavoury 
places. 

(1097) Passer domesticus confucius. 

The Burmese House-Sparrow. 

Passer oonfucius Bonaparte, Notes Orn. Coll. Delattre, p. 14 (1854) 
(China in errore ; Rangoon). 

Passer domesticus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 236 (part). 

Vernacular names. CJiuri and Khas Churi (Hind, in the 
South); Uri-picJiike (Tel.) ; Aclilci-lam-kuravi (Tam.) ; Charm or 
Chata (Beng.); Giriya-sorai (Assam). 

Description. Similar to the last but much deeper chestnut 
above and with the deep chestnut post-ocular stripe broader, 
purer and produced further down the sides of the neck; the 
black on the breast is more extensive and, generally, the wing- 
patch is more extensive and a purer white. The females are 
darker above and on the whole greyer and not so fulvous in tint. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.: wing, $ 
b9 to 74 mm., 9 65 to 72 mm.; Nepal and Sikkim birds are 
bigger,. /2 to 78mm., intermediate between this form and 
park mi. These are probably all birds of considerable elevation. 

Distribution. Ceylon, India South and East of the range of 
P. r, tadieus, Assam, Burma East to Karenni and South to 
Moulmein. Oates records it from Cochin China but I do not 
know on whan authority. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding race. One 
hundred eggs average 20*7 x 14-8 mm. : maxima 23*0 X 15*0 and 


PASSER. 


173 


20*3 x 15*5 mm.; minima 17*8x14-8 and 19*0 x 13*8 mm. The 
breeding-season is from April to July but nests may be found 
in any month of the year and many birds have three or even 
more broods. * 

Habits. Those of the species. Like all House-Sparrows, 
wherever it goes it bullies and turns out the Tree-Sparrow or 
Cinnamon Sparrow from the haunts of man. It usurps their 
nesting-places, takes their food and by sheer persistence finally 
establishes itself in their place. 

; * , t 

(109S) Passer domesticus parkini. 

The Kashmir House-Sparrow. 

Pdssev domesticus parkini Whistler, Bull. B. 0. C., xli, p. 13 (1920) 
(Srinagar). 

Passey domesticus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 230 (part). 

Vernacular names. Gouriya (Hind.). 

Description. Very similar to l\ d . confucius but decidedly 
bigger. The chestnut on the male is even deeper on the wings 
and the black on the breast is generally more extensive. The 
females are decidedly darker and more smoky-grey below. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing, 70 to 82 mm.; $ 73 to 70 mm. 

Distribution. Kashmir, Ladakh and Tibet, wandering exten¬ 
sively in winter, at which season specimens have been obtained 
over the greater part of North-AVest India, Baluchistan, Kandahar 
and South Persia. Birds from Nepal and Sikkim are inter¬ 
mediate and more breeding specimens are needed before one 
can definitely ascertain what are resident breeding birds and 
what are merely casual visitors. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the other races, breeding in 
practically every house of every village in Ladakh, Kashmir and 
Eastern Tibet between 5,000 and 15,000 feet. It breeds in 
the lower hills between April and July, often having second or 
even third broods up to September. In the higher mountains 
the season is more restricted, eggs being laid from June to 
August. Sixty eggs average 21*3 x 15*2 in pi.: maxima 22 6 x 15*3 
and 22*0 x 15*6 mm.; minima 20*0 X 14*6 and 22*0 x 14 5 mm. 

Habits. Like those of the species but vast numbers of these 
birds migrate in autumn to the plains of Sind and North-West 
India. At the same time Osmaston shows that a great number 
of birds remain in Kashmir throughout the winter and there is 
certainly no great, migration of Sparrows into the lower hills 
and adjacent plains of the United Provinces and Bihar. 
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(1099) Passer pyrrhonotus. 

The Sind Juggle-Sparrow. 

Passer pyrrhonotus Blyth. J. A. S. B.,*xiii, p. 946 (1844) (Sind); 

Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 238. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Upper plumage, wings and tail practically 
identically the same as in Passer domesticus indicus ; the ear- 
•coverts are more grey, the posterior coverts often being quite a 
dark grey ; the black below is confined to the chin and throat 
and never extends to the breast; the rest of the lower plumage 
s pale ashy, purer white on the centre of the abdomen and under 
tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; “ bill in Winter dark 
brown above, yellow-brown below ; bill in Summer black ; legs 
and feet brownish ” ( Ticehurst ). 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm.; wing 65 to 
•68 mm. ; tail 50 to 53 mm. ; tarsus about 16 to 17 mm.; culmen 
about 11 mm. 

Female. Differs from that of P. d. indicus only in size. 
Distribution. Sind and Punjab. 

Nidification. The Sind Jungle-Sparrow breeds wherever found, 
making a large untidy nest of tamarisk twigs and grass, densely 
lined with feathers and with the entrance near the top. It is 
placed in tamarisk or other bushes and on the upper branches of 
Acacias growing in or close to water. The eggs number two to 
four and are small dull replicas of those of the Common House- 
Sparrow, very dingy and dark on an average and without any 
o-loss. Thirty eggs average 18*1 x 13-2 mm. : maxima 19 0 x 13*1 
nnd 17*7x14 0 mm.; minima 16 2 X 13*3 and 16*5x12*9 mm. 
In Sind it breeds principally in April and May. Currie and 
A. E Jones found nests with eggs near Lahore in May, June and 
Au£us1 and Whistler saw nests at Jhang in September. It almost 
•certainly has two broods in the year. 

Habits. This lifcrJe Sparrow is essentially a frequenter of river- 
banks. lakes and swamps and is never found at any great distance 
from water. It is not a House-Sparrow and does not haunt 
buildings unless well surrounded by cover, keeping to Tamarisk-, 
Acaeia-^and grass-jungle. It is rather shv, avoiding observation 
unless that is quietly conducted and retreats into the thick lower 
grasses and bushes when disturbed. It lives almost entirely 
on seeds and its note is said to be a low, soft edition of that 
of the Common House-Sparrow. It is very sociable, generally 
collecting in Hocks from half a dozen or so to some twenty 
or thirty and even during the breeding-season they keep close 
together. 
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Passer hispaniolensis. 

Fringilla hispaniolensis Temm,, Man. d’Orn., p. 353 (1820). 

Type-locality : Gibraltar. 

Our Indian form transcaspicus differs in being rather paler and 
in having a shorter bill. 

(1100) Passer hispaniolensis transcaspicus. 

Tscjliusi’s Sparrow. 

Passer hispanioletisis transcaspicus Tschusi, Orn. Jahrb., 1903, p. 80 
(Trans-Caucasia). 

Passer hispaniolensis . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 239. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. —Male. Lores and round the eye black ; a short 
supercilium from the bill to the centre of the eye white ; crown, 
nape and neck deep chestnut ; back and scapulars bright fulvous 5 , 
each feather broadly streaked v\ith black on the inner web; rump 
fulvous-ashy with obsolete dark centres ; tail dark brown, edged 
with fulvous ; lesser wing-coverts deep chestnut ; median wing- 
coverts fulvous- white with concealed black bases ; greater coverts 
chestnut-fulvous, paler at the tips and with broad black centres ; 
quills black, all but the first primary edged fulvous and with the 
usual broader Sparrow-patch at the base of the iuner primaries ; 
ear-coverts and sides of neck white ; chin, centre of throat and 
fore-neck and whole breast black; Hanks white, boldly streaked 
with black ; centre of abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts white, 
generally tinged with fulvous; thighs white and black ; axillaries 
and under tail-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill in Summer black; in 
Winter horny-brown, yellowish below and at the base ; legs and 
feet horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 78 to 
84 mm.; mil 55 to 59 mm. ; tarsus about 19 to 20 mm. ; oilmen 
12 to 14 mm. 

After the autumn moult the chestnut above is fringed with 
ashy and the black throat and breast with white, in each case the 
fringes at first almost obliterating the darker colour. 

Female. Like the female ol the House-Sparrow hut with the 
under parts showing faint striations, always more definite and 
sometimes conspicuous on the breast. 

Distribution. Breeding in Trans-Caucasia, Transcuspia. East to 
Turkestan, South to Palestine, Afghanistan, Baluchistan and 
Kashmir. In Winter into Sind, Non h- West Frontier Provinces, 
Punjab and United Provinces. 

Nidification 0 Tschusi’s Sparrow breeds in great numbers in 
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Palestine, making their nests in colonies in the Eucalyptus-trees 
on the banks of streams. The nest is the usual large globular 
affair, untidy and unfinished, made of all sorts of materials and 
lined with feathers. The eggs, four to six in number, are typical 
Sparrows* eggs bnt on an average are very clean, brightly coloured 
eggs with a pure white ground and comparatively few bold specks 
and spots. One hundred eggs average 21*6 x 15*4 nun. : maxima 
23*4x15*1 and 21*2 x 162 mm.; minima 18*9x14*1 mm. The 
breeding-season appears to be April and May, some birds having 
second broods in June and July. 

Habits. This Sparrow is purely a jungle bird or a frequenter of 
orchards and groves rather than houses and other human 
buildings. In Sind, Ticehurst found it in grass-lands in the long 
u khan ” grass. It is said to have a swifter flight than the House- 
Sparrow and a shriller voice. Like all Sparrows it is a grain- and 
seed-eater, except during the breeding-season, when the young of 
ail the different species are fed on insects, caterpillars etc., the 
adults also eating these at that time together with their normal 
food. 

Passer montanus. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Smaller, wing almost invariably under 

75 mm. 

a. Rump brown or yellowish-brown _ P. m. montanus , p. 176. 

b. Rump very rufous-biwn. P. m. malaccensis , p. 177. 

Ik Larger, wing almost invariably over 

76 mm. 

c\ Much paler, especially above, rump not 


rufous. P. m. dilutus, t p. 178. 

d. Much darker, rump very decidedly 

rufous . P. m. obscuratus , p. 179. 


(1101) Passer montanus montanus. 

The Thee-Spakeow. 

Frm/illu numtana Linn., ttyst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 183 (1758) (North 
Italy). 

Passer montanus . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 240. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores and under the eye black ; forehead to nape 
dark maroon-chestnut; back and scapulars chestnut, with the 
inner webs broadly black next the shaft : rump and upper 
tail-coverts brown, with a yellowish tinge in quite freshly-moulted 
birds ; tail black, edged with pale reddish-fulvous ; lesser wing- 
coverts dark chestnut : median coverts black, broadly tipped with 
white; greater coverts black, mostly chestnut on the outer webs 
and tipped with white; quills black, edged with chestnut, with 
the usual broader patch at the base of all but the first primary ; a 
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patch of black ou the anterior ear-coverts; sides of head and neck 
white ; chin and throat black ; rest of lower plumage ashy-white, 
purest on the abdomen, darkest on the breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs pale 
fleshy-brown, the claws black; in the non-breeding season the 
bill is not so black, especially at the base and on the gonys. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 65 to 
73 mm.; tail 51 to 54 mm.; tarsus about 16 to 18 mm.; culruen 
9 to 10 mm. 

The Nestling is fulvous-brown above, with dark patches on the 
back and scapulars and no chestnut ou the head ; the lower parts, 
including chin and throat, are pale fulvous. 

Distribution. Breeding over practically the whole of Europe 
and through Northern Asia to East Siberia. In Winter wander¬ 
ing much farther South and there are two specimens in the 
British Museum Collection, obtained by Capt. C. H. T. Whitehead 
at Kobat and Peshawar, which 1 cannot distinguish from British 
birds. They were obtained in February and March, 1908. 

Nidification. The Tree-Sparrow breeds practically throughout 
Europe and North-Western Asia. It makes an untidv nest of 
grass, feathers, wool and other oddments, which it places in holes 
m trees, walls, banks, thatched roofs, deserted nesting-holes of 
Sand-Martins, etc. I have taken fresh eggs from early April 
to late June and many birds must have two broods The e^s 
number four to six and are like those of the House-Sparrow but 
darker generally less definitely spotted or blotched and with a 
rather less glossy surface. One hundred eggs average 19 5 x 
14*0 ram. (Witherby). b 

Habits, The Tree-Sparrow is not so exclusively a hanger-on to 
humanity as is the House-Sparrow and may be found both in 
woods and open cultivated country far removed from houses. In 
flight, voice, food etc., however, it closely follows its town cousin. 


(1102) Passer montanus malaccensis. 

Tnn Malay Tree-Sparrow. 

P(Lwr malacc?nms Dubois, Faun. Ill. Vert. Beige, Ok, i, p. 572* 
(lo£o) (Malacca). 

Passer montanus . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 240 (part).’ 

Vernacular names. Choto Qouriya (Hind.); Noh kra-chak ban 
(Siam); Sen dung (Manipuri). 

Description. A decidedly redder bird than the European Tree- 
Sparrow, t he ruuip being strongly tinged with rufous; below 
they are ail rather darker and, perhaps, also more tinged with 
rufous. 

Colours of soft parts as in t he preceding bird. 
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Measurements. Wing 67 to 71 mm.; tail 52 to 55 mm., 
tarsus 17 to 18 mm.; culmen about 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. The lower Himalayas from Human and Kashmir 
to Eastern Assam, the Hills of Burma and Malay Peninsula to 
Java, Sumatra and Borneo. East to Siam, Yunnan and South- 
West China. Birds from Northern China seem to be intermediate 
between montanus and malaccensis. 

Nidification. The Malay Tree-Sparrow breeds practicallythrough¬ 
out the year in the warmer parts of its range but in the hills most 
eg<rs are laid in May and June, many birds, however, having 
second broods in July and August. It frequents both light 
forest and open country and human habitations and where these 
have thatch roofs they form their favourite nesting-sites. 1 he 
nest, whether placed in a hole in tree, wall, thatch or burrow, is just 
a pad of grass, thatch and other oddments with a thick lining ot 
feathers. The eggs, four to six in the North, three to five in the 
South, are like those of the House-Sparrow except in size but 
average darker and duller in colour and have no gloss. One 
hundred eggs average 19*2x14*2 mm.: maxima 21*3 X 15*0 and 
21*2 x 15*1 mm.; minima 17*0 x 13*5 and 18*9 X 131 mm. 

Habits. The Tree-Sparrow ascends the Himalayas up to some 
7,000 feet or a little over. Stevens found it at about 7,200 feet near 
Darjiling and it probably occurs above this height in Kashmir. 
It may move vertically to some extent with the season but it is 
equally common all the year round both in the plains of Assam 
and at 6,000 feet in the hills. Until turned out by the House- 
Sparrow it keeps far more to houses than does the European 
House-Sparrow but once the House-Sparrow arrives, the Tree- 
Sparrow has to make way for it and then resorts to trees tor 
nesting, roosting and tceding. 


(1103) Passer montanus dilutus. 

The Afghan Tree-Sparrow. 

Passer montanus dilutus Richmond, Proc. IJ.S. Nat. Mus., xviii, 
P . 575 (1895) (Kashgar) 

P(User montanus . Blanf. & Oates, n, p. 240 (part). 

Vernacular names. None lecorded. 

Description. A paler bird than any of the other races ot 1 lee- 
Sparrow; the. crown and nape more vinous than maroon, the 
upper parts fulvous-chestnut rather than rufous-chestnut and the 
rump and upper tail-coverts light yellowish-brown ; below much 
paler. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Common Tree-Sparrow but the 
bill seems never to he entirely black, the base always being paler. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 83 mm. ; tail 50 to 55 mm.; 
tarsus 18 to 19 mm.; culmen about 10 to 11 mm. 
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Distribution. Turkestan, East Persia, Afghanistan, Yarkand 
and Gilgil, straggling into India along the North-West Erontier. 

Nidification and Habits. Similar to those of the Malay Tree- 
Sparrow. 


(1104) Passer montanus obscuratus. 

The Tibetan Tree-Sparrow. 

2\utser montanus obscuratus Jacobi, Abh. Ber. Mus. Tier. Dresden 
xvi, p. 32 (1923) (Szechuan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the European Tree-Sparrow but much 
larger. I. lie material in the British Museum is very poor and 
the coloration differences, if any, are hard to define. ‘ The rump 
is almost as red as in P . m. wxctlac-ccnsis. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris dark brown; bill black, gape 
yellow ; legs fleshy ” ( Walton). 1 

Measurements. Wing 76 to S 2 mm.; tail 61 to 63 mm. ; tarsus 
16 to 17 nun.; culmen about 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Tibet and Sikkim to Szechuan. A specimen 
-obtained in the Abor Hills, wing 79 mm., seems to be of this race. 

Nidification. The Tibetan Tree-Sparrow breeds from about 
10,000 feet certainly up to 15,000 feet and possibly higher It 
seems to keep even more exclusively to houses for breeding 
purposes than any of the other Tree-Sparrows, placing its nest — 
ot the usual character— in holes in the roofs and walls and on 
the rafters. Rarely it selects holes in trees and now and then it 
nests in stone boundary, walls. The eggs are of the typical 
k piiirow type and one hundred average 20 - 8x 15-1 mm.: maxima 
32-Ox 15-3 and 2i>0 x 159 mm.; minima 19-5 X13 9 mm. 

1 be breeding-season lasts from April to July, most eggs being 
laid in May and June. \ 

Habits. This Tree-Sparrow is extremely common all over 
South and East Tibet to Szechuan between 12,000and 15,000 feet; 
it occurs some two thousand feet lower, but not commonly, and 
certainly ascends to 17,000 feet, even if it does not breed at 
tins elevation. To what extent it ascends and descends in 
bummer and Winter is not known but it is undoubtedly resident 
at 12,000 feet in the Gy an tse plateau all thb year round. It has 
the usual cheerful, chirpy habits of its species with nothing special 
•calling for remark. 


Passer rutilans. 

Fling ilia rutilans Teimn., PI. Col, iii, p. 488 ( 18 & 0 ). 

Type-locality : Japan. ' 

Differs from all Indian forms in having practically no yellow on 
^he cheeks and under plumage. 
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The division of Passer rutilans into geographical races is one- 
whicli has been discussed at some length but it appears to me 
that P. r. rutilans, P. r . intensior P. r. cinnamomeus and P. ?v 
clebilis can all be maintained. These races follow exactly the 
same lines as those followed by other species divided into geo¬ 
graphical races over a similar immense area. In Yunnan and the 
surrounding countries we have a much deeper-coloured bird with 
very little yellow showing on the under plumage ; working East 
we"Obtain a paler bird, again more like the typical form except 
for the yellow under plumage and, finally, in the extreme North- 
West area we get a still paler form. The great individual 
variation owing to abrasion and bleaching renders comparison 
difficult and if such is undertaken, birds killed at the same time 
of the year must be selected. 


Key to Subspecies 

A. Lighter above and below and Suffused 

with yellow when in full plumnge. 

a. Slightly darker, especially on chest¬ 

nut parts . P. r. cinnamomeus , p. 180. 

b. Slightly paler, especially on chestnut 

parte.. P. r. debilis , p. 181. 

B. Darker both above and below; not 

much suffused with yellow . P. r. intensior , p. 182. 

(1105) Passer rutilans cinnamomeus. 

Tiib Cinnamon Tree-Sparrow. 

Pyryita cinnamomea Gould, I\ Z. S., 1835, p. 185 (Himalayas, 

Bhutan, liar ter t). 

Passer cinnamomeus* Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 240. 

Vernacular names. LaJi gonriya (Hind.); Inkwrui (Kacha 
Naga); Kany-chi-go-ma (Tibet); Sendang (Manipuri). 

Description. Male. Lores and feathers under the eye black - r 
forehead to upper tnil-coverts bright chestnut-red, the feathers of 
the back with broad black marks ou the outer webs and all with 
pale fringes which soon wear off; upper tail-coverts brown, with 
ashy-grey margins; tail dark brown, with fulvous-grey edges to 
each feather; lesser wing-coverts chestnut ; median wing-coverts 
black, broadly tipped with white; greater coverts black, broadIv 
edged with rufous and tipped paler; winglefc and primary-coverts 
black; primaries and secondaries black, edged with fulvous and 
with the usual broader patch near the base; inner secondaries 
broadly edged with rufous or fulvous-rufous; chin and throat 
black, fringed with white until this wears off; a patch on either' 
side of the throat yellow ; sides of head and rest of lower plumage 
yellowish grey, more yellow on the flanks, abdomen and vent and 
all vellow on the under tail-coverts. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black in Summer ; horny- 
brown in Winter, yellowish below; legs and feet dark reddish- 
brown or horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 130 to 140 mm.; wing 
ho to 79 mm.; tail 46 to 55 min.; tarsus 16 to 19 mm.; eulmen 
about 10 to II mm. Manipur birds are very small, wing 
<>5 to 69 mm.; Assam birds measure 69 to 72 in in. and others 
70 to 79 mm. 

Female. A broad supercilium to the nape fulvous-white; a 
dusuy line through the eye; upper plumage brown, suffused with 
rutous on t he upper tail-coverts and lesser wing-coverts ; wings 
and tail as in the male; sides of the head and whole lower 
plumage pale ashy-yellow. 

Distribution. Eastern Himalayas, Nepal, Tibet and Eastern 
Assam, North and South of the Brahmaputra ; Manipur, Northern 
Burma, West of the Irrawaddv. 

Nidification. The Cinnamon Sparrow breeds from April to 
August having at least two broods yearly. In places when there 
aie Milages without too many Tree-Sparrows to bully it its 
favourite nesting-place is a thatch roof, in which it inakes a 
tunnel for its nest It also breeds in open country and forest 
and is very loud of holes in trees in clearings in forest. The 
nest and eggs are similar to those of the Tree-Sparrows hut the 
latter are more glossy and richly coloured and, as a rule, more 
obtuse so that they look broader. One hundred eggs average 
19*2 x 14*2 mm. : maxima 21*1 x 14-1 and 19*0 x 14*8 mm , 
minima 17*0x13*0 mm. 

Habits^ Similar to those of the Tree-Sparrows. It occurs up 
o about / v> feet t hroughout its range and breeds right down to 
the toot-hills but is not common below 2,000 feet. It is often 
found in forests and jungles far from any cultivation or building 
and probably originally was a purely forest bird. Its note is 
much sweeter and softer than that of any of the other Sparrows 
und it has quite an effective little chattering song which it repeats, 
sitting perched high up on the topmost bough of some forest 
giant, ft is not gregarious during any part of the year and its 
flight is swifter and more direct than that of the Tree-Sparrows. 


(1106) Passer rutilans debilis. 

The Kashmir Cinnamon Sparrow. 

Passer rtdilans deliiis Hartert. Vog. Pul., i, p. 163 (1904) (Sind-Tal 
in Kashmir). 

Passer cinnatnomeus . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 240 (part). 

Vernacular names. Lali gouriya (Hind.). 

Description. Rather paler in both sexes and more 1 decidedly 
yellow on the under plumage of the male. 
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Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 70 to 75 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of the North-West Himalayas to 
Kuman and Garhwal. 

Nidification and Habits. Similar to those of tlie preceding 
race. Forty eggs average 19*0 x 14T mm. The principal breed¬ 
ing months are April and May but many birds have second broods 
in June and July. 

(1107) Passer rutilans intensior. 

The Yunnan Cinnamon Sparrow. 

Passer rutilans intensior Rothschild, Bull. B. O. C.,xliii, p. 11 (1922) 
(Mekong Valley). 

Passer einnamomeus. Blnnf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 240 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Both sexes, but more especially the female, very 
decidedly darker than in P. r. einnamomeus and with less yellow 
on the plumage of the male. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and 
feel; dull brown ” (Forrest). 

Measurements. Wing 69 to 77 mm.; culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan and Burma, East of the Irrawaddy and 
South to Karenni. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded beyond the fact 
that Forrest obtained it in pine-forests at 8,000 to 9,000 feet. 


(1108) Passer flaveolus. 

The Pegu Housb-Sparrow. 

Passer flaveolus Blytli, J. A. 8. B., xiii, p. 940 (1844) (Pegu): Blanf. 

& Oates, ii, p. 242. 

Vernacular names. Nolc Jcra-chah pa (Siam). 

Description. — Male. Lores and around the eye black; forehead, 
crown, hind neck, rump and upper tail-coverts olive grey-green, 
brightest and yellowish on the forehead ; a broad streak from 
behind the eye over and behind the ear-coverts chestnut; back, 
scapulars and lesser wing-coverts chestnut; tail brown, with paler 
olive edges; median coverts black at the base, broadly yellow at 
the tips ; greater coverts black, broadly edged with olive-yellow; 
quills blackish brown, all but the first primary, edged with 
yellowish, the usual hasal patch to the primaries and very broad 
edges to the inner secondaries ; centre of chin and throat black ; 
posterior ear-coverts greenish ; anterior ear-coverts, sides of head 
and neck and whole lower plumage bright yellow, washed with 
olive 6n the flanks. 
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Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 69 to 
75 ram.; tail 52 to 54 mm.; tarsus about 17 min.; eulmen 
11 to 12 mm. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black in Summer, 
yellowish-horny in Winter arid always so in the female; legs and 
feet dark fleshy-brown. 

Female. Upper plumage light brown, washed with greenish- 
olive on the crown and rump ; tail brown, edged with paler whity- 
brown; lesser wing-coverts chestnut-brown; median coverts 
blackish, tipped with yellow-white; greater coverts and quills 
brown, edged with pale olive-buff; a line from the eye to the 
nape chest nut-buff; lower plumage dull oily-yellow. 

In many birds the feathers of the back and scapulars are 
streaked with dark brown. 

The Male after the moult has the chestnut feathers of the back 
fringed with olive. 

The Young bird is like the female but pale buff, Hot yellowish, 
below. 

Distribution. Burma from Arakan, the Lower Chindwin to 
Pegu and East to Siam, Annum and Cochin China. It occurs in 
the Slum States and Karenni on the East of Burma. 

Nidification. The Pegu House-Sparrow breeds from March and 
April to August and possibly in almost every month of the year- 
It makes a nest quite similar to that of ti e Tree-Sparrow, either 
iti a hole in a tree or in the thatch or walls of buildings, ’it lavs 
two to four eggs, generally three, similar to those of the Tree- 
Sparrow but, on the whole, darker and more profusely covered 
with markings. The shell is dull and glossless. Forty eggs 
average 18'4 x 13-9 mm. : maxima 210 x 14 2and 20-0 x 150 mm.; 
minima 170X129 mm. 

Habits. Very similar to those of the House-Sparrow, though it 
keeps less exclusively to human habitations. 


Genus PETRONIA. 

Petronia Kaup, Natiir. Syst., p. 158 (1829). 

Type, Petronia petronia Linn. 

The genus Petronia differs from P<tsser in having proportion¬ 
ately longer wings and a much stronger bill, but. it retains the 
typical Sparrow patch of colour at the base of the primaries. 

The sexes are alike, both having a bright patch of yellow on 
the throat. 


1S4 


ERIN 01LLI I) JE. 


/ 


7 


\ 




Petronia petronia. 

Fringillapctronia Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed., p. 322 (1766). 
Type-locality: North Italy. 

The typical form is a smaller, darker bird than that which is 
found within our limits. 


(1109) Petronia petronia intermedia. 

Tile Eastern Bock-Sparrow. 

Pctrofiia petronia intermedia Hartert, Nov. Zool., 1901, p. 324 
(Gilgit). 

Petronia stulta. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 243. 

Vernacular names. Dnok-clii (Tibet). 

Description. Forehead and sides of the crown dark brown; 
supereilium, centre of crown and nape paler buffy-brown; hind 
neck dull pale brown, grading into the surrounding parts ; back 



Fig. 43.—Head of 1\ p. intermedia. 


and scapulars pale brown, edged buff and broadly black on the 
inner webs; rump and upper tail-coverts pale brown, with faintly 
paler edges; central tail-feathers brown, deepening to blackish 
near the tip, edged ashy and with small white tips on either 
side *. outer feathers with a large patch of white at the tips of 
the inner webs ; wing-coverts and quills dark brown, edged with 
pale ashy-buff and with the usual primary patch ; a yellow patch 
on the throat; remainder of lower plumage whity-brown, boldlv 
streaked with darker brown on the Hanks and obsoletely 
elsewhere. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown : bill black in the male in the 
breeding-season, dark horny-brown above, pale yellowish-brown 
below in Winter; legs and feet yellowish-brown to brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; wing 99 to 
104 mm.; tail 57 to 60 mm.; tarsus 18 to 19 mm.; culmen 
about 13 to 15 mm. 
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Distribution. Southern Tran seas pin and Turkestan to Persia, 
Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Gilgit, Kashmir and North-West 
Provinces of India. The few ragged skins with wings of over 
100 min. I have obtained from West and South-West Tibet 
seem also referable to this race but birds from North-East Tibet 
have been separated as Petronia p. tibetana. These are described 
us very small birds with a wing of 91 to 94 mm. (Jacobi, Abh. 
Ber. Mus. Tierkunde, Dresden, xvi, p. 32, 1923). 

Nidification. Many nests and eggs, presumed to be of this 
JRock-Sparrow, were collected for me by D. Macdonald and his 
son. The nests are just masses of straw, roots, wool or any 
other soft material handy, with a thick lining of feathers and 
they are placed in holes in rocks and cliffs, often high up, far 
out of reach. They breed in company from May to July and 
probably have two or even three broods in the year. The eggs 
vary from four to six in number and only differ from those of 
the common House-Sparrow in having a harder more glossy 
surface. One hundred eggs average 21*7x15*5 mm.; maxima 
23*4x15*8 and 21*1x16*9 mm.; minima 17*9x15*5 and 22*0 
x 14*5 mm. 

Habits. This Rock-Sparrow is a bird of bare, deserted plains 
and cliffs, though it may frequent the vicinity of villages in 
such country where there is also a little cultivation. It is found 
between 12,000 and 17,000 feet and some birds are apparently 
resident except in the highest parts during Winter. At the same 
time a good many birds wander much lower during October to 
March and it is said to be a Winter visitor only to the North- 
Western part of the Himalayas. 


Genus MONTIFRINGILLA. 

Montifi'ingilla Brehm, Isis, 1828, p. 1277. 

Type, Mont ifringOtu nivalis—Fringilla nivalis Linn. 

The name Montifringilla has been discarded by some orni¬ 
thologists on the grounds that it is a nomen nudum but Brehm 
gives the names of two birds under this genus. These birds he 
calls Montifi'ingilla nivalis Br. and Montjnngilla glacialis Br. and 
it is not until 1831 (Handb. Naturg. Yog. Deutschl. p. 270) that 
he explains that both are referable to Fringilla nivalis of Linue. 
At the same time there can be no doubt as to what bird Brehm 
referred to under the first given name of M. nivalis Br. and it 
seems therefore uuneocessary to substitute for it the name 
Vkionosjpina of Kaup (Skizz. Enterw. Natiir. iSyst., p. 139, 1829). 

Tiie genus Montifringilla is closely allied tq Petronia and Passer ; 
like those genera it has an Autumn moult and the young are 
without much down at first; the wings are comparatively longer 
than in Petronia and the bill longer and more slender. The tail 
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is quite square at the end, the daws are somewhat lengthened 
and the sexes are practically alike. 

The birds of this genus are characterized by a large amount ot 
white on both wings and tail. 

Key to Species . 


A. Lores ashy or brown, not forming a black line 

through the eye . M. nivalis , p. 186. 

B. Lores black, forming a mask in front of 

the eye. 

a. Throat white. [p. 188. 

a 1 . No rufous on sides of neck. M. taczanowskii , 

b x . Sides of neck rufous. M. ruficollis , p. 189. 

b. Throat black . M. blanfordi , p. 190. 


Montifringilla nivalis. 

The Snow-Finch. 

FrinyiUa nivalis Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed., p. 321 (1766). 
Type-locality: Switzerland. 

Differs from our Indian forms in having the head grey instead 
of brown at all seasons of the year. 

Key to Subspecies. 


A. Head grey. M.n. nivalis. 

13. Head and neck brown. 

a. Lesser and median wing-coverts all 

white . M.n. alpicola , p. 186. 

b. Lesser and median wing-coverts all 

brown or merely tipped with white. M. n. adamsi , p. 187. 


(1110) Montifringilla nivalis alpicola. 

The Caucasian Snow-Finch or Pallas's Snow-Finch. 

Passer alpicola Pall., Zuogr. Rosso-Asiat., ii, p. 20 (1831) 
(Caucasia). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male . Whole upper plumage brown, the head 
generally a trifle more greyish, back with dark centres ; upper 
tail-coverts white on the outside, black in the centre ; central 
tail-feathers black, with narrow fulvous edges, the next pair black 
at base and tip, white elsewhere, other tail-feathers white, with 
black tips; lesser and median coverts white; greater coverts 
brown, tipped white; primaries black, edged with fulvous; outer 
secondaries white, inner secondaries brown, edged and tipped 
with white : chin and throat black ; remainder of plumage below, 
under wing-coverts and axillaries white. 
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In Fresh plumage the black throat is almost hidden by the white 
fringes to the feathers. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black in the breeding- 
season, horny-yellow to orange-yellow in Winter; legs, feet and 
claws black. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm.; wing 114 to 
122 mm.; tail 71 to 85 mm.; tarsus about 22 mm.; culmen 
about 14 to 15 min. 

Female. Similar to the male, perhaps a little duller and, 
apparently, never with so wide an extent of black throat. 

Distribution. Caucasus, Persia, East Turkestan to Afghanistan. 
This was almost certainly the form seen by Whitehead in Chitral. 

Nidification. The Caucasian Snow-Pinch breeds during Juue 
and July, making a nest of tine and coarse grasses lined with 
feathers, which it places in a chamber at the end of a rat or other 
burrow, or else in a heap of stones or a hole in a stone wall. The 
eggs, three or four in number, are pure white and measure 
about 24*5 x 16*4 mm. 

Habits. This Snow-Finch is an inhabitant of rocky, bare lulls 
and desert at altitudes between 10,000 and 14,000 feet but 13 
said to descend t.o about 3,000 feet, in Winter. Whitehead met 
with it at about 11,000 feet on the Chitral mountains. 

(HU) Montifringilla nivalis adamsi. 

The Tibet Snow-Finch. 

Montifrinyilla adamsi Adams, 1\ Z. S., 1858, p. 482 (Ladakh); 

Blauf. & Oates, i*, p. 240. 

Vernacular names. Richi-kya-shok (Tibet). 

Description. Above paler and duller than Pallas’s Snow-Finch; 
below darker and mor$ fulvous ; the black throat is nearly always 
concealed by the pale fringes ; the lesser and median coverts are 
brown and the greater an* brown tipped with white; the outer 
secondaries have brawn on the outer webs nnd broad brown 
bases; the tail-feathers have broader brown tips. 

Colours of soft parts as in Pallas’s Snow-Finch. 

Measurements. Wing 102 to 113 mjn.; tail 61 to 70 mm.; 
tarsus about 22 mm.; culmen 12 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Kashmir from Gilgifc to Kuman, Garhwal, Nepal, 
Sikkim and Tibet. 

Nidification. Breeds throughout its range in suitable localities 
between 12,000 and 15,000 feet. The nes,t is a very roughly 
made saucer of line grass stems, coarser grass and, sometimes, 
a few roots, lined either with fur or feathers, or the two mixed 
together. Adams found it breeding in the dykes or maui walls, 
raised in memory of some person of note, but a more usud place 
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is a chamber enlarged in a burrow of a mouse-hare ( Lagomys ) 
or some other burrowing animal. Occasionally the nest may be 
built inside a heap of stones or a hole in a stone wall. -The eggs 
number three or four and are pure white with a stout, compact 
but glossless shell. In shape they are most often broad ovals, 
the smaller end rather pointed. Twenty eggs averge 23*0 x 
16*5 mm.: maxima 25*5x10*0 and 24*8x17*0 mm.; minima 
■21*6x16*0 mm. 

The breeding-season lasts during May, June and July. 

Habits. Like the other Snow-Finches the Tibetan race is 
found on the barest, most rocky plateaus and hills It keeps 
almost entirely to the ground, feeding on seeds and berries and 
is very active on its feet and very Lark-like in its action, its call 
is also said to be like that of a Lark but it has no song. Its 
flight is strong and straight. Probably this is a strictly resident 
bird which does not descend below 10,000 feet except under very 
severe pressure. Stevens noticed it in Sikkim at 11,800 feet on 
the 18th February when the snow was very deep. In Kashmir it 
has been observed at about 8,000 feet. All the Snow-Finches 
are gregarious in winter, sometimes collecting in small flocks of 
half-a-dozen to a dozen, at other times in companies numbering 
several hundred birds. 


(1112) Montifringilla taczanowskii. 

MandellTs Snow-Finch. 

OnjtcJiospiza taczanowskii Prjevalskv, Along, i Strana, Tangut., ii, 
p. 81 (1876) (River Tetunga, N. Tibet). 

Vernacular names. Go-pang (Tibet). 

Description. Lores black; forehead white ; a broad but ill- 
defined supercilium pale ashy-white, meeting an indistinct collar 
of the same on the hind neck; upper plumage sandy or ashy- 
brown the back and scapulars streaked with darker brown and 
fulvous-white on the outer webs of the feathers ; rump white ; 
upper tail-coverts pale fulvous-brown; tail blackish brown, the 
■Centre feathers paler, all tipped white, increasing in extent 
outwardly until half the feather is white; wing-coverts, brown, 
broadly tipped with white; quills brown, tipped with white and 
sub-tipped darker brown; first primary with white outer web, 
■second to fourth with no white on outer web, inner primaries with 
basal half nearly all white on both webs; cheeks mixed fulvous 
and brown ; ear-coverts pale sandv-brown ; remainder oi lower 
plumage ashy-white, purer on chili, throat and centre of abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris yellowish-brown to light brown ; 
hill horny-white, tipped darker; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Wing 101 to 109mm.; tail 68 to 73 mm.; 
tarsus about 22 mm.; culmen about 14 to 15 min. 

Distribution. Tibet, Sikkim to Kansu. 
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The name now used antedates Hume's manclellii by a few 
months and must be adopted. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding birds. A nest 
taken by Captain Steen was placed about two feet down the 
burrow of a mouse-hare and the four eggs it contained measured 
from 21*6x15*0 to 24*1x17*1 mm. It was taken on the 
19th June near Gyantse at an elevation of some 12,000 feet. 

Habits. So far as is known, similar to those of the Common 
Tibetan Snow-Finch. 



(1113) Montifringilla ruficollis. 

Thk Rub-necked Snow-Finch. 

Montifrinf/illa ruficollis Blanf., Proc. A. S. 11, 1871, p. 227 
(Kangra Lama Pass, N. Sikkim); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p, 245. 

Vernacular“names. Ab\jc, Heb-che-har-po (Tibet). 

Description. Lores black, extending through the eye and 
over the ear-coverts; forehead and supercilium sordid white; 
anterior crown grey, changing to umber-brown on the hind crown 
and nape; the umber-brown becomes rufous on the ear-coverts, 
sides of the neck and lower throat; back and scapulars lmht 
umber-brown streaked with darker brown ; rump and upper tail- 
coverts the same uustreaked; tail dark brow n, edged rufescent 
outer feathers grey at base, with broad white parches between’ 
bases and tips; a moustachial streak dark brown; cheeks, chin 
and throat white; remainder of lower plumage fulvous-white 
purer white on the centre of the abdomen; lesser wing-coverts 
brown, median and greater coverts brown, with broad white tips ; 
primaries biown, the first with a grey outer web, the inner 
with broad white basal patches; outer*secondaries with similar 
white bases, inner secondaries broadlv edged with rufescent. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris orange-red; bill dark bluish- 
horny in Winter, black in Summer; legs and feet black ( Walton). 

Measurements. Total length about 185 mm.; wing 91 to 
101 mm.; tail 55 to 58 mm. ; tarsus 19 to 20 mm.; culmen 10 to 
11 mm. 

Young birds are duller and darker above, have no white 
forehead and w ant the brow n crow n and rufous nape and sides of 
the neck; below, the fulvous tint is duller and there is a faint 
yellow wash on the abdomen. 

Distribution. Tibet and Sikkim to Koko Nur and Kansu. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the other Snow-Finches. Eggs 
taken by Steen and Macdonald are smaller than those of the 
other Snow-Finches ami only measure about 21*0x15*7 mm. 
The few nests obtained were taken in May uud June at an 
elevation of 12,000 feet. 

Habits. Similar to those of other Snow-Finches. It is said to 
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associate with Lagomys and also with birds of the genus Podoces , 
both the Podoces and the Snow-Finches appropriating the burrows 
of the mouse-hare for their nests. 

(1114) Montifringilla blanfordi. 

Blanford’s Snow-Finch. 

Montifringilla blanfordi Hume, Str. Feath., iv, p. 147 (1876) 
(Tibet); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 245. 

Vernacular names. Ahye-po (Tibet). 

Description. Centre of the forehead, lores and a line through 
the eye, chin and throat black ; sides of the forehead, supercilium, 
•cheeks ' and ear-coverts white; anterior crown ashy-wliite, 
changing to bright fulvous tinged with rufescent on crown, nape, 
bind neck and sides of neck and breast ; remainder of 
upper plumage pale fulvous or rufescent brown ; three central 
pairs of tail-feathers brown, edged with fulvous, remaining pairs 
dark ashy-grey at base, then white, with fulvous tips and dark 
brown subterminal patches; lower plumage fulvous-white, almost 
pure white in old birds. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish-brown ; bill dark bluish- 
horny or blackish-slaty ; legs and feet black ( Walton ). 

Measurements. Wing 90 to 97 mm.; tail 54 to 56 mm.; 
tarsus about 19 to 20 mm. ; culmen about 10 to 11 mm. 

Young birds are duller and darker and have no black or rufous 
markings ; below they are suffused with yellow. 

Distribution. Sikkim and Tibet, apparently not extending to 
Eastern Tibet. 

Nidification and Habits. Those of the genus. During the 
Mount Everest Expedition this Snow-Finch was met with in the 
Autumn and Winter up to 15,200 feet. A nest with young was 
found about two feet down the burrow of a Pika or “I ipmg- 
hare” (Ochotona cvrzonice). 


Genus FRINGILLAUDA. 

Fringillauda Hodge, in Gray’s Zool. Misc., p. 84 (1844). 

Type, Fringillauda nemoricola Hodgs. 

This genus is now often “ lumped” with Leucoslicte of Swainson, 
a genus containing birds of the Rose-Finch type with very stout 
bills and much red on their plumage. I cannot see that they 

are congeneric. . „ . . . . 

Frinqillauda differs from Montifringilla m having a more 
slender bill, a forked tail and practically no white on their 
plumage. The trivial names dividing these genera into bnow- 
Finches and Mountain-Finches seem to be excellent. 
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Key to Species. 

A. No rose-colour on rump or wing-coverts . . F. nemoricola , p. 191. 

B. Bump and wing-coverts suffused with rosy. F. brandti , p. 193. 



Fringillauda nemoricola. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Axillaries yellow. ^ . F. n. nemoricola , p. 191. 

B. Axillaries pale ashy. F. n. altaxca , p. 192. 

(1115) Fringillauda nemoricola nemoricola. 

Hodgson's Mountain-Finch. 

Fringillauda nemoricola Hodgs., As. lies., xix, p. 158 (1836) (Nepal) : 
Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 247. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage and lower wing-coverts 
dark brown, the feathers edged with rufous; rump dark ashy- 
grey with obsolete dark margins; upper tail-coverts brown with 



Pig. 44.— Head of /»’. n. nemoricola * 


broad white tips ; tail dark brown with narrow rufescent margins ; 
median wing-covertsdark ashy-grey with white tips; greater 
coverts brown with white tips; quills dark brown, the primaries 
narrowly, the inner secondaries broadly, edged with rufous; a 
very indistinct supercilium dull white and brown; cheeks and 
ear-coverts rufous-brown with pale shafts ; lower plumage dull 
sordid brown, the sides of the breast and Hanks streaked with 
dark brown, the centre of the abdomen paler and the vent and 
under tail coverts broadly edged with white : under wing-coverts 
greyish white; axillaries bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or reddish-brown; bill 
fleshy-brown, pale horny-brown, yellowish-brown; legs arid 
feet fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 mm.; wing 95 to 
101 mm.; tail 60 to 6S mm.; tarsus about 20 mm.; culmeii 
about 10 to 12 mm. 
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Young birds have the whole crown rufous, are more rufous on 
the upper plumage and the underparts are paler and more rufous. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim. Garhwal birds are intermediate 
but are nearest to this form. To the East it extends through 
South and Central Tibet to Kansu and Mupin. 

Nidification. Hodgson’s Mountain-Finch breeds during July, 
making a nest of grass and roots, lined with a mixture of fur and 
feathers, which it places in a hole under a rock or stone, in 
among the stones of a heap or a wall or, less commonly, in a 
burrow made by some small animal. The eggs number four or 
five and are like those of the genus Montifringilla , pure white and 
in shape broad, pointed ovals. Eighteen eggs average 20*6 x 
15*2 mm.: maxima 22*0x16*0 and 20*3x16*1 mm.; minima 
19*5 x 15*1 and 20*1 x 14*8 mm. 

In Garhwal Whvmper took their nests at 14,000 feet upwards 
and Osmaston at 13,500 feet. 

Habits. Hodgson’s Mountain-Finch has much the same habits 
as the Snow-Finches but seems to prefer rocky, bare hillsides 
to plains at high elevations. In Summer it is found between 
10 ,0U0 and 17,000 feet and descends in Winter to some 0,000 feet r 
once (Stevens) having been recorded as low as 5,200 feet. In 
January Stevens found that the large flocks in which these birds 
assemble were, at least sometimes, composed of one sex only* 

cfy , ee< ^ almost entirely on the ground but rest on the tops 
or high trees and also on telegraph wires. 


(1116) Fringillauda nemoricola altaica. 

Stol icz k a’s Mou xt a in-Finch. 

Friugilla altaica Evevsm., Bull. So<\ Imp. Nat. Mose., xxi, p. 22& 
(1848) (Altai). 

Fringillauda sordida. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 248. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description, Differs from Hodgson’s Mountain-Finch in ha ving 
the uxillaries ashv and the wing-bases fulvous-rufous instead of 
white; the edges to the primary-coverts are white in both races. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris cinnabar-red ; bill brown, a spot of 
brownish-fleshy at base of forehead between nostrils, base of 
lower mandible brownish-fleshy; legs, feet and claws blackish- 
brown ( Hume). 

Measurements. Total length about 170 mm.; wing 93 to 
100 mm.; tail 62 to 60 mm.; tarsus about ] 9 to 20 mm.; culmen 
about 10 to .11 inm. 

Distribution. Afghanistan, North-West Frontier, Kashmir, 
South to Kuman and North to Gilgit, Yarkand, Tian Schan’ 
Samarkand, Altai and Turkestan; East it extends through Ladakh 
to Eastern Tibet. 
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Nidification. Stoliczka’s Mountain-Finch breeds over the 
greater part of Kashmir and Kuman in suitable localities at 
9,000 feet and over during July and August. Nests and eggs 
are not distinguishable from those of Hodgson’s Mountain-Finch. 
The small series of eggs in my collection average 207 x 15*3 mm.: 
maxima 22 0x 15*6 and 21*0x15*7 mm. ; minima 19*0 x 15*0 mm. 
Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird. In Summer 
it is found as high as 15,000 feet and occasionally as high as 
17,000 feet. In Winter it descends as low as 4,000 feet, many 
birds, however, remaining between 9,000 and 12,000 feet. 


Fringillauda brandti. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Paler in colour and more grey . F. b. brandti, p. 193. 

B. Darker in colour and more brown. F. b. hcematopygia, p. 194. 

(1117) Fringillauda brandti brandti. 

Brandt’s Mountain-Finch. 

Lcucosticte brandti Bonaparte, Consp. Av., i, p. 357 (1850) (Siberia 
or Turkestan). 

Fnngillaitdu brandti . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 248 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores, forehead, round the eye and anterior crown 
black, the feathers with sandy-brown edges soon wearing off; 
hinder crown, neck and upper back dark brow n with pale edges ; 
lower back and scapulars ashy-brown, with dark centres and broad 
pale grey edges; rump dark brown at the bases of the feathers, 
with broad rosy edges ; upper tail-coverts brown w ith white tips 
and edges; taii blackish-brown, edged with fulvous-white ; lesser 
w Ing-coverts pale ashy, narrowly edged with rosy; median and 
greater coverts pale ashy with dark centres; winglet, primarv- 
coverts and quills dark brown, all edged narrowly with white,, 
with broader white margins to the inner primaries and outer 
secondaries ; chin, throat and breast dark ashy-brow n, with darker 
bases to the feathers and with pale margins ; remainder of lower 
parts pale ashy with indistinctly darker shafts; axillaries pah* 
grey or white; under wing-coverts white. 

The pale edges to the feathers abrade very quickly, the head 
becoming darker, the red on the rump more intense and that on 
the wings disappearing altogether. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill, legs and feet black, the 
first paler in the females and young birds'am! possibly in the 
male in non-breeding plumage. 

Measurements. Wing 110 to 119 mm.; tail 74 to 78 nnh.; 
tarsus about 20 to 21 mm.; eulmen about lo to 11 mm. 
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Young birds have no rosy tint on the rump or wing and no 
black on the head; elsewhere they are much paler and more 
fulvous in general tint than the adult. 


Distribution. Tian Schan, Pamirs, Turkestan, Altai South to 
Yarkand, Kashgar and Gilgit. 

Nidification. T can find nothing recorded about the nesting 
of this bird. 

Habits. Brandt’s Mountain-Finch has much the same habits as 
the Snow-Finches but keeps to even higher elevations in Summer, 
whilst in Winter, in the Himalayas, it is not often seen below 
12,000 feet. It feeds almost entirely on the ground and is 
an active bird, swift both on its feet and on the wing. In Winter 
it collects in very large flocks, sometimes numbering many 
hundreds. Its note, uttered most frequently as it rises from the 
ground, is described as a loud “ chirp ” and it is said to have 
also a Sparrow-like chatter. 

(’US) Fringillauda brandti haematopygia. 

The Tibetan Mountain-Finch. 

Moniifringilla heematop>/r/ia Gould, P. Z. S., 3851, p. 115 (Tibet). 

1-nnyi'lauda brandti. tilanf. & Oates, ii, p. 238 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to Brandt’s Mountain-Finch but decidedly 
daiker, the upper parts browner, less grey and the lower parts 
also browner. 1 he dark centres to the leathers of the upper 
plumage are better defined. 

Colours of soft parts as in Brandt’s Mountain-Finch. 

Measurements. Wing 110 to 121 mm. 

Distribution. Kashmir, Ladakh, Sikkim and Tibet. 

Nidification. The only nest and eggs I have seen of this bird 
were taken near Gyantse at about 14,000 feet on the 14th July 
and contained three pure white eggs. The nest was a rough saucer 
of grass, lined with feathers and was placed deep in among a 
pile of stones from a fallen boundary wall. The eggs measure 
22-2 x 10-2, 22-0 x 16-6 and 21-9 x 16-6 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of F. b. brandti. This is a bird of 
veryjiigh elevations. During the Everest Expedition it was seen 
at 17,500 feet and even in Winter does not seem to be found 
-onstantly much below 12.000 feet. 
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Subfamily EAIBEEIZIN^E. 

The Emberizince comprise the Buntings, a very large group of 
birds spread over an enormous portion of the world’s surface, of 
which 16 species have been found within the limits of this work. 
The great majority of Buntings are migratory, a few locally 
migratory, breeding in the Himalayas and wintering in the Plains, 
whilst yet fewer are sedentary. 

The Buntings have a conical and sharply-pointed bill, with the 
culmeii straight or nearly so ; the edges of the two mandibles, 
however, unlike those of other Fringillidce , are not in contact 
throughout their length, but show a gap about midway between 
the gape and the tips. Tiie upper -mandible, moreover, has the 
palate furnished with a small hard process or knob. With this 
exception the Buntings conform in structure with the Finches. 
Like them they have a double plumage, caused in most cases by 
abrasion in Spring, though a few species have also a partial Spring 
moult. 


Keif to Genera . 

A. No crest.. 

B. A well-developed crest . 


Emberiza, p. 195. 
Melophus, p. 220. 


Genus EMBERIZA. 

Emberiza Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed., p. 176 (1758). 
Type, Emberiza calandra Linn. 



Fig. 45.—Head of E . aureola. 


keg to Species. 

A. Tail only slightly shorter than wing. 
a. A large white patch on the outer¬ 
most tail-feathers. 

a'. Sides of body streaked or differing 
in colour from abdomen. 
a". JNo trace of yellow on lower 
plumage. 

Chin and throat black. 

a 1 . Breast white . E. sohawiclus, <$ t p, 197. 
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b l . Breast chestnut. 

b 3 . Chiu and throat chestnut... . 
c 3 . Chin and throat white or 
pale fulvous, with or without 
streaks. 

c 4 . Ear-coverts chestnut. 
a\ A chestnut pectoral band. 

b 5 . No pectoral hand. 

d\ Ear - coverts fulvous or 
brown. 

c’\ Rump, tail-coverts and 
back concolorous .... 
il 5 . Rump chestnut contrast¬ 
ing with back. 

« 6 . Wing over 87 mm. . . 
b G . Wing under 86 mm. 
b" . Lower plumage largely yellow. 
d 3 . Crown chestnut, or brown 

broadly streaked. 

e 3 . Crown green, with obsolete 

shaft-streaks . 

/ 3 . Crown yellow, or yellow 

mixed with green .. *. 

b'. Sides of body unstreaked and 
concolorous with abdomen. 

<■". Throat and breast bluish-grev. 
d". Throat and breast rufous 
e". Throat and breast yellow 
b. No distinct patches of white on 
outermost tail-feathers, 
o'. Sides of body unstreaked. 

/''. No streaks whatever on lower 
plumage. 

g 3 . Crown black . 

h?. Crown golden . 

P. Crown streaked with brown. 

e l . Wing over 00 mm. 

f \ Wing under 90 mm . 

g" . Throat and fore-neck streaked. 

d'. Sides of body streaked. 

B. Tail decidedly longer than wing .... 


E. stewarti y 3 , f>. 203. 

E. leucocephala, 3 y P* 202. 


E. fuccita, p. 198. 
E. pusilla , p. 200. 


E. schceniclus , 2, p. 197. 

E. leucocephala , 2 > P* 202. 
E. stewarti , 2 > P* 203. 

E. aureola , p. 210. 

E. spodocepliala , p. 212. 

E. citrinella , p. 219. 


j E. cia, p. 204. 

E. huttoni , p. 208. 

E. hortulana , p. 209. 


E. melanocephala , 3 , p. 213. 
E. ictericcij 3, P- 215. 

E. melanocephala , 2 y P* 214. 
E. icterioa , 2 > P- 
E. striolat.a, p. 217. 

E, rut Hay p. 216. 

E. calandra , p. 218. 




Emberiza schoeniclus. 

Fringilla schaniclus Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed., p. 182 (1758). 
Type-locality : Sweden, 

The form found in India is very much paler than the European 
bird, which has the margins to the feathers of the upper parts 
rufous rather than pale fulvous. 
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(1119) Emberiza schceniclus pallidior. 

The Central Asian Reed-Bunting. 


Enberiza schceniclus pallidior Hartort, Vug. Pal., i, p. 197 (1904) 
(Aiderli in Turkestan). 

Emberiza schceniclus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 251. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male; Summer. A broad streak from the 
lower mandible, between ear-coverts and throat white; rest of 
head, chin, throat and upper breast black ; back of neck narrowh 
greyish-whiie; feathers of back, scapulars and wing-coverts with 
broad black centres and wide fulvous margins tinged with rufous 
next the black ; rump and upper tail-coverts paler and more grey 
with narrow dark centres; central tail-feathers brown, edged 
externally with pale rufous and internally paler and browner; 
lateral tail-feathers almost black, with very fine pale rufous edges ; 
the outermost pair mostly white on the outer web and with a 
patch of white on the inner web, broad at the end and narrowing 
to a point about three-quarters way down ; penultimate pair with 
a smaller wedge of white; wing-quills blackish, the primaries 
narrowly, the secondaries broadly, edged with fulvous, rufous next 
the black; below white, t ingetl with fulvous and streaked with 
brown on the flanks and sides of breast. 

The amount of white on the tail varies considerably, and in 
some specimens nearly the whole of the outer web is white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark brown, black 
on the culmen ; legs and feet dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 73 to 
81 mm.; tail 65 to 70 mm.; tarsus 20 to 21 mm.; culmen 8 to 
9 mm. 

After the Autumn moult the feathers of the head, chin and 
throat are fringed above with brown, below with white, concealing 
most of the black until abraded. After the spring moult the 
feathers of the head are pure black. 

Female. No black on bead and no white collar ; the crown is 
rufous-brown, with dark centres ; chin and throat pale buff, with 
a broad border of black streaks; the lower parts pale fulvous, 
boldly streaked with dark brown on breast and flanks. 

Young birds are like the adult female but more boldly streaked ; 
below more buff. 

Distribution. Breeding in Central South Siberia and wintering 
in Turkestan to North-East India. Hartert, perhaps following 
Oates, calls the Indian bird E. s. schceniclus and is followed by 
Witherby but every Indian specimen in the British Museum is, 
as we should expect, quite certainly pallidior . 

Nidification. I have a clutch of three eggs of a Eeed-Buuting 
taken by Smirnoff in “ Uzsimi, Chinese East liussia/’ on the 
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12th May which are probably of this race. They are not distin¬ 
guishable from the eggs of the Common Ileed-Bunting and 
measure about 19*5x15*2 mm. 

Habits. This bird is apparently common in winter in Afghan¬ 
istan and the North-West Province frontiers. Magrath lound it 
in large flocks in January and March at. Bannu feeding on the 
shores of Mangiwalla hliil on the succulent shoots of tamarisk 
scrub,’’ and Whitehead found them both in flocks, in pairs and 
singly near Kohat. 

Emberiza fucata. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper plumage much less chestnut, flanks 

and sides of breast never more than tinged 
with chestnut . 

B. Upper parts very chestnut, flanks and sides 

of breast rich rufous-chestnut . 


E. f. fucata, p. 198. 
E. f. arcuata, p. 199. 


(1120) Emberiza fucata fucata. 

The Grey-headed Bunting. 

Emberiza fucata Pall., Reise Russ. Reich., iii, p. 098 (1770) 
(Mona and Ingoda) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 252 (part). 

Vernacular names. Puttkur-ckirta (Hind.). 

Description. Male. Lores dull yellowish ; crown to nape ashy- 
grey, each feather with a broad biack central streak; hind neck 
more grey and with fewer streaks ; back and scapulars fulvous, 
with broad black central streaks bordered with chestnut; rump 
dull chestnut with obsolete streaks; upper tail-coverts fulvous- 
rufous with broad dull black centres; tail brown edged with 
fulvous, the outermost pair largely white on the inner, nearly 
entirely so on the outer web, penultimate pair with a wedge- 
slmped patch of white at the tip of the inner web; ear-coverts 
chestnut; chin and throat fulvous-white, with a line of black 
streaks on either side, divided from the ear-coverts by another 
streak of white ; upper breast fulvous-white, boldly streaked with 
black ; lower breast generally showing a certain amount of rufous 
as a band across ; remainder of lower parts rufous-white, more 
strongly tinged with rufous-chestnut on the flanks, where there 
are also streaks of dark brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or hazel-brown; bill fleshy- 
brown. darker on the culmen and paler below ; legs and feet 
fleshy-yellow or flashy-pink. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm.; wing 71 to 
76 mm. ; tail 62 to 65 mm.; tarsus about 21 to 22 mm.; culmen 
about 10 to 11 mm. 




EMBERIZA. 



<SL 

199 


After the Autumn moult the feathers of the crown have 
fulvous edges which are soon lost by abrasion and the chestnut 
and black in the lower plumage is also more concealed by ihe 
fre-h pale edgings. 

Female. Similar to the male but paler and duller. 

Distribution. Breeding in South-East Siberia, Manchuria, Corea, 
Japan and Northern China. In "Winter lo South China, the Indo- 
Chinese countries,Burma, Assam and possibly Bengal and Bhutan. 
The birds from these last two places, as also some winter specimens 
from Nepal, are exactly like fucala below but are rather more 
richly coloured above; they should, T think, be retained under 
this name. 

Nidification. This Bunting breeds in great numbers from 
Northern China to Japan. La 'Touche took many nests in 
Chinkiang which he describes as fragile cups of grass-stems, 
grass-blades, roots, etc. lined with Sue. grasses and roots and a 
little hair. They arc placed on the ground and very well 
concealed. The eggs vary greatly in coloration. The ground- 
colour is generally a pale yellowish-stone but varies from this to 
creamy-white or rather dull reddish-pink. Most eggs are 
profusely stippled or speckled nil over with pale reddish-grey, 
reddish-brown either pale or warm, or purple-brown. Other 
eggs have these specklings more numerous at the larger end and 
sparse elsewhere ; in others the marks are larger and more blotchy 
and in a few the markings become scrawls, wavy lines or blotches 
in the typical Bunting fashion. In shape they are broad, obtuse 
ovals and the surface is glossless or with a very slight gloss onlv. 
One hundred eggs average 20*0 x 16*1 mm. : maxima 22 0 x 16*0 
and 216x17*3 mm.; minima 18*0x16*0 and 20*0x14*5 nmu 
The breeding-season is in June, July and August and either four 
or five eggs are laid. 

Habits. This Bunting is said to frequent grass lowlands or 
grass- and bush-covered hills. They are migratory in the full 
sense of the word, leaving their breeding-haunts in October for 
the South of China and the Indo-Chinese countries and returning 
in April and May. 


(1121) Emberiza fucata arcuata. 

The Indian Grey-headed Bunting. 

Emberiza arcuata Sharpe, Oat. B. M., xii, p. 494 (1888) (Himalayas, 
Simla). 

Emberiza fucata . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 252 (part). 

Vernacular names. Putthur-chirta (Hind.). 

Description. Differs from the preceding bird in having the 
head a purer grey; the upper parts much richer and more 
chestnut, less fulvous in tone and in having the breast and flanks 
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rich chestnut-rufous ; the black markings on tbe sides ot the 
throat arid across the breast form a more or less complete gorget 
and the chestnut on the lower breast covers all but the extreme 
-centre. 

Colours of soft parts as in E. f. fucata. 

Measurements. Wing 69 to 71 mm.^ tail 6o to 67 mm.; 
oilmen 10 to 11 mm. 

The Nestling is like the female but very dull above, with a very 
black head and no chestnut on the lower plumage ; the neck, 
breast and flanks are fulvous, heavily streaked with dull black. 

Distribution. Kashmir, Kurnan to Simla arid Garhwal. 
Breeding birds in Nepal and the Sikkim ranges of lulls are 
undoubtedly of this race but winter visitors of tbe other race 
are met with in thesejdaces. It again occurs in Yunnan and has 
also been obtained in the Chin Hills on Mt. Victoria. Birds from 
these two districts are not so richly chestnut below and should, 
perhaps, be separated. 

Nidification. Two nests taken by Rattray in Parachinar and at 
Murree on the 29th July and 30th May respectively are described 
as grass cups, mixed with a few roots and lined with finer grasses, 
well hidden under tufts of grass in grass-land. The eggs, four 
and three, are not what I should have expected. In shape they 
are long pointed ovals, the ground-colour is white and they are 
profusely spotted all over with dark brown and neutral tint 
secondary markings. All the eggs are rather more profusely 
spotted at the larger end. They measure between 22*9x16*0 
and 21*3x 15*7 mm. 

Hume records it as breeding between 6,000 and 8,000 feet in 
the valleys of the Sutlej and Bens West to Hazara, and Buck 
took its nest on the 25th June above Kotegarb. Nest and eggs 
were like those found by Rattray. 

Habits. This is a Bunting of open grass-covered hills or hills 
with low scrub-jungle not mixed with trees, though often not far 
from tree-forest. Jerdon records this Bunting from North and 
Central India as far South as the Deccan, Mhow, Saugor and 
Nagpur, whilst Barnes obtained it in Nimach. These records have 
not been again confirmed, though, from analogy, we should expect 
to find it migratory like the Chinese forms. It undoubtedly occurs 
and breeds in Sikkim, as I have received skins thence for identi¬ 
fication but it must be very local, as Stevens never met with it. 



(1122) Emberiza pusilla. 

The Little Bunting. 

Emberiza pusilla Pall., Reise Russ. Reich., iii, p. 397 (1776) 
(Daurian Alps); Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 254. 

Vernacular names. Dao miji v Caehari). 
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Description.—Male in Summer. Centre of crown from fore¬ 
head to nape rich rufous ; sided of the crown black ; a pale rufous 
supercilium ; a line from behind the eye encircling the rich 
rufous ear-coverts; upper plumage and wing-coverts black, 
broadly edged with fulvous and with rufous next the black ; upper 
tail-coverts and tail dark brown edged with pale fulvous-brown, 
the outermost or, very occasionally the two outermost pairs, with 
an oblique streak of while running across tbe inner or both webs ; 
lores, cheeks, chin and sides of throat rufous; wing-quills dark 
brown with rufous edges; lower plumage white, boldly streaked 
with black on the fore-neck, breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny-brown, darker 
above, paler below ; legs and feet pale fleshy or yellowish-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 09 to 74 imn. ; tail 55 to 58 mm.; tarsus 
about 18 to 19 mm.; cu linen about 9 to 10 mm. 

Female and Male in Winter. The black and rich rufous of the 
head duller and obscured by pale edges; chin and sides of the 
throat white. 

Distribution. North-East Europe to Manchuria and Mongolia. 
In Winter South to North-Eastern India, Bengal, Bihar, Assam, 
Manipur, Burma and South China. It has occurred in the 
Andamans. In Burma its Southern recorded limit' is Karenni. 

Nidification. The Little Bunting breeds from Northern Russia 
across Siberia to the East of Amur during June and July. It 
makes a small and flimsy cup-shaped nest of grass lined with fine 
grass-stems or hair which is placed on the ground concealed by 
bushes, grass or moss. The eggs number four to six and vary 
greatly in colour. The ground-colour is pale grey, pale dull pink, 
greyish-pink, yellowish or even greenish. Tile markings sometimes 
con>ist of numerous blotches and specks of purple-brown with 
secondary ones of lavender and neutral tint. Other eggs have 
the blotches mixed with lines and scrawls of the same colour; 
some again have nothing but lines entangled over (lie larger end 
and these may be of any shade of purple or brown and, rarely, 
even black. Forty-one eggs average 18*3x14*0 mm.: maxima 
20*2 x 14*3 and 19*0 x 15*0 mm.; minima 16*4 X 13*3 and 18*0 x 
13 2 mm. 

Habits. The Little Bunting is a Winter visitor to the whole of 
the Himalayas and the hills of Burma to the South. In India it 
is very seldom found in the Pliitis but in Eastern Bengal and 
Assam it is by no means an uncommon bird in the foot-hills and 
the plains adjoining them. In its breeding-haunt- it keeps much 
to pine-forests or to forests of mixed pines, birches and alders, 
being especially partial to the damper portions. It is a Tree- 
Bunting, spending most of its time quite high up in trees, though 
it also sometimes feeds on the ground. In Winter it is entirely a 
seed and berry eater but in Summer its diet consists mainly of 
insects. It is said to have a sweet song rather like that of the 
Robin. 





u‘ 


(11-3) Emberiza leucocephala. 

Tile Pine-Bunting. 

Emberiza leucocephala Gmelin, Nov. Comm. Acad. Sci. Imp. Petrop., 
xv, p. 480 (1771) (Astrakan); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 254. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Centre of crown to nape white, with a 
broad blackish band on either side; forehead mixed rulous and 
black; lores, round the eye and a broad supercilium chestnut; 
hind neck ashy-rufous turning to rufous, boldly streaked with 
black on the back and scapulars; rump and upper tail-coverts 
rufous, nearly always showing some faint tracer of white margins ; 
tail dark brown, narrowly edged with pale fulvous ; two outermost 
pairs with large oblique patches of white on the inner wehs and 
narrow white edges to the outer webs; ear-coverts white, bordered 
with blackish-brown ; chin, throat and fore-neck rufous; lesser 
wing-coverts rufous with black central marks; greater and median 
coverts black with broad rufous edges; primaries brown edged 
with whitish, secondaries darker brown edged with rufous ; lower 
plumage white, the bases of the feathers on the breast rufous and. 
when abraded, practically all of this colour; sides and flanks 
streaked with rufous; axillaries and under wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; upper mandible dark 
horny-brown, the base and gape yellowish ; lower mandible pale 
yellowish-horn or “ bluish-horny ” (Hume ) ; legs and feel fleshy- 
yellow to pale horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 mm.; wing 88 to 
90 mm.; tail 78 to 82 mm.; tarsus about 20 mm. ; culmen about 
10 to 11 mm. 

The Male after the moult has the whole head ashy streaked 
with brown, the white bases hardly showing, the rump and breast 
are much more white. 

Female. A ring round the eye white; crown and sides of head 
ashy-brown with central dark streaks; a broad patch from the 
bill to behind the ear-coverts whitish, with a narrow black 
moustachial streak below it; back, wings and tail as in the male 
but duller; below white, the breast and flanks more or less 
rufescent and streaked with brown. 

* The Young male resembles the female. 

Distribution. Breeding in Northern Asia from the Urals to 
Manchuria and Northern China. Central Asia, possiblv breeding, 
and in Winter to Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Gilgitand Kashmir to 
Mussoorie, Simla and Garhwal. Whitehead obtained it at 
2,000 feet round Koliat. 

Nidification. In Siberia the Pine-Bunting is said to breed on 
the outskirts of forests or in bush-covered plains, making the usual 
Bunting’s nest of grass lined with finer grass or hair. The eggs, 
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which number three to five or, rarely, six, vary considerably. The 
ground-colour ranges iron) almost pure white to rather dark dull 
reddish-stone: in some the tint is violet or greenish. The 
markings consist of streaks and hair-lines of deep red-brown,, 
purple-brown or blackish and there are nearly always a number 
of grey and neutral tint underlying blotches. One hundred eggs 
average 21*5 x 16*1 mm.: maxima 23‘3 X 1 6*7 and 23*0 x 17*3 mm.: 
minima 19*0 X 16*3 and 19*6x14*2 mm. The breeding-season is 
May and June, second broods being raised in July and August. 

Habits. In habits this Bunting is said to be very like the 
Yellow-Hammer, a bird of open country but perching much on 
trees and with a loud, melodious note though pract ically no song. 
It is a Winter visitor to Gilgit, North-West Kashmir down the 
North-West Frontier and as far -East as the Simla States and 
Garh wal. 


; 


(11^4) Emberiza stewarti. 

Tjje White-capped Bunting. 


Emberiza stewarti Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiii, p. 215 (1854) (Kotegarh, 
near Simla); Blanf. A Oates, ii. p. 25(5. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. —Male in Summer. Whole crown and nape grey; 
a broad supercilium from the bill to the nape, lores and feathers 
round the eye black ; whole upper plumage, scapulars and lesser 
wing-coverts chestnut, the feathers of the mantle with obsolete 
black central streaks; tail dark brown, the outermost pair white 
except for an oblique black patch across the base, the penultimate 
pair with the terminal half obliquely white on the inner web; 
median and greater coverts dark brown edged with chestnut; 
quills dark brown, the primaries and outer secondaries narrowly 
and the inner secondaries broadly edged with rufous; ear-coverts 
white; chin, throat and sides of neck behind t he ear-coverts black ; 
fore neck and breast white; anterior flanks and lower breast 
rufous; remaining lower plumage fulvous-white, streaked with 
chestnut on the flanks and under tail-coverts; axillnries and 
under wing-coverts white with grey bases. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown to red-brown; bill 
horny-brown, paler and more yellowish on the lower mandible; 
legs and feet fleshy-pink to fleshy-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.: wing 80 to 
85 mm.; tail 70 to 73 mm.; tarsus about .19 to 20 mm.; culmen 
10 to 11 mm. 

The M ale after the moult has the feathers of the upper plumage 
edged with grey and the grev feathers of the crown obscured by 
brown edges; the black of the throat is obscured by white edges 
and the chestnut of the lower plumage by grey edges to the 
feathers. 
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Female. Upper plumage ashy-brown streaked with black; rump 
rufous and the scapulars with a little rutous edging; wings and 
tail ;is in the male but duller and the latter with rather less white; 
lower plumage pale dull fulvous, slightly rufous on the breast, 
streaked with brown on the fore-neck, breast and flanks. 

Young birds resemble the female but are much more heavily 
streaked with blackish both above and below. 

Distribution. Persia, Turkestan, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, 
Gilgit and Kashmir to Murree, Mussoorie and Garhwal. In 
whiter South to the Plains of the North-West Provinces. It has 
also been found in Tibet. 

Nidification. The White-capped Bunting breeds over the whole 
of its range, building a rather rough, fragile cup of dried grass lined 
with finer grass-stems and sometimes with a little hair. It is 
.placed on the ground under shelter of a bush, tuft of grass or a 
root and a very favourite position is on a roadside bank. The 
number of eggs is generally three, sometimes four, and Wardlaw- 
Bamsay found five occasionally in Afghanistan. Trie ground-colour 
is white or greyish-white, rarely tinged with piuk or, even more 
rarelv, bluish. The markings consist of specks, small irregular 
blotches and a few short broad lines of deep purple-brown or 
black, with similar underlying marks of pale grey and lilac. A 
few eggs are more bohlly marked and solue are very purple in 
general tone. Sixty eggs average 20'2 x 15*0 mm.: maxima 
22 0x 15 0 and 19*0 x 16*0 mm. ; minima 19*3 x 15*1 and 20*8 x 
14 0 mm. 

In Kashmir and the Himalayas generally the breeding-season 
is April and May, occasional second broods being raised in dune 
and early July but in Afghanistan, Turkestan, etc. April, May 
and early June are the breeding months. 

Habits. In Summer these birds are found between 5,000 and 
8,000 feet, less often 1,000 feet higher or lower, whilst in Winter 
they seem to keep much between the foot-hills and 4,000 feet. A 
few bird* remain at their highest level all the vear round and many 
others wander into the plains of the Punjab, North-West Frontier 
Provinces, Sind and Bajputanu as far East as Etawah. It inhabits 
grass meadows and hillsides, thin scrub-jungle and open cultivation, 
feeding almost entirely on the ground and not collecting in large 
flocks, even in Winter. 
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Emberiza cia. 

Ember iza cia Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed., p. 310 (l/oOj. 
Type-locality: Western Europe. 

In the typical form the tips to the median wing-coverU are 
always lighter than in any of our Indian forms. 


EMBERIZA, 


205- 


Key tQ Subspecies . 

A. Sides of crown black. 

a. Upper parts much darker; chestnut, 

not fulvous . E. c. stracheyi , p, 205. 

b. Upper parts much paler; fulvous rather 

than chestnut. E. c. par , p. 206. 

B. Sides of crown rufous-chestnut. 

c. Very much paler both above and below. E. c. godleicskii \ p. 207. 
d Very much darker and more richly 

coloured . E. c. yunnanemis , p. 207. 


(1125) Emberiza cia stracheyi. 

Tile Eastern Meadow-Bunting. 

Emberiza stracheyi Moore, P. Z. S., 1855, p. 215 (Kuman) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 257. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male in Summer. Centre of crown to nape 
bluish-grey; a broad supercilium, cheeks and ear-coverts white; 
sides of the crown, mpustachial streak and line through the eyes 
meeting behind the ear-coverts, black ; back, scapulars, median and 
greater wing-coverts, rump and upper tail-coverts chestnut, all 
but the rump with broad black centres; tail blackish brown edged 
with chestnut; outermost pair white on the outer web and all 
but the base, obliquely, of the inner web; penultimate pair with 
similar but less white on the inner web and the next pair 
generally tipped with white; lesser wing-coverts blackish, edged 
with bluish-grey; quills dark brown, edged with rufous; chin, 
throat and upper breast bluish-grey; remainder of lower parts 
chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark horny-plumbeous 
above, yellowish-horny below, all darker in the breeding-season; 
legs and feet fleshy-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; wing 78 to 87 mm.; 
tail 71 to 79 mm. ; tarsus 19 to 20 mm.; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

In freshly-moulted plumage the grey of the bend is obscured 
with fulvous fringes and a few black streaks; the black feathers 
have rufous edges and the white of the head is more bluish grey; 
the upper parts and rufous lower parts have pale fringes to each 
feather, making the general tone much paler. 

Female. Similar to the male but duller. 

Youug males are like the adult but have no definite black or 
white markings and no grey crown. 

Nestlings are Fulvous-rufous above, streaked with black and with 
more rufous on the rump and upper tail-coverts; below they are 
dull fulvous, streaked with blackish on sides of neck, throat, breast 
and flanks. 
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Distribution. Kashmir, Ladakh and the hills of the North-West 
Himalayas to Simla States and Garhwal. Birds from Gilgit are 
intermediate between this form and E. c. par but rather closer to 
the latter. 

Nidification. The Eastern Meadow-Bunting breeds throughout 
its range between 5,000 and 9,000 feet and has been recorded as 
nesting as high as 13,500 feet in Garhwal. It makes a rather 
flimsy nest of dried grass, lined with tine stems of the same, which 
is nearly always placed on the ground, under a stone, rock or 
bush, or in a hollow on a bank. Davidson, however, found one 
nest nine feet up in a tir-tree and says that they occasionally 
breed in dense forest. The eggs number three or four, very 
rarely five, and in appearance are typical Bunting’s eggs. The 
ground-colour is pale greyish or bluish-green, more seldom pinkish 
or yellowish and the markings consist almost entirely of fine hair¬ 
lines, sometimes coarser but hardly ever becoming blotches. In 
some instances they are scattered irregularly all over the surface 
but often they form a beautiful and intricately twisted zone about 
the larger end. One hundred eggs average 21*5 x 15*4 mm.: 
maxima 23’2 X 15*7 and 21*7 X 16*8 mm.; minima 19*4 x 15*3 and 
21*3 x 14 8 mm. 

They breed during May and June into July and occasionally, 
perhaps a second brood, in August. 

Habits. In Summer this Bunting frequents elevations between 
5,000 and 15,000 feet, keeping generally below 10,000 feet, whilst 
in Winter it descends low and a few individuals penetrate some 
way into the Plains. It is normally a bird of open grass-lands, 
bare hillsides or low scrub but, where it is specially common, may¬ 
be found well inside deep forests. It is a ground-feeding Bunting 
■but rests on trees and bushes, often high up. 


(1126) Emberiza cia par. 

The Transcaspian Meadow-Bunting. 

Emberiza cia par Hartert, Vog. Pal., i, p. 184 (1910) (Gudau, 
Transcaspia). 

Emberiza atracheyi Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 256 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. S.-x tor sex, and at corresponding seasons and 
-ages, this is a much paler bird than E . c. stracheyi. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Eastern Meadow-Bunting. 
Measurements. Wing 78 to 88 mm. 

Distribution. Transcaspia, Turkestan, Kurdistan, Baluchistan, 
Afghanistan and Persia; in Winter Sind and North-West Frontier 
Provinces. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Eastern Meadow-Bunting. 
Lapt. C. H. T. Whitehead and, later, Harington found these 
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Buntings breeding in large numbers in Chitral and the Kliagan 
Valley between 5,000 and 8,000 feet. The eggs are, indistin¬ 
guishable from those of the preceding bird and forty average 
21-7 x 16-0 mm.: maxima 23-2 X 16-6 and 23 ] x 171 mm • 
minima 203 X 15-9 and 2J-7 x 15‘1 mm. They breed during 
June and July. 

Habits Those of the species. 


(1127) Emberiza cia godlewskii. 


TnE Chinese Meadow-Bunting. 


Emberiza godlewskii Tacz., Jour. f. Orn., 1874, p. 330 (E. Siberia'. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Eastern Meadow-Bunting but more 
richly coloured and distinguishable at all ages by having the coronal 
bands deep chestnut instead of black. Hie ear-coverts, superciliary 
stripe and cheeks are a much darker grey and the tips of the 
wing-coverts are sometimes paler and a more pure white; the 
grey crown is striped with black. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Eastern Meadow-Bunting 
Bill “ brownish-black” in breeding-season ( Ludlow). 

Measurements. Wing S3 to 90 mm. 

Distribution. Northern China from Chihli to Kansu and 
Szechuan and South-East Tibet, East Turkestan and Altai 
Koku Nur and Lake Baikal. Winter to Sikkim and hills of 
Northern Assam. 

Nidification. La Touche found this bird breeding in May and 
.June in the mountains North of Chihli: Sushkin took nests and 
eggs m Altai in May and birds breeding in Tibet in June and July 
have been identified as of this race. The nests are similar to 
those of E. c. stracheyi but the eggs have a pale bluish or sea-green 
gioutid, whilst the markings consist of coarse and fine lines 
sometimes scattered over the whole egg but generally in an 
intricate wreath at the larger end. The primary or superficial 
markings are of black or deep purple-red, the secondary of lavender 
or pale reddish. They measure about 21-3 x 15*0 min. In Tibet 
the birds breed between 12,000 and 15,000 feet. 

Habits. I hose of the. species but in Tibet they are resident 
birds at great heights. In China they are resident in the Northern 
Hills at 3,000 to 7,000 feet. 

(1128) Emberiza cia yunnanensis. 

The Yunnan Meadow-Bunting. 

Emberiza yunnanensis Sharpe, Bull. B.0.0., xiii p 12 nuno) 
(Talifii, Yunnan). ’ 1 ' ' 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Similar to the Chinese Meadow-Bunting but 
darker and more richly coloured at all seasons. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill above grey to leaden- 
black, lower mandible paler; feet li-ht brown (Forrest). 

Measurements. Wing 77 to 86 mm! 

Distribution. Yunnan, Shan States and ? Yangtse Valley. 

Nidification. A nest with eggs taken by Harington at 10,000 feet 
in the Shan States, at that time thought by him to 
must have been those of this race. Nothing was recorded by him 
about them and I cannot trace them in his collection. 

Habits. Obtained by Forrest at 9,000 and 10,000 feet in the 
Lichiang Range in Yunnan. 


(1129) Emberiza huttoni. 

The Gbet-neckbu Bunting. 


Emberiza huttoni Blyth, .T. A. S. B., xviii, p. 811 (1849) (Afghani- 
Emberiza buchanani. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 2oS. 


Vernacular names. Jamjohara (Hind.). 

Description. Lores and a ring round the eye greyish white; 
head neck and upper back rather ashy-grey; back ashy-brown 
with blackish central streaks: rump and upper tad-coverts the 
same but le-s definitely streaked; tail dark brown, narrowlv edged 
with fulvous ; outermost pair of feathers white except on shaft and 
patch at the tip of the outer web; penultimate pair brown on 
tbl outer web and base of the inner web, white on the terminal 

,11 o the inner web: scapulars like the back but, with a tinge of 
half ol the inner u. wi ng-coverts asl.y-brown; 

re i lain ini coverts and quills dark brown, broadly edged with rather 
dull' rufous • chin, throat and cheeks dull white, with an indistinct 
brown streak on either side of the throat; ax,liar,e« and under 
wing-coverts white; remainder of loner plumage pale dull 
rufous. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris dark brown; legs and feet yellowish- 
brown ; bill fleshy-brown (Butler). 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 82 to 
88 nun.; tail 66 to 74 mm.; tarsus 18 to 19 mm.: culmen about 
10 to 11 mm. 


In fresh plumage the feathers of the head have brownish margins 
and the crown is not so pure a grey ; the feathers of the underparts 
have fulvous edges which more or less obscure the rufous. The 
amount of white on the tail-feathers varies considerably. 

Female similar to the male but a little paler and duller and 
with less white on the tail, 

Distribution. Altai, Turkestan, Transcaspia, Persia, Afghanistan. 
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Baluchistan and North-West Kashmir. In Winter to North- 
West India, South to Chanda and East to Lucknow. 

The name buchanani by which this Bunting has generally been 
known cannot be used, as Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 780 (1847), 
himself states that the name was given to an Ortolan Bunting and 
is therefore a synonym of E . hortulana . 

Nidification. The Grey-necked Bunting breeds in Turkestan 
and probably also in Afghanistan, Baluchistan and Eastern Persia 
in May and June, making a very rough cup-shaped nest of dry 
grass, lined with finer grass and placed in open stony wastes, grass- 
covered plateaus or cultivation. It is said to be carefully concealed 
either under a rock or stone, or well under some protecting bush 
or tuft of grass. The eggs vary greatly in ground-colour, being 
pale greenish, pale pink or yellow stone-colour, or pale greyish. 
The marks consist of specks, spots and lines of black or deep 
purple-red. They measure from 19‘0 x 14-9 to 20-3 x 15*9 mm. 

Habits. This Bunting is a true migrant, passing through the 
North-Western Himalayas and the Plains of the whole of North- 
West India to Khandala on the {South and to Etawah on the 
East. Ticehurst found that in Sind males were much more 
numerous than females and believes the sexes migrate in separate 
flocks. In their breeding area they frequent in preference the 
barest deserts and plains but in India are found both in desert 
and in well-cultivated country among ripe crops of all sorts. 


(1130) Emberiza hortulana. 

Tun Ortolan‘Bunting. 

Emberiza hortulana Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 177 (1758> 
(Sweden); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 259. 

Vernacular names. Jamjohara (Hind.). 

Description. Lores and ring round the eye dull yellowish ; 
upper part of the head and nape dull olive-green indistinctly 
streaked with blackish; back and scapulars pale rufous with 
broad black streaks; rump and upper tail-coverts the same with 
narrow indistinct streaks; tail dark brown edged with fulvous- 
rufous, the two outer pairs of feathers white on the terminal 
halves of the inner webs and also on the outer web of the 
outermost; lesser wing-coverts ashy-brown ; other wing-coverts 
and quills dark brown, broadly edged with pale rufous; an 
indefinite brown moustachial streak; chin and throat yellow; 
upper breast dull olive-yellow with faint indications of* darker 
striae; remainder of lower plumage rufous ; axillaries and under 
wi ug-coverts y el 1 o w-bu flf. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark fleshy-yellow, 
darker on the riilmeu ; legs and feet pale fleshy or fleshy-brown. ? 

Measurements. Total length about 160 miu.; wins: 81 to 
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91 mm. ; rail 62 to 67 mm. ; tarsus 20 to 21 mm.: culmen about 
10 mm. 

The male after moulting has the feathers of the lower part 
fringed with paler yellowish-fulvous obscuring the rufous. 

The female is similar to the male but a paler, more yellowish- 
rufous below ; old females, however, are quite as yellow on the 
throat as old males. 

Young birds have the head like the back ; the throat is white, 
becked with dark brown and the breast and banks are boldly 
streaked with black. 

Distribution. Practically the whole of Europe ; North-West 
Africa; Northern Asia to West Mongolia; Central Asia to Syria, 
Persia, Afghanistan. In Winter to Mesopotamia, tlie Persian 
Gulf, Gilgit and North-West Kashmir. 

Nidification. A specimen killed in Gilgit on the 27th May 
must have been breeding but no nest has yet been found 
within Indian limits. In Europe it breeds in fields of rye and 
corn or on hillsides covered with hush-jungle. The nest is a 
loosely-built cup of grass and roots lined with bne grass or, 
occasionally, hair. It is placed either actually on the ground in a 
hollow protected by grass, bush or weed^, or else close to the 
ground in some bush or dense tuft of grass. It breeds during 
May and June and apparently has but one brood in the year. 
Tim eggs number four to six and are typically pale crearn or 
creamy-grey with rather hold blotches and coarse lines sparsely 
scattered over the whole surface or, more rarely, concentrated ii» 
a ring or cap at the larger end. Pa rely the ground-colour may 
be a comparatively d&t *reen. One hund 

“19*7x15-3 mm.: maxima 22*0x16*25 and 20*0x17*0 mm.; 
minima 18*0x14*5 mm.” ( Jourdctin ). 

Habits. The Ortolan Bunting is said to very closely resemble 
the Yellow-Hammer in its habits. It is a ground-feeding bird, 
eating insects and seeds, resting both on trees and hushes or 
ou buildings. Its song is said to resemble the words link, link, 
link , torji, the last note prolonged and harsh. 


(1131) Emberiza aureola. 

The Ybliow-ubkasteu Bujsjino. 


Emberiza aureola Pallas, Poise Puss. Peich., ii, n. 7]] 
(Irtysh) ; Blni-f. & Onto-, ii, p. 259. 


(1773) 


Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Lores, chin, cheeks, ear-coverts and a narrow 
eyebrow I>lack ; whole upper plumage and lesser wing coverts 
deep chestnut-maroon, nearly always showing some remains of 
the pale Winter edging; tail dark brown edged with pale rul'ous, 
the outermost pair of feathers with a, broad diagonal white patch' 
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across the inner web and the next pair with a small white patch 
near the tip; median wing-coverts white, greater wing-coverts 
maroon tipped with white; quills and primary-coverts dark 
blown edged with rufous; a band between the throat and the 
breast and the sides ot the breast maroon; remainder of lower 
plumage bright yellow, more or less marked with maroon on the 
minks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson-brown ; upper mandible 
d«k Immy-brown, l0Wer flesl, J'- , ' 0 «>.v; legs and feet fleshy- 

„ Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.; wine 70 to 

/ J mm. ; tail 58 to 62 mm.: tarsus 20 to 21 mm.; culmen 10 to 
11 mm. 

After the Autumn moult the maroon of the, upper parts and 
t u oat is almost hidden by pale ashy fringes to the feathers • 
there is a distinct supercilium of yelU-tipped feathers and 
Uie ear-covens are more yellow than blackish. 

Female. The crown chestnut-brown with darker centres • 
sides and back of neck olive-brown faintly streaked; back and 
scapulars olive-chestnut boldly streaked with brow,,; rump and 
upper tail-coverts chestnut, the latter with dark centres- tail -is 
in the male ; wings as m the male but the lesser coverts nearly 
all dark brown and the greater coverts edged will, pale rufous 
and no white lips ; median coverts with onlv narrow while lip. . 
oar-coverts olive-yellow surrounded In chestnut-brown- lower 
plumage yellow, the Hanks streaked will, blackish 

Young birds are like the female but have the crown coloured 
like the back whilst the breast and lower parts are much more 
feebly streaked with blackish. 

Distribution. Breeding in North Russia, through Siberia, Mon- 

Sontl a '“ , ;-' "“' l V 0 Ja P an and 1,1 South to Central, 

S nth and \\ ester,. Europe, extreme North-West India. .Nepal, 

s klwm, Assam, the whole of Burma, Siam, Malay Stales, and 
will na. 

'if Yull ' ) "- 1 ;r astud Buntin e breeds during June 
and Jul> horn Bussia to Eastern Siberia, making lhe usual 
Bunting s nest o grass hut often placing it at some height iVom 
the ground n, alder- and birch-bushes. The eggs, lour to six 
n number, vary in ground-colour Iron, a clear grey-green to 

with dull bhdV 8t,, "^- ,l r! r and " re cloud(,fl '»‘ d blotched 
. , duH bluish-green, reddish-brown or, raivlv, blackish-hrown 
with secondary markings of lavender and pale grey-green In •. 
lew eggs there are ft certain number of streaks but never of any 
gieai length, ( tie hundred eggs (52 Jcmlain) average 20*6 x 

iso sanis?. ***** . 

Habits. This is a Binning of meadow-lands, upland plateaus 
and open spaces, though it also inhabits bush-cover.d com,try and 
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is said to be especially fond of moist places on the edges of 
rivers, swamps and lakes. It is a very common AY'inter visitor to 
Assam and Burma, being then found both in well-wooded and 
in open country. It has occurred in the Nicolmrs. 


Emberiza spodocephala. 

Emberiza spodocephala Pallas,] Reise Russ. Reich., iii, p. 698 
(1776). 

Type-locality : Daurian Alps. 

The typical form differs from that which is found in Assam, 
Burma etc. in being a much paler yellow below. 


(1132) Emberiza spodocephala melanops. 

The Yangtse Black-headed Bunting. 

Emberiza melanops Blyth, J. A. S. B.. xiv, p. 554 (1845) (Tippera). 

Emberiza spodocephala . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 260. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Round the eye, lores, chin and face blackish, 
shading into olive-green on the head, neck and breast; back, 
scapulars, wing-coverts and innermost secondaries rufous-brown 
with bold black centres, the rufous richest next the black and 
more fulvous at the edge; rump and upper tail-coverts paler olive- 
brown ; tail dark brown, the outer feathers white except at the 
base and external tip ; the penultimate feathers with a triangular 
white patch at the tip of the inner web ; primaries and secondaries 
brown edged with rufous ; abdomen, flanks and under tail-coverts 
bright yellow, the flanks streaked with dark brown ; under wing- 
coverts and axillaries yellowish white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; upper mandible dark horny- 
brown, paler at the base, lower mandible yellow or fleshy-horny; 
legs and feet fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; wing 74 to 
79 mm.; tail 60 to 64 mm.: tarsus about 19 mm.; culrnen 
9 to 10 mm. 

After the moult the feat bn s of the hind neck have narrow' 
rufous-brown edges which very quickly wear oft*. 

Female has the head rufous, streaked with brown like the back ; 
lores, supercilium, cheeks and ear-coverts mixed yellow and 
brown : chin, throat and breast dull greenish-yellow streaked w ith 
brown; lower breast, abdomen, lower tail-coverts and flanks 
brighter yellow, the last streaked with blackish. 

Young birds have the yellow on the low’er parts replaced by 
buffv-white and the streaks are more numerous than in the 
female. 
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Distribution. Breeding in the Yangtse Valley and North- 
Western China; in Winter found in Northern and Central 
Burma, Siam, Manipur, Assam, B. Bengal, Bhutan and Buxa 
Duars, Sikkim and Nepal. The birds breeding in the Hupeh 
District of China seem to be of this subspecies, which probably 
also breeds in Yunnan, where it is very common in Winter. 

According to Sushkin the form breeding West of Szechuan to 
Altai is typical spodocephala . There are some of Hodgson’s 
specimens from Nepal which are very pale and might possibly be 
this race but they are such bad specimens that it would not be 
safe to name them. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded except Styan’s note that it 
breeds in the lower Yangtse basin. I have two eggs, given me by 
Mr. H. E. Dresser, taken on the 18th May, 1902, in Northern 
China, which are presumably of this-race. They are indistin¬ 
guishable from the eggs of E. s % spodocephala , looking very like 
Tree-Sparrow eggs and they measure 21-1x14*8 and 21*5 x 
14*9 mm. 

Habits. In Summer a shy bird, keeping much to undergrowth 
and scrub but in Winter, during migration in Southern China, 
frequenting gardens and orchards and becoming very tame. In 
Assam it is not uncommon in the plains from October to March 
but in that province it keeps much to long grass, especially in the 
vicinity of rivers and swamps. 


(1133) Emberiza melanocepbala. 

The Black-headed Bunting. 

Emberiza melanocepluda Scop., Annus i, Hist. Nat., p. 142 (1769) 
(Carniola); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 261. 

Vernacular names, (random (Hind.); Booree (Sind). 

Description.— Male. Whole upper parts and sides of head black; 
the hinder crown nearly always retaining some of the golden- 
brown fringes; nape rufous and golden-yellow ; back, scapulars, 
rump and shorter upper tail-coverts orange-chestnut; the louger 
tail-coverts brown edged with ashy; tail brown margined with 
fulvous and with a whitish edge ai the end of the inner webs of 
the outermost pair of feathers : lesser wing-coverts orange-chest¬ 
nut; other coverts and quills dark brown edged with ashy-white; 
sides of the breast chestnut; lower plumage, under wing-coverts 
and axillaries bright deep yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; upper mandible horny- 
brown, gape, commissure and lower mandible yellowish-horny; 
legs and feet fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 mm.; wing 90 to 
99 mm.; tail 67 to 72 mm.; tarsus 23 to 24 mm. ; culinen about 
13 to 14 mm. 
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Male after moult has the black feathers of the ,'head edged 
with rufous-brown, the chestnut feathers of wings and back 
edged with ashy-olive and many or the feathers of the underparts 
edged with lilac-ashy. 

Female. Whole upper plumage and lesser wing-coverts pale 
fulvous-brown, with a faint rufous tinge; the feathers of the 
head, back, scapulars and coverts centred darker and the feathers 
of the rump with a golden sheen ; below pale clear fulvous, the 
breast with a tinge of vinous and everywhere traces of yellow, the 
under tail-coverts being all of this colour. 

Distribution. Eastern Europe from Italy, Asia Minor, Pales¬ 
tine, Syria, Mesopotamia, Persia, Afghanistan and Baluchistan. 
Occurs in Winter in India in Sind, North-West Provinces, 
Punjab, liajputana, Deccan and the Bombay Presidency on the 
West to Belgaum and Khandesh. 

i agree with Ticehurst that our Indian and Eastern bird is not 
separable from that found in Europe. 

Nidification. The Black-headed Bunting breeds during May, 
June and July, making an untidy nest of grass, mixed with leaves 
and plant-stems etc. and lined with fine grass or hair. Unlike 
most Buntings the nest, though sometimes placed on the ground, 
is generally built on bushes, vines, or small fruit-trees of various 
kinds. The eggs are not at all like Bunting’s eggs in character. 
The ground-colour varies from almost white to pale bluish-green, 
rarely tinged with yellow and the markings consist of specks and 
small spots of dark brown with secondary ones of pale lavender 
and grey. Occasionally the marks are larger and more blotchy 
and in these instances are often more numerous in a ring or cap 
at the larger end. One hundred eggs average 22*4 x 16*1 mm.: 
maxima 26 0xl5T and 23*8x18*2 mm. ; minima 19*0 x 14**5 
and 19*2 x 14*0 mm. 

Habits. In Europe during Summer the Black-headed Bunting 
is a very familiar bird, breeding in cultivated country round about 
villages ; in Palestine also it breeds in orchards and groves but in 
Asia it breeds in the wilder wastes in scrub-jungle. In India it 
arrives in the North-West Provinces, Punjab, Sind, etc. in the end 
of August in vast flocks which often do immense harm to crops. 
Ticehurst says they assemble in such numbers that when flushed 
aud taking refuge in the nearest Acacia-trees they make the 
whole tree look yellow. The sexes according to him migrate in 
separate flocks and the birds moult after their arrival in their 
Winter quarters. 
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(1134) Emberiza icterica. 

The Red-iieaded Bunting. 

v 

Emberiza icterica Eversm., Add. Pall. Zoogr. Ross.-Asiat., ii, pi. 10 
(1835 ) (Transcaspia). 

Emberiza lutcola. Blanf. & Gate?, ii, p. 262. 

Vernacular names. Gandam (Hind.); Dalchidi (Sind); Pacha 
jinuwaji (Tel.). 

Description. — Male. Extreme point of cliin and lores next the 
bill golden-yellow ; whole head, throat and breast golden orange- 
brown ; hind neck and sides of neck golden-yellow; back,, 
scapulars and lesser wing-coverts olive-yellow streaked with 
brown; whole of lower parts, rump, shorter upper tail-coverts, 
axillaries and under wing-coverts brilliant deep yellow ; longer 
tail-coverts olive-yellow ; tail brown, narrowly edged with olive- 
yellow ; median and greater coverts and quills dark brown edged 
with pale whitish-brown, sometimes tinged with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill greyish-brown above, 
darkest on the cuimen and greenish-brown below ; legs and feet 
brown (Butler). 

Measurements. Total length about 160 min.; wing 86 to 
80 mm. ; tail 69 to 73 mm.; tarsus about 20 to 21 mm.; culmeu 
12 to 13 mm. 

After the Autumn moult the orange-brown feathers of the head 
and breast are fringed with light brown and lilac respectively, 
almost concealing the basal colour. 

Female. Whole upper plumage ashy-brown, the mantle and, to 
a less extent, the head streaked with dark brown; wing-feathers 
dark brown with broad margins of pale* fulvous-brown ; lower 
plumage pale fulvous, washed with yellow in varying degrees and 
with the under tail-coverts all of this colour. 

Young males are like the females but with the rump more 
heavily washed with golden-olive. 

Nestling brown above, heavily streaked with black except on 
hind neck and rump ; below pale fulvous streaked with brown on 
the chin, throat and breast; abdomen whitish washed with 
yellow ; under tail-coverts yellow. 

Distribution. Transeaspfa, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Kashmir, 
Mesopotamia, Persian Gulf: North to Altai and West Siberia, 
South to North-West Frontier, Punjab, Sind, Eajputnna, Central 
Provinces, Bombay Presidency to Belgaum, Madras and East to 
Chota Nagpur. 

Stresemann has shown that, unfortunately we cannot retain the 
name luteola , as the plate accompanying the description is that of 
an American genus Sycalis. 

Nidification. Very similar to that of the Black-headed Bunting. 
The eggs are also similar in character but the ground colour is 
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almost white and the general tone is very dingy and dull. Fifty 
eggs average 20*3x15*7 mm.: maxima 22*0x17*0 and 21*9 x 
17*1 mm.; minima 18*9 x 15*5 and 20*2 x 145 mm. Most birds 
breed in May but eggs have been taken from April to July. It 
probably breeds in the Kurram Valley, as Wardlaw Eamsay found 
it breeding in a valley which drains into it. 

Habits. Similar to those of Emberiza melanocejihala. 

(1135) Emberiza rutila. 

The Chestnut Bunting 

Emberiza rutila Pall. Beise Buss. Beich., iii, p. 698 (1776) 
(Mongolia) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 263. 

Vernacular names. Lali ganclam (Iiind.). 

Description. — Male. Whole head, upper plumage, wing-coverts, 
chin, throat and breast deep chestnut; greater coverts brown 
tipped with chestnut ; tail, primary-coverts and quills dark brown 
edged very narrowly with ashy-ochre, inner secondaries mostly 
chestnut on the outer web ; Hanks olive-green streaked with 
yellow ; remainder oi lower plumage bright yellow ; axillaries and 
under wing-coverts olive-grey tipped with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill above 
dark horny-brown, lower mandible and gape yellowish-horny ; 
legs and feet pale yellowish-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 150 mm. ; wing 74 to 
77 mm.; tail 56 to 59 mm.; tarsus 19 to 20 mm.; culmen 
10 to 11 mm. 

After the Autumn moult the chestnut feathers are edged with 
ashy-yellow. 

Female. Above ashy olive-brown boldly streaked with black; 
rump and upper tail-coverts chestnut ; longer upper tail- 
coverts brown edged with ashy, tail brown edged with ashy-olive ; 
wing-feathers dark brown edged with fulvous ; a very indistinct 
supercilium. cheeks, chin and throat mottled fulvous, white and 
brown; remainder of lower plumage oily-yellow, the flanks streaked 
with olive-green and the breast sometimes streaked with brown 
or with a brownish tinge. 

Young males are like the females but some show traces of the 
chestnut on the head and are a brighter yellow below. 

The Nestling is brown above and yellowish below, boldly 
streaked everywhere with dark brown. 

Distribution. Breeding in East Siberia and North China; 
Wintering in South China, Indo-Chinese countries, Burma as far 
South as the Tennnsserim District, Shan States, Chin Hills, 
Assam, Manipur, Bhutan Duars and Sikkim. 

Nidification. According to Taczanowski this Bunting breeds in 
North China and Eastern Siberia in May and June, making the 
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usual Bunting’s nest on the ground and laying eggs similar in 
character to those of E. aureola but with a yellowish ground-colour 
instead of greenish. Eggs taken in Dauria measured 17*0 x 14*2 
and 18*3 x 13-7 mm. 


Habits. Similar to those of the Yellow-breasted Bunting. 
According to Pere David it is a favourite cage-bird in China and 
lias a sweet well-sustained song in the breeding-season. 


(1136) Emberiza striolata striolata. 


The Striolatejd Bunting. 

Fringilla striolata Liclit., Verz. Doubl. Mus. Berlin, p. 24 (1823) 
(Nubia). 

Emberiza striolata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 264. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape greyish-white, boldly 
streaked with black; upper plumage, scapulars and lesser wing- 
coverts pale rufous-ashy streaked with brown; tail brown edged 
with ashy-rufous; shoulder of wing and visible portions of greater 
secondaries rufous; quills brown, edged with rufous, the rufous 
iucreasing in width on the inner primaries and secondaries ; a 
supercilium whitish ; a line behind the eye and the ear-coverts 
dark brown divided by and iollowed by a white streak ; chin, 
throat and upper breast greyish-white streaked with black ; low*er 
plumage, pale rufous-buff, darker on tbe flanks, axillaries and 
under wdng-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; upper mandible dark horny- 
brown, lower mandible fleshy or yellowish-horny ; legs and feet 
flesh-colour or yellowish flesh-colour. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 to 130 mm.; wing 69 
to 79 mm. ; tail 58 to 61 nun. ; tarsus 15 to 16 mm. ; oilmen 9 
to 10 mm. 

Male after moulting show's a little more pale edging to the 
feathers of the upper plumage and wings. 

Female resembles the male but is decidedly paler and duller. 

Distribution. Nubia. Arabia, Palestine and North-West ludia, 
Punjab, North-West Frontier Provinces, Sind etc. East to 
Eta wall and South to Saugor in the Central Provinces. 

Nidification. Mr. E. E. Kemp took the eggs of this Bunting 
near Saugor and Col. R. H. Rattray took two more nests in 
Thull. Both these nests w ere rough saucers of grass placed on 
the ground under the shelter of withered bushes in very arid stonv 
hillsides. In one pair of eggs the ground-colour is pinkish, 
covered every where with primary markings, of reddish-brown and 
others, underlying, of pale lavender. Jn the other pair the 
ground is white and the superior markings are of dark ochre- 
brown, whilst I lie secondary ones are of grev. They measure 
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20*3 x 15*8, 20*8x15*7, 21*3x15*3 and 21*0x-15*5 liiiii. The 
tirst nest was found on the 17th April, the second on the 
2nd June. Hume took nests with eggs and young on the 12th 
and 16th November near Ajmer in similar places and one nest 
on the 19th in a niche in a stone temple. 

Habits. This Bunting is an inhabitant of arid plains and stony 
bare hillsides and wherever such are the common features of the 
country, whether surrounding or far removed from human 
habitations, there it will be found a permanent resident. It is 
a cheerful, lively little bird, typically Bunting-like in all its ways, 
feeding on the ground on seeds, grain and berries with a change 
to insects in the breeding-season. Its voice is sweet but rather 
feeble and its note can hardly be termed a song. 

(1137) Emberiza calandra calandra. 

The Corn-Bunting. 

Emberiza calandra Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 176 (1758) 
(Sweden). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Above rufous-brown to ashy-brown, varying 
greatly in tone and in some ( fide Witherby) yellowish-brown ; 
streaked throughout with blackish-brown ; the stivaks on the 
rump finer and in some birds almost obsolete; the upper tail- 
coverts tipped with white; tail dark brown edged with fulvous- 
ashy ; wing-feathers brown edged with more rufous-ashy; a paler 
patch under and behind the ear-coverts, which are like the crown ; 
lower plumage pale buff, darker on the flanks, albescent on the 
throat and abdomen, streaked everywhere except on the abdomen 
with dark brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill yellowish-horny, 
darker on the culmen and at the tip ; legs and feet fleshy-yellow 
or pale yellow. 

Measurements. Total length 180 to 190 mm.; wing 89 to 
101 mm.; tail 67 to 76 mm.; hill from skull 12 to 15 mm.; 
tarsus 24 to 27 mm. ( Witherby ). 

The Young are paler above and more profusely streaked 
except on the centre of the crown ; the chin and throat are more 
buff and less profusely streaked and the abdomen is whiter and 
almost unstreaked. 

Distribution. Practically all Europe, North Africa and 
Western Asia, occasionally coming as far South ns Sind in W inter. 

Nidification. In the more Northern areas the Corn-Bunting 
breeds during June, July and early August and in the Southern 
countries a month to six weeks earlier. The nest is a large, 
rather loosely-built cup of grass, mixed to some extent with roots 
and lined with liner grass or, more rarely, hair. It is generally 
placed on the ground in growing crops, sometimes in grass and 
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occasionally in furze or other bushes a few inches above the 
ground. The eggs number four or live, exceptionally six. They 
vary considerably; the ground-colour ranges from pure white 
to greyish, dull pink or ruFescent; the markings, which consist 
oF blotches, coarse lines and streaks, are ot blackish-blue, dull 
purple or reddish-brown, with secondary blotches and smudges 
oF dull grey and lavender. One hundred eggs average 24’. X 
17*6 mm.: maxima 28 0x190 mm.; minima 210x17*0 and 
22 x 16 0 mm. 

Habits. The Corn-Bunting is u bird of open country or fields 
or wheat and other grain and it seems very partial to downs and 
cultivation close to the sea. It has no song but the male keeps 
up a continuous dreary call when the lien is sitting. It is a 
resident bird over the greater part oF its range but some of the 
Asiatic birds mo\e South in winter and have been recorded from 
Jhang in the Punjab ( Whistler and Ticehurst) and from Doulatpur 
in Sind (Murry). 

Exnberiza citrinella. 

Emberiza citrinella Linn., Sy>t. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 177 (1758). 

Type-lo ality : Sweden. 

The typical Form differs from the Eastern bird in being 
darker on the upper parts. 


(1138) Emberiza citrinella erythrogenys. 

The Eastern Yellow-Hammer. 

Emberiza erythroyenys It lull m, Yogelfang, p. 414 (1855) (Sareptaj. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Head yellow, marked in varying degree on the 
crown with dark green feathers with blackish shafts ;;inl most 
birds the dark green shows principally on the sides oF the crown 
and nape, leaving supercilia and a coronal streak purer yellow; 
sides and back of neck greenish brown obsoietely streaked: 
mantle rufescent ashy-brown, boldly streaked with black; rump 
chestnut with no streaks but fringed with pale ashy when freshly 
moulted; tail dark brown, the Feathers edged with pale ashy, the 
outermost pair mostly white on the terminal half of the inner 
web and the next pair with a smaller white patch; lesser wing- 
coverts brown tipped with chestnut; median coverts brown 
tipped with chestnut and yellow; greater coverts and innermost 
secondaries blackish edged with rufous-chestnut; primary-coverts 
and primaries blackish edged with \ellow, the edges broader on 
1 he iniinr primaries and outer secondaries; below yellow, the 
throat often with black specks except on the oldest birds : the 
breast with a broad band of mingled olive-green and chestnut and 
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the flanks more olive-green, profusely streaked with dark brown 
and sometimes with rufous patches. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; upper mandible dark 
bluish -horny, lower mandible yellowish-horny; legs and feet flesh- 
colour or pale fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 85 to 
89 mm.; tail 73 to 75 mm.; tarsus about 20 to 21 mm.; culmen 
about 11 to 12 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male but with less yellow and more 
green on the head; breast and Hanks more brown and less 
chestnut than in the male and the underparts often paler yellow. 

Young birds are mottled brown and yellow on head; upper 
plumage like the adult but with broad chestnut edges to the 
feathers; lower parts yellow, much streaked throughout with 
brown. 

Distribution. Russia and West Siberia; West to East Prussia, 
East to Altai and Yenesei, Turkestan, Persia, Central Asia and 
Asia Minor. How far West this bird should be considered to be 
of this race is doubtful but specimens obtained by Meiklejohn 
East of Reval and Esthonia appear to be referable to it. 

Nidification. Quite indistinguisable from the Common Yellow- 
Hammer. I he nest is a cup made of grass, roots, weed-stems, 
moss and leaves with a lining of fine grass and sometimes, as with 
all Buntings, a little hair. It may be placed in a bank, among the 
weeds etc. at the foot of a hedge, or occasionally in a bush or 
clump of turze or broom. The eggs, three to five in number, vary 
in ground-colour from the palest pink, cream, yellowish- or bluish- 
grey, almost white, to rather warm tints of the same. The 
marks consist principally of fine lines of reddish-brown or dark 
blackish-brown irregularly distributed over the whole surface but 
usually more numerous at the larger end ; the secondary marks 
consist of more smudgy lines and washes of pale lavender, 
lavender-grey or pinkish-grey. Thirty eggs average 20*7 X 
16*1 mm.: maxima 21*6x10*6 and 21*1x17*1 mm.; minima 
19 9 x 15*7 and 20 7 x 15*0 mm. 

Habits differ in no way from those of the Common Yellow- 
Hammer. 


Genus MELOPHUS. 

Melophns Swainson, Class. Birds, ii, p. 290 (1837). 
i ype, Melophus melanicterus Gmelin. 

I be genus Melophus , which contains but one Indian species, 
differs from all other Buntings in having a long crest. The tail 
is nearly square at the tip. The sexes are differently coloured 
but both male and female have a considerable amount of red on 
the wings and tail. 
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This bird is founded by Graelin in part on Muller’s Loxia 
fimbriata (Nat. Hist . Suppl. p. 153, 1776), which in turn is based 
on Buffon’s Moineau de Macao (Planches Enl. No. 224). In this 
plate three birds are represented and No. 1 bears some superficial 
resemblance to Melophus but it has no crest and a quite wrongly- 
coloured toil. It is, moreover, figured with two black American 
Tanagers, to which it bears an even closer resemblance except for 
the chestnut wings. It is extremely doubtful if this bird was 
ever intended to represent a Crested Bunting and, this being so, 
Muller’s name of fimbriata cannot be accepted. 


(1139) Meloplius melanicterus. 

The Chested Bunting. 

Fringilla melanictera Gruelin, Syst. Nat. i, p. 910 (1788) (Macao). 
Melophus melanicterus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 265. 

Vernacular names. Pathar-chirta (Hind.). 



Fig. 4fi.—Head of M. melanicterus. 


Description.—Male. Head, neck, back, rump, tips of upper 
tail-coven s, lesser wing-coverts, whole lower plumage except 
thighs and under tail-coverts black ; tips of wing- and tail-feathers 
and inner webs of inner secondaries black, glossed on the head, 
back, breast and wings with deep blue-green; thighs and under 
tail-coverts mixed with brown and chestnut; remainder of 
plumage chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dusky, blackish 
above and ileshy at the base of the lower mandible ; feet fleshy- 
brown, the toes darker, claws blackish, paler at the tips (JScully). 

Measurements. Total length about 160 mm.; wing 79 to 
88 min.; tail 67 to 71 mm. ; tarsus 20 to 21 mm. ; culmen 
about 11 to 12 mm. 

The male after the Autumn moult Ipas all the feathers of the 
black parts edged with olive-brown and traces of these fringes 
generally show to some extent even in the most abraded 
plumage. 
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Female. Whole upper plumage and short crest dark brown, each 
feather edged with ashy-olive; tail dark brown edged with 
cinnamon and the outer feathers except at the tip and base 
all dull cinnamon; wing-feathers brown edged with cinnamon 
and the quills cinnamon on the inner webs, tipped with brown 
onlv ; ear-coverts and cheeks brown mottled with olive; below 
dull buff, the flanks and sides of the neck darker and more olive 
and these parts with the throat and upper breast more or less 
mottled and streaked with dark brown. 

Young birds are like the female blit the male partly assumes 
the colour of the adult at the first Autumn moult. 

Distribution. The Crested Bunting extends throughout the 
lower Himalayas from Kashmir to E. Assam ; the hilly country of 
Western India and Raj put-ana to Lohard.-iga and Bihar. In 
Burma it extends throughout the hills from Manipur, Chin and 
Kaehin Hills to Tenosserim, 

ITidification. This Bunting breeds in the hills from a few 
hundred feet high to some (5,000 feet, possibly reaching .its 
highest breeding-range in the Xaga Hills, where it certainly breeds 
up to 8,000 feet. The only place where it breeds actually in the 
Plains is, 1 believe, Bihar. It breeds during April to August, 
making a cup-shaped rmafc of grass, often mixed with other 
materials such as roots, moss, plant-stems etc., lined with flue grass, 
fine roots or hail*. Some nests are quite shallow, ill put together 
and fragile, wlii >t. others, tin* majority perhaps, are strong, 
compact little cups. They are placed on the ground under shelter 
of a stone, clod or bush, or are built in holes in wall*, banks and 
even buildings. The eggs number three or four anil in ground¬ 
colour vary from pure white to creamy or yellowish stone-colour. 
The markings consist of specks, spots and blotches of dark brown 
or reddish-brown, numerous everywhere but frequently more 
so at the larger end, where they may form a ring or cap. The 
underlv iug marks are of lavender or pale grey. Fifty eggs average 
20 1x150 mm.: maxima 21*3x15*2 and 21*1x16*7 min.; 
minima 17*9 X 13*9 and 18*1x13*0 nun. 

Habits. The Crested Bunting is a bird of open dry country, 
bo'h eulrivated and more or levss desert, keeping almost entirely 
i'i hills but resident wherever found, throughout the year. It is 
by no means a shy bird, often frequenting towns, villages and 
forts where the surrounding country is suitable. It seems to 
have no song bur its notes are sweet and full and it is a cheerful, 
lively little bird in its ways. 
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Family BOMBYCILLID|® 

If we reject the name Ampelis for the Waxwing and accept, as 
we must do, tlie name Bombycilla, the name of the family must 
take its derivation from that "of the only genus it contains. 

This curious genus is remarkable for its full, long crest and for 
the wax-like prolongation of the shafts of the secondaries, from 
which feature the Waxwings take their name. ^ The wing is long 
and pointed and has ten primaries, of which the first is minute; the 
tail of twelve feathers is short and square; the bill is short 
and stout, slightly curved and with a simple notch; the tarsi 

are very short. \ 

A very careful examination of the material in the British 
Museum confirms Dr. Marten’s doubts as to there being any 
grounds for t he separation of this species into subspecies, though it 
Ts possible, if not probable, that there is a breeding bird (Poliakow’s 
centraJasice) in the Altai Mis. For the present I retain all these 
birds under the binomial. 


Genus BOMBYCILLA. 

Bombycilla Vieill., Ois. Am., p. 88 (1808). 

Type, Bombycilla cedromm A ieill. 

(1140) Bombycilla garrula. 

Thu Waxwing. 

Lanins garnilus Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 95 (1758) (Sweden). v 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Adult male. Lores and a narrow pointed line, 
eliin and throat black; line from under the gape white, changing 
to rufous on the cheeks : forehead and anterior crown chestnut, 
changing to vinous grey-brown on the rest of (he head, neck 
and nape, darker and browner on the back and scapulars and 
changing to ashy-grey on the rump and upper tail-coverts; tail 
grey at the base with black subapical patch and brilliant yellow 
Tips : wing-coverts and innermost two or three secondaries like 
the back; greater secondaries black tipped with white : primaries 
black, the second with a small white line at the tip of the outer 
web, increasing on each succeeding feather round the tip of both 
webs and becoming yellow on (he inner primaries and much 
broader; secondaries,‘except the inner two or three, dark grey 
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with white patches at the end of the outer webs and with the 
tips of the shafts prolonged into brilliant red flat drops ; breast 
pinkish-brown becoming more grey on the posterior flanks and 
abdomen ; under tail-coverts deep chestnut. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black, fleshy at the 
base ; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 180 to 190 mm. ; wing 112 
to 120 mm.; tail 59 to 67 mm.; tarsus about 20 to 22 mm.; 
culmen about 10 to 11*5 mm. 

Female similar to male but the yellow on the wing almost 
white; chin and throat sometimes less intensely black and, ficle 
Witherbv, the mantle more inclined to be greyish. 

Young birds have the upper parts brown ; the throat and lower 
parts pale dull brown with huff ill-defined striations on abdomen 
and flanks ; under tail-coverts pale chestnut-brown ; wings and tail 
as in the adult female ; bill yellowish. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Arctic regions of Eastern and 
Western hemispheres; in Winter South to Central Europe and 
Asia ; in the extreme East farther South to South China. Mngrath 
obtained a single fine male of the species in the cantonments,. 
Bannu, N.W. Frontier and he and Whitehead also obtained it at 
Kohat in 1906 and 1907. 

Nidification. The Waxwing breeds generally in swampy 
forests of conifers, occasionally in stunted birches. The founda¬ 
tion of the nest is of spruce-twigs, the remaining materials 
grass and lichens, lined with fine grass, down, feathers or reindeer 
hair. The eggs number four to six and in colour vary from 
ashy-grey to ashy-blue. The primary markings consist of black 
spots and specks, rather bold in character, distributed fairly 
numerously over the whole surface but more numerous towards 
the larger end; the secondary spots are of dark grey and 
lavender. The average size of one hundred eggs is 24*03x 
17*29 mm. : maxima 28*3 X 18*0 and 24*8 x 188 mm.; minima 
21*1 x 16*3 and 25*0 x 157 mm. 

The breeding-season is from the end of May to early July. 

Habits. It is said to be a very silent bird, occasionally uttering 
a single plaintive note. It is very tame and confiding, especially 
in Winter, w hen it frequents orchards, gardens and the outskirts 
of towns and villages. It feeds on insects in Summer and on 
berries, especially juniper and mountain ash, in Winter. At this- 
latter season it associates in flocks and its migrations extend far 
both South and West, but are very irregular. 
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Fig. 47 .—Uirundo d. crythropygia . 


Family HIliUNDINIDiE. 

The edges of both mandibles smooth, with a single notch,'or 
the indication of one, in the upper; the hinder part of the tarsus 
longitudinally bilaminated, the laminaa entire and smooth; front 
of tarsus smooth ; wing with nine primaries, the first and second 
nearly equal; the longest secondaries reaching to about the 
middie of tlie wing; bill flat, broad and triangular when viewed 
from above; gape very wide; rectrices twelve; sexes alike; a 
moult in the Spring only; young similar to the adult but with 
the feathers pale-edged on the upper plumage ; rietal bristles 
weak* 

The Swallows resemble each other very closely in structure, 
differing only in the shape of the tail. As this, however, is 
different in almost every species, it cannot be considered a generic 
character. They can, however, be divided into four fairly well- 
defined genera by differences such as the feathering of the tarsus 
and by their colour and colour-pattern. 
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Key to Genera. 


A. Tarsus and toes feathered. Delichon, p. 226. 

B. Tarsus and toes bare, or with a tuft of 

feathers only. 

a . Upper plumage unglossed brown. 

a'. Tail-feathers without white spots . . Kiparia, p. 231. 
b Tail-feathers spotted with white- Ptyonoprogne, p. 236. 

b. Upper plumage mostly glossy blue-black Hirundo, p. 239. 


Genus DELICHON. 

D(dichon Horsf. & Moore, Cat. Birds Mus. E. I. Co., i, p. 384 (1854). 
Type, Deliclion nepalensis Hodgs. 

The genus Deliclion contains the Martins, birds distinguished 
from all others in the same family by their wholly feathered tarsi 
and toes. The rump is conspicuously white; the tail varies from 
deeply forked to almost square. 

Key to Species. 

Under tail-coverts white ; tail deeply 

forked . D. urbica , p. 226. 

Under tail-coverts black ; tail square .... D. nejxilensis, p. 230. 


Delichon urbica. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. The longer upper tail-coverts black 

a. Lower plumage pure white . D. u. urbica , p. 226. 

b. Lower plumage smoky or greyish- 

white . D.u. cashmeriensis , p. 228. 

B. The longer upper tail-coverts white . . D.u. ichiteleyi , p. 229. 

(1141) Delichon urbica urbica. 

The House-Martin. 

Hirundo urbica Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 192 (1758) (Sweden). 
Chelidon urbica . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 269. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper part of the head, back and scapulars black, 
glossed with deep blue; longest upper tail-coverts the same; 
wings and tail dull, rather brownish black, the lesser wing-coverts 
edged with blue gloss; rump, shorter upper and under tail- 
coverts white with some very faint brown shaft-lines; lower 
plumage white. A few of the white bases to the feathers of the 
hind neck often show as an indistinct collar. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and 
feet pale fleshy. 
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Measurements. Total length about 150 min.; wing 104 to 
112 mm.; tail 59 to 63 mm.; tarsUs about 10 to 11 mm. ; culmeii 
about 6 mm. 

Young birds have the black portions of the plumage replaced 
by dull smoky-brown and the lower surface washed with fulvous- 
browu or smoky-brown; the inner secondaries have rather broad 
white tips. 

Distribution. Europe, Eastern Asia to Turkestan, Persia, 
Afghanistan, Grilgit, Northern Kashmir to Leh and Ladakh. 
In Winter South to Africa and North-West India, wandering 
occasionally as far South as Coimbatore, Mysore (27th April) and 
the Central Provinces. 



Figs. 48, 49, 50.— Foot, head, and bill of 1). u. urbica. 


Nidification. The House-Martin breeds in Northern Europe 
in June and in the more Southern countries in the end of May, 
whilst in the Himalayas eggs may be found in June and July. 
It builds a nest made of tiny pellets of mud, stuck together when 
wet and well lined with feathers. In shape it is like a semi-cup, 
the edges taken up to the eaves of the building, which form the 
roof, leaving a small entrance at the top. In Europe it is prac¬ 
tically always placed under the eaves of houses, but in Western 
Asia it more often than not breeds on cliffs and Osnmston found 
it breeding on cliffs in Ladakh between 12,000 and 14,200 feet 
under overhanging rocks. The only Indian eggs in my collection 
were taken at Taukse, Ladakh, by Col. Ward’s collector, the 
parents of these eggs being typical D. u. urbica . The eggs are 
pure white and number four or five, rarely six. Fifty-four 
average ( Witherby) 19 4 x 13’2 mm. 

It lias also been reported as breeding in Mysore in the 
Shemogat District. In this case a colony is said to have built 
their nests under a large overhangiug rock in the bed of the 
river Tunga and, from the appearance of the place, had appar 
ently bred there for many years. 

Habits. The European House-Martin is a common Winter 
visitor to the North-West of India, wandering occasionally as far 
South as Mysore and, more often, to the Central Provinces. It 
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is as familiar and tame a bird in India as elsewhere, hawking 
for its insect food utterly regardless of lookers on. It arrives in 
its winter quarters in large but \ery scattered flocks in the end of 
October, leaving again in late March and early April. 

(1142) Delichon urbica cashmeriensis. 

The Kashmir House-Martin. 

Delichon cnshmei'iejisis Gould, P. Z. S., 1858, p. 356 (Kashmir). 

Chelidonkashmiriensis . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 269. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the European House-Martin in 
having the shaft-lines on rump and tail-coverts more definite 
and in having the lower parts suffused with smoky- or grey- 
brown. 

Colours of soft parts as in the European race. 

Measurements. Total length about 135 mm. ; wing 99 to 
104 mm. (one 107 mm.); taii 42 to 46 mm.; tarsus 9 to 10 mm.; 
culmen about 6 mm. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from South-East Afghanistan 
to Sikkim. To the North it extends to the South of Gilgit, 
where it meets the previous race. In Winter it has been found 
as far South as Bilaspur in the Central Provinces and also in 
Coimbatore. It is extremely difficult to define the breeding- 
ranges of this and the last form. D. it. urbica has been found 
breeding down to 5,000 feet in Gilgit and D. u . cashmeriensis up 
to 12,000 feet in the same country. In Ladakh both forms have 
been found breeding and there are also specimens of both forum 
in the British Museum collection obtained from Leh in the 
Summer months. The division seems to be one of North and 
South, not much affected by altitude. 

Nidification. Whitehead, Pitman and others found the Kash¬ 
mir House-Martin breeding during May and June on the North- 
West Frontier but throughout Kashmir, Kuman, Garhwal etc. 
it appears to breed from the middle of June to the end of July. 
It builds both on cliffs and buildings, in the former case often in 
colonies of considerable size, sometimes numbering three or four 
hundred pairs. The nest is just like that of the European House- 
Martin ; when on bouses, which is unusual, the eaves of the 
buildings form the roof of the nest, but when in colonies on cliffs 
an overhanging rock serves this purpose to the upper nests, whilst 
these in their turn form the roofs of those below them. Four or 
five eggs are laid, sometimes three only, which are not distinguish¬ 
able from those of D. u. urbica though ralher smaller. Eighty 
eggs average 17-9x12*7 nun.: maxima 19*6 x 13*0 and 19*2x 
13*5 mm.; minima 16*0x13-1 and 17-0x12*2 mm. 
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Habits. This little Martin is a resident wherever found from 
5,000 feet to 15,000 feet, though it leaves the higher ranges for the 
lower in the coldest months. Except that it does not haunt 
the towns and villages, as does its European cousin, but is found 
often in the most desolate, uninhabited areas, its habits call for 
no remark. It very rarely straggles into the plains of India but 
was once obtained by Blau ford in the Central Provinces at 
Bi las pur. 


(1143) Delichon urbica whiteleyi. 

The Siberian House-Martin. 

Chelirion whiteleyi Swinh., P. Z. S., 1862, p. 320 (Pekin). 

Chelidon layopus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 270. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the European House- Martin in 
having the longest tail-coverts pure white: under wing-coverts 
and axillaries dark brown. 

Colours of soft parts. As in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 104 to 111 mm.; tail 50 to 53 mm.; 
tarsus about 11 to 12 mm.; culmeu about 6 mm. 

Distribution. Siberia from the Yenesei District to Manchuria. 
In Winter to South China and Iudo-Burmese countries, once in 
Burma and once in Cachar. Oates thinks he saw large flocks of 
this Martin in Pegu and 1 frequently saw small parties of a 
Martin in Assam which may have been of this race. 

Nidification. Breeds from May to July, but Smirnoff took a 
few eggs as late as August in the Yenesei district. The nests are 
generally built on bouses, temples, etc. A tine series of eggs 
sent me by Smirnoff and others in the Dresser collection cannot 
be distinguished from those of the other races. Thirty-five eggs 
average 19:4 x 13*3 mm.: maxima 22*5 X 13*0 and 18*4x13*9 mm.; 
minima 17*1 X 13*0 mm. 

Habits. This is a truly migratory Martin and probably occurs 
much more frequently than is at present known. The (locks 
met with in Assam arrived about the last week in October but, 
a'Ler haunting some places for a few days, passed on and were 
not seen again until the following March or April on their return 
journey North. They roosted at night in the thatch of my 
bungalow for two or three nights in succession and their notes, 
flight and actions were all just like those of the home bird. 
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(1144) Delichon nepalensis. 

Hodgson’s Mouse-Martin. 



Delichon nepalensis Ilodgs. & Moore, 1 J . Z. S., 1854, p. J04, pi. lxiii 
(Nepal). 

Chelidon nepalensis. JBlanf. & Oates, ii, p. 271. 


Vernacular names. Bere-Dao (Cachari); Ifirui-bi (Naga). 

Description. Upper part and sides of head, neck, back, 
scapulars, wing-coverts, longest tail-coverts and tail black, 
glossed with deep blue: feathers of hind neck white at the base 
and showing as a broken collar ; rump white; shorter upper tail 
coverts white with black tips; wing-quills black, edged glossy; 
lower cheeks and ear-coverts unglossed black ; chin and throat 
unglossed black, the latter generally mottled with white; under 
tail-coverts black glossed with blue; remaining lower plumage 
white ; axillaries and under wing-coverts black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill horny-brown to 
blackish-brown : legs and feet fleshy-white. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm.; wing 96 to 
98 mm.; tail 38 to 41 mm.; tarsus about 10 to 11 mm.; culinen 
6 mm. 

Young birds have no gloss on the black, which is browner and 
duller and the throat seems more mottled with white; the lower 
plumage, especially the throat, is suffused with grey. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Noini Tal to Eastern Assam 
and South to Cachar and Manipur. 

Nidification. Ln 1893 I found this little Martin breeding in a 
huge colony on most, inaccessible rocks of a cliff over the JBoila 
stream at about 5,000 feet, a few birds only building under the 
rafters of a house built on the edge of the cliff. Why mper found an 
even larger colony, numbering about 3,000 pairs, breeding on a cliff 
near Naini Till in April. Most of these nests were out of reach 
or were rendered unapproachable by numerous bees’ nests but a 
few of the outlying ones were reached and the eggs were taken, in 
each case four in number and nearly all too hard-set to be blowable. 
They are, of course, pure white, rather fragile eggs and vary in 
length between 17*3 X 1 3T and 191x12*0 mm. and in breadth 
between 19*0x11*3 and 18*3xl3'4 rnm. 

The nests are exactly like those of the Common House-Martin 
hut in many cases those seen both by Whymper and myself had 
practically no overhead protection and in these cases the mud 
sides were continued over the entrance and back to the cliff as a 
roof. Many nests were built a little apart from others but many 
also were built in small clusters of balf-a-dozcn to sortie twenty 
or thirty nests. J took eggs from the North Cachar Colony in 
April, May and again in July in different years and the birds 
probably have two brood-. 
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Habits. This Martin is a non-migratory bird. Whyrnper found 
them present in their breeding haunts in Naini Tal during 
December and whenever 1 visited the breeding colony in 
N. Cachar the birds were always to be seen hawking around. 
Summer and Winter alike. They were absolutely tame, flitting 
backwards and forwards within a few feet of us as we watched 
them, whilst those which nested in the house went in and out 
quite regardless of the inhabitants and no wit disturbed by a 
large and very smoky fire. They are birds of low elevations 
between 3,000 and 5,000 feet but occasionally are tound up to 
8,000 feet. 


Genus RIF ARIA. 

Riparia Forster, Syn. Cat. Brit. B., p. 17 (1817). 

Type, Riparia riparia Linn. 

In the genus Riparia the tarsi are bare or merely have a single 
small tuft of feathers on the posterior edge ; the tail is forked in 
varying degree but never to any great extent : the plumage is 
pale and dull and the tail-feathers are never spotted with white 
as in the next genus. 

The breeding areas of the various forms of R. riparia and of 
R . paludicola overlap and they must therefore be treated as 
ecies. 

Key to Species. 

A. A tuft of feathers behind the tarsus ; a well- 

detined collar across the breast . R- riparia , p. 231. 

B. Tarsus quite bare ; collar across breast obsolete 

or absent .. A\ paludicola , p. 234* 


Riparia riparia. 

Uirundo riparia Linn., Sysfc. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 192 (L 58). 
Type-locality : Sweden. 

The tvpical form is darker than diluta and subsoccata and paler 
than ijimce. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Paler, edgings to feathers of wing sandy-grey. 

a. Larger ; wing generally over 90 mm. It. r. diluta , p. 232.^ 

b. Smaller: wing generally under 90 mm.. . R. r. tubsoccata, p. 233* 

B. Darker, edgings to feathers whiter and ni ne 

conspicuous. R. i\ ijima, p. <*34 
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(1145) Riparia riparia diluta. 

The Siberian Sand-Martin. 

CotUe diluta Sharpe & Wyatt, Mon. Hirund., i, p. 65 (1893) 
(Tasehent). 

Cottle riparia. Blanf. & Oats.s, ii, p. 272. 

Vernacular names. Abalil Paid (Sind). 

Description. Whole upper plumage smoky grey-brown, the tail 
and wing-quills darker; in fresh plumage there are pale edges to 
all the feathers, more conspicuously so on the lower back, rump 
and upper tail-coverts ; lower plumage white with abroad band 
of smoky-grey across the upper breast; sides of neck, throat 
and flanks more or less suffused with smoky-grey ; axillaries and 
under wing-coverts greyish -brown. 



Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and 
feet dark brown. 

Measurements, lutal length about 125 mm.; wing 96 to 
108 mm.; tail 46 to 51 mm.: tarsus about 10 mm.; culmen 
about 6 mm. 

Young birds are more boldly marked with pale rufous edges to 
their feathers and have I lie chin and throat fulvous. 

Distribution. Breeding in Western Siberia and in Winter 
South to North-West India to Sind, Punjab and North-West 
Frontier Provinces. Osmaston saw Sand-Martins, probably of 
this race, in Ladakh during July at about 14,000 feet. 

Nidification. It is possible this form breeds in Northern 
Kashmir and Ladakh bin the Material in the British Museum is 
so poor that it is impossible to decide this point. Eggs taken by 
Smirnoff in Minisinsk. on the 3rd June, are just like those of the 
Common ^and-Martin. The eggs of two clutches, one of four 
and one of six eggs, vary between 17*0x11*3 and 18-9X12*7 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Common Sand-Martin. This 
race appears to be merely a Winter visitor to the plains of North¬ 
west- India, arriving in late October and leaving at the end of 
March and early April. If is a. common visitor to North-West 
India, South to Sind and the Bombay Presidency, East to the 
United 1 rovinees and to Bihar, where it was obtained by Inglis. 
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(1146) Riparia riparia subsoccata. 

The Small Sand-Martin. 

Cotyle subsoccata Jerdon, B. of I., i, p 163 (1863) (Nepal). 

Cottle riparia Blanf. & Oates, ii. p. 272 (part). 

Riparia riparia indica Ticehurat, Ibis, ]916, p. 71 (Punjab). 

Vernacular names. Abali (Hindi). 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird but much smaller, 
paler and with the pectoral baud less strongly developed. 

Colours of soft parts as in 11 . r. diluta . 

Measurements. Wing 91 to 98 mm. (generally under 96 mm.); 
tail 40 to 44 mm.; tarsus about 9 to 10 mm. ; eulmen about 
5 to 6 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding over the whole of Northern India 
from Afghanistan, Kashmir, Garhwal to Nepal and Buxa Duars. 
South it extends 'to Sind, the Punjab, United Provinces and 
Bihar. 

The name subsoccata, which I use for this bird, has always been 
considered a synonym of chinensis, why, it is impossible to say, as 
Jerdon mentions the two principal characteristics which at once 
separate it from that species. “ An irregular band of greyish- 
umber on the breast 99 and “tarsus nearly naked,” i. e. not quite 
naked. The description he gives is an excellent one, whilst its 
small size, wings 3^ in., suffices to show that the description is 
not that of diluta or ijimce. 

Nidificatiou. The Small Sand-Martin is a resident species, 
breeding throughout its known area of habitat. Like other Sand- 
Martins it breeds in colonies, often of considerable size, making 
burrows in the sandy banks of rivers during the season of lowest 
water. The burrows vary according to the nature of the soil ; 
where it is easy to work they may be as much as six feet in length 
or even more, where difficult, two feet or less. They end in a 
chamber, about 7 inches by 6, in which is placed the nest, a rough 
bed of grass and feathers, mixed with other odd scraps, picked up 
floating on the river or wind-blown on laud. The eggs number 
three to six and are pure white, almost glossless and decidedly 
fragile. Forty eggs average 16*5x12*1 mm.: maxima 17 3x 
12*3 and 16*9 x 12*6 mm.; minima 15*4x12*0 and 16*9x11*3 mm. 
.Ln the Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province they breed 
in March. 

Habits. Those of the genus. Outside the Punjab and the 
North-West Frontier Province this appears to be a rare bird, 
occurring only as a straggler elsewhere and that principally 
during the rainy season when individuals wander to great 
distances. 
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(1147) Riparia riparia ijimse. 

The Eastern Sand-Martin. , 

Clivicolci r. ijimce Lonnb., J. Coll. Sci. Tokyo, xxiii, Art. 14, p. 38 
(1908) (Saclmlin). 

Cotile riparia. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p, 272 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to R. r. diluta but darker and with more 
conspicuous white, rather than sandy-grey, edgings to the feathers. 

Colours of soft parts the same as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 99 to 107 ram.; tail 49 to 52 mm.; 
tarsus about 12 mm.; culmen about 5 to G mm. 

Distribution. Saghalin, Assam, Burma,Tibet, probably extending 
throughout the North of China. 

Nidification. Professor Ijima found large numbers of these 
little Swifts nesting on the cliffs along the shores of Saghalien. 
In Assam there were several breeding colonies, each of about 40 
pairs, in Cachar, Sylhet. and Dibrugarh. In two instances colonies 
of the Eastern Sand-Martin and the Indian Sand-Martin were 
breeding at the same time within a mile of one another, but 
in both cases each colony contained nothing but the one species- 
and there was no interbreeding. Nests and eggs are indistinguish¬ 
able from others of the genus. The few eggs in my collection 
vary in length between 14*9 and 18*5 mm., and in breadth 
between 11*8 and 12-1 mm. They possibly have two broods, as 1 
found birds breeding in October and November and again in 
January and February. 

Habits. Those of the genus. These little birds when not 
breeding roost in bushes and low trees where there are no reeds or 
elephant-grass but, where these latter are available, always select 
them, occupying the same patch for weeks on end. They are 
verv crepuscular and may be seen hawking insects over lakes and 
swamps until almost dark and again in the early morning they 
are among the first to wake and commence the daily cjuest lot 
food. I once shot one of these Martins at Gunjong in N. Cachar 
at 2,500 feet, many miles from any water. 


Riparia paludicola. 

Hirundo paludicola Vieill., Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nat., xiv, p. oil 
(1817). 

Type-locality: South Africa, 

Our Indian bird is now generally accepted as a subspecies of 
the African bird, which differs from ours principally in being very 
much larger. 
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(1148) Riparia paludicola chinensis. 

The Indian Sand-Ma rtin. 

Hirundo chinensis Gray, in H-ardw. Ill. Ind. Orn., i, pi. xxxv, fig. 3- 
(1830-32) (China). “ 

Cotile sinensis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 273. 

V ernacular names. Abali (Hind.) ; Nakuti (Beng.). 

Description. Upper plumage greyish-brown, the wing-quills and 
tail darker; chin to lower breast smoky-grey ; remainder of lower 
plumage white; the rump is generally paler than elsewhere and 
the crown rather darker; in quite fresh plumage the wing-covert s r 
scapulars and innermost secondaries have distinct pale sandy 
edges. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark bright brown ; bill black ; legs 
and feet dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 110 mm.; wing 88 to 
94 mm.; tail about 38 to 41 mm.; tarsus 9 to 10 mm.; culmen 
about 5 mm. 

Young birds have broad rufous margins to the feathers of t lie 
upper plumage, wings and tail and also have the throat and 
breast a paler grey. 

Distribution, the whole of India as far South as the Bombay 
Presidency and the Deccan on the West and Cuttack on the 
East ; Assam, Burma South to Tenasserim, the Indo-Chinese 
countries and South China. It is also found in both Formosa and 
the Philippines. 

Nidification. In Assam ] found this bird breeding from October 
to February. In Burma Hop wood took eggs in March, in Bengal 
and Bihar they breed practically throughout the cold and drv 
months of the year, i. c, from November to April, whilst in 
Northern and Western India fresh eggs have been recorded as 
late as May. They keep almost entirely to river-banks for nesting 
purposes but occasionally they may be found nesting in sandy 
cliffs away from water, or in banks of lakes and ponds. The 
burrows vary from 18 inches to about four feet in length, excluding 
the chamber, which may be about six inches Jong by rather less in 
width. The nest is a pad of grass and feathers, often quite 
bulky but sometimes very flimsy and poor. The eggs number 
two to four bur sometimes two females appear to lay in one nest, 
as 1 have found seven or eight eggs in one nest, obviously of two 
different clutches. They are pure white and practically glossless 
even when first laid. One hundred rggs average 17*0 x 12*0 mm.: 
maxima 18*3x11*9 and 17’6 x 12*7 mm.; minima 14*5 x 11*2 mm. 

Habits. These do not differ from those 6f other Sand-Martins. 
They keep very much to water when hawking for their insect 
prey but burning grass or jungle soon attracts them on account 
of the myriads, of insects which endeavour to escape the fire by 




flying above it. They are very common over the greater part of 
the area they inhabit and are familiar, confiding birds, often 
breeding in close vicinity to villages and towns. They collect in 
large colonies, seldom less than twenty or thirty pairs and some¬ 
times ten times the latter number. They are not migratory but 
move locally a good deal, according to the water-supply and the 
consequent insect-life. 


Genus PTYONOPKOGNE. 

Ptyonoproyne Reichenbach, Syst. Av., pi. lxxxvii, fig. 6 (1850). 

Type (by subsequent designation, Sharpe, Cat. B. M.), Cotile 
rupestris . 

The genus Ptyonoprogne is very close to the Sand-Martins of 
the genus Riparia but its various species 'differ greatly in habits 
and in having white spots on all but the central and outermost 
tail-feathers. 

It has been suggested that Reichenbach’s figures of this genus 
cannot be determined as being those of any one particular genus. 
They, however, seem to me to show well the characteristics of 
this group of Swallows and there is no reason why the name 
should be discarded. Gray, by giving Cotile riparia as the type 
of Reichenbach’s new genus, added to the confusion, no true 
Cotile or Riparia showing the white spots on the tail as clearly 
depicted in the plate. 


Key to Species . 


A. Chin and throat streaked or spotted. 

a. Wiug over 50 mm.; under tail-coverts much 

darker than abdomen. p % rupestris, p. 236. 

b. Wing under 50 mm.; under tail-coverts and 

abdomen concoJorous . P. concolor, p. 237. 

B. Chin and upper throat unmarked . P. o. obsoleta , p. 238. 


Cl i-i9) Ptyonoprogne rupestris. 

riiE Cuau-Mahtin. 

Mr undo rupestris Scop., Ann. i. Hist. Nat., p. 167 (1769) (Tyrol). 

Ptyonoprogne rupestris. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 274. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage, sides of head and neck, wings 
and tail ashy-brown; a large white spot on all the tail-feathers 
except the central and outermost pair ; chin, throat and upper 
breast dull rufous-white spotted with dull brown ; flanks dark 
ashy ; lower breast and abdomen rufous-ashy ; under tail-coverts 
dark brown. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and 
feet fleshy-white to pale fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 min. ; wing 126 to 
136 mm. ; tail 54 to 57 mm.; tarsus about 12 mm. ; culmen 
about 8 mm. 

Young birds have the feathers of the upper plumage margined 
with rufous ; the whole underparts are pale dull-rufous. 

Distribution. North Africa and South Europe, Western Asia to 
Turkestan, Tibet and Western China in Kansu and Yunnan ; South 
to North-West India,extending to Mysore, the Nilgiri and Palni 
Hills and North Travaucore. Eastwards its limits have not been 
defined in the South but Davison saw Crag-Martins, probablv of 
this species, in Tenasserim. 

Nidification. The Crag-Martin breed sin the Himalayas between 
6,0u0 and 15,000 feet, at which latter elevation Osmaston 
saw nests near the Tso Moriri Lake. They make a tvpieal saucer- 
or half-saucer-shaped nest of pellets of mud, well lined with 
feathers but open and often unprotected on the top, though as a 
rule it is built under the shelter of a projecting rock. In the 
Himalayas they invariably breed in company on cliffs and under 
or against rocks but in Europe they are said to be less gregarious 
often building their nests singly in caves. The eggs" which 
number three to live, are very like those of the CommonS’wallow 
white with spots and blotches of pale purple and red-brown In 
shape they are long ovals, the texture is fine but the surface 
glossless. Eighty eggs (including 50 Jourdain) average 20*11 x 
14*0 mm.: maxima 23*2 x 14*5 and 22*8x15*0 min,; minima 
19*0x13*4 and 19*2x13 1 nun. The hreeding-season is Mav 
and June in South Europe and June and July iu the Himalayas/ 

Habits. Like all Swallows the Crag-Marti ns capture their 
insect-food on the wing but they are less speedy and direct in 
their movement than those of the genus Hirundo . They are true 
migrants, wandering far South iu Winter and are always more or 
less gregarious but especially when moving North or South. 


(1150) Ptyonoprogne concolor, 

Thk Dusky Cuag-Mauxin. 

Hirundo concolor Sykes, P. Z. S., 1833, p. 83 (Deccan). 

Pt.yonoproync concolor. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 275. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage, wings and tail dark sooty- 
brown ; all but the central, or two central, and outermost pairs 
with a white spot on the inner webs; chin, throat and fore-neck 
dull rufous streaked with blackish-brown; remainder of lower 
plumage dull sootv-brown, with faint indications of rufous 
margins and dark shafts to the feathers. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill dark brown to 
black : legs and feet brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 125 mm.; wing 102 to 
110 mm,; tail 44 to 47 mm.; tarsus about 10 to 11 mm.; culmen 
about 6 to 7 mm. 

Young birds have the feathers of the upper parts margined 
with rufous. 

Distribution. From the JNJilgiri Hills in the South to the 
Himalayas but not to Sind. East it extends to Bihar and the 
drier districts of Western Bengal. 

Nidification. Unlike so many of our Indian Swallows the 
Dusky Crag-Martin does not breed in communities, though in 
suitable places many nests maybe built quite close to one another. 
The nest is the typical Swallow’s half-cup, open above, made of 
pellets of mud and thickly lined with soft feathers. The site 
chosen is any convenient wall or cliff and they build inside 
verandahs of houses, in the walls of wells, in old forts or mosques, 
or against the rocks of cliffs or river-banks. The eggs number 
three or four and are like those of P. rupestris , but much smaller, 
broader and less pointed. One hundred eggs average 17*6 x 
12*8 mm.: maxima 19*2x14*0 mm.; minima 161x13*9 and 
16*5x12*0 mm. 

In the Plains they seem to breed twice a year, first in February 
and May and again after the rains have commenced from July to 
October. Odd nests may, however, be found in almost any month 
of the year. In the hills they breed mostly in April, May and 
early June. 

Habits. This little Swallow is not gregarious, though sometimes 
a few mav be seen hunting for insects together. Though capable 
of considerable speed their flight is generally quiet and leisurely, 
a soft little “ chit-chit 99 being uttered as they wheel about. They 
are non-migratory birds but desert some areas during the hottest 
and driest months of May and June. 

(1151) Ptyonoprogne obsoleta obsoleta. 

The Pale Crag-Martin. 

Cotile obsoleta Cabanis, Mus. Hein., i, p. 50 (1850j (N.E. Africa). 

Ptyonoproijne obsoleta. Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 275. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage pale greyish-brown; the 
wing-quills and rectrices a little darker and browner and the 
I at* r with white spots on all but the central and, generally, 
the outermost pair ; lores blackish-brown ; sides of the head grey ; 
lower plumage fulvous-white, darker and more grey on the breast, 
flanks and vent; under tail-coverts grey ; axillaries and under 
wing-coverts vinous-grey. Birds in fresh plumage have a 
beautiful vinous tinge on the lower plumage. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris very dark brown : bill dark brown 
to black ; legs and feet dusky greyish-brown to hoary-black. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm.; wing 115 to 
123 mm. ; tail 50 to 53 mm. ; tarsus about 11 mm. ; culmen 
about 7 to 8 mm. 

Distribution. Nubia and Egypt, North Arabia, Palestine, 
Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan to Sind and North-West 
Frontier Provinces. I cannot separate our Indian birds from 
those found in North-East Afrit a. Judging from the series in 
the British Museum, about 30 specimens, they are certainly no 
paler than the latter. 

Nidification. Except for one doubtful report by Col. Butler as 
to its supposed breeding at Jask on the Mekran Coast and the 
nests taken by Bat tray in Baluchistan, this Martin has not yet 
been known to breed within our limits. Ticehui'st hunted the 
lower hills of Sind in vain for it in Summer but, as he suggests, 
it very probably breeds in some of the higher hills. In North 
Africa it breeds up to an elevation of some 12,000 feet, 
frequenting both cliffs and buildings for the purpose. Rattray’s 
nests were taken at Khar and Thai on the Baluchistan Frontier, 
and both nests and eggs were like those of P. rupestris but, as one 
would have expected, much smaller. Fifteen eggs average 
19-3x14*1 mm.: maxima 199X13-0 and 19*5x16*0 mm.; 
minima 17‘1 x 12*0 mm. 

n Africa it is said to breed in March but Rattray’s eggs were 
taken in April and May. 

Habits. Do not differ from those of the Crag-Martin. 


Genus HIRUND0. 

Hirundo Linu., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 191 (1758). 

Type, Hirundo rustica Linn. 

The genus Hirundo comprises the true Swallows, which are for 
the most part familiar and well-known birds. 

The species of this genus have the greater part of the back 
deep, glossy steel-blue. In the majority the tail is deeply forked, 
in a few it is nearly square. 

Key to Species . 


A. Rump blue or brown ; lower plumage not 

streaked. 

a. White spots on tail. 

a. A broad complete or semi-complete 

pectoral band . H. rustica , p. 240. 

b\ No trace of a pectoral band. 
a' 1 . Chin, throat and fore-neck white . . H. smithii, p. 245. 
b". Chin, throat and lore-neck chestnut. J{, javunica, p. 243. 

b. No white spots on tail . 77. fl ivicola, p. 246. 

B. Rump chestnut; lower plumage streaked.. 77. diurica , p. 248. 
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Hirundo rustica. 

Key to Subspecies. , 

A. Pectoral band almost complete; chin and 

throat chestnut, abdomen pale fulvous . . H. r. rustica, p. 240. 

B. Pectoral band broken; chin and throat 

chestnut; abdomen practically white .... H. r. gutturalis , p. 241. 

C. Pectoral band broken; chin, throat and 

abdomen deep chestnut. H. r, tytleri, p. 242. 


(1152) Hirundo rustica rustica. 

The Common Swallow. 

Hirundo rustica Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 191 (1758) (Sweden) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 277. 

Vernacular names. Ababil (Hind.); Talai illatha-lcurum , Adai- 
Icalan-lcuruvi , Tam-pudi (Tam.); Wanna-lcovela (Tel.); Paras 
pitta (Mharis and Gonds); Pyan-klwa (Burin.); Wehelihiniya 
(Cing.). 

Description. Eorehead deep chestnut; whole upper plumage 
and wing-coverts glossy purple-blue ; wing-quills and tail black 
edged with glossy green, all the tail-feathers except the central 
pair with an oblique patch of rufous-white or white on the inner 
webs; lores black; chin and throat chestnut; a broad band of 
glossy blue-black across the breast, some of the feathers in the 
centre edged with rufous and the chestnut of the throat often 
encroaching on the pectoral baud ; remainder of lower surface, 
axillaries and under wing-coverts creamy pale rufous, the under 
tail-coverts darker and more rufous. In a few specimens the 
longest under tail-coverts are sub-tipped with black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black ; legs and 
feet black. 

Measurements. Length up to about 200 mm., according to 
the length of the outer tail-feathers; wing 110 to 130 mm.; 
tail 65 to 121 mm.; tarsus 10 to 13 mm.; culraen about 8 to 
9 mm. 

Young birds are browner and less glossy above ; the pectoral 
band is brown and the throat, chin and forehead much paler 
chestnut. 

Distribution. Breeding in Europe, North-West Africa, West 
Liberia to the Yenesei, Asia Minor, Himalayas from Kashmir to 
Sikkim, Tibet and the As-am Hills. Breeding birds from 
Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Gilgit, Ladakh and Northern Tibet 
seem all to be more near to the next race, having very while 
under parts and very broken pectoral bands. Kashmir birds I 
retain with rustica with considerable doubt. The pectoral bands 
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are much broken up with rufous, though the abdomen is as dark 
as it is in most European species; on the other hand, the under 
tail-coverts are nearly always more white than the abdomen 
instead of more rufous as it is in the typical form. In Winter 
the Swallow extends to South Africa, every part of India, ( eylon, 
the whole of Burma and even to Borneo and the Philippines. 

Nidification. The Common Swallow breeds in great numbers 
throughout. Kashmir, Kuman and Grarhwal and in fewer numbers 
East to Sikkim between 4,000 and 8,000 feet but principally 
between 5,000 and 7,000 feet. As in Europe so in India, they 
build nests of pellets of mud, well lined with feathers and placed 
on any convenient rafter, ledge or projection in verandahs or 
inside the buildings themselves. The nest is shallow saucer-shape 
and sometimes when built on a flat. surface there is no mud used 
for the bottom of the nest, though retaining walls are built round 
the lining. The eggs number four or live, rarely six and are 
white with spots and specks of reddish-brown, deep purple-brown, 
or, less often, pinky-brown, with a few secondary marks of 
lavender and grey. In shape they are long ovals, sometimes 
blunt, sometimes pointed. One hundred Indian-taken eggs 
average 19*8 X 13*7 mm. as against 20*2 X 13*9 mm. for fifty 
European eggs : maxima 22*8 X 14*0 and 22*1 X 14*2 mm. ; 
minima 17*9 X 12*1 mm. 

The birds breed from early April to late July and certainly 
generally have two broods and occasionally three. 

Habits. The Common Swallow is a migratory species in India as 
elsewhere and in the Winter is found throughout the Plains down 
to Ceylon, though the next form seems to be the most common in 
that island and everyv\ here specimens are to be seen equally 
referable to one or the other. The great Southern migration 
starts in September and birds reach Ceylon in October, but the 
Northern migration takes place throughout the Empire in April 
or the last few days of March. Young birds fledged in June and 
July seem to come to India in July and August and, on the other 
hand, the last-fledged birds of the previous year do not return to 
the Himalayas until May or June, so that odd birds are seen in 
the Indian plains in almost every month of the year. Before 
migration they assemble in immense flocks, collecting on the 
reeds or on the telegraph wires according as they are available. 
Their soft, twittering little notes and pleasant attempts at 
song, as well as their graceful fluent flight, are too well known to 
need description. 

(1153) Hirundo rustica gutturalis. 

The Eastern Swallow 

Hirundo gutturalis Scop., Del. Flor. et Faun. Insubr., ii, p. 93 
(1786) (New Guinea); Blunf. & Oates, ii, p. 277. 

Vernacular names as in the preceding bird. Nok~\-en (Siam). 
vol. in. R 
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Description. Differs from the Common Swallow in having 
much whiter underpants and in the chestnut of the ohm and 
throat encroaching on to the pectoral band. 

Colours of soft parts as in H. r. ruatica. 

Measurements. Wing 112 to 125 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Eastern Siberia from the Yenesei 
to Can Breeding birds from the high desert countries ot 
Afghanistan, Baluchistan, G-ilgit, Ladakh, Northern Tue a 
North-West China and all those breeding in the mountains 
South of the Brahmaputra must be accepted as this torm. In 
winter it migrates to Eastern India, Burma, the Malay States 
and Islands, Indo-Bnrmese countries, Borneo, Sumatra, Java, 
Philippines, South China. New Guinea and, occasionally, even to 
North Australia. In Western India it occurs in Sind, the 
Mekran coast, Punjab and North-West Eronlier Provinces. 
Birds breeding in Cachar, Manipur and the Northern Burmese 
hills are also referable to this race. 

Nidification. In China these birds breed during May and June 
in temples, mosques or dwelling-houses and as they are considered 
lucky are never interfered with, but little boards are placed below 
the nests to prevent droppings falling on those living m tlie 
buildings. In North Cachar I found them breeding m the 
Nao-a houses at 4,000 feet upwards and, rarely, as low down as 
2 500 feet in my own bungalow. The only twenty eggs 1 have 
been able to measure average 18 - 8x 13-4 mm. 

Habits. Quite similar to those of the Common Swallow. 


<SL 


(1154 ) Hirundo ruatica tytleri. 

Tytleu’s Swallow. 

Tfirvndo tvtieri Jerdnn, B. of L, in, p. 870 (1804) (India) (Dacca, 
Zgal.&^r); Blank & Oates, ii, p. 278. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the two previous races in having 
the whole breast, flunks, abdomen and under tail-coverts almost 
as dark a colour as the chestnut throat; the black pectoral collar 
is confined to the sides of the upper breast, occasionally showing 
to a very slight degree only in the centre. 

Colours of soft pacts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 103 to 123 mm.; tail 74 to 79 mm.; 
tarsus 10 to 11 mm.; culmen about 8 to 9 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Kamschatka and extreme North- 
East Siberia; in Winter to Eastern Bengal, Assam and Burma. 

Nidification. As far as is known similar in every respect to the 
other races of U. ruatica. Supposed eggs of this subspecies from 
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Eastern Manchuria sent me by Smirnoff are indistinguishable 
from those of the Eastern Swallow. 

Habits. As in the other races. This Swallow visits Assam, 
extreme Eastern Bengal, Manipur and Burma in some numbers 
during Winter, arriving in August to October and leaving 
February to early April. Young birds, as usual, come first and 
leave last. 

Hirundo javanica. 

This species has been separated from Hirundo as a genus 
{Hypurolepis of Gould) on account of its short, slightly forked 
tail. The difference is only one of degree and I cannot see any 
necessity for the division ; to be consistent one would have to 
again separate Hirundo smith'd on account of its longer tail and 
again H . duurica on account of other minute structural differences. 

The species also has been much split, probably on insufficient 
data and the material in the British Museum does not support 
the separation into more than two races, though Oberholser’s 
//. j. abbotti from the Annmha Islands may have to be kept 
-separate on account of its larger .size. Birds from the Philippines, 
Malay Peninsula, Burma and the Andamans seem to have paler 
chestnut throats and foreheads than those from Java, Borneo. 
Sumatra and Palawan blit there is so much overlapping that 1 
cannot discriminate between them. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. Upper plumage glossed with purple-blue, 

bill much larger . H. j. javanica, p. 243. 

B. Upper plumage glossed with green, bill 

much smaller . .. H. j. domicola , p. 244. 

(1155) Hirundo javanica javanica. 

Thu Javan House-Swallow. 

Hirundo javanica Sparrm., Mus, Carls., iv, pi. 100 (1789) (Java); 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 279. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead* chin, throat, sides of the head and 
neck and upper breast deep ferruginous; lores black; upper 
plumage and lesser wing-coverts black glossed throughout with 
deep blue; greater and median wing-covert* and innermost 
secondaries black edged with glossy blue; quills blackish-brown; 

Hirundo trythrogatier never occurs within our limits, specimens which 
have been tnkan for this bird beintr merely extra deep-coloured specimen# of 
H. r. rustic a or pule specimens of //. r. tythru 
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tail blackish-brown, edged with glossy blue on the outer webs and 
all but the central p:iir with a spot of white near the tip on the inner 
web ; lower plumage pale ashy-brown, albescent on the centre ol 
the abdomen; under tail-coverts ashy-brown with white tips and 
black subterininal patches. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black; legs and 
feet brownish-black. 

Measurements. Total length 125 to 130 mm.; wing 07 to 
107 mm.; tarsus about 10 to 12 ram.; culmen about 1^5 mm. 
with a breadth at the forehead of about <*5 mm. 

Distribution. The Andamans, Arakan, Tenasserira, Malay 
Peninsula and Islands, Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Philippines and 
other islands. 

Nidification. Theobald took the nests of this Swallow in 
Tenasserim during April and Hopwood also obtained them in 
Arakan in March. In the first instance they were built against 
the under parts of “ snags ” projecting some four feet over water, 
in the second they were built on a cliff overhanging the sea on a 
ledge of rock. In the Andamans Mr. C. W. B. Anderson took 
many nests in May, which were also built on rocks on the sea- 
coast.. The nests are shallow half-saucers of mud, lined first 
with fine roots and then with many feathers. The eggs number 
three or four and are small pale replicas of those of the Common 
Swallow. Twenty-four eggs average 10*8 x 125 mm.: maxima 
18*7x13 0 mm.; minima 18*0 X 11*9 mm. 

Habits. Except that this form seems to be a frequenter of 
sea-coasts, it differs in habit in no respect from the following, 
better-known race. 

( 1 15b) Hirundo javanica domicola. 

The Nilqxei House-Swallow. 

Hirundo domicola Jerdon, Mad. J. L. S., xiii, pt. i, p. 178 (1844) 
liinindo javanica, Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 279 (part). 

Vernacular names. The same in Tam. and Ciug. as for the 
Common Swallow. 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird but with a distinct 
green-blue instead of a purple-blue gloss and with a much smaller 
bill. 

Colours of soft parts as in H.j.javanica. 

Measurements. Wing 98 to 103 mm.; bill, culmen about 
8 min., with a breadth at the forehead of about 6 mm. 

Distribution. Hills of Southern India from the Nilgiris to 
Travancore and Ceylon. 

Nidification. The Nilgiri TIouse-Swallow breeds from February 
to Mav in the hills of South India and from April to June 
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in Cevlon and again in September (I Vait). It makes its nest 
either in buildings, deserted or occupied, on cliffs, or in caves and 
railway tunnels. The nests are like those of the Common Swallow 
but much deeper in comparison and the birds are said to use the 
same nest year after year, merely refurnishing it \\ itlr a new 
lining. Tkev rear two broods normally, one immediately at ter 
the first has flown, whilst sometimes, in Ceylon especially, 
they rear a third family in September. The eggs number three 
or four and are like those of the preceding bird, iitty eggs 
average 17-4 x 12'5 mm.: maxima 19 5 X 13-6 and lfi-0 X 14 2 mm. 
{Hume ) ; minima 15'7 X 12'0 mm. 

Habits. This little Swallow is essentially a bird of the higher 
hills, not being found below 7 about 2,000 feet and ascending to 
the tops of the highest ranges, about 9,000 feet. It is the most 
familiar and best-known Swallow in Southern India and is quite 
regardless and fearless of mankind: Its flight is easy and grace¬ 
ful, if not very swift, aud it utters constantly a soft little chirp as 
it hawks about for insects. It is resident wherever found, not 
even changing to higher or lower elevations with the seasons. 
Owners of nests are said to often use them as roosting places 
after all the last young have left for good; usually they roost in 
caves and hollows of cliffs, less often under the eaves of houses. 


Hirundo smithii. 

Hirundo smithii Leach, App. to Tuckey’s Voy. Congo, p. 407 (1818). 

Type-locality: Congo River. 

The African Wire-tailed Swallow is a slightly smaller bird on 
the average than our Indian form, with rather shorter “wires” 
to the tail. The differences are very slight and perhaps luirdlv 
of subspecific value. 


(1157) Hirundo smithii filifera. 

The Indian Wide-tailed Swallow. 

Hirundo filifera Stephens, Gen. Zool., xiii, p. 78 (1826). 

Hirundo smithii. Bhinf. & Oates, ii, p. 280. 

Vernacular names. Leishra (Hind.). 

Description. Forehead, crown and nape chestnut; lores and a 
patch under the eye black. Whole upper plumage, wings and 
tail glossy steel-blue ; the concealed portions of the wing- and tail- 
qudls black and the latter with a white spot on the inner web of 
all but the central pair of feathers ; lower plumage white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or dark brown ; bill, legs and 
feet black. 

Measurements. Wing 113 to 120 nun.; tail 70 to 132 min.; 
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tarsus 10 to 11 mm.; culmen about 8 mjn. Ticehurst gives iho 
wing-measurements of H. smithii as 109 to 114 mm. only, but 
the British Museum series run up to 123, larger than any 
specimen of Indian II. filijera. 

Young birds have the crown a paler duller chestnut and the 


upper parts less glossy. 

Nestlings have the crown brown and the upper plumage 
brown, generally showing a gloss on some parts; lower pains 
tinged with fulvous. 

Distribution. Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, all India South 
to Mysore and North Travancore ; East to Bihar, Orissa ana 
Western Bengal. It is not found in the wetter districts ot 
Eastern Bengal or in Assam but occurs in North-West Burma 
the North and South Shan States and South Burma to Pegu and 


Tenasserim. 

Nidification. This handsome Swallow breeds throughout iis 
habitat in the Plains from February to April and again a second 
time from August to October. In addition odd nests may be 
found in almost any month, though in the hottest weeks of May 
and June few birds attempt to breed. In the hills and Himalayas 
where they breed up to 0,000 feet ( Dodsworth ), the breeding- 
season only lasts from May to July. The nest is a deep semi-cu 
made, as usual, of mud and is lined first with fine scraps of grass 
and then feathers. It is built against rocks, under bridges and 
culverts or under projections of buildings, walls and roots. It 
almost invariably selects a site alongside or actually over water 
and few nests are built at any distance {rum river, tank or well. 
The eggs number two to four, mcst often three, and are like 
flossy 'well-marked examples of those of the Common Swallow ; 
they are in fact the best and brightest marked of all Swallows 7 
eggs. One hundred eggs average 18*4x 13T mm. : maxima 
2CK)X 130 and 19*1x13*8 mm.; minima 161x12-9 and lh-9x 


12*2 mm. . . . 

Habits Except that it keeps so closely to the vicinity ot water, 
there is little in its habits that differs from those of the Common 
Swallow Its flight is certainly swifter and it is more energetic 
and also, perhaps, rather more noisy but, like that bird, it feeds 
its young on the wing and is most active in the early mornings 
and evenings. It is resident wherever found, from Sind to 
Tenasserim. It is not truly gregarious either in breeding or at 
other times. 


(1158) Hirundo fluvieola. 

The Indian Cliff-Swallow. 

Hirundo fluvieola Jerdon, Blyth, .1. A..S.B., xxiv. p. 470 (187)5) 
(Bundelkliund); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 280. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Lores black; forehead, crown and nape dull 
chestnut with dark shaft-lines ; back and scapulars glossy steel- 
blue; rump and upper tail-coverts dull brown, the leathers edged 
paler; tail blackish-brown; wings dark brown, the lesser coverts 
with glossy edges; a patch under the eye and behind it dark brown; 
sides of bead, chin, throat and breast profusely streaked with 
b.ackish and sometimes tinged with fulvous; remainder of lower 
plumage white tinged with fulvous, darker and more brown on the 
hanks, which are faintly streaked. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet 
blackish-brown to black. 

Measurements. Total length about 120 mm.; wing 89 to 
94 mm.; tail 40 to 44 mm.; tarsus about 9 to 10 mm.; culmen 
about 6 mm. 

Young birds have the crown dull brown; the feathers of the 
mantle edged with rufous and those of the rump, upper tail- 
coverts and wing with fulvous. 

Distribution. The greater part of India from Kashmir and the 
Himalayas as far South as Coimbatore and East to Sikkim and 
Etawah. It is not found in Sind. 

Nidification. The Indian Cliff-Swallow breeds twice a year, first 
from January to March and secondly from July to October but 
eggs have been taken in every month of the year. They build in 
colonies of any number from twenty to six hundred pairs and 
place their nests, touching one another, against any overhanging 
cliff, bridge, wall or even ruined temples and houses. The nests 
are made of mud but differ from those of most of the Swallows 
already dealt with in being retort-shaped, the tubular entrances 
sticking out for some two to six inches from the nest itself. The 
lining is of grass and feathers and, it is said, sometimes mixed 
with leaves. The eggs number two to four, generally three, 
and vary in colour from pure white to white spotted with 
yellowish- or pale reddish-brown. Eggs at all boldly marked are 
exceptional. One hundred eggs average 18*5 X 31*1 mm.: maxima 
20 8 X 12*6 and 19 2 x 14 0 mm.; minima 16*0 X 13*0 and 18*0 x 
12*0 mm. 

Habits. The Indian Cliff-Swallow is resident in the Plains and 
perhaps in the foot-hills but the birds which visit Kashmir and 
which are found up to some 0,000 feet in Summer seem to leave 
the hills in Winter from October to April. They keep almost 
exclusively to the neighbourhood of water when breeding, but at 
other times may be found at considerable distances from it. They 
associate in lurge numbers at all times and their flight is rather 
feeble for a bird of this family. 
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Hirundo daurica. 


Key to Subspecies. 


A. Lower plumage pale rufous or albes¬ 

cent rufous. 

a. Rump and upper tail - coverts of 
practically the same colour through¬ 
out 

a Wing 120 mm. or over. 

a". Shaft-streaks on rump absent 
or obsolete; lower plumage 
decidedly tinged with rufous, 

with fine striations. 

b". Shaft-streaks on rump distinct; 
lower plumage nearly white, 

with coarse striations. 

b'. Wing under 120 mm. 

c ". Striations on lower plumage 
much wider than the shafts .. 
cV . Striations on lower plumage 
hardly broader than the shafts. 

. Rump paler posteriorly and becoming 
creamy-white on the upper tail- 
coverts . 

B. Lower plumage chestnut. 


t 

/ 



II. cl. daurica , p. 248. 


II. d. striolata , p. 249. 

II. d. nepalemis, p. 250. 
II. d. evythropygia, p. 

II. d. rufula , p. 252. 

II. d. hyperythra , p. 253. 


The inter-relationship of these various forms still requires eluci¬ 
dation. r lhus in the area South of the Brahmaputra where II. d. 
nepalensis is said to breed, but where I have never seen it, we have 
two forms of ff. daurica breeding. II. d. daurica is a regular 
breeding bird during August and September, rarely July, whilst 
H. d. striolata is an irregular visitor brooding in April and May and 
again leaving the country before H. d. daurica arrives. In this 
Province II. d. daurica breeds in human habitations only, whereas 
II. d . striolata is purely a cliff builder. It is possible that both 
these forms are merely visitors from their normal breeding haunts, 
which do not overlap. More specimens, obtained when nesting, 
are required from China, Assam and the intervening countries. 


(1159) Hirundo daurica daurica. 

The Dauuian Striated Swallow. 

Hirundo daurica Linn., Mant. Plant., p. 582 (1771) (Siberia); Blanf. 

& Gate*, ii, p. 282. 

Vernacular names. Midili (Khasia). 

Description. Lores black; a line over them chestnut; sides of 
the neck and behind the eye chestnut, produced on each side as a 
broken collar on the hind neck; upper plumage, lesser and median 
wing-coverts and upper tail-coverts glossy deep-blue; rump 
best nut with obsolete or ill defined black lines, sometimes 
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HIRUNDO D STRIOLATA. 3 /* I.fc size 
The Chinese Striated Swallow. 
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altogether absent; tail dark brown: wing-quills and greater 
coverts blackish-brown, edged with glossy blue in quite freshly- 
moulted specimens; plumage below pale rufous with a rufous 
tinge, streaked throughout with blackish shaft-lines, under tail- 
coverts fulvous with broad black tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; legs and feet dark 
brown to blackish. 

Measurements. Total length between 210 and 230 min., 
according to length of tail ; wing 120 to 131 mm., generally well 
over 125 mm.; tail 95 to 115 mm.; tarsus 14 to 15 mm.; culmen 
about 7 to 8 mm. 

Distribution. Eastern Siberia, West to Trans- Baikalia, Amur, 
Ussuri, Mongolia, Kansu, Tibet and Assam. 

Nidification. This Striated Swallow breeds in Tratis-Baikalia 
in July, making a retort-shaped nest of mud under the eaves of 
buildings The lining is of feathers but sometimes, it is said, of 
wool. *A rather isolated, but apparently regular, breeding place 
of this, form is in the hills of Assam South and East of the 
Brahmaputra. In Shillong a few birds arrive every year in late 
July or early August and at once commence building in the offices 
and houses of that hill station, leaving immediately their family 
cares are finished in October; indeed, many birds leave at this 
time, deserting nests containing young or eggs, having suffered 
some mishap with their first brood. In the North they are said 
to lay four to six eggs but in Assam they lay three to five. They 
are pure white, almost ^lossless, fine in texture and rather pointed 
ovals in shape, though blunt eggs are not rare. Fifty eggs 
average21 -0 X 14*6 mm.: maxima 22*0 X 14*2 and 20*6 x 150 mm.; 
minima 16*4x13*6 and 17*3x131 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genus and there is very little in them 
different to the habits of the Common Swallow. They are hardly 
truly migratory, for there is no great migration movement North 
to South in Winter; on the other hand, most birds leave their 
extreme Northern haunts during the coldest months and the few 
birds seen in Aesam certainly only stay from June (Sadiya)'to the 
end of October. 


(lieu) Hirundo daurica striolata. 

The Chinese Striated Swallow. 

Hirundo striolata Temm. & Schl., Faun. Jap., Aves, p. 33 (1847) 
(Java); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 281. 

Vernacular names. Inruugobi (Kacha Naga). 

Description. Similar to H. d. daurica but with more definite 
shaft-lines on the rump and the whole lower parts w hite, only 
faintly tinged with fulvous and with much broader streaks ol 
black. 
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Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 120 to 131 mm.; tail 80 to 105 mm.; 
tarsus 13 to 14 mm.; culmen 8 to 9 ram. 

Distribution. This is apparently a Southern form of the last, 
breeding in Central and South China and the hills of Annam r 
Yunnan, Northern Burma and Assam. It lias been found South 
to Java, Flores, Sumba, Wetter and other islands. 

Nidification. Vaughan found this bird breeding in Howlich and 
Styan and La Touche record it as commonly breeding in Fohkien 
and Chinkiang. In all these places it appears to breed only in 
buildings, making a mud nest, either with a retort-shaped entrance 
or an ordinary circular hole or, in a few cases, quite open at the 
top like those of the House-Swallow. In the Kliasia and North 
Cachar Hills, where it is an irregular visitor, it builds on steep 
cliffs in small colonies and makes retort-shaped nests placed close 
together and thickly lined with soft feathers, often mixed with 
scraps of grass. The eggs number three to five and are like others 
of this species but occasionally have a few faint reddish spots. 
Fifty eggs average 19*6x15*2 mm.: maxima 22*2 x 15*L and 
21*6 x 15*8 mm.; minima 17*5x14*0 and 19*0x13*5 mm. The 
breeding-season in China is May and June but in the Khasia 
Hills is April and May. 

Habits. Like those of the preceding bird but more migratory r 
for, although there is no definite migration in Spring and Autumn 
and many birds are resident throughout the year, others arrive in 
their more Northern breeding places about April and leave again 
in September and October, whilst other birds again wander far into 
the Southern islands in the Winter. Ilarington procured this 
bird in the Shan Hills in Summer and Coltart obtained specimens 
in May and June—undoubtedly breeding— in Margherita. It is 
probably often overlooked, not being distinguishable on the wing 
from //. cl nepalensis. 

(1161) Hirundo daurica nepalensis. 

Hodgson's Striated Swallow. 

Hirundo nepalensis llodgs., J. A. S. 13., v, p. /SO (1830) Central 
Nepal) ; Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 282. 

Vernacular names. Inrui-yohi (Kacha Nnga). 

Description. Differs from II. d. claunca in being a little paler 
below and in having the rump paler posteriorly, ft is a decidedly 
smaller bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 109 to 120 mm.: tail 88 to 100 mm.; 
tarsus 13 to 14 mm.; culmen 7 to 8 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Himalayas and found in Winter 
over the whole of Northern Tndia and Burma. Athough said to- 
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be 11 breeding bird in Assam, China etc., it certainly does not 
breed in Eastern Assam or South of the Brahmaputra, where it is 
replaced by the very similar but slightly larger H. d. daurica . 
In China the reports of Hodgson’s Swallow as breeding probably 
all refer to II. d. striolcita. 

Nidification. Hodgson’s Striated Swallow breeds throughout the 
Himalayas up to at least 10,000 feet and down to about 3,500 feet. 
It makes a retort-shaped nest of mud pellets densely lined first 
with fine roots and grass and then with soft feathers. The 
tubular entrance is often very long, measuring from 6 to 13 inches. 
The site selected is either under the eaves of a hut or on a cliff 
under the protection of a rock but in neither case dc the birds 
breed in colonies. The eggs vary from three to five and the 
average size of sixty eggs is 20*8x 14*4 mm.: maxima 22*0x14-0 
and 20*7x15*0 min.; minima 19T X 13 6 mm. The principal 
breeding months are May, June- and July but eggs may be 
found both in April and August, and many birds have two broods. 

Habits. Hodgson’s Striated Swallow* is resident over a great 
portion of its area but deserts the higher ranges in Winter and at 
that season may be found over the whole of Northern India and 
Burma. I never met w r ith it in South Assam but Stevens found it 
a common cold weather visitor in the North and it must sometimes 
occur in the South, as in Burma it extends to Pegu. 




(1162) Hirundo daurica erythropygia. 

Sykes’s Striated Swallow. 

Hirundo erythropygia Sykes, P. Z. S., 1832, p. 83 (Poona) ; Blanf. 

& Oates, ii, p. 283. 

Vernacular names. Masjid-ababil (Hind.), 

Description. Very similar to H. d. striolata. The rump has no 
striatious or these are very faint ; the lower surface is white, the 
breast, flanks and abdomen are tinged with fulvous and the striae 
even more narrow and scanty than in //. d. daurica. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 101 to 111 mm.; tail 05 to 82 mm.; 
tarsus 12 to 13 nun.; culmen 7 to 8 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of India from the foot of the Himalayas, 
South to the Nilgiris as a breeding bird and wandering into 
Tra van core and Ceylon in Winter. East it is found commonly in 
Western Bengal and, rarely, as far East, as Calcutta. 

Nidification. Sykes’s Striated Swallow breeds from April to 
August over the greater part of India, ascending to the highest 
hills in the South of India and to about 3,000 or 3,500 feet in the 
Himalayas. Jones took several nests in the Bhngat State at the 
lower of these elevations. The nest is of the usual retort shape 
and is built on any kind of building, under culverts and bridges. 


1 


25 2 hxrundinidje. 

or against rock and walls etc. The eggs number three or four and 
are pure white. Sixty eggs average 21'Ox 14*4 mm.: maxima 
21*8 X 14*0 and 20*9 x 15 0 mm.; minima 17*8 x 13 9 and 18*5 x 
12*9 mm. 

These Swallows breed as a rule singly but sometimes collect m 
small colonies from half-a-dozen to a score of nests. They often 
have two broods and occasionally three in a year and, even after 
the last young have left, the old birds continue to roost in the 
nests. 

Habits. This Swallow is a resident species wherever found, 
though it may move locally under pressure of want of food or 
other conditions. They are very familar birds and, though tound 
sometimes far from human habitations, seem to prefer towns and 
villages to wilder country. In their general habits they differ in 
no way from other Swallows but their notes have been described 
as softer and more musical. 


(iu>3) Himndo daurica rufula. 

The European Striated Swallow. 

Hirundo rufida Temm., Man. d’Orn., 2nd ed., iii, p. 298 (1835) 
(Egypt) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 284. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the other forms in having the 
posterior rump very pale ; the neck collar of chestnut is broad 
and well-defined; the lower parts are fulvous-white, the striae 
less numerous, liner and a paler brown than in the other 
forms. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other forms. 

Measurements. Wing 115 to 123 mm.; tail 91 to 103 mm.; 
tarsus 11 to 12 mm.; culmen 7 to 8 mm. 

Distribution. Western Europe; North-Eastern Africa and 
Western Asia to Turkestan and Baluchistan. In India it only 
occurs as a rare straggler in North-West India, into Gilgit, 
Kashmir and Nepal. Ticehurst also records one specimen from 
Sind. 

I cannot separate Hirundo d. scullii from this race. 

Nidification. Similar to that of other Swallows of this species. 
Witherby gives the average of 61 eggs as 20'0x 14*3 mm. 

Whistler found this race breeding in the Kangra Valley near 
the Bhnban Pass ; three nests were built under ledges of rock. 
On the 31st May one contained four white eggs just hatching, one 
contained a fuilv-ffedged young Swift and the third was just 
ready for eggs. 

Habits. Those of the species. 
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(1164) Hirundo daurica hyperytlira. 


The Ceylon Striated Swallow. 

Hirundo hypen/thm Lavard, Blytli, J. A. S. B., xviii, p. 814 (1849) 
(Ceylon); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 284. 

Vernacular names. Wekilihiniya (Cing. ) ; Tum-padi, adaik-alan- 
Jcuruvi ; taliii-illatha-kuruvi. (Tamil). 

Description. Differs from all other races in having the Whole 
of the lower parts deep chestnut and the rump a much darker 
chestnut also; the striations below are faint and narrow and 
there are none on the rump; the chestnut collar is absent or 
ill-defined. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris sepia-brown ; bill blackish-brown ; 
legs and feet vinous-brown ” ( Wait). 

Measurements. Wing 102 to 122 mm.; tail 75 to tb mm.; 
tarsus about 12 to 13 mm. ; culmen about 7 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

It is with some diffidence I have retained this Swallow as a 
subspecies of daurica as there is a considerable gap in colour 
between the darkest specimens of H . d . daurica and the chestnut 
underparts of this bird. On the other band, we have an ana¬ 
logous case of white to chestnut underparts in Hirundo imstica 
and its various geographical races. It would appear to be one of 
those instances in which isolation has developed acquired character¬ 
istics to such an advanced stage that differences, at first merely 
sub-specific, have attained specific value. 

Nidification. Wait describes the nest as “a solid retort-shaped 
structure of mud, glued into the under surface of a verandah 
roof, the arch of a bridge, or culvert, or the roof of a rock cave. 
The interior is lined with a felted layer of feathers.” The eggs 
are pure white and glossless. Two eggs in Mr. A\ ait's collection 
measure about 24*0 X 14*4 inm.; these are perhaps unusually 
large. 

The breeding-season is from April to June. 

Habits. The Ceylon Striated Swallow is resident in Ceylon up 
to about 3,000 feet and on the Uva plateaus up to 4,000 feet. 
It hawks for insects in company with other Swallows over rivers, 
tanks and marshes as well as round towns and villages and 
Wait says that it can he distinguished from the Eastern Swallow 
by iis somewhat heavier, slower flight. 


\ 
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Family MOTACILLIDjE. 

The edges of both mandibles smooth except for a small notch 
in the upper, close to the tip ; the hinder part of the tarsus 
longitudinally bilaminafed, the laminae smooth and entire; the 
tarsus in front slightly scutellated; wing with nine primaries, the 
first and second nearly equal; the longest secondaries reaching 
nearly or quite to the tip of the wing; bill long and slender; a 
complete Autumn and a partial Spring moult; young similar to 
the adult hut often more spotted below and more rufous in tint; 
tail of twelve feathers; rictal bristles fairly well developed ; sexes’ 
alike or nearly so. 

The MotaeillidcE contains the Wagtails and Pipits, a family 
very widely distributed and containing a large number of species 
often very closely alike both in colour-pattern and structure. 

The Indian species may be retained within the four genera 
employed by Oates in the first edition of the ‘Avifauna’ but tnanv 
Systematic Ornithologists now further divide Motacilla into two 
genera, Motacilla and Budytes , which differ in the shape of the 
hinder claw and the comparative length of wing and tail. 


Key to Genera . 
A. Upper plumage neither streaked nor 


mottled but plain. 

a. Middle tail-feathers not shorter than 

, °tbere. .. . ... Motacilla, p. 254. 

b. Middle tail-feather3 shorter than the [p. 275 

ofc h ers . ••. Dkndronanthus, 

B. Upper plumage streaked or mottled. 

c. Tips of tail-feathers normal and rounded. Anthus, p. 277. 

tl Tips of tail-feathers sharply pointed . . Orkocorys, p. 299. 


Genus MOTACILLA, 

Motacilla Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed, i, p. 184 (1758). 

Type, Motacilla alba Linn# 

I he genus Motacilla contains the true Wagtails, found over the 
whole of the Old World. 

In Motacilla the plumage is plain, being devoid of all streaks, 
mottlings or spots on the upper surface; the sexes are practically 
alike but the difference between the Summer and Winter 
plumage in most of the species is very great. The Pied Wagtails 
are constantly undergoing a change'of colour and it is hardly 
possible to find two birds at the same date in the same state of 
plumage. This makes it very difficult to describe them for 
identification. The Yellow Wagtails do not undergo such 
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complete changes as the Pied blit their similarity to one another is 
so great in Winter and in immature plumage that their recognition 

is even more difficult. , _ 

A very excellent little paper by Ticehurst, which appeared m the 
Bombay Natural History Journal (vol. xxx, pp. 1082-1090, 1922), 
will be found of great assistance in discriminating between the 
various races, though space forbids their being dealt with in a 

similar manner in the present volumes. 

The Wagtails have the wing and tail about equal in length or 
the tail decidedly shorter and have been often divided into two 
genera, Motadlla and Buclytes, the former including the long-tailed 
Pied (troup and the latter the shorter-tailed Yellow group. To 
me there does not seem any necessity to make this division and 
T, therefore, retain all the Wagtails in Motadlla. 


Key to Species. 


A. Hind claw much curved and shorter than 

hind toe. 

a. Plumage black, white and grey. 

a'. Back never black in Summer . 

b'. Back black in Summer. . 

b. Plumage largely green and yellow . 

B. Hind claw little curved and much longer than 

hind toe. 

c. Superciiium and forehead never both yellow. 

’ c \ Crown never black, a superciliura always 

present . 

d\ Crown always black, or black with green¬ 
ish fringes, superciiium not present - 

d. Both forehead and superciiium bright yellow. 


M alba , p. 255. 

M. lugubris , p. 261. 
Af. cinerea , p. 265. 


M. /lava , p. 267. 

M. feldegg, p. 271. 
M. citreola , p. 273. 


Motacilla alba. 


Key to Subspecies. 


A. No black streak through eye. 

a . Chin black. 

a 1 . Sides of head all w T hite. 

a" . Darker above . 

b". Paler above . 

b’. Sides of head mixed black and 

white . 

c'. Sides of bead all black. 

b . Chiu white. 

B. A black streak running through the eye. 


M. a. alba , p. 256. 

M. a. dnkhunensis , p. 257. 

M. a. persica , p. 258. 

M. a. personata , p. 259. 

M . a. baicaleasts, p. 260. 
M. a. ocularis, p. 261. 


Hitherto the Pied Wagtail, M. lugubris, has generally been 
accepted as a race of M. alba hut Messrs. Lowe and Kinnearwhen 
working on the series of these two species in the British Museum 
tame to the conclusion that there are two distinct groups of 
Wagtail, one the M. alba group, never acquiring black backs in 
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the breeding-season, and the other, the M. lugubris group, which 
always acquires them. Each species contains geographical races 
and the division, as suggested by these two gentlemen, seems a 
natural one and, moreover, it accounts for seeming discrepancies 
in the overlapping of the breeding area of the two species and 

their subspecies. ■ c 

Motadlla alba ocularis is also very doubtfully a subspecies ot 
M. alba and its range in the breeding-season seems to overlap 
that of baicalensis. "it is probable that when we learn more 
about it, it will have to be raised to the status of a full species. 
A train, the exact degree of relationship between M. 1. aboides and 
M. 1. leucopsis is very doubtful and some very careful collecting 
will have to be done during the breeding-season in Tibet before 
the question can be finally settled. 


(1165) Motacilla alba alba. 

The White Wagtail. 

Motacilla alba Linu., Syst. Nat., 10th ed.i, 185 (1758) (Sweden); 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p.'-87 (part). 

Vernacular names. Dhobini (Hind.). 

Description. Differs from the next, race, which is the common 
form in ludia, in having a decidedly darker upper plumage. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the next 
bird. 

Distribution. The greater part of Europe, wintering in Africa. 
Judging from the series in the British Museum, this is a very 
rare straggler into North-West India, though there are individuals 
from the North-West Provinces and the Punjab referable to this 
race. Of seven specimens collected by Whistler in Jkelurn, 
Ticehurst identifies five as being true alba. 

Nidification. The White Wagtail breeds from the end of April 
to early July, often rearing two broods in the season. The nest 
varies considerably according to site; when placed in a small hole 
in a wall, building or tree it often consists merely of a plentiful 
lining of’ fine grass, feathers, fur, wool or other soft material 
but when placed in a bank, sandhill or large hole of a tree or in 
ivy, gorse or a thick bush, it is a bulky affair of sticks, moss, 
roo'ts^ leaves and grass lined with the softer materials already 
mentioned. The eggs number four to six and are white with 
numerous small freckles and small spots of reddish-brown. As a 
rule these markings are numerous everywhere but sometimes are 
more so in a ring or cap at the larger end. One hundred eggs 
(Rea Jourdain ) average 2043 X 15T1 rain.: maxima 22T x 
15-0 and 200x 162 mm.: minima 18 0x15-0 and 21-Ox 
14"4 mm. 

Habits similar to those of the next bird. 
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(1166) MotaciJla 


alba dukhunensis. 


The Indian White Wagtail. 


Motacillci dukhunensis Sykes, P.Z.S., 1832, p. 91 (Deccan ). 

Mutacilla alba. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 267 (part). 

Vernacular names. Dhobini (Hind.). 

Description.—Summer plumage. Forehead, fore crown, sides of 
head and neck pure white ; remainder of crown, nape, hind neck, 
chin, throat and upper breast black, the latter sharply defined 
from the white of the remaining underparts; hack, scapulars, 
rump and lesser wing-coverts grey; upper tail-coverts nearly 
black, edged with white; tail black, the two outermost pairs of 



Pigs. 52, 63, 54.—Wing, foot and head of M. a. dukhunensis, 

rectrices white, with a broad line of black on the edges of the 
basal halves of the inner webs; wing-coverts and quills blackiah- 
browri; the primaries and outer secondaries narrowly, the other 
feathers broadly, edged with white. ' ’ er 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black, more leaden on 
the lower mandible ; legs and feet dark horny-brown to black 
Measurements. Total length about 220 nun • wiro» 88 tn 

n lo’Td 90 ,0 98 *» *» * »'».YIS 

* ,,d t "™ t ■“* 

vo fmale in Summer like the male but usually with some dark 
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mottling on the forehead ; the chin and hind neck are often 
marked with grey. 

Female in Winter. No black on head, which is grey like the 
back ; the white forehead is narrower and tinged with grey and 
the black on the breast is more restricted and the feathers fringed 
with white. 

Young birds have the upper parts grey tinged with buff; the 
forehead and sides of crown darker; lores, feathers round the eye 
and sides of the head buffish-white, mottled with grey-brown ; 
breast-band narrower than in the adult and more broken with 
white. 

Distribution. Breeding in Western Siberia to the Yenesei and 
Atlas; West to the Caucasus and North Turkestan. In Winter 
South to Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Persia and the greater part of 
India, East to Bengal and Upper Assam. Wait has recently 
obtained specimens in Ceylon, where it was previously unknown. 

Nidification. The nests and eggs are said not to be distin¬ 
guishable from those of the Common White Wagtail. They 
apparently breed in May and June but there is very little on 
record which can be definitely attributed to this race. Eggs 
taken by Smirnoff in the Yenesei district in early June measure 
22-3 x 16-0 mm. 

Habits. The Indian form of the White Wagtail is as confiding 
in its ways as is its European cousin: haunting towns, villages 
and gardens, it may be found pursuing its insect prey across lawns 
and open spaces, running with great speed and often fluttering 
into the air when some active titbit takes to wing. All the time 
its tail wags at regular intervals and even when seated and 
otherwise motionless, it cannot refrain from a quick flick every 
now and then. Its graceful, dipping flight is capable of some 
speed and its cheerful chirrup is uttered both on the wing and 
when at rest. They arrive early in India, many birds arriving in 
the second and third week of July, whilst few leave until the end 
of April. 


(1167) Motacilla alba persica. 

The Persian White Wagtail. 

Motacilla personata persica Blanf., Eastern Persia, ii, p. 232 (Persian 
Highlands). 

Vernacular names. Noue recorded. 

Description. Intermediate between Al. a . duJchunensis and M. a . 
personata , the adults always having a trace of white on the ear- 
coverts but the chin and throat wholly black. This difference 
appears to he quite constant in their breeding area. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian White Wagtail. 
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Measurements. Wing 87 to 95 mm.; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 


Distribution. Breeding in the Persian Plateau and moun¬ 
tains, Kerman, Sheraz, Isfahan etc. Some Indian specimens from 
North-West India seem referable to this race, but young and non¬ 
breeding birds are very difficult to differentiate from M. a. 
personata or M. a . dukhunensis. 

Nidification. The Persian White Wagtail breeds in April, May 
and June, sometimes having second broods as late as July. The 
nests are bulky affairs of grass, roots, leaves etc., well lined with 
goats' hair, wool or fur; outwardly they conform in shape to the 
hole in which they are placed. A favourite site is a hole in au 
old ruin, deserted building or broken-down wall bur, round 
about Kerman, Currie found them breeding in subterranean 
water-courses. Holes in the brick or stone lining of wells are 
often used for nesting purposes. A line series of eggs collected 
by Currie and Petherick in Persia could not be distinguished from 
those of M. a . alba but appears darker and more reddish. 
Fifty eggs average 20-3x15*1 mm.: maxima 21*7x15-8 and 
20*9x16*3 /mn.; minima 18*9 X 15*5 and 19-8x15-0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. Like all the White Wagtails 
they are extremely tame little birds and are as much at home 
in gardens as they are running about at the edges of streams 
and water-courses. Like the Common Wagtail they are said 
sometimes to submerge their whole bodies under water when 
hunting for water insects etc. 


(1108) Motacilla alba personata. 

Tee Masked Wagtail. 

Motacilla }>ers<mata, Gould, B. of Asia, vi, pi. 03 (1861) (India): 

Blanf. Sz Oates, ii, p. 290. 

Vernacular names. Kol-suudak (Turki); Dhobin , Dhobini 
(Hind.). 

Description. Similar to the Indian White Wagtail but in 
adults the ear-coverts, sides of the head and neck are black; in 
younger birds and in Winter these parts are somewhat mottled 
with white but are never pure white as in M. a. dukhunensis. In 
quite young birds they are grey or grey-brown. The white on the 
wing-coverts and inner secondaries is also more extensive in 
the present race and very often there is less black on the outer¬ 
most tail-feathers. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian White Wagtail. 

Measurements. Wing 87 to 99 mm.; tail 91 to 103 min.; 
tarsus 23 to 25 mm. ; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. Breeds from Turkestan t6 South-West of Like 
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Baikal; South to Afghanistan, Gilgit, Kashmir, Ladakh and the 
extreme North-West Frontier of India. 

Nidification. In Central West Asia the Masked Wagtail breeds 
principally in A pril and May but on our own Frontier Whitehead 
took fresh eggs on the 15th June at Bulta-khundi in the Khagan 
Valley In this and the Kurram Valley it breeds freely from 
2 550 feet up to 10,000 Let and Fulton obtained it up to 
12 000 feet. Ward records it as breeding commonly in Kashmir 
between 6,000 and 8,000 feet but I have never seen any eggs 
from that State. The eggs, four to six in number, are like those 
of the other races. Thirty eggs average 2C-2 x 15-0 mm.: maxima 
21-2x15-5 and 20-2x161 ; minima 19 3 x 141 mm. 

Habits. During the breeding-season the Masked Wagtail 
seems to be more exclusively a bird of forest-streams and water¬ 
courses than most of ils allies but, otherwise, it behaves, feeds, 
calls and sings much as they do, whilst in the non-breeding season 
it becomes almost as much a town and village haunter as the 
tamest of them. It arrives in the foot-hills and plains of the 
Frontier Provinces in the end of August and early September 
and leaves again in early May. During the intervening mouths 
it spreads over the whole of India, East to Assam, West to Sind 
and South to Travaneore. 


(1169) Motacilla alba baicalensis. 

Swinhoe’b White Wagtail. 

Motacilla baicalensis Swinhoe, P. Z. S., 1871, p. 363 (? Eastern 
Asia). 

Vernacular names. Dhobini (Hind.). 

Description. Similar to the Masked Wagtail but adult birds in 
full Summer plumage always retain the «hite chin and have the 
crown white as far back as the back of the eye or lurther; the 
outermost tail-feather is pure white in a few specimens. 

Colours of soft parts as in M. a. personata. 

Measurements. Wing 90 to 97 mm.; tail 91 to 95 mm.; tarsus 
23 to 24 mm.; cuhnen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in East Siberia, from Lake Baikal to 
E Manchuria; Wintering in South China to Tunuan and the 
Shan States. A typical specimen was also procured in Tibet at 
Khamba-jong by Walton and I have a record of a specimen 
obtained at Asalu, N. Cachar, in 1899. 

Nidificatiou. Nests and eggs taken by Smirnoff during May and 
June in Eastern Siberia and Manchuria are just like those ol the 
European Wagtail. The eggs measure about 21-2x15-3 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. 
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(1170) Motacilla alba ocularis. 

The Stueak-eyed Wagtail. 

Motacilla ocularis Swinhoe, ibis, 1860, p. 55 (Amoy;; Blanf. & 
Oates, ii, p. 289. 

Vernacular names. Dhobin , Dkobini (Hind.). 

Description. Sex for sex and according to age similar to the 
Indian White Wagtail but distinguished by a streak running 
through the eye from forehead to the black nape. In adults this 
streak is black and complete, in young birds browner and broken 
but traces are always present, especially in front of the eye; the 
white on the wing-coverts and inner secondaries is greater in 
extent and in some old males the black of the head is produced 
further back into the hind neck. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill black, paler and more 
plumbeous at the base and on the lower mandible; legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Wing 86 to 97 mm.; tail 87 to 100 mm.; 
tarsus 24 to 25 mm.; culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in North-East Siberia and extreme 
North-West America; West to Danria, Amurland, Eastern Mon¬ 
golia and Manchuria. In Winter South to South China, Formosa, 
the Indo-Chinese countries, Burma, Assam and Eastern Bengal. 
It has been found as far East as Nepal but does not appear to 
extend far South in India, though it occurs in the extreme South 
of Burma. 

Nidification. Breeds during May and June, sometimes having 
a second brood as late as August. Nest and eggs are just like 
those of the European Wagtail but the latter are smaller. Ten in 
my own collection measure only 19*2 X 14*7 mm.; one taken by 
Przevalski in the Ivoku Nur measured 21*2 x 15*6 mm. 

Habits. This is the most common White Wagtail in Assam 
during the Winter months, arriving in early August and leaving 
again in the end of April. At this time it is just the same 
familiar bird as are the other races but when breeding it is said 
to keep more to forest, open country and meadow-land not in 
the vicinity of human habitations. 


Motacilla lugubris. 

Motacilla lur/ubris Temni., Man. d’Orn., i, p. 253 (1820). 
Type-locality : France. 

In M . L lugubris the ear-coverts are white and the throat black, 
a combination found in none of the Indian races. 
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Key to Subspecies . 


A. Chiu black in Summer. 

a. Forehead and anterior crown white .... M. 1 . alboides , p. 262. 

b. Only a narrow line across forehead and [p. 2G3. 

supercilium white . M. 1. viaderaspatenbis, 

B. Chin and throat white in Summer. M. L leucopsis , p. 2o4. 


(1171) Motacilla lugubris alboides. 

Hodgson’s Pied Wagtail. 

Motacilla alboides Ilodgs., As. Res., xix, p. 191 (1836) (Nepal). 

Motacilla hodgsoni. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 291. 

Vernacular names. Dliobin , Dhobini (Hind.). 

Description. Forehead, anterior crown, lores, cheeks, a ring 
round tlie eve and a patch behind white ; upper plumage, scapulars 
aud lesser wing-coverts black ; tail black, the outermost paii of 
feathers pure white and the next pair white with a brown edge 
to the basal ball' of the inner web; chin, throat and breast black ; 
remaining underparls pure white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill and feet black. 

Measurements. Wing 87 to 96 mm.; tail 84 to 93 mm. ; tarsus 
23 to 24 mm.; eulmen about 13 to 14 mm. 

In Winter the black feathers of the mantle are fringed with 
grey and the chin and throat become white or marked with 
white. 

The Young have the upper parts olive ashy-grey and tlie under- 
parts are white with a small patch of black in the centre of the 
breast. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Himalayas from Gilgit to Sikkim 
and South-West Tibet. In Winter is found throughout the 
plains and lower hills of Assam and the hilly regions of North 
and Central Burma to Tenasserim. West it is found not un¬ 
commonly in Bengal and Bihar and struggles into the Central 
Provinces. This bird and M. 1. leucopsis meet in Tibet and 
apparently breed within a very short distance of one another. 
It may be that they will eventually have to be treated as full 
species. 

Nidification. Hodgson’.- Wagtail breeds throughout the Hima¬ 
layas from about 6.000 feet up to 22,000 feet or higher during 
May, June and July, often having two broods in the year. The 
favourite site for the nest is undoubtedly some hole in among 
boulders or small islands in rivers but it also breeds in river-banks, 
in stone walls or under a stone on the ground. Occasionally it 
will build in a deserted hut or building and even more rarely in 
an inhabited one, but normally it is not a frequenter of human 
habitations for nesting purposes. The nest is like that of all 
While Wagtails but in Kashmir is often made wholly of wool. 
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The eggs number four to six and are like those of M., a. alba but 
are more often of a brown or reddish tint. Eighty eggs average 
21*3x15*5 mm.: maxima 22*5x16*0 and 22*0x16*5 mm.: 
minima 19*3 X 14*6 and 21*2 x 14*2 mm. 

Habits. In Summer a frequenter of streams and rivers running 
through well-wooded and open country as well as forest. They 
seem to feed much on water -haunting insects as well as on actual 
water-insects, which latter they pursue through both shallow and 
deep water. At the same time they are not so aquatic in their 
ways as are the Grey and the Yellow Wagtails. 


(1172) Motacilla lugubris maderaspatensis. 

The Large Pied Wagtail. 

Motacilla maderaspatensis Gmelin, S. N., i, p. 961 (1789) (India); 
Blnnf. & Oates, ii, p. 291. 

Vernacular names. Mamula , Bhnin M amnia, Khanjan (Hind.); 
SaJcala sartla-yadu (Tel.). 



Fig. 56.—Head of 3/. 1. maderaspatensis. 

Description. A very narrow line across the forehead and a 
broad supercilium white ; whole head, upper plumage, chin, throat, 
breast, sides of neck and lesser and median wing-coverts black; 
tail black, the outermost pair of feathers broadly, and the? next 
pair narrowly, edged with white on the inner webs on the basal 
portions; greater wing-coverts black at the base, white elsewhere; 
quills black, the primaries edged narrowly with white, the outer 
secondaries broadly edged with white and all with a large patch 
of white on the base of the inner webs ; remaining under plumage 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill and legs black. 

Measurements. Total length about 240 mm.; wing 97 to 
103 mm.; tail 95 to 105 ram.: tarsus 25 to 26 ram.; oulmen 
about 14 to 15 mm. 

Females, possibly only when young, have the black upper parts 
somewhat duller. 

Young birds have the black upper parts, chin, throat and 
breast replaced by earthy-brown ; the white supercilium is absent 
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or smaller and is a fulvous-white ; the white of the lower parts 
is also tinged with fulvous. 

Distribution. The whole of India from the Himalayas to Ceylon. 
East it extends to Western Bengal and Orissa, but not to Eastern 
Bengal or Assam. < 

Nidification. The Large Pied Wagtail breeds almost, throughout 
India, ascending the highest hills in the iSouth and wandering 
some 2,000 feet into the Himalayas, occasionally 4,000 feet higher. 
The principal breeding months are March, April and May but 
many birds have a second brood in July, August and September. 
The nest may be placed in a hole almost anywhere as long as it is 
near water; holes in banks, walls, buildings, both occupied and 
empty, bridges, culverts etc. are commonly used but the most 
popular resort is an old boat, whether a portion of a bridge of 
boats, a constantly-used ferry or some derelict past all duty. 
The nest is well and strongly made, mainly of grass and roots 
but, often, of all kinds of odd materials, whilst the lining is always 
of wool, hair or fur of some kind. The eggs generally number 
four, frequently three only and, very rarely, live. They are just 
like those of the Common White Wagtail but duller and darker 
on an average, more often brown or reddish than are the eggs of 
that bird. They are said sometimes to make a very flimsy pretence 
at a nest and even occasionally to lav in a hole with no nest 
at all. One hundred eggs average 21*9 X 16*2 mto.: maxima 
23 9 X 16*5 and 23*1 x 17*3 mm. ; minima 20 4 X 15*9 and 22*3 x 
15'1 mm. 

Habits. In all their ways these birds are typical White Wag¬ 
tails of the most confiding, humanity-loving type. True, where 
they are unusually numerous some birds will be seen far from towns 
and villages on the banks of livers or on sandy islands but for 
the most part they are essentially birds which haunt civilization. 
Every big garden has its one or more pairs and, when not actually 
on the rivers, they run about the lawns and paths just as our 
Wagtails do at home. 


(1173) Motacilla lugubris leucopsis. 

The White-faced Wagtail. 

Motacilla leucopsis Gould, P.Z. S., 1837, p. 78 (India); Blanf. & 
Oates, ii, p. 288. 

Vernacular names. Dhobin (llind.); Tanyzhenjhu (Lepcha). 
Description. Differs from Hodgson's Wagtail in having the 
ear-coverts, sides of the head and neck, chin and throat pure 
white. 

Colours of soft parts as in Hodgson's Wagtail. 

Measurements. Wing87 to 93 mm.; tail 83 to 90 mm.; tarsus 
22 to 24 mm.; culmen about 12 to 13 mm. 
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Distribution. Amur, Manchuria, Mongolia, Northern China 
to Tibet. In Winter South to South China, Formosa, Burma, 
Assam and Eastern Bengal and to Nepal. 



taken by La Touche were 
or in among the thatch, 
mm.: maxima 21*6x16'* 
15*0 and 20*7 x 14 2 mm. 


Habits. Normally this bird seems to he one of low elevations 
from the Plains to some4,000 ; feet. In Tibet, however, the birds 
sent me were trapped at 12,000 to 14,000 feet though it is 
possible that their occurrence and breeding in lihet is only 
accidental. The Everest Expedition obtained it at 17,oOO feet in 
September on its Southern migration. 


Motacilla cinerea. 


Motacilla cinerea Tunstall, Orn. Brit., p. 2 (1771). 

Type-locality: Sweden. 

The form which breeds in Northern Asia and visits India in 
Winter is distinguished by its shorter tail, under 7o mm. as 
against over 75 mm. in the typical form. 

(1174) Motacilla cinerea caspica. 

The Eastehn Ghey Wagtail. 

Parus caspicns Gineliu, Reise Russ., iii, p. 104, pi. xx, fi#. 2 (1/74) 
(Caspian Sea). .. 

Motacilla melanope. Riant. & Oates, n, p. 

Vernacular names. ^Mudi - tippudu-jitta ( Lei.). 
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dark brown edged with yellowish-white; the inner secondaries 
white at the base, this generally showing as a white wing-patch ; 
chin, throat and upper breast black, showing narrow white 
fringes when freshly moulted; lower plumage bright yellow, 
brightest on the vent and under tail-coverts; axillaries and under 
wing-coverts grey and white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny-brown to almost 
black, but always a little paler at the base; legs and feet fleshy- 
grev to fleshy-liorny. 

Measurements. Totallengthabout200mm.; wing78to86mm.; 
tail 67 to 73 mm.; tarsus 23 to 24 mm.; culrnen about 11 to 
12 min. 

Female in Summer. Superciliary aud moustachial stripes less 
pure white and smaller ; the black of the chin, throat and breast 
is much mottled with white and the lower parts, especially the 
breast, are less bright and pure yellow. 

Male in Winter has the superciliary and moustachial stripes 
less in extent; tlie chin, throat and upper breast are white tinged 
with buff, especially on the breast; the lower breast is buffy- 
yellow'. 

Young birds are like the adult but have the rump and upper 
tail-coverts duller and tinged with buff; chin, throat and breast 
buff, darkest on the breast. 

Nestling. Down golden-buff (YVitherby, M. o. cinerea). 

Distribution. Breeding from the Urals to Kamschatka and 
Houth to the 8afed Koh and the Himalayas. In Winter the 
whole of India and Ceylon, Burma, Assam, Andamans, Malay 
Peninsula. 

Nidification. The Eastern Grey Wagtail breeds from the end of 
April to the end of July from 5,000 up to 10,000 or 12,U0U feet, 
most often between 7,000 and 9,000 feet. The nest is made of 
grass or grass and roots, sometimes much mixed with white w ool 
and sometimes wholly of this material. The lining is of hair or 
wool or the tw'o mixed. It is often placed, like that of Hodgson’s 
Pied Wagtail, under a stone or fallen tree-trunk in small islands 
in rivers but it also makes use of banks of rivers and sometimes 
it builds the nest in long grass or under a thick bush. The egg< 
number four to six and are much more uniform in appearance than 
the eggs of the White and Pietl Wagtails. The ground-colour 
varies from pale to warm yellowish-grey, often with greenish, rarely 
with a reddish tinge. The markings consist of freckles of pale 
reddish-brown, scattered over the whole surface or in a ring or 
cap at the larger end. One hundred eggs average 19*0 x 14*2 mm. : 
maxima 20*6 x 13*7 and 18*5 x 15*8 mm.; minima 17 0 x 13*0 and 
17*1x12*9 mm. In India the full clutch is four or five but in 
the North they lay six or even seven eggs. 

Habits. This Wagtail is in habits half-way between the White 
Wagtails and the more strictly marsh and wet meadow-land 
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Wagtails of th njlava and feldeycj groups. They haunt botli rivers 
and open country and are also sometimes found on streams 
running through forest and jungle. They are very tame and 
confiding and in "Winter many Frequent ton ns and villages. fn 
food, flight, etc. they resemble the White Wagtails but their call 
is softer and sweeter and easily recognizable. 

Motacilla flava. 

Motacilla fla va Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 185 (1758). 

Type-locality : South Sweden. 

Three forms of this Wagtail are found in Lndia during the 
Winter but M. f. beema, the form which is nearest to true 
M. f. flava, differs from that bird in having a paler grey crown 
and ear-coveri « 




n 


H 


V* 


Keg to Subagent's. 

A. Crown pale grey ; ear-coverts ami cheeks 

with much pale yellow and white .... 

B. Crown pale greenish-grey ; ear-coverts 

and cheeks with much white. 

C. Crown darker at. all seasons ; ear-coverts 

and cheeks very dark . 

I). Crown green or green-grey : ear-coverts 

blackish. » . 

E. Whole crown white. 


M.f. bevma, p. 207, a'Sfciv. 

M. f. henna , p. 268, hiem. 

M.f. thunbergi , p. 269. 

M. f. taivana, p. 270. 

.)/ f. leucocephala , p. 270. 


(1176) Motacilla flava beema. 

The Indian Blue-hea dei> Wvgtaie. 


MotaciUa beema Sykes, 1\ Z. S.. 1882, p. 90 (Deccan); 

ii, p- 296. .. nQ= 

Motacilla flam. Hlanf. & Oates, ii, p. 295. 


Hlanf. & Oates, 


Vernacular names. Pilkya, (Hind.). 

Description. Adult male, Summer. A broad supereilu.m to 
the nape white: forehead, crown and nape light bluish-grey 
back, scapulars, lesser wing-coverts, rump and upper tail covet ts 
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bright olive-green, the longer coverts with black centres; tail 
black with narrow yellowish edges, the two outer pairs white 
with brown edges to the inner webs ; lores dark grey ; upper 
cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of neck blue-grev ; lower cheeks 
and ear-coverts, chin and throat white; remainder of lower 
plumage bright yellow with black bases, which show through here 
and there as the plumage gets abraded ; median wing-coverts 
brown with broad pale yellow tips and margins; greater coverts 
dark brown with pale yellow edges and darker yellow tips; 
primaries and outer secondaries brown with very narrow yellow 
•edges to the outer webs; inner secondaries with broad pale 
yellow edges to both webs; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown: bill almost black, the base 
of the lower mandible yellowish; legs and feet dark brown or 
dark horny. 

Measurements. Wing 77 to 83 mm.; tail 67 to 73 mm.; taraus 
23 to 24 mm.; culmen about 11 to 12 mm. 

In Winter the grey of the head is obscured by greenish margins 
to the feathers ; the lower parts are much duller and the margins 
to the wing-feathers are pale fulvous, not yellow; the breast is 
often mottled with dull black; the supercilium is less distinct. 

Female in Summer like the male but duller; the iiead is more 
greenish and the lower surface much less bright. 

Female in Winter resembles the male but is duller. 

Young birds are brown above tinged with olive on the rump 
and upper tail-coverts ; below from chin to vent they are white, 
often tinged with bright yellow here and there and much mottled 
with blaekish-brown on the fore-neck and upper breast; vent and 
under tail-coverts pale yellow ; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
white; the breast in some specimens is strongly suffused with 
buff, probably in the youngest specimens only. 

Nestling. Buff when in down. 

Distribution. Breeding in West Siberia to the Yenesei and (fide 
Sushkin) in extreme South-East Jiussia and in Ladakh, Kashmir 
and Tibet. In Winter it extends as far South as Travancore and 
Mysore and it ranges from Sind on the West to Eastern Bengal 
and also West Assam, where I obtained specimens, and to East 
Assam, where Stevens and Coltart obtained it. There are also 
several specimens from this Province in the British Musemn 
collection. 

Nidification. Ward obtained nests and eggs of this Wagtail 
in Ladakh in June and records it as also occasionally breeding in 
Kashmir. Ifciscommon in Tibet, though very local and, apparently, 
irregular in its visits. It breeds in Tibet in June and July, 
making a very compact little nest of grass and roots, often mixed 
with fur, wool, hair or feathers and always beautifully lined with a 
mat of these materials. It is generally built in marshy grassland, 
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placed well clown among the roots of the grass and carefully 
concealed. The eggs number four or five and are like those of 
the last bird rather than those of the White and Pied Wagtails. 
Thirty eggs average 19*5x14*8 mm.: maxima 20 7x15*0 and 
20*6 x 1543 mm.; minima 18*2 X 15*0 and 19*1 x 14*1 mm. 

Habits. This is an extremely common bird in Northern India 
in Winter, a few birds arriving in August but the majority in 
September.' They leave again in April and early May, scattering 
in the meantime’ over the greater part of the Empire. When 
migrating they often collect in very large numbers but break up 
into pairs or fly singly immediately after arrival. Their habits 
and flight, diet,* voice etc. call for no remark. 

(1176) Motacilla flava tliunbergi. 

The Grey-headed Wagtail. 

Motacilla thunbcryi Billberg, Syn. Faun. Scan., p. 50 (1828) 
(Lapland). 

Motacilla borealis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 294. 

Vernacular names. Pilkya (Hind.). 

Description. — Male. Distinguishable from the preceding race 
at all seasons by its much darker cheeks and ear-coverts; the 
throat is always yellow and not white and even the chin is often 
veliowalso; in summer the crown and nape are a much darker 
grey and in Winter the general tint is darker in this race than it 
is in M. f. beema. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian Blue-lieaded Wagtail. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 83 mm.; tail 72 to 75 mm.; eulmen 
11 to 12 mm. 

Female and Young are generally distinguishable by their dark 
cheeks and ear-coverts. 

Distribution. Breeds in Scandinavia, North Russia and Western 
Siberia but how far East and where it is replaced by M. f. beema 
seems still rather doubtful. In Winter it migrates to North 
Africa and Western Asia; commonly as far South as the United 
Provinces, and thence in decreasing numbers to Ce)Ion, where it 
is very numerous; East it extends to Bengal, Assam and the 
greater part of Burma to Tennsserim. 

Nidification. The Grey-headed Wagtail breeds during May and 
Jane in tundras and marshy lands, making a nest of grass and 
roots lined with wool or hair, which it places am nig the roots of 
reeds or rank grass. The nest is very well made and neat and is 
nearly always well hidden. The egns, four to six in number, are 
like those of M.f. beema , seldom conspicuously spotted and often 
looking an almost uniform pale greenish-stone colour. (hie 
hundred eggs average 18*3x 13*9 mm. ( Wit her by). 

Habits. Those of the species. A sprightly, cheerful little bird, 
always on the move, racing and fluttering after its insect prey: 
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following cattle about in order to catch the insects they disturb 
and keeping up a constant flick of its tail. In Ceylon, Wait refers 
to its habit of roosting in reeds in great colonies, a habit not so 
conspicuous in India, though even in that country very large 
numbers roost in company. 

- r 

(1177) Motacilla flava taivana. 

The Chinese G-keen Wagtail. 

Budytes taivamcs Swinh., P. Z. S. p. .‘334 (1863) (Formosa). 

Vernacular names. PilJcya (Hind.). 

Description.— Male. Whole upper plumage olive-green, 
brightest on the upper tail-coverts and rump; a broad yellow 
supercilium: lores and ear-coverts nearly black; lower plumage 
deep yellow; wings and tail as in the other races; the flanks 
always and the breast often washed with dull greenish. 

Colours of soft parts as in M. f. beema. 

Measurements. Wing 79 to 84 mm.; tail 65 to 74 mm.; tarsus 
25 to 26 mm. ; culmen about 11 to 12 mm. 

Female distinguishable by its very dark plumage and its yellow 
supercilium. 

Young birds are very dark brown above, with blackish cheeks 
and ear-coverts and a well-defined yellowish supercilium ; the 
lower plumage is yellowish-white mottled with blackish-brown 
across the breast. 

Distribution. Breeding, Lake Baikal and Dauria to the Amur 
to Sakhalin and the Kuriles. In Winter South to China, Formosa 
and the Indo-Chinese countries. There are several specimens in 
the British Museum from Klang in Malay States, one from Burma 
and one from Howrah in Bengal. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the other races. In the Amur 
it breeds in May and June in the wetter tundras. Twelve eg«s 
vary in size between 18-4 x 14-0 and 19-9 x 15-2 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. 

(1178) Motacilla flava leucocephala. 

The White-headed Wagtail. 

Budytes leucocephala C. Deditius (Przevalskv). Jour f. Om n oyq 
(1887) (Altai). * ’’ * 

Vernacular names. PilTcya (Hind.). 

Description. Similar to . 1 /. f. beema but the adult has the 
whole head white, not sharply defined from but shading into the 
grey ol the neck. ° 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in M. f. beema . 
Distribution. Breeding in Mongolia (Sashkia) and Manchuria 
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(Smirnoff) • obtained by Przevalsky on the Irfcisch River and the 
southern Altai, Dzungaria. 

Nullification. The Wagtail has been i'ound breeding in Mongolia 
by hnshkrn and in Manchuria by Smirnoff in M?y, June^nd 
July. Lite nest is like that of other races of this species, a com¬ 
pact cup of grass and roots, lined thickly and neatly with wool 
and placed on the ground in long grass or weeds in wet meadows 

90 a nvT?ft’ 3S,n ® eggs va . 1 ;.' r ln , siz « between 13-3 x 13-8 and 
-0 0 x 15 0 mm. They are like those of other races of ’/lava but 
are very dark in coloration. 

Habits. Those of the species. The only specimen so far 
obtained in India was shot by Whistler on the 3rd May 1913 
Ji male m perfect plumage. 


Motacilla feldegg. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. Crown black. JEstiv. 

B. Crown black, the feathers fringed with 

green. Hiem. 

«. Chin yellow, malar stripe absent or, if 

present, tinged with yellow. 

b. Chin and moustachial stripe pure white 

nnn ri 


M.f.feldegg, p. 271. 

and distinct': ."':. fp. 272. 

. melanogriseus, 

1, ! 1 their J “on-breeding haunts these two races overlap very 
greatly and it is quite useless comparing series of intermediate 
bn-ds obtained in these places in Winter and trying to cl,“w any 
dedueUons from such comparison. Breeding birds show the 
differences between the two races sufficiently well to justify their 
retention Wing birds certainly cannot be differentiated and 
young birds are those which travel furthest and are found most 
otten beyond their usual migration routes and winter haunts. 

(l I (9) Motacilla feldegg 1 feldegg 1 . 

The Black-headed Wagtail. 

Motacilla feldegg Miclialielles, Isis, 1830, p. 812 {D .lmatiM 
Motacilla feldeggi. Blau f. <fc Oates, ii, p.297. 1 )- 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs Horn all the other Yellow Wagtails excent 
melanoynseus ,n having the whole crown, lores, ea,-coverts and 
bind neck quite black and m having no snpercilium; the under 
suit ace including the chin is vellow 

lrisbro ” “' biU , legs and 

2 4?„ e s“ - ! « ,o - 73 
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The Young are dark grey-brown above with very dark ear- 
coverts and no trace of a supercilium ; below they are white more 
or less washed with yellow and sometimes buff on the bieast. 

Distribution. Breeds in Southern Europe from Greece East¬ 
wards Asia Minor and Caucasus, migrating South in Wmtei to 
North Africa and India as far South as Belgaum and as tar^Las 

as Benares. „ „ . „ 

Nidification. Much the same as in the Wagtails of the flava 
group. The breeding-season is from April to June and thei nes 
are Dlaced on the ground in meadow- or marsh-land undet the 
promotion of a bush or tuft of long grass. In Bulgaria they are 
said to nest in cornfields. The eggs in appearance are similar to 
those of M. /lava but are more often marked with a streak or hair¬ 
line at the larger end. Eighteen eggs {Jour(lain) average IS’- X 
14-4 mm.: maxima 20 5 x L4’8 mm.and 19-3x 15-1 mm.; minima 

171x140 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the Yellow Wagtails. 


(1180) Motacilla feldegg melanogriseus. 

The Turkestan Black-headed Wagtail. 

Buddies melanogriseus Homeyer, Jour. f. Orn., p. 128 (1878) (India). 

Motacilla feldeggi. Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 297 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to M. f. feldegg but has the chin white, 
produced hack as a white line between the yellow throat and the 
black ear-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts as in M. f. feldegg. 

Measurements. Wing 79 to 83mm.; tail 08 to 73 turn.; tarsus 
24 to 25 mm.; culmen 13 to 14 mm. 

Female and Young cannot be distinguished from those of the 
preceding race and many of our adult Indian males are quite 
intermediate between this and the preceding form. 

Distribution. Breeding in Turkestan and Persia and in Winter 
visiting India within the same areas as the Black-headed Wagtail. 

It is only within their breeding areas that one can be in any 
way certain of meeting either race of the Black-bended Wagtails 
and that race only. The Western form certainly seems to visit 
North-West India in some numbers, whilst, on the other hand, 
the Eastern form appears occasionally to wander as far South- 
West in Winter as Egypt. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding bird. Witherby 
obtained its eggs near Sheraz on ♦ he 3rd May at 5,2u0 feet, Negikoff 
took them in the Altai at about the same date and Smirnoff took 
Wagtails’ eggs, which he attributed to this species, at Krasnoyarsk 
on the 7th of that month. They measure 20*0x14*6 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. 
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Motacilla citreola. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. Back never mixed with black. M. c. citreola , p. 273. 

B. Back black, or m jre or less mixed with 

black. M. c. calcarata , p. 274. 


The name cUreoloides hitherto used for Hodgson's Yellow-headed 
Wagtail cannot be retained, as it is antedated by Hodgson's name 
calcarata published in 1836, or 29 years earlier Lhau Gould s. 



( 1181 ) Motacilla citreola citreola. 

The Yellow-headed Wagtail. 

Motacilla citreola . Pall., Reise Rus9. Keich., iii, p. 696 (1776) 
(Siberia); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 298. 

Vernacular names. Pani-JcapilJcya (Hind.). 

Description. — Summer. Whole head and lower plumage bright 
yellow, the Hanks washed with green ; upper plumage ashy-grey 
more or less tinged with olive, especially the rump and upper tail- 
coverts; hind-neck sometimes blackish but the black never extends 
on to the back ; tail black very narrowly ^dged with white, the two 
outer pairs white except for a broad patch of brown down the outer 
web; wings dark brown, the coverts and inner secondaries very 
broadly edged with white; the outer secondaries and primaries 
very narrowly edged with the same ; axillaries and under wing- 
coverts greenish-grey. 

Female in Summer is duller than the male; the back is less 
pure grey, more brownish, and there is less pure bright yellow on 
the forehead and sides of the head; it also wants the black collar. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill and feet black. 

Measurements. Wing 82 to 90 mm. ; tail 74 to 79 mm.; tarsus 
25 to 27 nun.; qultnen 13 to 14 mm. 

In Winter both sexes have the crown grey like the back but 
rather greener ; the forehead, a broad supercilium and the s : des 
of the head are yellow ; lores and a line through the eye dusky; 
ear-coverts mottled with dusky ; the breast is more or less mottled 
with dusky owing to the black ba^es showing through. The female 
is generally duller than the male with less yellow on the sides of 
the head. 

The Young bird is ashy-brown above, the forehead tinged w ith 
green; a faint supercilium, sides of head and ear-coverts dull 
white; a line under the eve and another from the gape blackish- 
brown ; lower plumage fulvous-white, with a row of brown mot- 
tlings down each side of the neck and across the breast. 
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The adult plumage is assumed very irregularly and many birds 
of both sexes, especially the females, breed before they have 
acquired the fully adult colouring. 

Distribution. Breeds in Eastern Russia to Turkestan, Amur 
and South-Ea-t Mongolia. In Winter occurs over practically the 
whole of India as far South as Travuncore and Madras. To the 
East it is found as far as Chittagong, Manipur and Eastern 
Assam. 

Nidification. The Yellow-headed Wagtail breeds in Northern 
Russia in dune but in Siberia from the middle of May to the 
middle of July. The nest is a neat cup of grass, roots and some¬ 
times a few leaves, scraps of moss etc., very compactly put 
together and well lined with reindeer hair, goa t s’ hair, wool and 
sometimes a few feathers. The nests are placed on the ground in 
swampy meadow-land, or in wet open spaces among willows and 
birches. Generally they are well concealed and are always built 
well in among the roots of the grass or bush which protects them. 
The eggs number four to six, rarely seven, and in colour are pale 
replicas of those of the Indian Blue-headed Wagtail but are 
sometimes rather more distinctly speckled nr spotted, though 
usually very uniform in colour. Eiglity-two eggs (61 Jourdain) 
average 19 2 x 14*2 mm.: maxima 21*3 X 15*3 mm.; minima 18 0 X 
14 0 and 19*8x13*8 mm. 

Habits. Very similar to those of the jlava group. It is a very 
common bird in Winter over the greater part of Northern India 
wherever there are marches, moist cultivation or open green fields. 
Ticeburst found that some Sind birds had been feeding on small 
snails. 


(U82) Motacilla citreola calcarata. 

Hodgson’s Yullow-dhaded Wagtail. 

Budytes calcaratus Hudgs., As. Res., xix, p. 198 (1836) (Nepal). 

Motacilla citrcoloides. Blanfc & Oates, ii, p. 299. 

Vernacular names. Pani-lca-piLkya Hind.); Ane-kegah, Ani- 
chept't (Tibet); Si-chi-pi-chi ( Lhasa). 

Description. Similar to M. c. citreola but in Summer the whole 
back, scapulars, rump and upper tail-coverts become deep black. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 76 to85mm.; tail 69 to 70 mm.; tarsus 
25 to 26 mm.; culmen 13 to 15 mm. 

Biris in Winter plumage and young birds can hardly be dis¬ 
tinguished I'rom the last race but are generally decidedly darker 
above, whilst adult birds nearly always have some black ou the 
back and scapulars. 
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Distribution. Breeds in Kashmir and Central Asia from 
Afghanistan and Persia to Tibet. In Winter it is found as far 
South as Cuteh and throughout Northern India to extreme East 
Assam and Burma South to Pegu and Northern Tenasserim. 

Nidification. Hodgson s Yellow-headed AYagiail breeds from 
6,000 to 14,000 feet throughout the Himalav as. In Kashmir it 
breeds in May and June, in Ladakh and Tibet in June and July 
and in these two months also llarington and Whitehead found 
great numbers breeding in the Kurram and Khagan Valleys 
between 8,000 and 12,0(J0 feet. It does not appear to have t wo 
broods in the year, the nest is made of grass, roots, plant-stems, 
moss and often a little wool and hair, very compactly put together 
and lined with a felt-like mass of wool, hair and feathers. It 
seems always to be built on marshy ground, olten in swamps, but 
occasionally may be found under hushes or in tufts of shortish 
grass in meadow-lands near streams. It is invariably very well 
concealed and the bird sits until "almost trodden ou once the 
eggs are being incubated. 

The eggs, which number four or five, rarely three or six, are 
like those of AJ. c. cit eola, perhaps darker as "a rule and better 
spotted and nearly always with one or more irregular streaky 
lines at the larger end. Eighty eggs average 20-7 x 15'U mm. : 
maxima 222 x 15"4 and 206 x 160 mm.; minima 18'5 x 14*5 and 
20-ox 140 mm. 

Habits, Hodgson’s Yellow-headed Wagtail is the most aquatic 
of all the Wagtails and keeps e-peciady to large swamps, marshes 
and the reedy margins of large rivers. Ticehurst comments on 
this in regard to the Sind birds arid other authors have frequently 
remarked the same about the Kashmir birds. Even in breeding 
this Wagtail will otfen be found building its nest well out in the 
centre of swamps on small islands or in shallow reed-beds. It is 
as active, sprightly a little bird as any of its kind, always on the 
move and with the same energetic, constant little jerk of the tail. 
Its food consists largely of tiny water-shells and insects but it also 
sometimes follows cattle in wet pastures and feeds on the grass- 
hoppers, etc. which they disturb. 


Genus DENDRONANTHUS. 

Dendronanthus Blyth, Ann. Mag. Nat. Hist., xiii, p. 116 (1844). 

Typ e > Dendronanthus indicus Gmelin. 

The genus Dendronanthus contains a single species of Wagtail, 
■distinguished by having a tail different in shape to that of any 
other Wagtail. The central pair of leathers are shorter than the 
lateral ones and are also of a different colour. The sexes are 
alike. 
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(1183) Dendronanthus indicus. 

The Forest Wagtail. 


Motacilla indica Gruel., Syst. Nat., i, p. 962 (J/89) (India). 

Limonidromus indicus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 300. 

Vernacular names. Uz-halla-jittci (Tel.); Gomarita (Cing.). 

Description. Upper plumage, lesser wir.g-coverts and central 1 
tail-leathers olive-brown ; the longer tail-coverts darker blackish- 
brown ; the three pairs of tail-feathers next the centre blackish- 
brown, the next pair brown with a broad wedge-shaped white 
tip, outermost pair white except at the base of the inner web; 
median and greater wing-coverts black with broad yellowish-white 
tips; quills dark brown, with a patch of yellowish-white on the 
centre of the outer webs and the second to the seventh with a 
second similar broad patch of yellowish-white at the base ; inner¬ 
most secondaries olive on the outer, webs, dark brown on the 



Kig. 57 .—Hoad of D. indicus. 


inner; a narrow supercilium from the eye to the nape yellowish- 
white to pure white; lores, ear-coverts and sides of neck olive; 
a line down either side of the throat and fore-neck brown, meeting 
a bold black crescentic band across the breast; a second much 
broken band, sometimes represented bv a few black spots only, on 
the lower breast; remainder of lower plumage white, more or less 
suffused with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris black-brown ; bill horny-brown or 
dusky-brown above, fleshy-white beiow; legs and feet purplish- 
white to purplish-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 77 to 81 mm.; tail 65 to 68 mm.; tarsus 
about 23 to 24 mm.; culmen about 13 to 14 mm. 

Young birds appear to be more yellow below than adults; 
which in some cases are quite pure white. 

Distribution. Breeding in Eastern Siberia, the hills of Northern 
China, Burma and Assam. In Winter South to India, West of a 
Hue drawn from the Sutlej Valley to the Gulf of Cambay, Ceylon, 
the Indo-Chinese countries and Burma to Singapore, Java, 
Sumatra and Borneo and South China. 

Nidification. The only nests known of this Wagtail were taken 
in N. Caehar in May and in North-East Chihli in July. In all 
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fevv F irffi n °f Uley nif 6 'T ,e , of grass ’ le:ives ’ lnoss > rours aud a 

Swk <m , e (:WI S S > a11 bound and felled together with cobwebs and 
h the edges neatly finished off with the same material. The 
Jim,ig was hair over fine roots in N. Cachar the hair being that 
ot the Serow and Gayal, m China that of horse and cattle. All 
tour nests were built on horizontal branches, the two found by 
mvse being on branches of small trees growing in among the 
boulders on banks of streams in dense evergreen forests. Like 

.nests the eggs bear no resemblance to those of Wagtails but 
might easily be mistaken for those of Chaffinches. The "round- 
colour is blue-grey to almost pale slatv-grey and the marks°consist 
of bold spots and small blotches of black or dark red with the 
edges, looking as if they had run, of paler red. The markings, 
with a tew underlying ones of grey, are dotted irregularly over the 

Snv iT£" Ce * Maxima209 X 151 and 20-3 x 15'3 mm.; minima 

UX14-7 mm. 

Habits. This is almost entirely a forest bird, being found only 
m evergreen forest, where it haunts open glades, forest paths and 
riversides. Occasionally it occurs on the banks of rivers running 
t nough open but well-wooded country and Jerdon records 
having seen it in Ins own garden at Nellore. The birds are 
genera ly to be met with m pairs and when disturbed in forest 
roads they fly along in front of one, alighting everv hundred yards 
o. so and making little runs just like a Wagtail until, finally - they 
dive into the forest and return again to the open path behind the 
intruder. Ihey are not shy birds and will allow a close approach 
whether running about in stream or on path or perching, as 
they often do, on some low branch or high boulder. Their food 
consists of small slugs, snails, tiny worms and all kinds of insects 
and they pursue these latter into the air as well as snatching them 
■off the blades of grass. Their movements are very quick and 
they keep up a constant wagging of their tails, but the movement 
is lateral not vertical as in the true Wagtails. Their flight is 
tairly swift and dipping, consisting of alternate rapid beating of 
the wings and sailing with them semi-closed. The note is a loud 
chirrup, frequently repeated when flying, running or perching. 


Genus ANTHUS. 

Atithus Bechstein, Naturg. Deutschl., iii, p. 704 (1807). 

Type, Anthus trivialis Linn. 

The genus Anthus differs from Motacilla and Dendronanthus in 
•its comparatively much shorter tail and streaked upper plumage. 

Iqnts are found over nearly the entire world. Thev resemble 
•each other greatly in their pattern of colour and consequentlv are 
difficult to describe; long descriptions, therefore, are useless 
identification depending entirely on a few, characters which are 
easily learnt. Eacli species is very constant to one type. The 
young are very much spotted beneath and their spots become 


1 


278 M0TA0ILL1J)j£. 

reduced in size at each successive Spring moult and in a few 
species disappear altogether. The difference in plumage in 
Summer and Winter is negligible, merely consisting in tf.e black 
streaks and spots becoming more pronounced as the feathers 
become abraded towards the end of Summer. 

The sexes are alike and the young resemble the adults except 
for the excessive spotting below. 


Key to Species . 

A. Hind claw not exceeding hind toe in 
length. 

a. Pale tip of inner web of penultimate 
tail-feather very small, 
a'. Pale tips of tail-feathers white. 
a". Upper plumage brown, boldly 

streaked. H. trivialis , p. 279. 

b . Upper plumage greenish, finely 
,, l:) . streaked . . hodgsoni , p. 281. 

b. 1 ale tips oi tail-feathers pale rufous . A. sordidus p. 284. 

"• f tip of inner webs of penultin ate 

tail-feathers large, about one-third 

w k n 2 th °f feathers . nilghiriensis , p. 283- 

J5. Hmd claw exceeding hind toe in length. 
e. Sides of body plain or with obsolete 
streaks only. 

c. General colour of lower plumage 

sandy or buff. 

c". Breast spotted or streaked. 

cd. Upper plumage brown, the 
feathers with broad dark 

;3 TT cent,res . A. richardi, p. 287. 

b . Upper plumage sandy with faint 

in ii darker centres . A. ca7)ij)estids t juv., p. 293. 

v ri Jireast spotted and unstreaked . A. campestris, ad., p. 292. 
u . General colour of lower plumage 

j V1 ru US ; V v:. A. spinolelta, ad., p. 290. 

d. bides of bodylwith coarse, dark streaks. 1 

Axilirtries and under wing-coverts 

A^}! 0 ^ -*- - -. A. roseatus, p. 29o. 

/ . Axil lanes and under wing-coverts 
whitish or brownish. 

t',-, £ , ' roat t and cinnamon-red.. A. eervinus, ad., p. 294 
f . 1 hr oat and breast whitish or 1 

fulvous. 

c 3 . Upper plumage very dork with 

fulvous margins. A. eervinus, juv., p. 294 

“• Upper plumage clear brown 1 

with olive-brown margins .... A. spinoletta, juv., p. 29$. 

Antlms trivialis. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Bill much slighter and rather shorter- A. t. trivialis. p. 279 

1>. Bill much stouter and rather longer. A. t. haringtoni, p. 2K(). 
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(1184) Antlvus trivialis trivialis. 

The Tue e-Pipit. 

Alauda trivialis Linn., Syst. Nat., 1 Otli ed. i, p. 166 (1758) (Switz¬ 
erland). 

Anthus trivialis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 302 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage sandy-brown, each feather 
except on the rump and upper tail-coverts with broad black 
central streaks; tail brown edged paler, the outermost rectrices 
* sandy-white on the outer web and diagonally on half the inner 
web; penultimate outer feathers with a triangular white tip; 
wing-coverts black edged broadly with fulvous-white; quills dark 
brown narrowly edged with pale olive, the inner secondaries dark 
brown broadly edged with sandy-olive; an ill-defined supercilium 
fulvous; lores and a line behind the eye dusky ; cheeks and ear- 
coverts fulvous, sometimes mottled with brown; a line under 



t'igs. 58, 59. — Head mid foot of A. t. trivialis . 


them dark brown ; a line from the lower mandible down either 
side of the neck black ; lower surface white, more or less suffused 
with fulvous and streaked on the breast and flanks with black. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris black-brown ; bill, upper and tip 
of lower mandible dark brown, rest of lower pale flesh ; legs and 
feet pale brownish-flesh ” ( Withevby). 

Measurements. Wing 83 to 90 mm.; tail 54 to 64 mm.; tarsus 
20 to 21 mm.: eulmen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. A Winter visitor only to the North-West of 
India, extending South to Travaucore and East to AVestern 
Bengal. 

Nidification. Witherby gives the breeding-season as late May 
and early June but eggs may occasionally be found in the last 
week in April and again in late June. The nest is a well-built 
cup of coarse grasses and roots, lined with finer roots, grass and 
hair. Sometimes bracken, moss and other materials are mixed 
in the foundation of the nest. It is nearly always placed on a 
sloping bank and not in flat marshy meadows, as is so often the- 
case with the Meadow-Pipit, and it is generally well concealed. 
The eggs number four to six and vary extremely in colour. Some 
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Siberia and to Palestine and the Caucasus. 

Habits. The Tree-Pipit is found wherever there are ample 
open spaces mixed with well-wooded areas. In India, where it 
arrives in early September leaving again in March and Apri , 
it affects open* country where there are trees and is es P?i*^ ,l . y 
partial to damp meadows, the vicinity of swamps etc. When 
disturbed feeding on the ground it invariably settles on a tree or 
bush, unlike some of the other Pipits, which settle on the ground. 

(1185) Anthus trivialis haringtoni. 

Witherby’s Tree-Pipit. 

Anthus trivialis liaringUmi Witherby, Bull. B. 0. 0., xxxvii, p. 43 
(1917) (Khagan Valley). 

Anthus trivialis . Blank & Oates, ii, p. 302 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Common Tree-Pipit in having a 
longer, more coarse bill and in having the underparts more 
profusely and more boldly striated. It is also, on an average, a 
decidedly darker bird and is generally more suffused with fulvous 
on the chin, throat and breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black, the lower 
mandible fleshy ; legs and feet flesh-colour (G. H. T. Whitehead). 

Measurements. About the same as those of A. t. trivialis but 
the width of tho bill at the nostrils measures 5*5 to 6 mm., as 
against about 5 mm. or less in that bird. 

Distribution. A resident breeding bird from Turkestan to the 
North-West Frontier of India; Gilgit, Kashmir and Garhwal. 
[n Winter straggling South into North-West India. 

Nidification. Similar to that of A. t. trivialis , breeding at high 
elevations, between 9,000 and 12,000 feet, from the Afghan 
Frontier to Gilgit and the greater part of Northern Kashmir. 
Whitehead and Harington both found this bird breeding in some 
numbers in the Khagan and Kurram Valievs but A. h. hodcjsoni 
also breeds in this area, so that, the records are difficult to 
disentangle. Eggs taken by these two gentlemen cannot be 
distinguished from those of the European bird. Average of twenty 
eggs 21*0 X 15*8 mm. : maxima 22*5 x 16*5 and 22*1 X 17 0 mm. ; 
rmnima 19 6 x 15*1 and 19*8 X 14*9 mm. The breeding-season 
seems to be in June and July, a few early birds laying in May. 
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Habits. Witherby s Pipit appears to be a local breeding form 
of the European Pipit and, like so many local geographical races, 
is more sedentary than the tvpical forms. It very seldom wanders 
into the lower hills of North-West India but there are a few 
skins in the British Museum which seem referable to this race. 
Except that it keeps to high mountainous tracts it does n 
diner in habits from its European cousin. 


Anthus hodgsoni. 

hey to Subspecies, 


A. A stronger rufescent. tinge on throat and 

breast. 

a. Paler, with liner striatious on lower 

plumage . 

b. Darker, with broader striations on^lower 

plumage .* 

B. No rufescent tinge on throat and breast. 

In colour intermediate between hodysuni 
and yunnanensis . 


A. h . hodyswriy p. 281. 

A. h. yunnanemisy p. 282. 


A. h. berezowskii, p. 283. 


(1186) Anthus hodgsoni hodgsoni. 

The India\ Tree-Pipit. 

Ant hits trivialis hoily.-.oni Richmond, Blackwelder Res. in China 
pt. u. p. 493 (1907) (Nepal). 

Anthus maculatus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 304 (part). 

Vernacular names. Lilcu-jitta (Tel.). 

Description. Very similar to Anthus t. trivialis but with upper 
plumage strongly suffused with green and with the central black 
streaks much more narrow and ill-defined; tbe supercilium is 
fulvous in front and white over the ear-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill horny-black above, 
fleshy-brown below with a dark tip ; legs and feet flesh-colour or 
horny-fleshy. 

. , Measurements. Wing 84 to 88 mm. ; tail 58 to 66 mm.; tarsus 
about ~l to 22 mm. ; culmen about 11 to .12 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Himalayas, Afghanistan, Gilgit, 
Kuman, Kashmir, Garhwal. In Winter it is found over the 
whole of India and Ceylon ; birds occurring in Eastern Bengal 
and Assam are referable to the typical race but birds from Burma 
more especially in tbe South and East, are nearer yunnanensis. 

Nidificat ion. Similar to that of the Tree-Pipit. It breeds at 
all elevations between 8,0( 0 and 15,000 feet, making a bulky, 
rather compact nest of grass and roots, often mixed with leaves, 
bracken and other material and lined with fine grass or grass 
and hair. It is most, often placed in a liollow under a stone or 
in a bank, sometimes in a shallow depression in the ground under 
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a bush or tuft of coarse grass. The eggs number three to five, 
generally four, and resemble those of the Tree-Pipit but blotched 
eggs are exceptional, the great majority being finely speckled or 
spotted over their whole surface. Eighty eggs average 21*6 X 
16 0 inm.: maxima 23*3 X 16*0 and 22*1 X i7*0 min.; minima 
20 0 X 15*4 and 21’9 X 14*5 mm. 

They breed throughout May and June and more rarely in early 
July at the higher altitudes. 

Habits. In Summer this Pipit is found in the undulating 
meadow-lands of the Himalayas, from 7,000 feet upwards, in the 
vicinity of forests and well-wooded valleys. At this time of 
the year it is said to be wild and intolerant of observation but in 
Winter, when it resorts to the plains in vast numbers, it is very 
tame. When disturbed it flies into trees like the Tree-Pipit and 
its note and flight are also very like those of that bird. In Assam 
the earliest birds arrive in the beginning of August and the 
latest departures take place at the end of April. 



(1187) Anthus hodgsom yunnanensis. 

The YuimrAN Tree-Pipit. 

Anthus maculatus yunnanensis Uchida & Kuroda, Annot. Zool. 

Jap., ix, p. 134 (1916) (Yunnan). 

Anthus maculatus. Hlanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 304 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to A. h. hodgsoni but, season for season, 
darker above whilst below it is streaked with broader marks of 
black and it seems to retain a strong rufescent tinge on throat 
and breast, even when adult, and also to retain more rufous on the 
under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny-brown with a 
black base above, paler below; legs and feet yellowish-fleshv or 
yellowish-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 85 mm.; tail 56 to 65 mm.; 
tarsus about 20 to 21 mm. ; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Yunnan and Formosa. Birds from the Shan 
States and some specimens from Central and South Burma appear 
to be of this race. It will certainly also be found to occur in the 
Indo-Chinese countries in Winter. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Forrest found this Pipit on Alpine meadows on the 
Lichiang range between 10,000 and 18,000 feet from May to 
August. 
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(1188) Anthus liodgsoni berezowskii. 

The Kansu Tree-Pipit. 

Anthus maculatus berezowskii Sarudny, Orn. Monatsb., xvii, p. 43 
(1909) (S.W. Kansu). 

Anthus maculatus. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 304 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Above paler than yunnanensis but darker than 
typical hoclgsoni . Below similar to the former bird but without 
the strong rufescent tinge on throat and breast: 

Measurements. Wing 82 to 8S mm. 

Distribution. Apparently breeding from Setcliuan through 
Mongolia, Manchuria, Siberia to Japan. In Winter it occurs in 
South China, the Indo-Chinese countries and South-East and 
South Burma. 

Nidification. Eggs in my collection from Siberia and Japan 
are just like those of A. h. hodcjsoni hut smaller. Forty average 
21*4 x 15*7 mm.: maxima 2i’8xl5*9 and 20*6x16*4 mm.; 
minima 19*1x16*0 and 19*2x15 0 mm. The nest is built on 
the ground, often in wet places, but otherwise it is like that of 
the Tree-Pipit. The breeding-season is May and June. 

Habits. Those of the species. This form, like the Tree-Pipit, 
is truly migratory and in Winter is found over a very wide area, 
a certain number of birds finding their way into Eastern and 
Southern Burma. 


(1189) Anthus nilghiriensis. 

The Nllgiiii Pipit. 

Anthus nilghiriensis Slinrpe, Cat. B. M., x, p. 550 (1885) (Nilgais). 

Anthus nilginensis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 305. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A narrow indistinct supercilium bright fulvous: 
whole upper plumage and lesser wing-coverts bright olive-fulvous, 
each feather with a broad black central streak except on the rump, 
where the streaks are brown and ill-defined and on the shorter 
tail-coverts, where they are obsolete; tail blackish-brown edged 
with olive-fulvous, the outermost pair of feathers fulvous-white 
except diagonally across the base, the next pair with fulvous tips 
to the outer webs and the terminal half of the inner web also 
fulvous; the next pair generally with a small fulvous tip; median 
and greater coverts black with broad fulvous edges, primaries and 
secondaries blackish, uith fulvous edges, very broad on the inner¬ 
most secondaries; lores dusky; sides of the head bright rufous, 
mixed with brown on the ear-coverts; whole lower plumage rich 
fulvous, more tawny on breast, throat and under tail-coverts, the 



breast and flanks with narrow black streaks; axillaries and under 
wing-coverts fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red-brown; bill blackish-brown, 
paler at the base and on the lower mandible ; legs and feet pale 
reddish-fleshy ; claws darker brown. 

Measurements. Total lengtl about 200 inru.; wing 74 to 
79 mm.; tail 65 to 69 mm.; tarsus 24 to 25 inm.; eiilmen 
11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. TSTilgiris and Palni Hills. 

Nidification. This Pipit breeds between 4,000 feet and the 
summits of the Nilgiri and Palni Hills but most often above 
6,000 feet. It breeds during April, May and June, making a 
shallow saucer-shaped nest of grass and roots, lined with fine 
grass bents and placed in a shallow depression of the ground 
under the shelter of a bush or in coarse grass. The eggs 
number two or three only and are like dull grey types of eggs of 
the Tree-Pipit; the stipplings are generally fine and numerous, 
almost obliterating the ground-colour. Thirty eggs average 
22*1x16*1 mm.: maxima 23*5x16*8 and 23*0x17*0 mm.; 
minima 19*6 X 14 9 mm. 

Habits. The Nilgiri Pipit is a resident wherever found, not 
even moving vertically with the seasons. In food, flight, voice 
etc. it is much the same as the other members of the genus but is 
not a very tame bird, keeping much to the upland grass-covered 
hills and plateaus well away from towns and villages. 


Anthus sordidus. 

Anthus sordidus Ifiipp., Neue Wirb., Aves, p. 103 (183o) (Abyssinia). 

The typical African form A. s. sordidus differs from all our 
Indian forms in its more smoky, less fulvous, tint of plumage. 


Key to Subspecies . 

A. Above general appearance dark brown, 

the broad central streaks to the feathers 

dominating.1. s. similis , p. 285. 

B. Above lighter brown, the darker centres 

not so definite or so dark . A . s, jerdoni , p. 286. 

C. Above paler grey ground, the dark centres 

to the feathers obsolete. A. s. decaptus, p. 287. 

In his k Illustrations of Indian Ornithology ’ Jerdon has figured 
and satisfactorily described the form of Anthus sordidus found 
breeding in South India under the name of Anthus similis ; and 
the fact that he confused the two forms of sordidus found in 
Northern and Southern India with one another cannot invalidate 
his name. Again, his first description, as given in the ‘Madras 
Journal of Literature and Science/ certainly agrees better with 
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the Southern than the Northern form. Oates’s name coekburnice 
must therefore be discarded. 


lhe bird Jerdon figures and his description both apply to a 
typical Nilgin bird and the fact that he says he previously 
obtained the same bird at Jalna in the Northern Deccan doe's 
not make Jalna the type-locality. There is, however, no reason 
\vhy this race should not have been found in Jalna in Winter, for 
although there is no specimen from Jalna, there are other 
specimens from Ahmadabad in the British Museum Collection. 


(HUO)Anthus sordidus similis. 

The Rufous Rock-Pipit, 

Antlms similis Jerdon, Madr. Jour. L. S., xi, p. 35 (1840) (Nihiris) 
Anthus cocHurnice. Oates (in Blanf. & Oates), ii, p. 305. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage dark brown, each feather edged 
with tulvous but the black centres dominating the general 
appearance; tail black, edged with fulvous, the outermost pair of 
rectrices with the outer web and half the inner web pale rufous, 
the next pair broadly tipped with the same ; wing-feathers dark 
brown, boldly edged with bright fulvous; an ill-defined super- 
cumin fulvous; fores iind a line through the eye dark brown : 
sides of the head mixed fulvous and brown; chin’ and throat pale 
tulvous, remaining lower plumage fulvous, the posterior flanks, 
\ent and under tail-coverts darker and rufescent; a lino of spots 
down each side of the throat and neck and central spots on the 
breast and anterior flanks blackish-brow n. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill dark brown above, paler 
and yellowish below; legs and feet fleshy-white to reddish-fieshv. 

Measurements. Length about 225 mm.; wing 86 to 96 mm- 
tail 69 to 84 mm.; tarsus 28 to 29 mm.; culnnjn 15 to 16 mm. ’ 

Young birds appear to be a deeper rufous below. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Nilgiris and Palni Hills occa¬ 
sionally wandering as far North as the Deccan, Jalna and 
Ahmadnagar in the Winter. Bourdillon also records it as 
breeding in (he higher hills of Tra van core, possibly in error. 

Nidification. The Rufous Rock-Pipit breeds in the NiWris 
above 6,000 feet during April and early May, making a nest and 
ay mg eggs quite indistinguishable from those of the preceding 
md. It. chooses, however, sites iu the wilder, more rocky parts 
rather than in the grass plateaus frequented by the Nilgiri Pipit 
and it also nearly always places its nest under a stone or rock 
Eggs taken by Howard Campbell iu April and bv Miss Cock burn 
and Betba.m in May have a pale grey or stone-coloured ground 
in some minutely speckled or spotted all over with grey-brown or 
reddish-brown, in one boldly blotched at. the larger end. The 
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eggs number one or two, rarely three. Ten eggs average 22-8 x 
17°0 mm. and vary between 21-6 x 16-0 and 24-0 x 17*5 mm. 

Habits. This Pipit is apparently a wilder, more shy bird than 
most but is not uncommon on the higher, barer parts of the 
Nih'iris. It perches on rocks rather than bushes and trees both 
when resting or when disturbed from feeding on the ground. 
Its flight is stronger and quicker than that of most Pipits but it 
is normally sedentary and its occurrence below the higher hills 
seems to be casual only. 

(1191) Antlius sordidus jerdoni. 

The Brown Rock-Pipit. 

Agrodroma jerdoni Finsch, Trans. Z. S., vii, p. 241 (1870) 
(Kotegarhj. 

Ant/ius similis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 306. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the .Rufous Rock-Pipit in being a 
paler brown above with no very definite blackish centres to the 
feathers of these parts ; below it is duller and less rufous, 
especially about the vent and under tail-coverts; the markings on 
the breast and flanks are not so well-defined. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Rufous Rock-Pipit. 

Measurements. Wing 91 fo 101 mm.; tail 70 to 86 mm.; 
tarsus 28 to 30 mm.; culmen 15 to 16 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Himalayas from Gilgit to 
Sikkim and South-West Tibet. In Winter it occurs South to 
Sind, the Bombay Presidency, rChandesh, Northern Deccan, 
Nagpur, Hazaribagh, Assam, Chin Hills and Southern Shan 
States. ' Jerdon’s records of this bird from Jalua probably refer 
partly to this bird and partly to the previous one. 

Nidification. The Brown Rock-Pipit breeds from April to 
June between 4,000 and 8.000 feet in tl>e Himalayas and at much 
lower elevations in the Salt Range ( Whistler). The nest is the 
usual rough cup of grass, lined either with finer grass or with 
grass and hair, placed under shelter of a rock or bush in open 
grass-land or more barren patches. The eggs number three 
or four and have a stone-coloured or white ground with innum¬ 
erable small 6po f s or spe ks of sienna-brown, grev-brown or 
reddish-brown all over this surface. Thirty eggs average 22-8 x 
16-6 mm.: maxima 241x17-7 and 23-6x180 mm.; minima 
210 X 16-3 and 22-3x151 mm. 

Habits. This is a Pipit both of open grass-lands, surrounded 
by forests, such as those of Murree and other parts of the 
Himalayas and of the more rocky barren parts of the Punjab. 
It is a migratory bird in the true sense of the word, leaving the 
higher hills entirely in the Cold Weather. 
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(] 192) Anthus sordidus decaptus. 

The Persian Pock-Pipit. 

Anthus sordidus decaptus Meinertz., Bull. B. 0. C. xli p 93 (19901 
(East Persia). ’ ’ 1 v ' *• 

Anthus similis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 306 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Much paler both above and below than the Brown 
Jiock-Pipit, more an ashy grey-brown above and less fulvous 
below ; the markings on the sides of the throat and on the breast 
are much fainter and paler. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 95 to 102 mm.; tail 85 to 90 mm. • 
tarsus 2i to 28 mm.; culmen about 13 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Persia, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Sind. In Win¬ 
ter apparently wandering a good deal as there are in the British 
Museum specimens collected in Deesa, Khandesh and Aimere. 
Lius term differs from A. s. captus merely in being a little smaller 
Nidification. Breeds from April to June on the Afghan and 
Ba uchistan border and is especially common round Quetta, where 
Beth am took many nests containing two to five eggs. The nest 

« t /T 1 Y' 56 ’ S ?'" S n,Jiirl .V a!ways to be placed under a bush 
01 tuft of rank weeds or grass, less often under a rock, although 
the sites selected are generally very rocky and bare with but 
scant vegetation The eggs are like others of the species and 
thirty average 23-3x16-8 mm.: maxima 25-0x17-2 and 24-9 x 
17 4 mm.; minima 2P5 x 16'4 and 21-9 x 15 2 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the other Bock -Pi pits but fre¬ 
quenting much more desert country where the heat, is much 

greater and vegetation whether wild or cultivated, scanty and 

restricted to valleys and irrigated patches. ' 




Anthus rickardi. 


Key io Subspecies „ 

A. Wing over 90 mm. 

a. Hind claw much longer than the 

hind toe ... . 

b. Hind claw very Jittle longer than hind 

toe.;. 

H. Wing under 90 nun. 

c. Lighter above and below, less spotted 

on breast. 

d. Darker above and below, more spotted 

on breast. 


A. r. rickardi, p. 288. 
A. r. godlewskUy p. 2S9. 


A. r. r it fid us, p. 290. 

A. r. malayensis , p. 292. 
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(1193) Anthus richardi richardi. 

Kichard’s Pipit. 


An+hus richardi Vieill., Nouv. Diet. d’FIist. Nat., xxvi, p. 491 
(1818) (France); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 307. 


Vernacular names. Pulla par alee, Meta ledlie (Tam.). 

Description. Upper plumage and lesser wing-coverts fulvous, 
eacli feather with a broad blackish-brown central streak, obsolete 
on the rump and upper tail-coverts ; tail dark brown, the central 
feathers broadly, and the next three pairs narrowly, edged with 
fulvous, outermost pair white, more or less tinged with fulvous, 
the base and most of the edge of the inner web brown ; the 
next pair brown, the outer web fulvous-white on the terminal 
hnlf and the inner web tipped with white ; wings dark brown, 
the coverts and secondaries broadly, and the primaries narrowly. 



r 

edged with fulvous; supercilium fulvous; ear-coverts rufous- 
fulvous; a line under the ear-coverts and a second down the 
sides of the throat brown ; lower plumage pale fulvous, richer on 
the breast and with brown streaks on the breast and anterior 
flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill hornv-brown, paler and 
yellowish at the base and on the lower mandible; legs pale 
fleshy to reddi>h-fleshy, the claws brown. 

Measurements. Wing 90 to 99 mm.; tail 72 to 78 mm.; 
tarsus 31 to 33 mm.; culmen 14 to 16 mm.; hind claw 13 
to 21 mm. 

In abraded plumage the whole upper plumage becomes darker 
and the streaks less conspicuous. 

Young birds have the feathers of the upper parts edged with 
buffy-white and the black streaks on the throat, lore-neck and 
breast much wider and more numerous. 

Distribution. Breeding in Siberia from the Yenesei to the 
Lena; Altai, Tian-Schan to Kansu. In Winter South to China,. 
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the Indo-Chinese countries, Burma and India. In the latter 
country it is common all down the East Coast to Ceylon, West 
it has been found as far as the JSutlej Valley but has not been 
recorded from the Bombay Presidency or farther South on the 
West Coast. 

NidifLcation. Very much the same as with the Tree-Pipits, 
but the nest is said to be very flimsy, placed on the ground as 
usual, often in swampy places near rivers and marshes but at 
other times in bush-covered plains and even, it is said by Dresser, 
in the outskirts of woods. The eggs are typical Pipits 1 eggs, 
generally rather dull and of the freckled type but occasionally with 
a pink or yellowish ground and rather more distinctly spotted. 
Thirty eggs (24, Jourclain etc.) average 21 5 x 16*4 mm.: maxims 
23 0 x 17*2 mm.; minima 20*0 x 16*5 and 20*8 x 15*4 mm. 

The breeding-season lasts from late May to the end of June 
or early July. 

Habits. This is a Pipit of the busli-covered and open plains of 
Siberia, feeding and roosting on the ground but sometimes 
perching on bushes and low trees. Its call-note is syllabitied by 
Dresser as “ tsi ” and it has a feeble song which it utters in the air. 
In India on migration though it keeps by preference to open 
country it occurs in quite small openings in heavy forests as well 
as in serai-cultivated country and low jungle. 


(1194) Anthus richardi godlewskii*. 

Blyth’s Pipit. 

Agrodroma godlewskii Taczanowski, Bull. Soc. Zool. France, 1876 r 
p. 128 (South Dauria). 

Anthus strialatus Biyth, J. A.S. B., xvi, p. 435 (1847) (Darjiling); 
Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 308. 

Vernacular names. Pulla puralci (Tam.). 

Description. I can find no character in which A. r. godlewskii 
differs from A. r . richardi except in having a shorter hind claw 
but even in this respect many birds are intermediate and can 
be assigned to either form. It is possible that a full series of 
breeding birds will prove that the two forms are one and the 
same. 

Taking a selected series of birds with long hind claws and a 
second series with definite short hind claws they agree in all 
other respects. The supposed differences in length of wing 
and culmen do not exist and there is an equal degree of variation 
in the amount of white on the outer tail-feathers. 


* The name striolaius cannot be used, as it was quoted by Grav as a 
synonym of I'ufescens (Cat. B. Nepal, p. 77, 1846). Hodgson's name fhermo - 
philus is a nomen nudum and the next name available is Agrodroma godlewskii 
of Taczanowski. 
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Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the preceding 
bird but typically having a hind claw seldom exceeding the hind 
toe in length. ‘Wing 88 to 97 mm.; culmen 12 to 15 mm.; 
hind claw 10 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Assam, Shan States and possibly in 
other parts of the Himalayas. Probably breeding from Central 
Asia to Mongolia. In Winter to every part of the Empire, 
South to Ceylon and to Tenasserira. 

Nidification. Blyth’s Pipit breeds in some numbers in the 
Khasia Hills at about 6,000 feet but it is extremely local, yearly 
affecting one or two special open grass ridges and never any 
other of the many wide open spaces similar in character to those 
selected. The breeding-season is from the middle of May to the 
end of June and the nest is a small saucer or pad, sometimes 
more bulky, of fine grass lined with finer grass, either alone or 
mixed with hair. It is placed on the ground, well concealed 
under boulders, stones, bushes or tufts of rank grass. In some 
cases the grass at the sides and back of the nest is turned np so 
as to make the nest semi-domed, a feature very unusual in Pipits’ 
nests. The eggs number three or four, very seldom five, and are 
quite typical Pipits’ eggs but they are more distinctly spotted than 
some and are almost invariably of the type with a white ground 
and grey-brown spots. Sixty eggs average 210 X 16*1 nun.: 
maxima 22*4 x 16*1 and 21 # 2 x 17*5 mm.; miraima 18*0 x 15*1 mm. 

Habits. During the breeding-season the male soars in the air, 
littering a feeble but rather pleasant little song and it also 
displays by rising some thirty feet or so in the air and then 
fluttering slowly to the ground with quivering wings and its 
plumage fluffed out as much as possible. While thus engaged it 
continually utters its song and sometimes continues this on the 
ground. It appears to keep entirely to the protected sides of 
the high ridges when breeding and though it may he found near 
pine-forests, I have never seen them inside them. In the Winter 
it spreads all over the more open country, wet and dry alike. 
They leave the Khasia Hills in August, a few late-brooded birds 
alone remaining until September ; on the other hand, many 
birds were back in their breeding haunts in March. 


(1195) Anthus richardi rufulus. 

Tub Indian Phut. 

Antkm mfulus Vieill., Nouv. Diet. d’Hist. Nut., xx\vi,p. 4.94 (^1818) 
(Bengal); Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 308. 

Vernacular names. Rugel , Ohar chart (Hind.): Gurapa-mqdi - 
pitta (Tel.); Meta Icnlie (Tam.). 

Description. An exact miniature of A . /*. richardi , differing 
onlv in size. It has, however, a proportionately larger bill and 
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always a comparatively short hind claw measuring between 9-5 
and 12 mm. ° 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 76 to 86 mm.; tail 57 to 65 ram. ; 
tarsus 25 lo 26 mm .; culrnen 12 to 14 mm. 

Young birds are much more richly coloured below than adults 
and have the pale edges to the feathers of the upper parts more 
whitish and conspicuous; the spotting on the breast is also 
more protuse and the spots larger. 

Distribution. The whole of India and Ceylon and all Burma 
iis hir South as, but not including, Teuasseriiu. 

Nidification. The Indian Pipit breeds practically all over India 
and Burma from Ceylon to about 6,000 feet in the Himalayas 
and from Sind on the West to Karen n i on the East. In the 
^ lls ifc cloes not breed over 5,000 feet and seldom over 
4,500. Over the greater part of its range Mav, June and July 
lire the normal breeding months but in Cevlou Messrs. Wait and 
U.ilhps have taken eggs in every mouth from March to October. 
In many cases the birds have two broods and in some three. The 
nest is the usual shallow cup of grass, roots etc. lined with liner 
grass or grass and roots and sometimes with a little dry moss 
bracken or other material mixed in the base of the nest It is 
always placed on the ground and generally well concealed by grass 
scrub or fern. When in more exposed positions the nest is some¬ 
times domed or semi-domed, the long grass at the back and sides 
being produced over the top. The number of eggs is. most often 
three, four are commonly laid, five very exceptionally. The eround- 
colom; >s white tinged with yellowish- or greyish-stone, less often 
with bull, reddish or green. The primary markings consist of 
irregular spots and blotches of brown, fairly numerous everv where 
but often most so at the larger end. The secondary markings are 
of lavender and pale purple and are less numerous.' One hundred 
eggs average 20-2x15-4 mm.: maxima 21-8x151 and 19-l)x 
16-4 ram.; minima 131 x 15-4 and 18-9 X 149 mm. 

Habits. The Indian Pipit is resident wherever found and is 
one of the most common of Indian birds not actually frequenting 
buildings and villages. It is, of course, essentially a bird of 
the open country, vyhether cultivated, grassy or barren, but it is 
not plentiful m the barest countries and prefers such as have crops 
green grass or even those which are wet. and marshy. It makes 
constant little soaring flights iuto the air, singing a pleasant 
httle song as it does so, but it never soars in a spiral and then 
hovers like the Sky-Lark. During the breeding-season the cork- 
bird often alights on bushes or high grass but in Winter keeps 
almost exclusively to the ground. It feeds principally on small 
insects but consumes larger coleoptera, tiny snails, worms etc and 
when feeding on mosquitoes or termites, sometimes pursues these 
into the air. 
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(1196) Anthus richardi malayensis. 

The Malay Pipit. 

Anthus malayensis Eyton, P. Z. S., 1839, p. 104 (Malacca). 
Anthus rufulus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 308 (part). 



Vernacular names. Nok-ci-chap fon hung yao (Siam). 

Description. Similar to A. r. rufulus but darker both above 
and below. On the upper plumage the dark centres of the 
feathers are blacker, contrast more with the edges and give a 
more boldly-streaked appearance; below the plumage is a deeper 
fulvous and the breast is rather more boldly streaked with black. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 84 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Siam and Tenasserim South to Lombok 
and Timor. Birds of Southern Burma, North of Tenasserim ta 
Pegu are darker than Indian specimens but are, perhaps, nearer 
these than to the Malaccan race. In Siam birds from Bangkok 
and Southwards are nearest malayensis. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding bird. Herbert 
(Journal Nat. Hist. Soc. Siam) says that the favourite site for the 
nest is in paddv-fields before the rains start and that the nests 
vary from a few scraps of grass in a natural hollow to a compact 
well-made nest with raised sides and practically domed. The 
breeding-season is from April to the end of July. The eggs, 
three in number, occasionally four, are not distinguishable from 
those of the Indian Pipit. One hundred eggs average 21 -lx 
15*3 mm.: maxima 219x16*0 and 19*6x161 mm.; minima 
18*4x15 0 and 20*0x14*5 mm.-*' 

Habits. Similar to those of the Indian Pipit. 


Anthus campestris. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Darker, more washed with buff ; culmen 

14 mm. or over... A. c. campestris , p. 292. 

B. Paler, more grey above; culmen 12 to 

13 ram. A - c - ymoMs, p. 298. 


(1197) Anthus campestris campestris. 

The Tawny Pipit. 

Alauda campestris Linn., Syst. Nat., lOili ed» i, p. 166 (1758)- 
(Sweden); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 309 (part). 

Vernacular names. Chillu (Hind.). 

Description. Above brown, each feather margined with sandy- 
buff or ochraceous-buff, the rump and upper tail-coverts sandy- 
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brown; tail blackish-brown, the central tail-leathers broadly 
edged with pale ochraceous ; outermost pair white on the outer 
web and with an oblique white terminal half to the inner web, 
penultimate pair similar but with only a white tip to the inner 
web; wing-feathers dark brown, edged with sandy-buff; an 
indistinct superciiium sandy-buff; lores dusky ; ear-coverts pale 
dandy, tipped brown ; a line under the ear-coverts and another 
on either side of the throat dark brown ; lower plumage sandy- 
fulvous, darker oil the breast and nearly always showing a few 
dark striae. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark horny-brown 
above, paler and yellowish below ; legs and feet yellowish-fleshy. 

Measurements. Wing 82 to 92 mm.; tail 65 to 72 mm.; 
tarsus 25 to 27 mm.; culmen 14 to 16 mm. 

Young birds are darker and have well-detined streaks on the 
breast and anterior flanks. 

Distribution. Breeding in Europe from South of Sweden to the 
Mediterranean countries, North-West Africa, Asia Minor and 
West Siberia. In Winter South to the greater part of India. 

Nidification. Breeds from May to early July, making a typical, 
but unusually bulky, Pipit’s nest of grass lined with finer grass or 
hair. The eggs number four or five and are typical of the 
genus. The ground-colour is reddish, yellowish or greenish-white 
generally densely speckled and spotted all over with varying 
shades of reddish-brown with secondary marks of lavender and 
pale purple. Jourdain gives the measurements of 137 eggs, 
average 21-9 x 15*7 mm.; maxima 23*8 X 16*6 and 22*5x17*1 mm.; 
minima 19 0x15*0 and 20*0x14*6 mm. 

The breeding-season is May and June, second clutches being 
sometimes laid in July. 

Habits. Those of the genus. It is found more often in open 
rather barren country rather than well-cultivated, heavily-grassed 
tracts, though it does occur in these also and sometimes frequents 
and breeds in standing crops. 


(1198) Anthus campestris griseus. 

The Eastern Tawny Pipit. 

Anthus campestris griseus Nicoll, Ball. B. 0. C., xli, p. 25 (1923) 
(Turkestan). 

Agrodroma campestris minor Blasius, Natur. Vbg. Mitteleurop., iii, 
p. 74 (1900). 

Anthus campestris. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 309 (part). 

i 

Vernacular names. Chillu (Hind.), 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird but paler, rather 
more grey and less ochreous above and with a smaller bill. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Tawny Pipit. 
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Measurements. Wing 81 to 88 mm.; tail 63 to 69 mm.; 
tarsus 25 to 20 mm.; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in Turkestan, Persia and Central Asia- 
Found in Winter South to Egypt and the greater part of India 
from Sind and the North-West, East to Western Bengal and 
South to the Deccan, Central Provinces and the South of the 
Bombay Presidency. 

Nidification and Habits. I can find nothing recorded. 


(1199) Antlius cervinus. 

The Red-throated Pipit. 

Motacilla cervina Pall., Zoog. Rosso-As., i, p. 511 (1827) (Siberia). 

Anthus cervinus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 310. 

Vernacular names. Led c/ula chillu (Hind.). 

Description. Whole upper plumage black, each feather edged 
with olive-fulvous or pale olive-rufous, the black hardly showing 
at all on the nape; tail black, the feathers edged with fulvous ; 
the outermost pair of feathers white, with a broad brown edge to 
the basal two-thirds of the inner webs ; the penultimate pair 
with a V-shaped white tip; wing-feathers brown edged with pale 
fulvous; a broad supercilium, sides of head, chin, throat and 
breast cinnamon-red ; remainder of lower plumage fulvous, t inged 
with pink and boldly streaked with black on the lower breast and 
Hanks; under wing-coverts and axillaries buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill dark horny-brown above,, 
yellowish below; legs and feet fleshy-white to fleshy-yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 89 mm.; tail 57 to 63 mm.; tarsus 
21 to 22 mm. ; culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

Young birds have no red on the head, throat or breast. These 
parts are pale yellowish-buff, immaculate on the centre of chin, 
throat and fore-neck, heavily streaked with black on the sides 
and across the whole breast. 

The red of the head and throat is acquired by degrees and 
probably not completely until the third year. 

Distribution. Breeding in North Europe and North Asia to 
Kamschatka. Found in Winter South to North Africa, Gilgifc, 
Kashmir, Sikkim to Assam, the whole of Burma, the Indo-Chinese 
countries, South China and the Malayan Islands. In North- 
West India Ticehurst records it as fairly common in Sind. 

Nidification. The Red-throated Pipit breeds during June and 
July, making the usual Pipit’s nest of grass and roots lined with 
finer bents and sometimes with hair. It is placed on the ground 
in tussocks of long grass and weeds and is almost invariably well 
concealed. Marshy ground is selected for breeding purposes, 
often overgrown with willow-scrub and dwarf-birch. The eggs 
number four to six and are, as a series, the darkest of all the 
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Pipits eggs, the most common type having a reddish-white ground 
almost obliterated by reddish or blackish-red spots. The eggs, 
however, vary greatly and almost as. great a variety can be 
obtained as in those of the Common Tree-Pipit. 

One hundred eggs ( Jourdain) average 19*2 x 14*2 mm.: maxima 
21*0 x 14*3 and 18*1 x 15*1 mm.; minima 17*1 X 13-9 and 18*0 x 
13*4 mm. 

Habits. Very similar to those of the Tree-Pipit. The first 
few birds arrive in India in September, the majority in October, 
leaving again in April. They keep much to damp or even wet 
ground, resorting to the edges of ponds, lakes and swamps or 
the coolness of thick green crops. 


(1200) Anthus roseatus. 

Hodgson’s Pipit. 

Anthus roseatus Ilodgs., Blyth, J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 437 (1847) 
(Nepal). 

Anthus rosaccus . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 311. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage black, each feather edged 
with olive-brown; wings dark brown edged with olive-buff, nar¬ 
rowly on the primaries, broadly so elsewhere; tail dark brown 
edged with olive: the outermost pair of feathers white on the 
outer web and diagonally dull white on the terminal half of the 
inner web; the next pair of feathers whitish at the tip; lores and 
ear-coverts dusky, the latter streaked with yellowish ; a broad 
supercilium vinous-pink but generally buff posteriorly; chin, 
throat and breast pale vinous-pink, the sides of the breast and 
sometimes the centre of the lower breast-streaked with black; 
remainder of lower plumage pale fulvous, boldly streaked on the 
flanks with black; axillaries and under wing-coverts yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill horny-black above, 
fleshy-brown at the base and fleshy-yellow below; legs and feet 
fleshy-brown, claws darker. 

Measurements. Total length about 165 mm.; wing 82 to 
94 mm.; tail 62 to 69 mm.; tarsus 23 to 24 mm.; culmen 11 to 
12 mm. 

In abraded plumage in Summer the pale fringes of the upper 
plumage are worn away and the olive tint is lost. In this state 
the general appearance is very dark and the olive tinge is replaced 
by grey, or by fulvous on the rump and upper tail-coverts. 

Young birds have no vinous colour anywhere, the broad super¬ 
cilium is fulvous or fulvous-buif and the lower parts are much 
more heavily streaked with black, the streaks extending to the 
whole of the breast and forming a line on either side of the 
immaculate throat and fore-neck. 
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Distribution. Breeding from Afghanistan and Turkestan, 
throughout the Himalayas to Kansu, Eastern Tibet, Yunnan and 
the Northern Shan States. In Winter it is found in the plains 
of Northern India and Assam and in Northern Burma to Arakan. 

Nidification. Hodgson’s Pipit breeds in great numbers in 
Garhwal and in smaller numbers, though still commonly, through¬ 
out Kashmir, Ladakh and Tibet as far as the Central East and 
South and from this more sparingly to Yunnan and Western 
China. The nest is a typical Pipit’s, perhaps more stoutly built 
than most and in some cases also the grass nest has a good deal 
of bracken, leaves etc. worked into the base and external walls. 
Occasionally it builds a domed or semi-domed nest. The usual 
site is in among tufts of grass in a hollow between the roots but 
a hollow under a stone often serves instead. The eggs number 
three or lour, very rarely five, and are like other Pipits’ eggs but, 
as a rule, are dark eggs and of the finely stippled or speckled 
character, a minority only being of the paler better-blotched type. 
One hundred eggs average 22*0x15*6 mm.: maxima 24*lxi5*8 
and 21*3x16*4 mm.; minima 19*5x14*6 and 20*7xl4 , 4 mm. 
They breed principally in June and July between 8,000 and 
15,000 Feet, few birds nesting below 10,000 feet. 

Habits. Those of the genus. Keeps almost entirely to grass- 
covered plateaus and sloping hillsides at the higher elevations and 
is sometimes found quite close to forest. It is not a very shy 
bird and does not shun observation. 


Anthus spinoletta. 

Alauda spinoletta Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 166 (1768). 
Type-locality : Italy, 

The typical form differs from A. a. coutelli and A. s. blakistord 
in being darker, and from A . s. japonicus in being paler, in general 
tint as well as in other minor differences. 


Key to Subspecies . 

A. Paler. 

a. Edges to feathers of upper plumage more 

reddish; underparts creamy, breast 
finely streaked . 

b. Edges to feathers of upper parts less red¬ 

dish ; underparts more rosy, practically 
unstreaked . 

B. Darker . . 


A. s. coutelli , p. 297. 

[p. 298. 

A, s. blakistoni , 

A . s. japonicus, p. 299. 
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(1201) Anthus spinoletta coutelli. 

The Egyptian Water-Pipit. 

Anthus coutelli Savigny, Descr. Egypt, xxxiii, p. 360 (1828) 

, (Egypt). 

Anthus spinoletta . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 312 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper parts ash} 7 '-brown with a distinct 
rufous tinge, each leather with a broad, dark brown central 
streak; wings dark brown, the coverts broadly edged and tipped 
uith pale fulvous, the primaries narrowly, and the inner secon¬ 
daries broadly, edged with the same; lores and an indistinct line 
under the ear-coverts pale brown; sides of head and neck, a 
broad superciliuin and whole lower plumage buff y-p ink or vinous, 
the throat and chin generally palest. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill, legs and feet dark 
brown to black. 

Measurements, total length about 165 mm.; wing 85 to 
9b mm ; tail 66 to 72 mm.; tarsus 22 to 23 mm.; culmen about 
11 to 12 mm. 

Young birds have no vinous or pinkish tinge on the ead or 
body; superciliuin and lower surface are pale buff, generally 
deepei on the breast, streaked on the breast and Hanks with dark 
brown, larger and more prominent in some specimens than in 
others. 

Distribution. Breeding-ground unknown, possibly Asia Minor, 
lersia, Afghanistan and Baluchistan. They winter in Egypt! 
Palestine, Mesopotamia, Arabia and in India. The great majority 
of the birds iu the British Museum attributed to this form 
seem to be the greyer A. s. blalcistoni but one specimen from 
Quetta and another from Burma are quite as rufous above as 
are \l inter birds from Egypt and therefore must belong to this 
race. Many other specimens from the North-West Frontier and 
from as far East as Delhi are intermediate forms of immature 
birds and quite indeterminable. One specimen obtained by Keen 
at Kohat is as dark as any European bird but his note on the 
data ticket, “ Common in flocks ,'’ ’ would seem to show that it is 
merely an individual aberration. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Very little recorded but almost certainly similar to 
those of other Water-Pipits. 


i 


I 


298 M.OTAOI LLIDiE. 

(1202) Anthus spinoletta blakistoni. 

The Chinese Water-Pipit. 

Anthus blakistoni Swinh., P. Z. S., 1863, p. 90 (Yangstse, 140 m- 
inland). 

Anthus spinoletta. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 312 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. The Winter plumage is much greyer and much less 
rufous in the general tint of its plumage than that of the pre¬ 
ceding bird; the head especially, at all times, seems more con¬ 
sistently grey and less striped. I can see no other difference 
beyond its smaller average size. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Egyptian Water-Pipit. 
Measurements. Wing 82 to 91 mm.. 

Distribution. Breeding in Central Asia to East Tibet and N. W. 
China, Altai, Turkestan, Tian-Schan and Nan-Schan. They winter 
South to North-West India, Gilgit, Kashmir and China. 

Occasionally birds occur in China as red above and as large as 
any Egyptian birds. These must either be attributed to coutelli 
or show that the alleged differences between the two forms are 
merely individual and not geographical. More actual breeding 
material is necessary to decide this. 

In India it extends South to Delhi, Umballa, Bihar and the- 
plains of Assam. Breeding birds from Tibet were identified by 
Dresser as belonging to this race. 

Nidification. Nests and eggs of a Water-Pipit have been fre¬ 
quently sent to me from Tibet which are almost assuredly of this 
race, although the very fragmentary remains of skins sent with 
them are hardly more than enough to show that they are Water- 
Pipits of some kind. The nests—cups of grass, roots, bents and 
weed-stems, lined with hair—are placed in among the roots of 
grass and weeds on the ground and generally near the little 
irrigation canals. The eggs, four or five in number, have a grey- 
white ground, profusely speckled all over with freckles of greyish- 
brown, reddish-brown or purple-brown. The average of thirty 
eggs is 21 -7X 15*4 mm.: maxima 23*4 X 15*1 and 20*6 X 16*3 mm.; 
minima 20*2x15*3 and 21*1x14-9 mm. 

The breeding-season seems very long, as I have eggs taken iu 
Tibet from the 27th April to the 2nd August. 

Habits. This is a Pipit of the higher mountain plateaus, which 
are more or less treeless, grassy wastes; at the same time they 
seem to prefer the vicinity of water. It is said in its general 
habits to closely resemble the Common Meadow-Pipit. In India 
during the Winter it keeps much to swampy ground and to the 
margins of lakes, rivers and canals. 
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(1203) Anthus spinoletta japonicus. 

The Japanese Wateb-Pipit. 

Anthus pratensis japonicus Temm. & Sclilegel, Faun. Jap., p. 59 
(1847) (Japan). 

Anthus japonicus. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 312. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A. much darker bird at all seasons than any of the 
other races ; the upper ])arts have quite dark olive-brown edges to 
the feathers and below the warm vinous-buft’ breast and flanks 
are boldly spotted and streaked with blackish. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 79 to 95 mm. 

Young birds are much darker than those of the other races and 
much more profusely marked with blackish-brown below. 

Distribution. Breeding in Kamschatka, Amur, E. Siberia and 
Kurile Is. They winter in South China, the Indo-Chinese 
countries, Burma and as a straggler only in Northern India. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. Oates identified two birds 
trapped on their nests on Mt. Victoria, Chin Hills, 7,000 feet, as 
being of this race. The skins cannot be traced, so it is impossible 
to confirm their identification. 

Habits. Those of the genus. It seems to be merely a casual 
Cold Weather visitor to India, single specimens having been 
obtained in Darjeeling, Nepal, Uinbala, Multan and Karachi. In 
Burma it is less uncommon in Winter and Harington found it 
common in the Shan States and Bhamo District. 

Genus OREOCORYS. 

Oreocorys Sharpe, Cat. Birds B. M., x, p. 622 (1885). 

Type, Oreocorys sylvdnus Hodgs. 

The genus Oreocorys contains a single species distinguished from 
all other Pipits by t he rather attenuated, very pointed tail-feathers, 
which retain, however* the true Pipit white tail-pattern on the 
outer feathers. The second to the fifth primaries are notched on 
the outer webs. 


(1204) Oreocorys sylvanus. 

The Upland Pipit. 

Heterura sylvana llodgs., Blytli, J. A. S. B., xiv, p. 556 (1845) 
(Nepal). 

Oreocorys sylvanus . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 313. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage rich rufqus-buff, the centres 
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of the feathers black and the extreme edges greyish-fulvous ; the 
black centres to the feathers of the rump are concealed; two-thirds 
of the outermost tail-feathers diagonally smoky-white, the white 
decreasing in extent on each succeeding pair and absent in the 
two central pairs ; wings like the back but the greater and median 
coverts edged with a more golden-rufous; lores dusky; a small 
supercilium and sides of the head fulvous, the latter streaked 
with black : chin and throat fulvous-white spotted on either side 
with black; lower surface fulvous, darkest on the breast and 
flanks, where they are heavily streaked with blackish, and palest 
on the abdomen ; axillaries buff; under wing-coverts and edge of 
shoulder of wing yellow. 



Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill above horny-black, 
below pale reddish-horny or reddish-fleshy; legs and feet pale to 
dark fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm.; wing 74 to 
83 mm.; tail 65 to 73 mm.; tarsus 23 to 24 mm.; culmen 13 to 
14 mm. 

In Summer the edges of the feathers become abraded and the 
tint above darker and still more rufous. 

Young birds appear to be more rufous above and to be striped 
over the whole lower surface, including the abdomen. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from Kashmir and the Afghan 
Frontier to Nepal. A young bird obtained in Etawah is the only 
record from the Plains. Obtained also by Eorrest in Yunnan on 
the Liehiang Range, 10,000 feet, in July. 
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Nidification. The Upland Pipit breeds from 4,000 or, more 
commonly, 5,000 up to 10,u00 feet wherever found. It makes a 
typical Pipit’s nest of grass, generally very loosely put together, 
which it places on the ground, well concealed by grass or weeds 
and, almost invariably, on an open grass-covered hillside. The 
eggs, which number three to five, have the ground-colour ranging 
from pure white to pale grey or yellowish-stone, while the 
markings consist of fairly well-defined spots and tiny blotches of 
various shades—grey-brown, reddish-brown or purple-brown, 
either scattered equally all over the egg or rather more numerous 
at the larger end. The secondary markings are of lavender and 
pale grey. Thirty eggs average 22-6x17*5 mm.: maxima 24*0x 
17*8 and 22-3x18*2 mm.; minima 21-4x17*9 and 22-5x17*0 mm. 
A clutch of very small eggs taken by Jones in Simla measure only 
20*2 X 15*5 mm. The breeding-season is from late May to August, 
many birds having a second brood. 

Habits. The Upland Pipit is a resident bird throughout its 
area and does not migrate to the Plains in Winter. It keeps 
almost exclusively all the year round to the grass-covered sloping 
hillsides between 4,000 anti 10,000 feet and it seems to prefer 
those which are scantily clad with vegetation. In food, song^ 
flight, etc. it is a true Pipit. It has the usual habit of ascending 
fluttering into the air and after a short flight descending to the 
ground again with outspread wings. When displaying it fluffs 
out all its feathers during their short flight arid utters a succession 
of sharp, whistling notes followed by a “chuck-chuck,” evidently 
considered a song. 
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Fig. f>2 . — Maude a. dulcivo.v. 



Family ALAUDID/E. 

In this family the hinder part of the tarsi is transversely 
scutellated, a character which separates it from all the other 
Passerine families. The bill has the edges of both mandibles 
smooth with a nolch in the upper. The wing has either nine or 
ten primaries, the tail has twelve feathers; the plumage of the 
nestling is spotted below and barred above; the sexes are alike or 
nearly so ; the head is usually crested and the hind claw gener¬ 
ally long and rather straight; there is but one full moult, which 
takes place in the Autumn. 

In their general superficial appearance the Larks are very like 
the birds of the genus Anthns in the preceding family, the 
Motacillidce. 


/ 
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Hg. 63. Foot of Altsmon a. dorice , to show scutellations 
on hinder part of tarsus. 


Key to Genera . 


A. Win£ with nine primaries, the first 
reaching: to about the tip of wing. 

a. A tuft of feathers springing from each 

side of the crown . 

b. No tuft of feathers. 

a'. Inner secondaries reaching to tip of 

wing. 

b'. Inner secondaries falling consider¬ 
ably short of tip of wing . 

13. Ten primaries, the first always very 
small. * J 

c. First primary exceeding primary cov¬ 

erts in length. 

c\ Bill as long as head . 

d’. Bill much shorter than head. 
a". Nostrils not covered by plumelets. 
b". Nostrils quite concealed by plume¬ 
lets . 

d. First primary not exceeding primary 

coverts. 

e'. Crest absent, or short and covering 
whole crown. 

c". Hind claw loug and straight. 
a 3 . Wings long, reaching almost to 
tip of tail; inner secondaries 
falling short of tip of wing by 
more than length of tarsus .. 
b 3 . Wings shorter, falling decidedly 
short of tip of tail; inner 
secondaries falling short of tip 
of wing by less than length of 

tarsus . 

d". Hind claw short and more 

curved . 

/'. A crest formed of a few long 
feathers springing from centre of 
crown .. . . 


Otocoris, p. 306. 

Calandrella, p. 323. 
Alaudula, p. 329. 


Aljemon, p. 304. 
Mirafra, p. 333. 
Ammomanes, p. 349. 


Mklanocouypha, p. 311. 


Alauda, p. 314. 
Pyrrhulauda, p. 353. 

Cai.eiuda, p* 312. 
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Genas ALiEMON. 

Alcemon Keys. u. Bias., Wirb. Eur., p. xxxvi (1840). 

Type, Alcemon alaudipes Desf. 

The genus Alcemon contains one Indian Lark of large size and 
distinguished by its long and slender bill, which is slightly curved 
in its terminal halt*; the nostrils are fully exposed; the wing is 
long and has ten primaries, the third, or third and fourth, 
longest and the first short just exceeding the primary coverts ; 
the tarsi are long and stout, the toes short and the claws are 
short, curved and blunt; the sexes are alike; “ the tongue 
in this genus is bifid at the tip” ( Ticehurst ). 

Alsemon alaudipes. 

Upupa alaudipes Desf., Mem. Acad., 1787, p. 504. 

Type-locality : Abyssinia. 

The typical form of Desert-Lark differs from our Indian form 
in being much more sandy above and in being less spotted below. 
There are a considerable number of races, ranging from the Cape 
Verde Islands to West Central Asia. 



Fig. 04.—Head of A. a. dories. 


The name Saxivola ? pallida of Blyth (J. A. S. B., xvi, p. 130, 
1847) is preoccupied by the name Sctxicolapallida of Cretzschmar 
(==('Enanthe monacha ) (Riipp., Atlas, pi. xxxiv, 1826, 5) and 
cannot therefore be used for this Lark. The next name applicable 
is Salvadori’s name dorice given in 1867 to a bird from Persia. 

(1205) Alaemon alaudipes dorise. 

The Persian Desert-Lark:. 

Certhilauda dories Salvad., Atti R. Accad. Torino, iii, p. 292 (1867) 
(Persia). 

Alcemon desertorum. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 318. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage isabelline grey, more grey on the 
head and neck, more sandy on the back; longer tail-coverts 
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with dark shafts; central tail-leathers sandy-brown with darker 
centres, black shafts and pale fulvous edges ; outer tail-feathers 
black edged with fulvous, the outermost wiih a broad white edge 
to the outer web ; wing-coverts brown, edged with sandy-fulvous,, 
the greater coverbs tipped white; the first few primaries dark 
brown, all but the first, or first and second, with white bases; 
inner primaries and outer secondaries white, with a broad patch 
of dark brown on the centre of the outer webs; inner secondaries 
like the back with darker centres and dark brown shafts; a short 
superciliurn and round the eye white; a line through the eye 
dark brown ; cheeks and ear-coverts fulvous, with a blackish patch 
at the base of the latter ; lower parts dull white, tinged more 
strongly with fulvous on the breast and flanks; the throat, 
fore-neck and breast boldly spotted with dark brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill horny greenish-grey, 
pale plumbeous or pale brown above, paler aud more fleshy below; 
legs and feet china-white, claws greenish. 

Measurements Wing 129 to 137 mm.; tail 83 to 
99 mm.; tarsus 34 to 37 mm. ; culmen 27 to 29 mm. 

The female is much smaller; wing 116 to 119 mm.; culmen 
about 24 mm. 

In Summer the plumage becomes very abraded and the spots 
below are much more prominent. 

Young birds have no spots on the breast and the upper parts 
are barred with blackish-brown and with pale edges to each 
feather ; wings and tail as in the adult. 

Nestling in down pure white. 

Distribution. Cutch, Sind, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Meso¬ 
potamia and Persia. 

Nidificatiou. This fine Lark breeds in the deserts of Sind and 
also on the bare rocky uplands of Afghanistan to Persia. So 
little has been recorded about its breeding that I quote in full 
a letter from Mr. T. B. Bell in which he gives a most interesting 
account. “ They are not rare about Karachi but are scattered 
over a vast extent of ground. They breed in the desert where 
there are no trees and little vegetation beyond stunted tamarisk 
and Sueda bushes with scattered tufts of withered grass. Here, 
if the male is watched for, the nest will soon be found ns he 
displays constantly in the breeding-season and, within a very little 
distance of where he alights after his display, the nest will be 
found. Nor, when once one knows what to look for, is it in 
the least difficult to find. Scattered about over the plains and 
sand-hills are numerous little hillocks, each crowned bv a scrubby 
bush or two, the basal half buried in the sand and the flat top 
mixed with wind-blown debris. Here the Desert-Lark builds his 
large untidy nest of grass, leaves and soft twigs on a basis of 
larger twigs, roots and drift. The lining is of finer grass, roots 
and twigs mixed with a few feathers. The nest is generally placed 
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on the shady side of the bush hut sometimes right in the middle 
on the top where there is no shade at all. The bird has no real 
song but before rising 1 on his aerial display utters two loud 
whistling notes, then three others in a lower key and finally as he 
flutters up into the air and descends again with wide-spread wings 
he utters a continuous little tee-tee-tee, starting on the highest 
note and then continuing in a descending scale. Occasionally he 
utters this little attempt at a song when perched on a bush.” 
The eggs are two or three in number. The ground-colour is 
either pure white or, exceptionally, creamy or pale buff, with 
sparse scattered primary blotches, spots or specks of reddish- 
brown with secondary marks of hi vender and grey. Generally 
the markings are more numerous at the larger end, where they 
may form a rough ring. In shape the eggs are long, rather 
pointed ovals and twenty-five average 23*7 x 17*2 mm. : maxima 
25*9 x 17*6 and 25*6 x 18*3 mm.; minima 22*0 X 16*7 mm. They 
breed in May and June but Col. Buchanan took a nest with two 
eggs on the Afghan Frontier on the 26th April whilst in Meso¬ 
potamia they breed in March. 

Habits. This Lark is a bird of deserts and stony wastes where 
they spend practically their who’e time on tho ground, running 
about with wonderful speed but flying comparatively indifferently. 
They feed on beetles, beetle larvae, insects and seeds and twice 
Ticehurst found pearls in their stomachs. These birds had been 
feeding on the Ghizera creek, once the site of a pearl-fishing 
centre and the pearls had possibly been picked up wiih gravel to 
assist digestion. It is a resident bird wherever it is found. The 
young are said to leave the nest and run about with their parents 
before they can fly. 


Genus 0T0C0RIS. 

Otocoris Bonaparte, Nuovi Ann. Sci. Nat. Bologna,ii, p. 407 (1838). 

Type, Otocoris alpestris Linn. 

The Horned Larks are distinguished from all other genera of 
the Alaudidce by possessing horns composed of a few lengthened 
feathers on either side of the crown in both sexes. The bill is of 
medium length, rather stout and the nostrils are densely covered 
by plumes ; the wing has only nine primaries of which the first 
three are subequal, the second generally being a fraction the 
longest; the tarsus is strong but not very long and the hind 
claw is nearly straight, pointed and about as long as the hind toe 
or a little 1 longer ; the sexes differ in colour. 

Although there is only one full moult, abrasion of the feathers 
make^ a considerable difference between the Summer and Winter 
plumage. 
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Key to Species. 

A. Black of the sides of the head connected with 


the black of the breast ... O.penicillata , p. 307. 

B. Black of the sides of the head divided from 

that of the breast by a white hand. O. alpestris , p. 308 


Otocoris penicillata. 

Alauda penicillata Gould, P. Z. S., 1837, p. 126. 

Type-locality : Erzerum. 

The Indian bird, 0. p. aJbigula, differs from the typical form in 
having a white instead of a yellow chin, throat and supetcilium. 

(12i»6) Otocoris penicillata albigula. 

The Pamirs Horned Lark. 

Otocoris albigula Bonaparte, Consp. Av., i. p. 246 (1850) (Russ. 
A si at. Alpes). 

Otoconjs penicillata. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 319. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 



Fig. 65.—Head of 0. penicillata albigula. 


Description.—Adult male. Feathers at the base of the fore¬ 
head, lures, cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of throat black con¬ 
tinu'd as a broad band across the lower throat and breast; 
forehead, supercilium, posterior ear-coverts, chin and upper throat 
white ; a band across the crown and two tufts of long leathers on 
either side black ; hind crown, nape, neck, upper back and upper 
tail-coverts vinous grey, the lower back and rump pale ashy- 
brown merely tinged with vinous; central tail-feathers dark 
brown with pale edges, the lateral tea hers black wit Ii obsolete pah? 
edges and the outermost with a broad white# edge to the outer 
web ; wing-coverts like the upp r hack but with concealed brown 
centres; primaries brown, the first with a wholly white outer 
web, the others edged narrowly with vinous-white; secondaries 
brown, the outer with narrow, the inner with very broad pale 
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edges ; remainder of lower plumage white, sometimes washed 
with vinous on the breast and flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or red-brown; bill black 
above, buish-plumbeous below and paler at the base; legs and 
feet black in the male, dark plumbeous-brown in the female ; 
soles of feet whitish. 

Measurements. Wing 109 to 120 nun.tail 73~to 83 mm.: 
tarsus about 23 to 24 mm.; culraen about 11 to 13 mm. 

Female has no black or white on the crown, this being ashy- 
brown more or less streaked with black; the upper plumage has 
little or no tinge of vinous and the black of the face and breast 
seems always to be more restricted and with the white fringe?* 
more pronounced. 

Male in Winter. Has the black parts above fringed with 
vinous and below with white whilst the vinous above is less pro¬ 
nounced. 

The Young bird has the upper plumage fulvous-brown, each 
feather tipped with white and subtipped blackish ; the super- 
eilium, sides of the head, chin and throat are yellowish, the lores 
and ear-coverts mottled w ith brown ; breast brownish-white with 
black spots and remaining lower parts pure white. 

Distribution. Persia, Afghanistan, the Pamirs and Gilgit. 

Nidification. Practically nothing on record. Five eggs given 
me by Herr M. Kuschei were said to have been laid in three 
nesfs very roughly made of grass and lined with hair, grass and 
some scraps of wool. In each case they were built in natural 
hollows in the ground in among tufts of coarse stubbly grass. 
Of the eggs one clutch of two are yellowish-stone in ground¬ 
colour minutely speckled all over wiih yellowish-brown, the 
others are yellowish-grey marked all over with tiny blotches of 
rather grey-brown. The five average 24*1x171 and vary hardly 
at all in size. They were taken on the 12th June and J9th July. 

Habits. This is a Lark of stony plateaus and bare bill-sides 
like others of the genus. This species, howeNer, seems to move 
with the seasons up and down the mountains, for Scully says 
that “it swarms ” in Winter down to 5000 feet in Gilgit, also 
about Yarkand and Kashgar. It also must breed in the higher 
ranges of Gilgit, as there are numerous birds thence in the 
British Museum collection which are practically nestlings. 


Otocoris alpestris. 

Alauda alpedris Linii., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 166 (1758). 
Type-locality : Coast of Carolina. 
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Key to Subspecies . 

A. Larger, wing~over“120 mm. ; less vinous 

and more strongly streaked above . O. a. longirostris . p.309. 

H. Smaller, wing under 120 mm.; more vinous 

with less distinct streaks above . O. a. ehvesi , p. 310. 

(1207) Otocoris alpestris longirostris. 

The Long-billed Hobned Labk. 

Otocoris longirostris Moore, P. Z. S., 1855, p. 215 (Kulu). 

Otocorys longirostris. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 320. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very similar to 0. p. albicjula but with a white 
band between the black of the cheeks and ear-coverts ami the 
black of the throat and breast; the upper plumage is darker, less 
strongly suffused with vinous and much more definitely streaked. 



Fig. 66.— Head of 0 % a. longirostris . 


Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill dark greyish- 
hornv, paler at the base aud on the commissure; legs dark 
plumbeous-brown or blackish. 

Measurements. Wing 120 to 131 mm.; tail 74 to 88 mm.; 
tarsus 24 to 25 mm.; culmen about 15 to 17 mm. 

Young birds are similar to those of the other species and 
subspecies. 

Nestlings. -‘The gape orange with one black spot at the tip of 
the inside of the lower mandible, another on the tip of the tongue 
and a kidney-shaped one in the centre of the tongue” (C. IT T. 
Whitehead ). 

Distribution. Kashmir, North to the Karakorum Pass, Afghan¬ 
istan and Baluchistan. 

Nidification. Whitehead found this bird breeding freely on the 
Afghan frontier between 11,500 and 15,000 feet. He found eggs 
from early June to the first fortnight of July, but many birds 
must breed in May before the snows have melted as by June 
the 15th many eggs had already hatched out. The nests he 
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describes as merely hollows scantily tilled with grass and vegetable 
down. The eggs numbered two or three and are nearly all of 
the yellow type, already described, laid by the preceding bird; 
a few are rather darker and more brown but none are ot the 
greyish type. Twenty-two eggs average 24*9 x 17T mm.: 
maxima 26*2 X 17*7 and 24 2 x 18 0 mm.; minima 23*5 X 113*5 and 
24*1 x 161 mm. Whitehead records how be twice saw birds which 
had been disturbed on their nests return and remove the eggs by 
carefully rolling them down the hill with their bills. A Cuckoo's 
egg found outside one of these nests seems to have been removed 
in a similar manner. 

Habits. A resident bird over 11,000 feet, apparently moving 
but little lower even in the severest winter. The alarm-note 
is described as a whistling peo or sometimes ee-up. Stoliczka found 
ibis Lark on the highest passes on the trade routes, hunting 
for grain in the snow. He describes the song as so like that 
of the Sky-Lark as to be easily mistaken for it. 


(1208) Otocoris alpestris elwesi. 

Elwes’s Horned Lark. 

Otocorys ehvesi Blanf., J. A. S. B. ? xli, p. 62 (1872) (Kangra-Laina 
Pass); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 321. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Long-billed Horned Lark but 
much paler, less streaked and more vinous above. It is a much 
smaller bird with a comparatively still smaller hill. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill greyish-horny, the 
culmen darker and nearly black; legs and ieefc black, soles 
yellowish. 

Measurements. Wing 108 to 120 mm.; tail 78 to 87 mm.; 
tarsus 23 to 24 mm.; culmen 12 to 14 mm. 

Young. Only differ from those of the Long-billed Horned Lark 
in being smaller. 

Distribution. Sikkim, Nepal, South and Western Tibet, Ladakh 
to the Koko-Nur and Nan-Schan. 

Nidification. Elwes’s Horned Lark breeds in great numbers 
in Tibet and Ladakh, between 12,000 and 15,000 teet, on the vast 
stony plains and plateaus which are such a common feature of 
the Himalayas in these parts. Of vegetation there is nothing but 
a little coarse and stunted grass and a lew small bushes, eaten 
by goats and sheep down to within a few inches of the ground. 
Under one of these bushes or tufts of grass this Lark makes 
its nest in a small natural hollow. As a rule the nest is very 
meagre, a few roots and scraps of grass mixed with a certain 
amount of down and perhaps a feather or two ; rarelv a more 
ambitious attempt is made and occasionally a really compact, well 
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put-together pud is made of roots and grass mixed with goats’ 
and yaks’ hair and well lined with vegetable down. The eggs 
generally number two or three, occasionally lour. They are like 
those of the other species but smaller and, as a whole, are less 
regularly of the yellow type, many eggs being quite indistinguish¬ 
able from those of the larger Sky- Larks. Eighty eggs average 
23*9 x 16*6 mm.: maxima 25*1 X L7*3 and 25*0xl7 , 5 mm.; uiiuima 
2] -X167 and 24-1 Xl6*7 mm. 

The birds breed from the middle of May until the end of July 
and may possibly have two broods in warm years. 

Habits. Those of the genus. They are found up to 17,000 feet 
and are resident all the year round, in Winter up to the snow¬ 
line and down to about 10,000 feet. Like all t he birds of this 
genus they are extraordinarily hardy and will stand intense cold 
and blizzards such as few living things can contend against. 

Genus MELANOCQRYPHA. 

Melanoconjpha J3oie. Isis, 1828, p. 822. 

Type, Mclnnocorypha calandra Linn. 

In Melanoeoryplia the bill is thick and gently curved and the 
nostrils are covered by plumelets ; the wing is very long and has 
ten primaries of which the first is very minute; the hind claw is 
long and straight. The sexes are alike. 

Key to Species. 

A. Wing over 140 mm.; first primary white 

on outer web . M. maxima, p. 311. 

B. Wing under 130 mm. ; tirst primary brown 

on outer web, narrowly edged fulvous. . . . M. bimaculata , p. 312. 

(1209) Melanoeoryplia maxima. 

The Long-bulled Calandra Lark. 

Melanocorypha maxima Gould, B. of A., iv, pi. 72 (1867) (Sikkim); 

Blank & Oates, ii, p. 322. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage brown tinged with rufous on the 
head and rump, each feather darkest in the centre and edged with 
pale fulvous; the nape is often rather grey; central tail- 
feathers dark brown edged with tawny, lateral feathers edged and 
tipped with white, the white increasing in extent until the outer¬ 
most have only the base and basal half of the edge brown ; 
primaries brown, the first nearly all white on the outer web, the 
others narrowly edged with white ; coverts and secondaries brown 
edged with fulvous, the latter also broadly tipped with white: 
lores, supercilimn and cheeks mottled white and rufous, ear- 
coverts golden rufous: lower plumage dull white tinged with 
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ashy on the breast and washed with fulvous on the flanks; the 
breast sometimes shows a tew ill-defined spots of brown, perhaps 
a sign of youth. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill whitish-horny or 
yellow, black at the tip ; legs and feet dark brown or “ black 
mottled with dull red 99 ( Waltou\ 

Measurements. Wing 143 to 154mm.; tail 83 to 93 mm.; 
tarsus 29 to 30 mm.; culmen 21 to 24mm. 

Young birds are blackish-brown above, each feather edged with 
yellow or yellowish -white; the lower plumage is washed with 
yellow and the breast heavily spotted with dark brown; the chin 
and throat are very yellow. 

Distribution. From the Koko-Nur to Kansu, South through 
Tibet to JSikkim. 

Nidification. Two eggs sent to me from Tibet with the nest 
and a skin of one parent resemble very large eggs ot Sky-Larks, 
measuring 30 x 19-0 and 29*0 x 19*0 mm. In shape they are very 
long oval*, in ground-colour very pale yellowish-stone freckled 
all over with yellowish-brown which, in one egg, coalesce and form 
a ring at the larger end. The nest appears to have been a \ery 
roughly made cup of grass and a few roots and is said to have 
been placed in a tuft of coarse grass and furze on the sun-baked 
mud shores of the fihamtso Lake at an elevation of about 
13,000 feet. They were taken on the 25th of July. 

Habits. Very lit tie recorded. This Lark is said to be very 
common in Tibet between 12,000 and 15,000 feet, breeding 
wherever found and not descending much lower in Winter. It is 
a bird of open bare plains and also of pasture-land surround* d 
by stony wastes as well as of marshy country. It is a favourite 
cage-bird with the Tibetans and is said to have a fine song with a 
great range of notes. 

(1210) Melanocorypha bimaculata bimaculata. 

The Eastern Calandra Lark. 

Alouda bimaculata 3\l6n6tr., Cat. Rais. p. 37 (18-12) (Mts. of Talysch). 

Melanocorypha bimaculata. 111anf. & Oates, ii, p. 323. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage and wings dark brown, 
each feather edged with fulvous, the dark central streaks less 
conspicuous on the rump and upper tail-coverts; tail blackish- 
brown edged with tawny-fulvous and with a white apical spot 
on all but the central pair; a broad supercilium pale fulvous; 
lores and a line through the eye dusky ; a fulvous-white line 
under this and under the eve; cheeks and ear-coverts rulous- 
brown, streaked paler; chin, throat and sides of neck behind the 
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ear-coverts white; :i broad black band across the upper breast, 
broken with white in the centre; lower breast fulvous, streaked 
with brown; remainder ot ; lower plumage white, the flauks 
and thigh-coverts washed with fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light to dark brown; bill brown to 
nearly bl»ck on the culinen, greenish-horny below and Yellowish 
on the base; legs and feet flesh-colour or yellowish flesh-colour, 
darker on the joints. 

Measurements. Wing 118 to 126 mm.; tail 57 to 61 mm.; 
tarsus 2() to 27 mm. ; culiueu 16 to 17 mm. 



Fig. 67. —Head of M. b. bimaculata. 


Distribution. Tranacaspia, Turkestan, Baluchistan and Persia. 
In Winter, South to Sind, Punjab, liajputana, North-West 
Provinces and United Provinces. 

Nidification. 1 his Calandra Bark breeds in April and May, 
making a rather roughly put-together cup-shaped nest of grass, 
weed-stems and roots lined with finer grass. It is placed on 
the ground tinder shelter of tufts of grass, small bushes or, 
less often, in some crop such as wheat or vetch. The eggs 
number three or four and are typical Lark’s eggs but are noticeable 
for their great comparathe breadth and bold blotching. Many 
eggs also have a greenish tinge. Twenty eggs average 24*1 x 
ltt*3 mm.: maxima 25 3 x 18 0 and 24-Ox 19*8 mm.: minima 
23 0 x 16T mm. 

Habits. The Eastern Chlandra Lark frequents barren uplands, 
sandy dry wastes and also cultivation. It is powerful both iu 
flight and on its legs, running wiih great speed and it is said to 
be a shy and wary bird. The Afghans keep them in cages and 
they sing magnificently both in captivity and in a state of na'ure. 
In Winter they colle<t in very large flocks and a certain number 
then come as far South as the North-West plains of India. 


I 



Alauda , Linn., Syat. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 165 (1758). 


Type, Alauda arvensis Linn. 

The genus Alauda contains the true Sky-Larks, of which but 
one species is recognized by Hartert in his latest revision ot the 
group, though this is divided into a great number of races which 
vary from one another not only in size and colour but also in 
the comparative length of their different primaries. 

In Alauda the bill is slender and feeble and the nostrils are 
covered by plumelets. The wing has ten primaries of which 
the first is minute, though differing a little according to the 
geographical position ot the subspecies ; the length of the second,, 
third and fourth also vary but the wing is always short, not 
reaching beyond the middle of the tail ; the tarsus is long and 
fairly stout and the hind claw very long and nearly straight. 

The sexes are alike and the young are barred above with 
blackish and white. 

There has been considerable discussion and great difference 
of opinion expressed as to the names some of the races ol 
Sky-Larks should bear. Ticehursfc ( c Ibis/ 1922, p. 149) resus- 
ciiates Brooks’s name dulcivox for the Western large form of 
Indian Sky-Lark and I think he does so rightly. Brooks (m loc. 
cit. infra) gives an extraordinarily good diagnosis ot this Lark and 
not only shows how it differs from typical arvensis but also how it 
differs from the smaller local breeding races and from the Eastern 
form, which more nearly approaches true arvensis than any 
of these. J1 is “ cold grey tone of the upper plumage with strongly 
contrasting central streaks” not only at once separates it Irom 
either inopinata or japonicci which are found in Winter within 
the limits of this work, but equally well shows the character in 
which it diff rs from intentudia with which Hartert has incor¬ 
porated it. The true intermedia is a little darker and more 
rufescent above and also, generally, more fulvous below. 

As regards the number of species which should be recognized, it 
seems more convenient to recognize two, a larger, arvensis, group 
and a smaller, gulgula, group, for in two cases the breeding ranges 
of two forms seem to overlap. Kinnear keeps inopinata as a 
full species on account of its long fourth primary, but as this 
character is not quite constant I prefer for the present to keep 
it as a race of t he larger arvensis group. 


Key to Spades. 

A. Fifth primary falls short of tip of wing by 

more than 5 mm. -4. arvensis, p* 815. 

B. Fifth primary falls short of tip of wing by 

less than 5 mm. A. gulgula , p. 318. 
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Alauda arvensis. 

Alauda arvensis Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 165 (1758). 
Type-locality: Sweden. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Second, third and fourth primaries subequal, 

or, second or third very slightly the longest! 
tt. 1 aler mid less rufous above j n * oik 

i. W«, ml much more ml™', ,b «™' A I jtZ' 13 7 

B. Fourth primary generally ,l„ ta.gert . A ; 

(12 1 1 ) Alauda arvensis dulcivox. 

Tun Eastern Skv-Lark. 

A '“n<Ua) dU/ciV0X Br ° 0k8 ’ S,r - |,( ' atli v h p. 484 (1873) (Plains, N.W. 
A wttSr 1,;hn,Cke ’ J0Ur- f - ° rn -’ P ' 313 < 1904 > (Barnauliu 

Alauda arvensis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 324. 

Vernacular names. Bhurut (Hind.). 

JrZ'T r *' atl, "‘' ot "» upper plumage and wing-courts 
g»v to M,t T” "* 1 '™” J »«•»«. margins JdL to 

r * 'ttirltcz 

^Clarieipj h ? ! ^ n c m ,” ,e8 edgetl with “'‘Ivous-white. outer 
secondaries hwmllv' ' h ‘ lv ‘ J . us and t'PPed will, white, innermost 
hrm ! n 7 ,nar S , “ ed a11 round "ill, fulvous ; lores and a 

co“«,T«d7; 10 “"»»*»•< ctoksand ear 

With fnl d hoUS a ' ld blwn : lowe r plumage white washed 
with fulvous ,,,ore strongly on the Hanks and breast- s.dls 

blackiibtwn r< ^’ f ° re ' neCk ’ brea8t a,,d flftnks 8tt> ea k ed with 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bazel or dark brown • bill horn* 

^y^iSt^:^ be, °- - d ^V^y-town 

12m, SU ? ine f S -,, T0fal le "« th abou « 200 mm.; wing 105 to 

23°to 25 ( mn' y “ l ° Ver !'° tail (U t0 '5 mm ; tarsus 

-6 to -5 mm.; culmen about 10 to 12 mm The f,„ „i 

considerably smaller than the males. , ' f U aI *’ s are 

liWd^vK.lJr^ ! he upper parts ver y W**. each feather 
mged with fuhoua becoming almost pure white at the tip • 

he wmg-feathers are broadly edged with rufous-fulvous and the 
lower parts are more heavily spotted and streaked 
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Distribution. West Siberia, Turkestan, Tian-Schan, Pamirs, 
Gilgit, Afghanistan and Baluchistan. In Winter it migrates to 
Northern Africa, Greece, Mesopotamia, Palestine and North- 
West India. 

Nidification. There is nothing on record about the breeding 
of this widely spread form, but two clutches of eggs taken by 
Whitehead and Jlarington on the Afghan Frontier app-ar to 
belong to this race rather than to the much smaller A. (julfjma 
inconspicua. They are quite typical Sky-Lark's eggs of th ^larger 
type with a close glossy texture and they measure between 
23-1 and 25*1 mm. in length and between 16 3 and 18*0 mm. 
in breadth. They were taken, one on June 30ih and the other 
on July 2uth at an elevation of 10,000 feet. 

Habits. This is a common migrant to North-West India in 
Winter but Tieehurst did not obtain it in Sind and it is seldom 
found beyond the North-West Provinces and the Punjab. In 
Summer it is found in Afghanistan up to 15,000 feet. 

(1212) Alauda arvensis inopinata. 

Tub Tibetan Sky-Lark, 

Alauda inopinata Bianchi, Ann. Mus. St. Petersb., ix, pp. xxiv, 
xxx et xxxi (1904) (Tibet). 

Alaula arvenm. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 324 (part). 

Vernacular names. Cho~mo (China). 

D ascription. Similar to the preceding bird but distinct ly 
darker, yet more givy, less rufous, on the upper plumage. 

Colours of soft parts as in A . a. dulcivox. 

Measurements. Wing 95 to 111 mm.; tail 63 to 66 mm.; 
tarsus about 23 to 24 mm.; culmen 10 to 12mm. Lhe tourth 
primary is generally the longest. 

Distribution. Central, South and Eastern Tibet to the 
mountains of North-West and Central China. 

Nidification. The Tibetan Sky-Lark breeds from the beginning 
of June to early August between 12,000 and 15,000 leet, making 
a nest just like that of the English Sky-Lark: a cup of grass, 
roots and perhaps a few leaves and stems of plants lined with 
the finest, grass and roots. It is placed on the ground in grass¬ 
lands, among weeds or in standing crops, the latter apparently 
the favourite site. It is said to be always very well concealed. 
The eggs number three or four, rarely five, and are just like those 
of other 8ky-Larks of the larger type. Fifty eggs average 23*1 x 
16*9 mm.: maxima 25 2x 16*9 and 23*0x17*4 mm.; minima 
21*4x 16*3 and 22*4x16 1 mm. 

Habits. A. resident bird in Tibet, merely moving lower with the 
season but occasionally they wander into the mountains of A ssam 
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these individuals almost invariably being birds of the year, 
retaining some of the pale terminal barring of the upper plumage!! 
In lib^t it is found both on the grass pasture-lands. and in 
cultivation, especially the latter and it does not frequent the more 
barren stony plateaus where some of the other Larks are so 
common. In flight, voice etc. it is similar to other Sky-Larks, 
singing its beautiful song when soaring high up, often out of 
sight, in the air. Like other Larks, also, it sometimes bursts into 
song just before taking lo flight and at other times continues it, 
for a few moments, after landing again. It is said to feed both 
upon large and small seeds and, possibly less regularly, upon small 
eoleoptera and insects. 
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(1213) Alauda arveil sis japonica. 

The Japanese Sky-Labe. 

Alauda japonica Temm. & Srhl., Faun. Jap., p. 87 (1848) (Japan) 
Alauda arvensis. Hi an I'. & Oates, ii. p. 324 (part). 

Vernacular names. Cho-mo (China). 

Description. A very dark, richly coloured race, very rufous 
above and decidedly more fulvous on the lower plumage, especially 
on the breast. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. AVing 95 to 102 mm.; tail 60 to 66 mm. • 
tarsus 23 to 25 mm.; culmen 10 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Japan migrating in Winter to South China, 
Yunnan and Shan States. A bird shot on its nest taken on 
Mt. Victoria, Chin Hills, was identified by Oates as of this race. 
To me it appears to be A. g. ccelivox and lo be quite indistin»uish- 
able from that Chinese bird. 

Nidification. Similar to that of other Sky-Larks. Owston says 
“they always breed here in cultivation, either in dry crops 
or <m the banks of grass dividing, or surrounding, ihe rice fields " 
The eggs, which number four or five, are like those of the other 
big Sky-Larks though smaller. Twenty-five eggs average 21 9x 
16-3 mm.: maxima 23 9x15-3 and 20-5 x 17 A mm. ; minima 
20;2xl6-7 and 22-1x151 mm. 

June seems to be the principal breeding month. 

Habits. Those of the genus. The Japanese Sky-Lark frequents 
both lowlands and the slopes of the mountains w herever there are 
pastures and cultivation. It is a true migrant and wanders vm 
far in Winter but it is possible that some of ihe South-Western 
visitors are birds which breed in the mountains of North-East 
China and Manchuria. It is said to be one of the favourite 
cage-birds among the Chinese and to be yery bardv in captivity, 
even when kept in the very small cages used by the Chinese for 
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these birds. Its flight and song are said to be equal to those of 
the English bird. In Winter it collects in very large flocks and 
numbers are then trapped and sold as an article of food in the 
bazaars. 

Alanda gulgula. 

Key to Subspecies . 


A. Lower plumage distinctly fulvous. 

a. Above more grey, less rufous. A. g. gulgula , p. oJJ. 

b. Above more rufous, less grey. 

a'. Abdomen much paler than breast . . A. g. ccelivox , p. oLl. 
b'. Abdomen same co'our as breast. 

a". Upper plumage brighter and more 

rufous . A. g. australis , p. 320. 

b n . Upper plumage very dark but 

not very rufous .. . ‘... A. g. lierberti , p. 322. 

B. Lower plumage pale, the fulvous tint not 

pronounced. 

c. Darker and rather more rufous above . . A. g guttata, p. 318. 

d. Paler and less rufous, more grey above. A. g. inconspicua , p. 322. 


The above key is, admittedly, not very satisfactory as the 
differences between the various races are those of degree ol depth 
in colouring rather than in actual colour. The last two are easily 
separable bv their very pale underparts, whilst ciustrahs is also 
more deeply rufous or fulvous helow than any of the other races 
and lierberti is, sex for sex, almost distinguishable by its small 
size alone. 

(1214) Alauda gulgula guttata. 

The Kashmir Sky-Lark. 

Alauda guttata Brooks, I. A. S. B., xli, p. 84 (18/2) (Kashmir). 

Alauda gulgula. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 326 (part). 

Vernacular names. Bhurut (Hind.). 

Description. This form is very close to A. a. inopinata in 
colour but has the upper plumage a little darker and more rufous ; 
the lower plumage is also a little more fulvous and the streaks 
on the breast broader and more conspicuous; the pale portions 
of the tail are rufescent, not pure white. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 89 to 106 mm.; tail 59 to 64 mm.; 
tarsus 21 to 23 mm. ; oilmen 11 to 13 ram. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Himalayas from, but not inclu¬ 
ding, Afghanistan and Gilgit, throughout Kashmir, Garlnv&l and 
Kuman. It was also procured by Mandelli in Sikkim. 

Nidification. The Kashmir Sky-Lark breeds from early May tc 
July from about 5,000 feet tip to at least 14,000 feet. It breeds 
both on the plateaus which are covered with grass, long or short, 
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and in cultivated country, especially in wheatfields. Its nest 
is like that, of others of the genus and generally very well 
concealed. The eggs number tnree or four, very rarely five 
and vary greatly in appearance. The majority are large, 
rather handsome eggs with a distinct, gloss and a hard stron" 
texture similar to that of the English Sky-Lark. Others are much 
smaller, have no gloss and the general character is speckled 
or freckled, exactly like the eggs of the smaller plains’ races. 
It may be that these eggs are those of A. g. gulgnla, which 
race does penetrate into tne lower hills and breeds below 5,000 or 
0,000 feet. All Whymper’s fine series from Grarhwal taken 
at over 10,000 feet are of the large, boldly blotched type as are 
those of Osinaaton and others from l.eh, Ladakh and the higher 
mountains of Kashmir. One hundred eggs average 225x 
16-8 mm.: maxima 24 3 X 184 mm.; minima 207 x 15 4 mm. 

Habits. The Kashmir Skv-Lark is to some extent a resident 
bird, a certain number being found all fhe year round up to some 
0,000 or 10,000 feet but the majority move to lower elevations 
in Winter and at that season many are found in large flocks in 
the plains of the Punjab and North-West Frontier* Province, 
while ir extends in smaller numbers as far East as Oudh. Iu 
Summer ir is found up to 15,000 and as low as 5,000 feet 
but many of its reported occurrences at the lower elevations 
are probably referable to A. g. gutgula. In its habits generally it 
differs in no way from oilier Sky-Larks and in song and flight 
is said to be but little inferior to the English Sky-Lark and much 
superior to the plains-dwelling forms. 


(1215) Alauda gulgula gulgula. 

Tub Small Indian Sky-Lark. 

Alauda gulgula Franklin, P.Z.S., 1830-31, p. 119 (Ganges- 
Benares-Calcutta); Blanf. & Gates, ii, p. 320 (part). P ’ 

Vernacular names. Buruta-pitta (Tel.); Bhurut (Hind.). 

Description. This form differs from all those preceding it in 
its much more fulvous lower plumage, the whole of these parts 
being strongly suffused, with this colour. Above it is very 
similar to the small Kashmir Sky-Lark. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 82 to 92 mm.; tail 45 to 51 mm.; 
tarsus 24 to 25 mm.; culmen about 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. Tropical North India, Assam, Burma. In L dia 
South to Khandesh and roughly to a line from Hyderabad to 
Masulipatam. 

Nidification. This Sky-Lark breeds throughout the Northern 
plains of India from March to July, often having two broods in 
the year. It undoubtedly ascends the Himalayas to a considerable 
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height. Birds breeding in the Kumtm below* 5,000 feet are 
certainly of this race and almost equally certainly those breeding 
below this elevation in Kashmir are also A. g. gulgula and nor. 
A. <u guttata. The nest is the usual cup of gra>s, mixed with a 
ew roots and lined with finer grass, hair-like roots etc. and is 
placed on the ground well concealed by weeds, grass or growing 
crops. The eggs number two or three, very rarely four, and are 
not only much smaller than those of the Kashmir Sky-Lark but 
are paler and duller in tone and have a more fragile shell 
and a glossless texture. Forty eggs average 20*6x15*3 trim.: 
maxima 23*0x17 0 mm.; minima 18*4x14*5 and 19*3x14*0 
mm. 

Whitehead found it breeding freely at- Kohat and Lachi up to 
about 2,000 feet. 

Habits. As the Kashmir Sky-Lark is our Indian representative 
in the country with a Palaaarcfic temperature so this form is 
our representative in Tropical Northern India. Where the two 
meet will not, however, be settled until series of breeding-birds of 
both races have been procured. Iu its habits this Lark is like 
the other forms. It is sometimes found in immense numbers 
in the grass-covered stretches along the larger rivers of Bengal, 
Bihar and Assam and possibly at some times collects in flocks,, 
although it is not migratory. On one occasion in March, whilst 
waiting on a sand-bank on the Brahmaputra Liver for a steamer, 
I must have been within hearing distance of many hundreds 
of Sky-Larks who were soaring and singing in every direction 
around me, yet they could not have been migrating as this 
particular tract of country formed a very favourite breeding- 
place. At the same time they are not found in the driest areas 
in the dry season and at this time they certainly move locally 
from such places to better cultivated, better irrigated districts. 

The Sky-Larks of the smaller, gulgula , group are not quite such 
fine songsters nor do they soar so high or so continually as do 
those of the larger, arvensis , group. 



(1216) Alauda gulgula australis. 

The Small Nijlgiri Sky-Lark. 

Alauda australis Brooks, Str. Tenth., i, p. 486 (1873) (Ootacamand). 

Alauda gulgula. Blanf. & Oates, ii t p. 326 (part). 

Vernacular names. Bhuruta-mtta, Ninla-picftH£(Te \.); Vanam- 
badi , Pullu (Tam.); Bhurut (Hind.) ; Gomuritta (Cing ). 

Description. Differs from the preceding bird in its briiditer, 
more rulous upper parts and in the still more fulvous abdomen 
and Hanks. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 83 to 95 min.; wing 51 to 57 mm.; 
tarsus 23 to 25 mm.; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 
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Distribution. South India and Ceylon. In India South of the 
last-named race. 

Hidification. The Nilgiri Sky-Lark breeds in the hilly country of 
South India up to the extreme tops of the hills. The principal 
breeding-season is March to May but many birds breed again 
from August to November. The nest is just like that of thfe 
preceding race and two or three eggs are laid, very exceptionally 
four, similar to those of the other small Sky-Larks! Twenty eggs 
average 21-7 x 15-9 mm. but a larger series would undoubtedly 
measure less as two of my clutches are unusually large. Maxima 
23'2 x 16-4 and 22’5 x 16’5 mm.; minima 195 X 14-3 and 201 x 
14’2 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. It"is found alike throughout the 
plains and up to the highest points in the hills ol Southern India 
wherever there is cultivation or open grass-land. In Ceylon it is 
tound throughout the low country, except in ihe wetter tracts 
during the rainy season, and it also ascends the mountains ns high 

can find suitable open country. Wait obtained it at 
4,500 teet on the Uva plateau. 


<SL 


( 121 /) Alauda gulgula coelivox. 

The Small Chinese Sky-Lakk. 

AlaiHla cwlivox Swinhoe, Zoologist, p. 577 (1859) (Amov) 

Alaudagulgula Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 326 (part). 

Vernacular names. Bee-lone (Burmese). 

istribution. Above very brightly coloured, the rufous and 
black contrasting more than in A. g. australis; the wings are 
especially rufous ; below the abdomen is paler, often whitish and 
contrasting a little with the breast; the under wing-coverts and 
axillaries are not nearly so dark a rufous and have the vinous 
tinge similar to that obtaining in A. g. guttata. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 89 to 101 mm.; tail 55 to 61 mm • 
tarsus 24 to 25 mm.; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. South and Eastern China to Yunnan, the Shan 
States and also on Mt. Victoria in the Chin Hills. 

Nidification. A bird shot off the nest on Mt. Victoria Chin 
Hills, 7,000 feet, identified by Oates as A. a. 
be nearest this race. Of_the three eggs one was broken, the other 
two measure 22-0 x 15*5 and 21-5 x 15-5 mm. Thev were taken 
lo.o.Ob and m appearance are exactly like many of A. g. gulgula. 

Habit,Those of the species. A common' bird in 'the hills 
ot (south ( hiiri and breeding both in the plains and hills. It was 
obtained by Forrest in Yuumm between 8,500 and 10,000 feet in 
Summer, Haringlon obtained it in the Shan States’and it Ins 
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•occurred in the Cliin Hills, vide supra . It is resident where 
found hut probably forsakes the higher hills of its range in 
"Winter. 


(1218) Aiauda gulgula herberti. 

The Small Siam Sky-Lark. 

Aiauda arvensis herberti Hartert, Bull. B. 0. C., xliii, p. 19 (1923) 
(Siam). 

Aiauda gulgula, Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 326 (part). 

Vernacular names. Bee-lone (Burmese) ; Nolc-lcra-chob-fon 
(Siam). 

Description. Above this is the darkest, yet least rufous of all 
the races of Aiauda gulgula. It is nearest to A. g. wattersi and 
A.g. sala , differing from these in its much darker upper plumage 
but not in the extent of the striations on the breast and thinks. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 78 to 87 mm.; tail 47 to 5-1 mm.; tarsus 
23 to 24 mm.; culn.en 12 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Siam, Cochin China and also South-East Tenas- 
serim. Oates’s Aiauda peguensis of Tenasserim and Pegu does not 
appear to be this form bur rather A. g. gulgula , which is found 
commonly in the North and West of that Province. 

Nidification. The Siam Sky-Lark breeds in Central Siam from 
April to the end of July, nearly always placing its nest in the 
dry rice-fields under some extra thick patch of paddy stubble. 
The eggs number three or four and are like those of the gulgula 
group but have larger blotches and, as a series, are broader ovals. 
Fifty eggs taken by Williamson and Herbert a\erage 20*5x 
16*0 min. : maxima 22*3 X 16*5 mm. ; minima 18*1 X 15*0 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. Keeps much to the rice-fields 
until these are inundated in the Rains, when they take to the 
higher, grass-covered lands. Both song and flight are said to he 
decidedly inferior to those of the European bird. 


(1219) Aiauda gulgula inconspicua. 

The Small Turkestan Sky-Lark. 

Aiauda inconspicua Severtz., Turk. Jevot., p. 142 (1873) (Turkestan). 
Aiauda gulgula, Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 326 (part). 

Vernacular names. Bhurut (Hind.). 

Description. The palest and greyest of all the forms of Aiauda 
gulgula but even in this form the pale parts of the tail are very 
pale mfescent, not white as they are in all the larger forms. 
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Colours of soft parts as in tbe other races. 

Measurements. Wing 89 to 98 mm.; tail 54 to 57 mm 
-A to 24 mm.; eulmen 12 to 14 mm. 


‘A2A 

\ 

tarsus 


Distribution. Turkestan, Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Bokhara, 
specimens from Quetta appear referable to this race but are 
rather large. It seems possible that the breeding area of this 
smal Sky-Lark overlaps that of the larger form A. a. dulcivo.v ; if 
this be so, it further confirms the correctness of the division of the 
Sky-Larks into the two groups Alauda arvensis and Alauda 
(/uujula . 


Nidification. Nothing recorded. 
Habits. Those of the species. 


Genus CALANDRELLAo 

Calandrella lvaup, Natiirl. Syst., p. 39 (1829). 

Calandrella brachydactyla Leisler. 

The genus Calandrella contains the Short-toed Larks of which 
we have two species in India. 

In this genus the bill is rather short and deep and the nostrils 
«i e concealed by plumes; the wing has nine primaries of which 
the first is long reaching to the tip of the wing and about the 
same length as the next two or three ; the inner secondaries are 

is a g |inll r aCh ll !‘ ,,osl .. to I he of lhe primaries ; the hind claw 
is a little longer than the hmd toe and almost straight. 


) 


A .ey to Species. 

A. I 1 ourtli primary decidedly shorter than 

the first three . 

B. Fourth primary about equal to first three 

in length. 


C. brachydactyla , p. 323. 
C. (icutirostris. p. 327 


Calandrella brachydactyla. 


A ey to Subspecies. 

A. Upper parts not strongly suffused with 
reddish; under plumage whitish washed 
with fulvous-brown on breast. 

«. Head and rump a little suffused with 

reddish ; general tone darker . 

b. Head and rump with no red tinge • 

general tone paler . ’ 

33. Upper parts strongly suffused with reddish ; 
under plumage fulvous. 


[p. 32 

C. b. brackydacti/lfiy 
IP- 32 

C. b. longipaniis , 

[p. 82i 

(-) b. dukhtmtnsisy 
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(1220) Calandrella brachydactyla brachydactyla. 



niiliLr names. PulluJe (Hind.). 




Fig, 68— Head of C. h. hrachydacti/la. 



Colours of soft parts. Iris bro«n ; upper mandible horny- 
brown, darker on the culrnen, lower mandible yellowish-horny; 
legs arid feet fleshy-brown or yellowish-fleshy. 

Measurements. Wing 91 to 98 mm.; tail 58 to 63 nun. , 
tarsus 19 to 21 mm.; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Young birds have the upper plumage reddish-buff, barred with 
black and with buff tips to the feathers of the back and wings ; 
below pale fulvous-white, the flanks and breast washed with 
fulvous-brown and streaked with blackish. 

Distribution. Breeding from South Europe through Palestine 
and Asia Minor to Baluchistan. In India it is found in Winter 
South to Belgaum, Kajputaim and Central India and m the 
United Provinces. The greater number, certainly, of the birds 
recorded under this name from India are really longipennis , 
but many seem to be referable to the typical form. 

Nidification. The Short-toed Lark breeds in South Europe from 
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April to July and occasionally both earlier and later. The nest is 
the usual Lark’s cup-shaped affair of grass but is sometimes said 
to be lined with hair and feathers. It is placed on the ground in 
a natural depression under some sheltering tuft of grass or 
weed. The eggs, which number four or live, are almost white to 
pale pinkish or yellowish in ground-colour and the markings 
consist of line freckles or, less often, of very small blotches, 
of pale greyish, yellowish or greenish brown, scattered freely over 
the whole egg. One hundred eggs average 19*6 x 14*(> mm. 

Habits. This Lark frequents both cultivated country and sandy 
plains, feeding on grass and other seeds. It is said to be a tame, 
confiding bird with a sweet, though not powerful little song 
which it utters both on the wing and when perched on a stone or 
clod, It is very active on foot and runs with great speed. It is 
impossible to say how far this bird extends into India as it has 
nor. been discriminated from the next form. It is, however 
undoubtedly occasionally found in the North-West Frontier 
Provinces, whilst scattered individuals occur' as already stated 
much farther South. 


(1221) Calandrella brachydactyla longipennis. 

The Yarkand Shout-toed Lark. 

Alauda longipennis Eversm., Bull. Soc. Imp. Mosc., xxi, p 
(1848) (Sangarai). 1 

Vernacular names. Pulluh, Aiconia (Hind. Bihar). 

Description. A pale form of the preceding bird with no reddish 
tinge on the upper parts; the lower parts are still paler and 
purer white anil the pale parts of the two outer pairs of feathers 
are practically pure white : the breast also appears to be more 
strongly striated. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Short-toed Lark. 

Measurements. Wing 94 to 101 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in the Caucasus, Trauscaspia, Turkestan, 
Afghanistan, East Persia, North to Kuldscha. In Winter White- 
head obtained it in the lvhagan and Ivurram Valleys and my 
collector-* obtained specimens in N. Cachar and in 'Dibrugarh. 
Ticehursl records it as very common in Sind and Whistler equally 
so in (he Punjab, and it extends South to Rajputnna and the 
'Central Provinces. 

Nidification. Similar to (hat of 0. b. bruchydaatyl". 

Habits. Those of the species. This bird has been much 
confused in the past both with other races and species of the Short¬ 
toed Lark so that little that is on record can be relied on as refer¬ 
ring to this race alone. In Winter it is fouqd in India both in 
cultivation and in deserts where, as Ticeliurst remarks, transient 
vegetation has, lor a few brief weeks after monsoon rains, sprung 
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up and died do\ni again. By the time these Larks arrive there 
remains nothing of this vegetation, except the lallen seeds, which 
constitute their food supply.” 



(1222) Calandrella brachydactyla dukliunensis. 

The Bufous Short-toed Lark. 

Aland,, dukhunemis Sykes, P.Z. S, 1832. p. 93 (Deccan). 

Calandrella dukhunensis. Blanf. k Oates, n, p. 328. 

Vernacular names. Bughaira , Bagheyri, Bayhoda (Hind.); 

/ ulluTc, Alconia (Bihar). 

Description. This is a very rufous form of the Short-toed 
Lark, the whole of the upper plumage suffused with tawny and 
the lower plumage buff or fulvous-buff. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, legs and feet as in 
the other races but darker; the tip of the bill and culinen are 
practically black. 

Measurements. Wing 90 to 10J mm.; tail 52 to 56 mm.; 
tarsus 20 to 21 mm.; eulmen 10 to 11*5 mm. 

Distribution. Probably breeds North of the Altyn-Dag, Hum¬ 
boldt and Nan-Schan ranges and in the Gobi Desert. It certain y 
breeds in the Tibetan deserts whence 1 have received fragments of 
skins, the bead, bill and feet of which amply suffice to prove them 
to have been of this race. In Winter it is lound th rough ou 
Northern India from Karachi to Assam and South to Be gaum 
and Madras. It also occurs in Burma. 

Nidification. Breeds in Tibet, probably in large numbers in the 
North, but only rarely in the South, during April, May aiu \i\u. 
at elevations over 12,000 feet. A lew clutches oi eggs o t ns 
bird have been sent me with skins, sufficient for identification, as 
eggs of C. a. tihetava, which they exactly match. J he nests are 
also quite similar. Twenty eags average 2lnxl S 
maxima 231x150 and '20*6 x 15*4 mm.; minima 206 X 14H 
and 21*2x 14*3 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. This race does not come into 
North-West India in the Winter in anything like the great 
numbers C. b. lonyipennis does, but ii is found farther hast and 
farther South. ’ Possibly now that the differences between 
the \arious species and subspecies of Short-toed Larks are better 
known, this form will he found to lie comparatively common 
in Assam, Eastern India and Burma. This Lark, with many 
other species, is trapped anil netted in enormous numbers during 
the Winter, from October up to April, and sold in the Calcutta 
and other markets as Ortolan. Cruel and unnecessary as it may 
be to kill these little leathered songsters for food, it is true toat 
there are few delicacies better suited to an epicure's palate t han a 
dish of these so-called “Ortolans." 
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Calandrella acutirostris. 


Key to Subspecies . 

A. White on tail less in extent and suffused 

with tulvous . r, .. . 

a White on tail more in extent and 'purer ' °* acutuostm ’ P- 3 - 7 ‘ 
lnC ° l0Ur . ••• C. a. tibetana, p. 328. 

distinct hesitafcion I teep these two races 

istinct but Osmastons specimens obtained in Ladakh off their 

nests and one similarly collected by Ward certainly do have less 
arnl less pure, white upon their outer tail-feathers than have other 

Seat Ttent^f v '" e r"-\ GggS fro,n Tibet - There » a 

gieat exteut of variation in individuals and much overlannine- 
o tha more breeding birds are required to either cofim or 
refute the separation of 0. acutirostris into two races. 

(1223) Calandrella acutirostris acutirostris. 

Home’s Shobt-toed Lake. 

Calandrella acutirostris Hume, Lah. to Yark n 2fK n«/o\ rir 
ltorum); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 239 ’ P ' (18 ^) (Eara- 

Vernacular names. Baghaira , Bagheyri (Hind.). 

Description Very similar to G. h. bracliydactyla but as noted 
it\Sd ?' y ’ W1 . th il C , lbei ? llt wm g formula and a finer bill. Above 
i n d, *; ker a ° h f and bel0 « f he >s more suffused with brown 
extent 1 '’ “ V ° US t; ‘ ,e white °" tl,e hul '■ rather less in 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill yellowish-horny blackish 
darker. 01 ' men tlP 5 legS iUld feet flesh .v-brow», claws 

Measurements. Wing 88 to 95 mm.; tail 50 to 57 mm • 
taisus 1J to 2o mm.; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Tu?kfsh 1 1 ?^ t !,H Il W ]Bl H eding | i - n Karakorum, Western Kuen-lun, East 
from th« " ld ^ ortl,er 3 Kashmir to Ladakh. Bianchi records it 
rom the Sir Darya add Tian-Schan and it. also occurs in the 

£dta^N«teXS“" ri lli ’ ,riClS 0f PeMia - !» '«»•«it 6 

anJlSoflOW llume’s Short-toed Lark breeds between 13,000 

Bast of Thfs form La ^V'’ WhlCh 18 probab ¥ ,he limit South and 
f 0 , lhe r)ests are merely small depressions 

hollowed out, by the birds themselves under the shelter of a tuft 

gr.,ss, bunch of weeds or small bushes, such as grow here and 
heie on the wide, stony plateaus they frequent. These are lined 
neatly with fane grass and finished off with a soft inner lining of 
fine cotton-down, lhe eggs number two to four, nearly always 
three, and are not distinguishable from those qf the much more 
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common tibetana. Twenty-nine eggs average 21-3 X 14‘9 mm.: 
maxima 222 X 15'0 and 20-7 X 153 mm.: minima 203 x 14;4 and 
21-5x14 0 mm. They breed from early June to the end ol July. 

Habits. Osmaston writing of this bird under the name tibetana, 
says • “ Next to the Sparrow this little bird is undoubtedly the 
commonest bird in Ladakh. It is found almost everywhere from 
]O,50O feet up to 16,000 feet, except on steep ground 1 hey 
especially affect sandy plains dotted with stones and small rocks, 
which are so common a feature of this country. They are seen 
solitary or in pairs. The song is monotonous and is uttered Irom 
the top of a stone or rock.” 



(1224) Calandrella acutirostris tibetana. 

Brooks’s Short-toed Lark. 

Calandrella tibetana Brooks, Str. Feath., viii, p. 488 (1879) (Tibet); 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. <129. 

Vernacular names, Bayhaira , Bagheyri (Hind.). 

Description. Ver} r close to O . a. acutirostris , irom which it only 
differs in having the white on the tail purer and more extensive. 

Colours of soft parts as in Hume’s Short-toed Lark. 

Measurements, About the same as C. a. acutirostris but culinen 
11 to 12 nun. 

Distribution. Tibet, from Gyantse, Yatung and Khamba Jong. 
West to Eastern Kuenlun, where it meets the previous race, 
North to the Altyn Hag and Nan-Schan, East to the upper ranges 
of the Mekong, Blue and Yellow rivers. In Winter South to 
Delhi, Etawah, Moghul Serai, Assam, Bihar and Eastern Bengal. 

Nidification. Brooks’s Short-toed Lark breeds in very great 
numbers over Southern Tibet wherever there are stony barren 
plateaus and hillsides devoid of all growth except coai^e ry 
grass, a scrubby thorn-bush or tree and, in the more sheiteied 
corners, a patch of weeds or flowers. Here it either selects a 
small natural hollow in the ground, or digs one out tor A self, 
under the shelter of a tuft of grass, a low bush or even under a 
clod or stone. This is neatly lined with grass, sometimes very 

scantily, sometimes in amount sufficient to form a thick pad for 
the lining which is always of the sot test cotton-down, felted 
together very neatly and compactly. They breed from May to 
August and most birds have two broods in the year, sometimes 
three. The eggs number three, less olten two and less olten still 
four. The ground-colour varies from almost white to a pale grey 
stone, occasionally tinged with faint green, yellow or reddish. 
The primary markings consist of specks and small blotches of pale 
greyish or yellowish brown, scattered all over the surface but 
frequently more plentiful at the larger end, where ou a few eggs 
they form a ring or cap. Typically they are very pale eggs and 
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V , “ } ° r ncM - y niarked ' hundred eggs 

aveiage 21-1 x 14-/ mm.: maxima 22 6 x 14-4 and 22'3 x 15*7 mm - 
minima 19-4x 14-6 and 20-5 x 13 9 mm. ’ 

OP 5 bit , S ' . Thi ? ^ found everywhere on barren plains and 
ft eutl } sloping hillsides where there is little vegetation but many 
snues oi much sand and it also frequents dried mud-flats 

li'nnnf ! g ., ae8 ' Jt is P robabl J resident between 11,000 and 
7.13 being found in Summer breeding up to 16,000 feet 
but ln VVmter it descends a little lower and a few birds find their 
way into the plains, though never in the vast flocks such as those 
in winch c. braefiydactyla collects at this season in North-West 
t ndm. It is said to be a very bold little bird, running rapidly 
about and feeding on microscopic’seeds within a very few yards 
°, the watcher, and occasionally stopping to mount some small 
stone or shrub and give forth its rather sweet, but weak and 

and a °Z S t tkl r K ng - -J” W '? W * " ^ in flocks 

and at that time to be wilder and more difficult to approach. 

Genus ALAUDULA. 

^?x M Blyth H MS f j & M °° re ’ ° at MUS> K L Co - b > P- 471 (1856, 
Alaudula ray tat Blyth. 

The genus Alaudula differs from Calarulrella in haying much 
shorter inner secondaries; the bill is also more slender. & 


Key to Species . 

4, Wing under 85 mm. 

B. Wing over 85 mm. 


A. raytal , p. 329. 

A . rufescens, p. 332. 


Alaudula raytal. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Bill at front about 11 to 12 mm. 

B. Bill at front about 10 mm. or less ... . . 


A. r. raytal) p. 329. 
A. r. a dams i, p. 331, 


(1225) Alaudula raytal raytal. 

The Ganges Sand-Lark. 


Ala"du raytal Blyth, J. A. S. B. xiii, p. 062 (1844) (Lucknow) 
Alaudula raytal. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 330. 


Vernacular names, lietal (Hind.). 

Description. Upper plumage brownish-grey with dark brown 
central streaks; central tail-feathers grey-brown edged with 
ulvous-white; lateral tail-feathers dark brown, the outermost 
u ith all the outer web and half the inner web next the shaft white, 
t ho penultimate with nearly all the outer web white; wings like 
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the back; lores, cheeks and supercilium white; ear-coverts pale 
brown with grey streaks; lower plumage dull white, streaked 
finely on the breast with dark brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill horny-brown, with a 
yellow' or green tinge, the tip almost black ; legs and feet fleshy- 
yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 74 to 83 mm.; tail 41 to 47 mm.; 
tarsus 19 to 20 mm.; culmen about 11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Northern Lidia from the North-West Provinces 
to Bengal; Barnes recorded it from Jjajputana and Hume from 
the Nerbudda. In Burma it occurs from the extreme North on 
the big rivers South to Thayetmyo. 



Fig. 69.—Head of A. r. raytal . 


Nidification. This little Lark breeds on the sandy banks and 
islands of big rivers and the larger of their tributaries. It is not 
to be found either on the faster running waters of the upper 
readies nor on the shores where they run down to the sea, though 
it does occur on the vast, almost, bare, sand-banks in the brackish 
water of the Megna and ot her of the great tidal rivers of Bengal. 
Sand and very scanty vegetation combined with the vicinity of 
water that is not turbulent seem to be the essentials for their 
nesting sites. The nest is generally a very flimsy affair, more 
rarely a comparatively well-built one; grass wound round the 
inside of some small natural hollow is all the material used, 
whilst all the protection asked for is a tuft of withered grass, a 
stone or piece of fallen timber in a waste of sand. Where 
tamarisk bushes grow these are often built under, but, on the 
other hand, the nests are occasionally placed beside a tuft of grass 
so stunted and poor that as a shield from the sun it is worthless. 
The bird is a very close sitter and only scuttles off the nest when 
the intruder almost steps on her, or she sometimes continues to 
sit, a little grey patch, invisible against her grey background, until 
he passes by. The eggs are two or three in number; in shape 
long ovals rather pointed at one end and in colour pale grey 
or yellowish-white, with pale specks, freckles or small patches of 
sandy-grey, grevish-brown, or pale reddish-brown. Twenty eggs 
average 20*1 x 146 mm.: maxima 21*0x14*1 and 20*2x15*0 
mm.; minima 180X 13 9 mm. 
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The usual breeding-season is March ami April, before the rivers 
begin to rise, but Dr. Coltart took eggs in Bihar in July. 

Habits. The Ganges Sand-Lark is found only in the kind of 
country in which it nests and never seems to wander far from t he 
rivers into adjoining fallow land or land on which dry crops are 
just appearing. In green crops or damp pasture-land it is never 
seen. It is a resident bird but sometimes collects in small flocks 
during the Winter, though often even then still found singly or 
in pairs. Its flight is not very strong and it does not soar, but it 
utters its few pleasing and musical notes as it flits from one 
hummock, or from one sand-bank, to another. 

(1226) Alaudula raytal adamsi. 

The I nous Sand-Lark. 

Alauda adamsi Hume, Ibis, 1871, p. 405 (Agrore Valley). 

Alaudula adamsi . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 331. 

Vernacular names. Retal (Hind.). 

Description. Differs in no way from the Ganges Sand-Lark 
except in having a smaller, more slender bill. If a series of the 
two birds are laid alongside one another, this race shows a very 
faiut vinous tinge above, which is absent in the Ganges bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. The same as in A . r. raytal , perhaps a little 
larger. Wing 74 to 88 mm. ; eulmen 10 nun, or less and finer 
than in the Ganges Sand-Lark. 

Distribution. Sind and the Punjab, East to the Jumna. 

Nidification. Very similar to that of the Ganges Sand-Lark 
hut it sometimes breeds in the sandy Sind deserts well away from 
any river, the nest being placed in a hollow under a Salsoja bush* 
a plant which grows commonly round about Karachi and else¬ 
where in desert country. The eggs are not distinguishable from 
those of the Eastern form and, like them, are very glossless. 
Eorty eggs average 19*0x14*2 mm.: maxima 21*2x14*5 and 
19*7x15*0 mm.: minima 17*7 X 14*4 and 17*8 X 13*4 inns. Most 
eggs are laid in April, a good many in March and a few in May. 

Habits. Very similar to those of the preceding bird but it 
seems to keep less strictly to rivers and their adjoining country 
and, also, it is found right down to the sea-coast and all along 
the shores. This difference is, however, due to the fact that we 
have sandy shores on the West coast, muddy ones on the Eu 9 t> 
of India. Both this and the last race are tame, confiding little 
birds, very active on their legs though so feeble on the wing 
compared with other species of this family. 


i 
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Alauclula rufescens. 

Alauda rufescens Vieill. Nouv. Diet. d’Hiet. Nut. xxix, p. 516 (1819). 

Type-locality, TVnerifl'e. 

The typical nice is a rufous-tinged bird, very different from 
•either of our races. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Above darker and more boldly streaked . . A. r. 

B. Above paler and less boldly streaked. A. r. seebuhvn, p. • • • • 

(l±i~) Alaudula rufescens persica. 

Sharpe’s Sa.nd-Lark 

Alaudula persica Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. o90 (1890) (Nina in 
Persia) ; Blanf. & Oates, li, p. 331. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage and wings pale sandy- 
brown faintly tinged with fulvous and with broad central bro 
streaks; middle pair of rectrices sandy with darker centres 
lateral tail-feathers dark brown with narrow sandy-fulvous elites, 
the penultimate pair white on the outer web and the outer in os 
pair white on the outer web and on the inner web next the aha , 
lores, indistinct supercilium, cheeks and ear-coveits pat u , 
lower plumage buffy-white, more tinged with fulvous on the 
breast and flanks and streaked with brown, boldly on the bieast, 
faintly on the flanks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris grey-brown or brown ; mil «>™y- 
grey, darker on the culinen and yellowish below , e 0 . 
fleshy. 

Measurements. Wing 86 to 105 mm.; tail 60 to (i mm., 
tarsus 20 to 22 mm.; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. Breeding in South-East Persia to Afghanistan. 
Wintering in North-West India in Sind. 

Nidification. Nothing on record. A pair of eggs in my 
collection taken by Barnes near Peshawar, Afghanistan, on the 
1st of May are similar to those of the Ganges and Indus band- 
Larks but are a little more definitely yellowish m tint. 

Habits. As far as is recorded similar to those of other Sand- 
Larks but a frequenter of open sandy or stony wastes rather 
than the sandy banks and islands of rivers. J here are specimens 
in the British Museum collected in Sind during the Win er, so 
presumably this race is more or less migratory. 
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( 1 - 28 ) Alaudula rufescens seebohmi. 

v I 

Seeboiim’s Sand-Lauk. 

Alaudula seebohmi Sharpe, Cat. B. M. xiii, p. 590(1890) (Turkestan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird but a little paler 
and less distinctly streaked. They also display a faint vinous 
tinge never seen in A . ?\ persica. The bill is much finer than in 
that bird. 

Colours of soft parts as in A . r. persica . 

Measurements. Wing 85 to 94 mm.; tail 61 to 06 mm.; tarsus 
20 to 21 mm.; culmen 9 to 10 min. 

Distribution. East Turkestan; Yarkand, Kashgar and Aksu * r 
North-West Frontier Province. 

Nidification. There appears to be nothing on record which 
definitely refers to this race. 

Habits. Those of the species. 




Genus MIRAFRA. 

Mirafra Horsf., Trans. Linn. Soc., xiii, p. 159 (1820). 

Type, Mirafra javanica Horsf. 

In the genus Mirafra the bill^ is short and stout with the 
nostrils fully exposed; the wing has two primaries of which the 
first varies between half and two-thirds the length of the second, 
while the second almost reaches the tip of the wing; the third 
and fourth and sometimes the fifth are longest and snbequal; the 
hind claw is as long as, or longer than, the hind toe and is slightly 
curved. 

i 1 

Key to Species. 


A. Inner web of outer tail-feathers largely 

white or very pale rufous. 

a. Above sandy rufous. M. cantillans, p. 884. 

b. Above very dark rufous . M. javanica, p. 335. 

B. Inner web of outer tail-tenthers all brown. 

<\ Rufous on inner and outer webs of 

primaries separated by a brown band . . M. ass arnica, p. 33(5. 

d. Rufous on inner and outer webs of 

primaries coniluent . XI. erythroptera , p, 340. 


The position of M. cantillans is a little doubtful as it only 
differs from the javanica group in degree, or depth, of coloration 
and not at all in pattern of colour or in any other respect. There 
is, however, a very wide geographical area, between these two iu 
which there is no representative form and, as there is an equally 
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bio- corresponding gap in the two decrees of colour, it seems 
justifiable and convenient to accept the two as species, tlie con¬ 
necting links, if any ever existed, having been eliminated. 


(1229) Mirafra cantillans cantillans. 

Thu Singing Bush-Lark. 

Mirafra cantillans Jerd., Blyth, J. A. S. B. f xiii, p. 960 (1644) 
(Bengal) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 233. 

Vernacular names. Aghun, Agkin (Hind.); Burutta pitta^ 
Aghin pitta (Tel.). 

Description. Whole upper plumage dark brown with rufous 
lateral margins and very pale sandy or whitish terminal bands , 
central rectrices brown with wide rufous edges, the next three 
pairs with narrow edges, the penultimate pair rufescent white on 
the outer web and the outermost pair all rufescent white except 
on the edge of the inner web; wing-feathers brown with uifous 



Fig. 70.—Head of M. c. cantillans . 


edges, very broad on the primary coverts, primaries and outer 
secondaries; lores and supereilium iulvous-white ; cheeks and 
ear-coverts rufous tipped with brown; chin and throat "white, 
remainder of lower plumage pale fulvous, darker on the breast 
and flanks and streaked on the former and on the sides ol the 
neck with black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; upper mandible horny- 
brown, yellowish on the commissure and lower inaudible ; legs 
and feet fleshy or fleshy-yellow. 

Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.; wing 74 to 
82 mm.; tail 47 to 52 mm.; tarsus 20 to 21 mm.; culmen about 
10 to 11 mm. 

In Summer the pale edges to the feathers get completely 
abraded and the upper plumage looks much darker and more 
rufous. 

Young birds are boldly barred above with black and pale 
fulvous and are more freely and broadly marked with black on 
the breast. 
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V ! ? Punjab, North-West Provinces, United Provinces, 

Uentia! India, Western Bengal, South to Madras on the East 
and to fravancore on the West. It also occurs in Kashmir. 

iceliinst records it as a rare resident in Lower Sind and 
Whitehead found it “ tairly numerous ” at Ivohat iu Summer 
■between l,0u0 and 2,000 feet. 1 

Nidification. The Singing Bush-Lark breeds practically 
throughout the area in which it occurs, but is very capricious in 
its selection ol: nesting-sites, breeding in numbers in some places 
and neglecting others to all intents and purposes precisely 
t he same. The nest is placed on the ground and nearly always 
m plains where there is fairly long grass, sometimes in grass 
on the sides of ravines and water-ways, very rarely. in thin bush 
or scrub-jungle. I he nest is made of coarse and fine grass, 
lined with finer grass. Sometimes it is a mere fragile cun 
more often it is well made compact and more or lesf domed’ 
the dome being constructed both with the materials forming 
the nest and with the growing grass in which it is placed The 
eggs number three or four and have an almost white ground 
faintly tinged with grey, green, yellow or buff. Most eg.ns 
are densely spotted and blotched all over with various shades 
of brown or yellow-brown others are speckled in the same 

Thev'i;; t a rZ ^ ratLer r™ b0kII >' " ,d ^lv marked! 
lliey have but -little gloss and are dull-coloured e<*o- s jsf tv 

eggs average 20-3x15-6 mm. Hume gives the exteemes J 

Tl ' T rf “ d 19 ' 2 .'T- and ot bn-adth as 16-5 and 1*7 mm 

I he breeding-season is from the middle of June, after the break 
of the rains, to the middle of September. 

Habits. The Singing Bush-Lark is found in <n-ass-land 
•cultivation and al open spaces not too arid and parclied but it 
does not frequent, stony plains and barren country. It dies 
better and higher than most of the birds of this genus, though it. 
never soars like the true Sky-Larks. Its song also, though sweeJ 
and full, cannot be compared with the song of that bird. It sings 
both on the wing and whilst seated on some bush or even on 
the ground and also when in captivity, for which reason it is a 
favourite cage-bird with Indians ; it is also said to be a very 
fine tnmne ol the soogs and notes of other birds. 


Mirafra javanica. 

Mira fra nmamca Ilorsf., Trans. Linn. Soc 7 xiii, p. 159 (1820). 
Type-locality: Java. 


The typical form differs from M.j. will,aviso,n 
more rufous above and much brighter buff below. 


in being rather 
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(1239) Mirafra javanica williamsoni. 

H' nr. Siam Singing Bush-Lark. 


Mirafra cantittans williamsoni Stuart Baker, Bull. B.O. C., xx.wi, 
p. 9,1915 (Bangkok). 

Vernacular names. Nolc-a-cliap fon lepmn (Siam). 

Description. Differs from M. c. cantittans in being very dark 
above the paler margins to the feathers being narrower and 
more rufous; the rufous of the wings is much deeper; below, 
the plumage is duller, less fulvous and more oily fulvous-grev. 

In the present bird the dark centres to the feathers ot the 
upper plumage dominate the general tone, whilst in canhUans 
the rufous margins and pale edges do so. 

Colours of soft parts as in M. c. cantittans. 

Measurements. Wing 70 to 77 mm.; tail 39 to 48 mm.; tarsus 
20 to 21 mm. : eulmen about 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. Siam. I have also received skins with nests 
and eggs from East of Myawaddy, Eastern Tenassernn, which 
are referable to this race. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the Indian Singing Bush-La lK 
but the nestis generally placed on the ground in the dry rice- 
fields in among the grass which grows up here and there after 
the rice is cut. The dome of the nesl is made, like that ot 
the preceding bird, partly from material collected by the bird 
and partly from the surrounding grass. The eggs, winch number 
three or four, are like those of its Indian cousin but as a whole 
are much more deeply marked and have a far higher gloss, 
whilst, as might be expected, they are much smaller. *iity 
eggs average 19-7x14*6 mm.: maxima 20'7 X 15-0 and -IMiX 
153 mm.; minima 17'8 X 14-3 and 18'0x 13‘9 mm. 

The principal breeding-season is from the middle ot May to 
the end of July. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird but it seems 
to be even more feeble both in flight and voice, though Herbert 
says that its song is sweet. It keeps in biaiu almost entirely 
to rice-fields in the dry season, resorting to grass, both short 
and long, during the rainy season. Herbert remarks on the 
curious manner in which this Lark, when flushed in long grass, 
flies a short distance and then hurls itself down headlong into 
it just as the Button-Quails do. 

Mirafra assamica. 

X retain the four geographical races, assamica , marionce, affinis 
and 7 nicroptera, a 3 forms of this species. M. erythroptera has 
generally been accepted as a good species on account of the 
excessive amount of rufous on the primaries. This might be 
held to be of subspecific value only but that the area ot the 
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two forms would thus overlap. It is true that the extent of 
the rufous in the wing-quills varies greatly. Thus M. a. -ajjmis 
has more rufous than M. a. assamica , and M ’. a. marionce has 
more than M . a . microptera. On the other hand, none of these 
four ever have the rufous patches on the outer and inner web 
joining one another but always divided by a brown band running 
up the shaft. Both M. a. assamica and M. e. erythropiera breed 
n the same area in Western Bengal, Bihar, etc. 



Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper parts ashy-brown with dark 

centres ; no tinge of rufous on back .. M. a. assamica , p, 337. 

B. Upper parts dark brown tinged with 

rufous . M. a. marionce , p. 338. 

C. Upper parts not very dark but very 

rufous 

a. Wing over 78 mm . M. a. affinis , p. 339. 

b. Wing under 78 mm. M. a. microptera , p. 340. 


(1231) Mirafra assamica assamica. 

The Bengal Bush-Lark. 

Mirafra assamica McOlell., P.Z.S., 1839, p. 162 (Assam); Blanf. 

& Oates, ii, p. 334. 

Vernacular names. Aggia (Hind.); Bhiriri (Bhagalpur). 

Description. Whole upper plumage ashy-brown streaked with 
black, the black streaks obsolete on the hind-neck and not 
present on the rump; tail blackish-brown broadly edged with, 
rufous, the penultimate pair of feathers with the outer web all 
of this colour and the outermost pair the same with paler brown 
inner webs; lesser wing-coverts brown edged with ashy; median 
coverts the same but sometimes tinged with rufous; greater 
and primary coverts dark brown broadly edged with rufous ; 
primaries and outer secondaries dark brown, the bases of the 
outer webs of all but the two first and the greater part of 
the inner webs chestnut; inner secondaries dark brown edged 
with fulvous-ashy; chin and throat fulvous-white; a pale to 
bright fulvous supercilium ; cheeks and ear-coverts mixed fulvous 
and brown; lower plumage dull fulvous, broadly streaked with 
black on the lower throat, breast and sides of the neck. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale brown ; bill above dark horny- 
brown, nearly black at the tip, yellowish next the gape, lower 
mandible yellowish-horny; legs and feet pinkish-brown, yellowish- 
brown or dull fleshy. 

Measurements. Wing 82 to 84 mm.; tail 45 to 50 mm.; tarsus 
24 to 25 nun.; culmen about 13 to 14 mm. 

Young birds have the feathers of the upper parts fringed 
with rufous-white and with subterminal bars of black; lower 
parts pale fulvous, streaked with black on the breast. 
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Distribution. Assam, Eastern Bengal, Bihar, Central Provmces, 
Oudli Nepal, Sikkim and the whole of the lerai from Nep 
to Eastern Assam; Cachar, Svlhet and Manipur South tt 
i ( i in p„-t Orissa In Bengal it is confined to the 
rather well-wooded Eastern districts and in Bihar is not found 

in, making Hs ne.t in the end of May tmd early 
Tune so that- the young hatch when the whole country is teeming 
with food. They probably have two broods as fresh eggs have 
been taken as late as September and early October, lhe e 
varies from a scanty pad of grass, loosely and carelessly thrown 
together, to a well-made cup with a dome made of dry and 
living grass with an entrance near the top The site selected 
either be in gras, or weeds or less o ten under a clod 
a fallen log or a pile of debris but in nearly every case it is 
well hidden. The eggs number three or four °" J p 

two and very rarely five. They are typical Larks eggs , the 
ground varies from pure white to pale grevish yellow'sh o 
at one-colour, profusely speckled, spotted and blotched .11 <»vei 
with various shades of brown, from pale ye owisi 
deep purple-black. The secondary markings are of Krey 
neutral tint. The eggs have a much more decided gloss than 
those of Anthus rufJus , with which they might well be Confused. 
Fifty eggs aierage 20*7 X 15-3 nun.: maxima 22 1x16 0 mm., 
minima 18*9 X 14 2 mm. 

Habits. This Lark is a bird of well-wooded, well-watered 
country; it is very abundant in Bengal, Assam and the low 
country at the foot of the Himalayas, extending cesser 
numbers into Bihar, Western Bengal and the Nepal Term It 
becomes numerous again in the better-wa eiet p .. 

Central Provinces. It is a tame, familiar hud and thougn 
keeps much to fairlv long grass and hushes it does sometimes 
enter compounds and is common m cultivated fields It has a 
sweet hut not very powerful song, which it sings ei • iei Sf j‘ l e 
on some bush or tall patch of grass, or as it flutters a little 
way into the air and then sails down on outstretched wings. 
It ‘never soars and its flight is neither very strong nor sustained. 
1 have heard this Lark singing on bright moonlight night 
in Bengal, a most unusual thing for any Indian bird o o un ess 
roused by some passing jackal or other vermin. 


(1232) Mirafra assamica marionsB, 

Thf, Siamese Bush-Lakk. 

Mirafra assamica mariova• Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0.0., xxxvii, 
p. 34 (1915) (Ayuthia, Central Siam). 

Vernacular names. Nok-a-chap fon lejysan (Siam). 
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Description. The Siamese Bush-Lark differs from the preceding 
bird in being less ashy above and in having a distinct rufous 
tinge to the pale edgings of the feathers of this part; the pale 
nuchal markings are also better defined. It is a much smaller 
bird wit h a curiously long tarsus. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements, Wing 75 to 80 mm.; tail 40 to 45 mm.; 
tarsus 27 to 28 mm. ; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. Siam, Cochin China and Annam. A single 
specimen from Kyauk Phyon in Tenasserim also seems referable 
to this race and it is probable that all the birds in this region 
will prove to be the same. 

Nidification. Not recorded. 

Habits. Apparently similar to those of M. a . microptera. Lt 
is >aid to have a sweet little song and to assemble in some 
numbers, if not in actual flocks, during the Winter. It keeps, 
as far as is known, to quite open grass-lands and rice-iields. 


(1233) Mirafra assamica affinis. 

The Madras Bush-Lark. 

Mirafra affinis Jerdon, Madr. Jour. Lit. Sc Sci. xiii, pt. 2, p 136 
(1844) (Goomsoor); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 335. 

Vernacular names. Eeli-chitta or Eeli-jitta (Tel.); Chirchira 
(Hind.); Leepee (Cen. Ind.); Qomaritla (Cing.); Varum padi, 
Pullu (Tam.). 

Description. Above, the prevailing tone is rufous owing to the 
edging to the leathers being wholly of this colour, so that, 
compared with either of the preceding forms, it appears to be 
a rufous rather than a grey-black bird; below, the colour is a 
much brighter fulvous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 79 to 86 mm.; tail 41 to 50 mm.; tarsus 
24 to 25 mm.; culmen 13 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Southern India from South Orissa on the East 
and from Mysore on the West. Ceylon. 

Nidification. The Madras Bush-Lark breeds in Southern 
India from March to May and in Ceylon Messrs. Wait and 
Phillips have taken or seen eggs -in situ in every month from 
January to September, April to July being the favourite months. 
The nest is just like that of M . a. assamim but is less often 
domed. In India two to four eggs are. laid, in Ceylon generally 
two only, sometimes three. They are quite indistinguishable 
from those of the Bengal Bush-Lark. Fifty eggs average 
20*6x155 mm.: maxima 23*1x15*8 and 21*9xi6*0 mm.; 
minima 18*9 x 15*7 and 19*5x14*9 mm. 
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Habits. Those of the species. It is found wherever there 
are suitable open spaces, whether of dry grass, pasture or 
cultivation, even in small patches of grass-land surrounded by 
forest. It is said sometimes to sing its sweet little song perched 
quite high up in tall trees. 


(1234) Mirafra assamica microptera. 

The Burmese Bush-Lark. 

Mirafra microptera Hume, Str, Feath., i, p. 483 (Thayetmyo) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 336. 

Vernacular names. Chinna-eeli-gitta (Tel.). 

Description. Exactly like the Madras Bush-Lark but a little 
darker and less rufous and decidedly smaller. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 67 to 77 mm.; tail 40 to 45 mm.; tarsus 
22 to 23 mm.; culmen 12 to 13 mm. 

Distribution. Chin Hills, Arakan, Central and South Burma, 
but probably replaced by marionce in Eastern Tenasserim. 

Nidiflcation. The Burmese Bush-Lark breeds from June to 
August, making a nest on the ground just like that of the other 
Bush-Larks, sometimes domed, sometimes a mere shallow cup. 
The eggs are small replicas of those of the Madras Bush-Lark 
but are a good deal darker as a series. Twenty eggs average 
19*5x14*0 mm. : maxima 215x14 5 and 21*1x15*4 mm. ; 
minima 17*4 X 14*2 and 18*5 x 14*0 mm. 

Two is the normal clutch, three being seldom laid. 

Habits. This Bush-Lark differs in its ways but little from 
any of the others. It is perhaps more often found in denser 
bush and scrub than is frequented by the other races and it 
also seems to be a more persistent singer on the wing than the 
Bengal or Madras birds are. Oates says that they often frequent 
fallow ground and Hopwood found them breeding on ploughed 
land, the nest being hidden under clods ol earth. 
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Mirafra erythroptera. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Darker and more tinged with ruddy 


above 


M.e. erythroptera , p. 341. 
M, e . sindidna , p. 342. 


B. Paler and more pure grey. les.< ruddy 
above . 


* 
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(1^35) Mirafra erythroptera erythroptera. 

The Bed-winged Bush-Lark. 

Mf f-a crythvoptera Jerdon, Madr. Jour. Lit. Sci. xiii, pt. 2, p. 136 
(1844) (.Inina, Ueccan); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 334 (part). 1 


^Vernacularnames. Jungli aggia (Hind.); 


Chinna eeli-jitta 


Description. Differs from the Madras Bush-Lark in bavin" 
the chestnut of the primaries on the outer and inner webs 
confluent instead of divided by a band of brown ; the underparts 
are a trifle less fulvous; the bill averages smaller and the hind 
ckiw shorter. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other Bush-Larks. 

Measurements. Wing 74 to 84 mm.; tail 47 to 52 mm.; tarsus 
3^ to 23nun.; culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Northern India from the Eastern Punjab to the 
Bombay Presidency, Rajputana, Deccan, Central Provinces 
Bihar and rare in Western Bengal, three specimens having 
been obtained in that Province as far East as Maubhum. 

Nidification. The Red-winged Bush-Lark breeds throughout 
the area m which it is found from May to October; in Bihar 
where it is very common, May and June are the two months in 
which most birds breed; in Deesa Butler took eggs from April 
to July, whilst Davidson in Khandesh took them in September 
and October. The site selected is sometimes in open grass-land 
or cultivation, sometimes in a ploughed field or a bare stonv 
plain almost without vegetation, at other times in bush, scrub 
or thin jungle. The nest is quite similar to that of other 
species of Bush-Lark and is generally domed and very well 
concealed. The eggs number two or three, very seldom four, 
and, though ITume says they sometimes lay five eggs, such 
a number must be exceptional. In appearance they do not 
(lifter from the eggs of other Bush-Larks but, typically, the 
markings are smaller and more numerous. Fifty eggs average 
19*5x 14-6 mm.: maxima 212xl3-8 and 20 ; 0xl5-5 mm • 
minima 17*9 x 14*0 and 20 x 13*6 mm. 

Habits. The Red-winged Bush-Lark is a bird of the dry 
areas of Northern India in the Central North, the Bombay 
Presidency and the rest of its range as given above, the 
Bengal Bush-Lark taking its place in the wetter districts of 
the North-East, though the ranges overlap in a wide area, 
whilst the Sind Red-winged Bush-Lark takes its place in the still 
more dry portions of the West and North-West. In its habits 
it differs but little from tbe other Bush-Larks but is a rather less 
familiar bird and keeps much more to thin bush- and scrub- 
covered country rather than to tbe quite open plains. It has the 
same habit of rising some distance into the air on fluttering 



wings, singing as it does so, and then slowly descending to earth, 
its wings stiffly outspread and showing very red in a bright light. 
It rests both on the ground and on bushes etc. but feeds almost 
entirely on the former. It is said to be a shy, retiring bird, 
seeking shelter directly it knows it is being watched. 


(1236) Mirafra erythroptera sindiana. 

The Sind Red-winged Bush-Lark. 

Mirafra erythroptera sindianus Ticehurst, Bull. B. 0. C., xli, p. o*> 
(1920) (Karachi). 

Mirafra erythroptera. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 334 (part). 

Vernacular names. Jungli aggia (Hind.). 

Description. Similar to the preceding bird but paler and greyer 
above, less ruddy : below, paler on the axillaries, under wing- 
coverts and flanks and less reddish-bay on the wing-feathers. 

Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in the Bed-winged 
Bush-Lark. 

Distribution. Sind and the Punjab; Jodhpur East to Etawah. 
Ticehurst says : u I have traced it from the Habb River on the 
Baluchi Frontier to Kotri on the Indus, and Blanford found it 
East of Umaket towards the Rajputana boundary.” 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding subspecies. The 
breeding-season lasts from early April to August and Ticehurst 
records seeing young, apparently just on the wing, in November. 

Habits. 44 It is very definitely a bird of very sparse desert 
scrub-jungle, where scattered Euphorbias (‘ Cactus ’), together w ith 
a little desert-grass and stunted Acacias and Camel-thorn bushes, 
save an otherwise bare desert from being a howling wilderness o! 
rock and sand. (Outside such haunts I never met- with this 
species, unless it was in similar but rather thicker jungle.” ( Tice¬ 
hurst). 


Genus GALERIDA. 

Oalenda Boie, Isis, 1828, p. 821. 

Type, Galerida cristata Linn. 

In this genus the bill is long and powerful and the nostrils are 
covered by short plumelets; the head is furnished with a thin 
but long crest; the wing has ten primaries, of which the first is 
very small, the second reaches nearly to the tip of the wing, and 
the third, fourth and fifth are subequal and longest; in a few 
* individuals the second equals the third ; the hind claw is about 
the same in length as the hind toe and very straight. 
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Key to Species. 

A. Bill at frout over 12-5 mm.; general colour 

•above grey-brown. 

B. Bill at front under 12-5 mui. • generai 

colour rufous. 

a. Wing under 90 mm.; pectoral streaks 

tew and narrow. 

b. Wing over 92 mm. ; pectoral streaks 

numerous and broad . 


G. crist at a, p. 343. 


G. deva, p. 347. 

G. malabarica , p. 348. 


Galerida cristata. 

Alauda cristata Linn., Syst. N«it., lOtli ed. i, p. 160 (1758). 
IVpe-locality : Vienna, Austria. 


Key to Subspecies . 

A. Generally smaller; wing under 105 mm. 

a. Paler and more grey ; wing under 

102 mm.*. 

b. Darker and more rufescent; wing under 

106 mm. r 

D. Generally bigger; wing over 105 mm. 


G, c. chcndoola , p. 343. 

[p. 346. 

G. c, leautunyensis, 

G. c. mayna , p. 345. 


diffirmlt% 1 I th - • V '. m f r nu, § es overlapping, it is extremely 
(lilhcult to discriminate between the various races of this Lark. 

r i om an examination of the material in rhe British Museum, there 
would seem to be three fairly well-marked races which occur in 
ndia: i. e., a small rather paler form breeding in the plains of 
indm with a wing between 93 and 101 mm.; another small but 
darker form breeding from China to Tibet with a wing between 
. ww.; and, finally, a larger and paler form breeding 

in Central .Asia to the boundaries of India on the Baluchistan 
am Afghan frontiers with a wing nearly always over 105 and up 

" 1/ mm. In all three races, however, we.get exceptional birds 

during the Summer months and, therefore, apparently in their 
proper breeding-range, which eit her exceed or are below' the limits 
o measurements here given. It may be that with more breeding 
material better definition of the races w ill be possible. 


( 12 .B ) Galerida cristata chendoola. 

Franklin’s Crested Lark.. 

^NeSudt;^ Franklhl ' P - Z “ S ” 1831 > P- HO (Ganges and 
Galerita cristata. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 337 (part). 

Vernacular names. Chendul ( I Iind.); Chgndul, Jutu-pitta (Tel.). 
Description. Upper plumage sandy-brown with broad mesial 
streaks of black or blackish-brown; central tail-feathers lightbrown, 
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edged still paler ; lateral feathers darker brown, narrowly edged 
with fulvous; penultimate feathers with broader pale edges and 
the outermost feathers nearly all of this colour and almost black 
on the inside of the inner web; wing-coverts and quills brown 
edged with sandy-brown, the latter rufous on the bases of the 
inner webs; lores brown; feathers round the eye and small 
supercilium white ; ear-coverts and cheeks fulvous-white mottled 
with brown; lower plumage white, faintly tinged with fulvous, a 
little stronger on the breast and flanks, the breast boldly streaked 
with dark brown and the flanks with fainter streaks, sometimes 
almost entirely absent: under wing-coverts and axillaries rulous- 
pink. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown; bill yellow- 
horny, darker on the culmen: legs and feet pale brown or 
yellowish-brown. 



Fig. 71 . — Head of G. c . chcndooln. 


Measurements. Total length about 185 mm.; wing 93 to 
101 mm. (one 105 mm.); tail 65 to 75 mm.; tarsus about 22mm.; 
culmen 13 to 14 mm. 

Young birds have the upper parts barred with white with sub¬ 
terminal bars of blackish ; below white with a few blackish 
streaks on the breast. 

Distribution. Sind and North-West India to Sambhur and to 
Raipur in the Deccan and Rajputana; East to Oudh and Bihar. 
Birds from the Persian Gulf and Mesopotamia are all magnet . 
Ticehurst considers that Harington's, Whitehead’s and Magrath’s 
records of Crested Larks in the Kurram Valley at 7,000 feet, 
refer to this race but the birds seem to be nearer magna . 

Nidification. This Crested Lark is resident and breeds freely 
throughout its range from April to June, less often in March and 
occasionally, perhaps a second brood, in July. The nest, like that 
of all Larks, is placed in a depression in the ground under the 
shelter of a tuft of grass, a stone, clod of earth or fallen branch, 
etc. It i s cup-shaped, never domed, and is sometimes a very 
poorly-built shallow affair, sometimes quite a well-built cup. It 
is made almost entirely of fine grasses, but is nearly always lined 
with a little w ool, hair, col ton-down or the flowering ends of 
grasses. The eggs number three or four and in shape are broad 



ovals with a close and often glossy texture. The ground-colour 
is a very pale yellowish-stone, rarely tinged with reddish or 
greenish" The primary marks are of various shades of light 
brown or reddish-brown, the secondary are of purple-grey and 
neutral tint and both consist of fair sized blotches rather than 
specks and freckles as they are in other Larks’ eggs, some eggs 
being quite boldly marked. In most eggs they are scattered, not 
very thickly, over the whole surface, being rather more numerous 
at the larger end, where they may form a ring or cap. Fifty eggs 
average 21-5 x 16-4 mm.: maxima 23*5 X 16*2 and 22-0 X 17'3 mm. ; 
minima 19*8 X 16T and 22*0 x 15*3 mm. 

Habits. Franklin’s Crested Lark is a resident species, being 
found wherever there are wide open plains of scant vegetatiou or 
ploughed land without any great growth of crops. In habits it 
comes half-way between the Bush-Larks and the Sky-Larks. It 
soars like the latter and sings whilst doing so, though both flight 
aud song is but a feeble imitation. It never, however, flutters 
into the air as the Bush-Larks do, first rising more or less perpen¬ 
dicularly and then sailing down on stiffly-spread wings. Nor docs 
it perch on bushes or elevated positions but both rests and feeds 
entirely upon the ground. It is a favourite cage-bird and thrives 
well in captivity, its seed diet being then varied with a little 
parched or dry millet and soft “ snttoo.” 

(1238) Galerida cristata magna. 

Hume’s Crested Lark. 

Galerita irwyna Hume, Ibis, 1871, p. 107 (Yarkand). 

Galerita cristata. Jihinf, Sc Oates, ii, p 337 (part). 

Vernacular names. Chendool (Hind.). 

Description. Differs from Franklin’s Crested Lark in its larger 
size. It is, perhaps, on the whole a little more reddish above and 
a trifle deeper fulvous below. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 106 to 117 mm.; tail 78 to 89 linn.; 
tarsus 23 to 24 mm. ; culraen about 15 to 16 mm. 

Distribution. Transcaspia, Mesopotamia, Persia, Turkestan, 
Afghanistan, Baluchistan and the mountains of the frontiers of 
North-West India. 

Nidification. Hume’s Crested Lark breeds from Transcaspia as 
far South as the North-West Frontier of India. Whitehead and 
Haring ton found it breeding abundantly at about 7,000 feet in the 
Khagan and Kurratn Valleys and Befcham records that it breeds 
in great numbers round Quetta. The nest differs in no way from 
that of Franklin’s Crested Lark but the bird generally selects 
even barer and more stony wastes and hillsides, though it 
manages to conceal its nest very successfully among the roots of 
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tufts of coarse grass. The eggs number three to five in most of 
the countries it inhabits but in Persia the clutches frequently 
number six and here the nest is nearly always placed in fields of 
high corn where it is very hard to find. In colour, shape and 
character the eggs resemble those of the preceding bird but are 
considerably bigger. Sixty eggs taken in Mesopotamia and on 
the Indian Frontier average 22*6 X 17*1 nun., whilst 100 taken in 
Persia average 22T x 17*0 mm. Maxima 24*2X 10*7 and 24 Ox 
18*4 mm. 5 minima 20 0x16*9 and 21*1x15*3 mm. lno 
breeding-season is from early x\pril to the middle of dune, most 
eggs being laid in late April and early May. 

Habits. This form of Crested Lark is migratory in its habits, 
great numbers visiting Sind and the North-West of India in 
Winter, arriving in the middle of October and leaving in the 
|atter half of March. Even during this season they seem more 
exclusively birds of desert country rather than of cultivated 
tracts, although many birds must come from the Persian high¬ 
lands, where they frequent corn- and wheat-fields. Iloth^ flight; 
and song seem to be superior to those of our Indian Plains birds, 
though in no way approaching those of the Skylark. They feed 
on seeds of all kinds and, Petherick says, very largely on small 
gra<s-buds and young wheat-shoots. # 

This, ns well as the other subspecies, is said to be an excellent 
mimic, copying the notes of many other birds. 


(1239) Galerida cristata leautungensis. 

The Tibet Crested Lark. 

Alauda leautungensis Swinh., Ibis, 1861, p. 256 (Leautung, W. 

China,). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very similar to Franklin's Crested Lark but rather 
darker and more rufous above and below. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 96 to 105 min.; culmen about 13 to 
14 mm. 

Distribution. Tibet, the mountains of North-West China to 
N.E. Chihli. It does not appear to be found in Ladakh or 
Western Tibet. 

Nidification. La Touche found this Crested Lark breeding in 
North-East Chihli; it certainly breeds in Kansu and Setchunn 
and is verv abundant in South Tibet. In this latter country it 
breeds between 12,000 and 14,000 feet on the barer and more 
stony plateaus, making a nest and laying eggs which are indis¬ 
tinguishable from those of G. c. rrnxgna. Forty eggs average 
22*4x16*6 mm.: maxima 24*2x15*9 and 23*2:xl7*7 mm.; 
minima 21*0 x 16*0 and 22*0x15*3 mm. 


GALERIDA. 


347 


The breeding-season is rather protracted and I have eggs taken 
from the 3rd of May (Shanhaikuau) to the let of August 
(Gyantse, Tibet). 

Habits. Those of the species. This form is very doubtfully 
migratory ; I obtained individual specimens in Cachar and Sylhet 
and Coltart obtained one in Lakhimpur, all in January, whilst 
La Touche also obtained a couple of specimens one winter in the 
foothills of North-East Chihli. It doubtless moves vertically 
with the seasons but possibly not to any great degree. 

(1240) Galerida deva. 

Sykes’s Crested Lark. 

Alaudu deva Sykes, 1\ Z. S., 1832, p. 92 (Deccan). 

Galerita deva. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 338. 

Vernacular names. Chinna chandool (Tel.). 

Description. Lores and supercilium pale rufous ; whole upper 
plumage and wing- feathers rufous with broad blackish-brown 
centres; the upper tail-coverts more rufous and with the dark 
centres concealed ; tail dark brown edged with rufous, the outer¬ 
most feathers nearly all rufous and the penultimate with the outer 
webs all rufous ; cheeks and ear-coverts mixed brown and rufous ; 
under plumage, under wing-coverts and axillaries rufous, a few 
dark streaks on the breast and on the sides of the chin and throat. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill horny-brown, 
blackish on the culmen and yellowish below ; legs and feet pale 
yellowish-brown. 

Measurements. Wing79 to 88 mm. ; tail 45 to51 mm. ; tarsus 
18 to 19 min.; culmen 11 to 12 mm. 

Young birds have the feathers of the upper parts edged with 
white and with subterminal black bars: the underparts are paler 
than in the adult. 

Distribution. Eastern Punjab, United Provinces, Central India, 
Cutch, Bujputana, Bombay Presidency South to Mysore on the 
"West and Madras on the East . 

Nidification. Sykes's Crested Lark breeds principally after the 
break of the rains in June up to the middle of October but over 
much of the area it inhabits it appears to breed also, though less 
regularly, in April and May, more especially in the South-Western 
districts. The birds select either dry open plains or well-drained 
cultivated country as sites for their nests, building them in small 
natural depressions under tufts of grass or bushes, under which 
they are nearly always well concealed. T)ie nests themselves are 
rather shallow, loosely-made cups of roots and grass or coarse 
fibre, the lining being of finer grass-bents and roots. J he number 
of eggs laid Neither two or three, though once General Bet-ham 
found four in a nest at Poona. The ground-colour is a very pale 
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stone, in some eggs practically white, in others tinged with yellow, 
grey or dull pink; most eggs are freely speckled all over with 
pale yellowish- or greyish-brown, often forming a denser zone at 
the larger end. A minority of eggs are more boldly marked all 
over, less densely and with larger darker spots of blackish-brown 
or purple-brown. In these latter the secondary markings of pale 
grey or neutral tint are more obvious. Forty eggs average 
19*9x14*6 mm.: maxima 23 0 X 15*1 and 19*8 x 15*4 nnm; 
minima 17*5 x 14*0 and 18*3x 13*3 mm. 

Habits. This little Lark is a bird both of sandy plains with but 
scant vegetation and of better cultivated land covered with crops 
and pasture. It sings both whilst flying and when seated on the 
ground and has a sweet song which makes it a favourite cage- 
bird with Indians. It is a much more rapid runner on the ground 
but in other respects is very much like the true Skv-Larks in its 
habits. 


(1 -41) Galerida malabarica. 

The Malabae Chested Lake. 

Alauda malabarica Scop., Del. Flor. et Faun. Insubr., p. 94 (1786) 
(Hal abar). 

Galerita malabarica. Blank & Oates, ii, p. 339. 

Vernacular names. Ohinna chamlool (Tel.). 

Description. Very like Sykes’s Crested Lark but much larger ; 
the underparts are nearly always paler with the centre of the 
abdomen whitish ; the breast is heavily streaked with blackish ; 
under wing-coverts, axillaries and the rufous parts of the tail 
much deeper. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill horny-brown 
aoove, yellowish or whitish-flesh below with a dark tip; legs and 
feet livid fleshy. 

^Measurements. Total length about 155 mm.; wing 92 to 

mm. : tail 55 to 60 mm.; tarsus about 22 mm.; culmen about 
II to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Western India from Guzerat to Travancore; 
Ahmadabad ; common over the greater part of the Deccan. 

Nidification. fhe Malabar Crested Lark breeds from July to 
October, generally alter the first burst of the rains, when a little 
grass and other vegetation has sprung up in this otherwise very 
bare ground it so often selects as a home. A few birds breed in 
June also, and in the Nilgiris they breed twice, first in Februarv, 
March and April and again from August to early October. In 
these hills and in the other hill districts of Southern India it 
certainly ascends as high as 5,000 feet to breed and probablv con¬ 
siderably higher. The nest is much like that of Sykes's Creste 
Lark but whilst the nest of the latter bird is almost invariably 
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my well bidden, the nest of this bird is often quite open aud 
exposed although partly sheltered from the sun by a stone, clod 
of eaith or bush. The eggs number two or three and do not 
differ from those of the preceding bird except in being rather 
1 a „ r 5f r ' , ^7 eggs average 22-0 X 16-0 mm.: maxima 241 x 
/ 0and 23*6x17*3 mm.; minima 19-0x14-8 and 21#x 14*3 mm. 

Habits. The Malabar Crested Lark frequents any kind of open 
country, bare laterite table-land, open sandy wastes, grass-covered 
hillsides or well-cultivated land round villages. It sings both 
when soaring in feeble imitation of the Skv-Lark or when perched 
”!! °! J iear _tke ground. Miss Ooekburn, who thought that in the 
iNilgiris this Lark never sang on the wing, writes: “He sits on a 
stone or the stump of a dead tree while performing his part in 
the general concert. With dropping wings and tail erect he con¬ 
tinues turning round and strutting about until his song comes to 
a close, which it seldom does before he has imitated the peculiar 
song or call of every bird and beast that may come within reach 
of his most wonderful ear ” Miss Cockburn says of a bird she 
vep in a cage that it exactly reproduced sounds so contrasted as 
the neigh of a horse and the shrill wail of the Kite. 
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Genus AMMOMANES. 

Ammomanes Cab.. Mus. Hein. Th. i, p. 125 (1850). 

Type, Ammomanes cleserti Licht. 

The genus Ammomanes is represented in India by two species 
of very rufous-coloured Laras. In this genus the bill is thick 
slightly curved and has the nostrils covered by small plumes • the 
wing has ten primaries, of which the first'is about one-third 
the length or the second, the second is about 6 mm. shorter 
than the first and the third, fourth and fifth are longest and 
subequal; the hind claw is about equal to the hind toe and not 
much curved. 


Key to Species. 

A. Tail deep rufous, tipped with black _ 

B. Tail brown throughout, tinged with 

rufous .. 


A. phamicura , p. 349. 
A . deserti , p. 35*2. 


Ammomanes phoenicura. 

Key to Subsjiecies. 

A. Larger, wiug over 100 mm. A . p. phonicura, p. 350. 

B. Smaller, wing under 100 mm... A. p. zarudnyi , p. 351. 
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(1242) Ammomanes phoenicura phcenicura. 

The Indian .Rufous-tailed Finoh-Laek. 


Mirafraphcenicura Franklin, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 119 (Ganges, Calcutta- 
Benares). 

Ammomanes phoenicura. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 339. 


Vernacular names. Aggiya , lletal (Hind.); Ambali-jori - gaclu , 
Dowa-pitta (Tel.). 

Description. Lores dusky; an ill-defined supercilium pale 
rufous; whole upper plumage, lesser and median wing-coverts 
dark brown, with obsolete paler edges and darker centres showing 
more definitely on the crown; rump and upper tail-coverts deep 
rufous ; tail deep rufous with broad blackish-brown tips ; greater 
coverrs dark brown edged with sandy-rufous; quills dark brown 
edged externally with sandy-rufous, the inner secondaries tipped 
with rufous and all the quills with broad rufous margins to the 
inner webs ; ear-coverts and sides of head mixed rufous and 
brown; lower plumage, axillaries and under wing-coverfcs deep 
rufous; the throat and upper breast paler and streaked with 
black. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark horny-brown, 
fleshy on the base of the lower mandible; legs and feet pale fleshy 
to fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 100 to 107 mm.; tail 49 to 59 mm.; 
tarsus 22 to 23 mm.; culmen about 13 to 14 mm. 

Distribution. Northern India West of a line drawn from the 
Bann of Cutch to Delhi, East to Dinapore in Eastern Bengal with 
the Ganges as the Northern boundary and South to Mysore and 
Travan core. 

Nidification. This Finch-Lark is one of the most consistent 
and regular of all Larks in its breeding habits. Occasionally eggs 
may be found in February and equally seldom in late May, 
March, April, and the first week in May being the period during 
which nine out of every ten eggs are laid wherever they may be. 
In Sholapore and Poona Davidson found the nest built in holes 
in banks of rivers and ravines but the favourite site undoubtedly is 
a depression, either natural or scraped out by the birds, under a 
<;lod of earth in a ploughed field. At other times it is made 
under shelter of a stone or rock or, more rarely still, under a 
bush or among the roofs of grass. Often this Finch-Lark makes 
its nest on the ground where there is no hollow but in such cases 
it builds up a little retaining wall of small stones all round the 
nest, a characteristic of other species of Finch-Larks also. The 
nest varies considerably; when placed in a hole in a bank it is 
well made and thickly lined with wool, hair or other soft 
material; when placed under a clod or other shelter it is more 
•shallow, and is roughly put together of grass and roots and thinly 
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lined with wool etc. The eggs number three or four, sometimes 
two only, and are typical Larks’ eggs. The ground varies from 
pure white, which is exceptional, to pale yellowish or greenish 
stone-colour covered, generally rather densely, with tiny blotches 
and freckles of reddish- or yellowish-brown with secondary or 
underlying marks of neutral tint and lavender. In some eggs 
the markings form a dense ring round the larger end and less often 
an irregular cap. Fifty eggs average 21 - 2 x 15'7 mm.: maxima 
23 - 2xl5 - 8 and 23’0xl6'5 mm.; minima lJMxlo’Iand 21-2 x 
14 3 mm. 


Habits. This Finch-Lark frequents open country of any kind 
so long as it is sufficiently dry; its favourite resorts, however, are 
dry ploughed fields and fields from which the crops hate been cut 
but in which the stubble is still standing. It feeds largely on grass- 
seeds but it also eats small grain freely and it has been recorded 
as frequenting fields of high-growing millet and feeding upon the 
ripe crop. Its song is pleasant but poor and ill-sustained and, 
such as it is, is uttered from the ground or from a bush or hillock. 
When displaying during the breeding-season it flutters almost 
straight into the air for a few feet and then descends, uttering a 
soft whistling note, its wings spread and feathers distended. 



(1243) Ammomanes phcenicura zarudnyi. 

The Persian Rufous-tailed Finch-Lark. 

Ammomanes cindura zarudnyi Hartert. Bull B 0 C \ii n 
(1902) (E. Persia). ‘ * *’ ‘ ’ 1 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A much smaller bird than the preceding one and 
distinguished at once by its much paler coloration, the lower 
parts being a creamy-rufous. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Indian race. 

Measurements. “5 mm. longer than in A . m. arenicolor , wino- 
92-97 mm.” (Hartert). 

Distribution. East Persia to Baluchistan. Two specimens with 
wings of and 92 mm. sent me from Quetta, Baluchistan, are 
both of this race. 

Nidification. Similar to that of the preceding form but it is 
more of a desert bird, breeding on rocky barren hillsides and 
stony wastes. 

Habits, l.his race of Pinch-Eark keeps more exclusively to 
deserts and stony hillsides than the last and is but seldom seen 
in crops or cultivated country. With this exception its habits 
do not differ from those of the Indian form. 
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Ammomanes deserti- 


Alauda deserti Licit., Verz. Doubl. Mus. Berlin, p. 28 (1823). 

Type-locality: Egypt. 

The typical form is very close to our Indian bird but is paler 
and with even less well-defined streaks on the throat and breast. 

(1244) Ammomanes deserti phoenicuroides. 

The Indian Desert Pincii-Lark. 

Mirafra phoenicuroides Blyth, J. A.S. B., xxii, p. ~>&-> (1 S5^») 
(Kashmir). .. 

Ammomanes phoenicuroides. Blank & Oates, 11 , p. o4U. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage pale earthy-brown tinged 
with pinky-rufous on the upper tail-coverts and, in some specimens, 
showing ‘faint streaks of blackish on the crown; tail brown, 
edged with fulvous and tinged with rufous at the base and with 
the whole of the outer web of the outermost leathers pale rufous- 
pink; wing-coverts and quills light brown edged with pale 
fulvous ; the inner bases of the primaries and nearly the whole or 
the inner webs of the secondaries rufous ; lores brown, the lores 
and the eye surrounded by white ; cheeks and ear-coverts greyish- 
brown ; chin, throat and upper breast fulvous-white, indistinctly 
streaked with dark brown; remainder of lower plumage dull 
greyish rufous-pink; under wing-coverts and axillaries rulous- 
pink. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale brown to hazel ; bill above dark 
horny-brown, yellowish or pale horny-yellow below; legs an 
feet pale yellowish-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 95 to 105 mm. ; tail 65 to 69 mm.; 
tarsus 22 to 23 mm.; culmen 13 to 15 mm. 

Distribution. Kashmir, N.W. frontier Province, Punjab, kind, 
Afghanistan, Baluchistan, Mekran Coast, Muscat. It straggles 
into the Plaius in Winter as far as Jacobabad, Bohri and Sukkui. 

Nidification. Currie found this bird breeding in some numbers 
on the rocky limestone hills near Kerman as well as in the desert 
country in their immediate vicinity. It breeds commonly in Sind 
in the stony foothills of the North; Magrath took its nest near 
Khar on the Afghan Frontier and Cock, Buchanan and others 
took many nests and eggs round about Nowshera in the Punjab. 
The nest itself is like that of the Rufous-tailed Finch-Lark, and 
like that bird the Desert Finch-Lark makes a neat- little encircling 
wall of small stones round its nest to retain the materials in 
position. It seems to keep almost entirely to barren hilly country 
in the breeding-season and selects very desolate rocky sites for its 
nest, which is usually built under the shadow of a rock or boulder. 
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The eggs number three or four and are like those of the Indian 
Rutous-taiied Finch-Lark but generally decidedly less reddish- 
brown in general tint. Sixteen eggs average 22 : lxl6-4 mm.: 
maxima, 232 X 17'0 aim.; minima 19 3x15-0 mm. The breeding- 
season is from the middle of March to the middle of May, a few 
eggs being laid up to the middle of June. 

Habits. This is not a migratory Lark but in Winter a few 
birds wander some distance into the plains from the hills where 
they breed. It is purely a desert form and is rarely seen in 
cultivation, living almost entirely on the seeds of grass and desert 
plants. Ticeliurst thinks that it never drinks, as he never saw it 
visit the water-holes where various other birds came to drink. 
Its actions on the ground are strong and quick but its flight is 
leeble and ill-sustained. The sor 4 g is pleasant but weak and is 
said to be uttered both on the wing and on the ground. 


Genus PYRRHULAUDA. 


Pyrrhulauda Smith, Ill. Zool. S. Africa, pt. vi (1839). 
Type, Pyrrhulauda australis Smith. 


1 he genus Pyrrlmlauda contains certain small Finch-Larks in 
which the sexes are dissimilar. 

wif thls the bill is very short and deep with the culinen 

well rounded; the nostrils are densely covered with plumelets- 
die wing has ten primaries, of which the first is very small not 

exceeding the primary coyerts, and the second, third and lo’urth 

aie longest and subequal; the hind claw is short and well curved. 


Key to Species. 

A. Lower surface blaclrisli. 

a. Forehead and crown ashy-brown. 

b. Forehead white, crown blackish.* ’ ’ 

B. Lower plumnge not blackish. 

c. Upper plumage greyish-brown ........ 

d. Upper plumage sandy-grey.' 


P. grisea, p, 358. 

P. frontalis, p. 355 . 

P. grisea, $, p. 354. 

P frontalis, 2 , p. 356. 


(1245) Pyrrhulauda grisea. 

The Ashy-crowned Finch-Lark. 


Alauda (/risen Scop., Del. Flor. et Faun. Insubr. ii 
(no locality) (Giuge, South Arcofc District). 
Pyrrhulauda grisea. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 341. 


p. 95 (1786) 

\ 


Vernacular names. Duri, Dabkah-churi, Jathauli 

S'* h 1 p rai \,P^p-chata (Bong.); Poti-pichilce , Ph/ada- 

jnchke (Pel.); Gotowh ( Mir-shikan, Bihar); Gomuritta (Cing.); 
Vctnnam path, Pullu (Tam.). v b ' 
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Description.— Male. Upper plumage ashy-brown, each leather 
margined with pale grey; forehead and crown appearing much 
paler owing to the dark bases being concealed; tail dark brown, 
the central tail-feathers very broadly edged with whitish-brown 
or white; outermost tail-feathers dull white on outer web and 
whitish-brown on terminal half of inner web; wing-coverts and 
quills dark brown edged with pale grey, almost white on the 
former; lores, face, a broad supercilium to the nape, chin, throat, 
sides of neck, breast, abdomen and under tail-coverts dark ctioco- 
late-brown, the head-parts practically black; ear-coverts and 
cheeks white mixed with fulvous; sides of body ashy-grey mixed 
with dark brown; axillaries and under wing-coverts deep chocolate. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown : bill bluish tlesh-colour 
to pale plumbeous; legs and feet livid to brownish-fleshy. 

Measurements. Total length aboui 135 mm.; wing <4 to 
79 mm.; tail 41 to 46 mm.; tarsus 15 to 16 mm.; ctilinen 9 
to 10 mm. 



Female. Has the black of the head and lower parts replaced by 
pale brownish-fulvous; the grey margins to the upper parts are 
less obvious and the forehead is no paler than the back; the 
fore-neck, breast and flanks are faintly streaked with darker 
brown. 

Nestlings are more rufescent above ancl each featliei has black 
marginal bars; the feathers of the wing are broadly edged with 
pale rufous and the lower parts are dull tulvous, marked with 
brown on fore-neck and breast. 

Distribution. The whole of India, except the Isorth and West 
Punjab, from the Himalayas to Ceylon and from bind to extreme 
Eastern Bengal and Assam. 

Nidification. The breeding-season of this little Finch-Lark is 
very extended, but there seem to be two periods during which 
most broods are raised. The first is from February to earl) May 
before the rains commence and the second from August to 
October, but eggs have been found in practically every month ol 
the year. In Ceylon the season seems to be more restricted, eggs 
nearly always being laid from the middle of April to early July. 
The nest is just a little cup made of fine grasses and often lined 
with wool, cotton-down or the flowering ends ol grasses. Like 
all the Finch-Larks there is nearly always a small wall oi stones,. 
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drj earth, bits of brick or some other similar material placed 
round and often also under the nest, but a feature of this little 
nest is its extraordinary neatness, so that, as Wait remarks, they 
look like the perfect hemispherical sockets in a bagatelle board 
Usually they are built under the protection of a tuft of grass or 
weed but sometimes they are plaoed well out in the open with no 
protection whatsoever. The eggs generally number two, but 
three is not uncommon and I have one of four in mv collection 
taken bv Currie at Bolaram. They are like the eggs of the other 
Finch-Larks but typically longer in shape and more yellowish- 
brown in tone as a series. One hundred eggs average 19-1 x 
13-7 mm.: maxima 202 X 145 mm. and 19‘8 x 147 mm° minima 
16 0 x 13-2 and 17 - 0 x 12-5 mm. 


Habits. This little Lark is found wherever there are wide open 
spaces not too wet, for it frequents alike sandy uplands, cultivation 
and grass-lands. Wherever found it is resident, though it may 
move locally from some of its more low-lying haunts during the 
wettest season. It is a very active little bird on the ground but 
not strong on the wing, though during the breeding-season it 
constantly soars into the air for a short distance, singing as it 
does so and then drops almost perpendicularly to earth^again. 
It feeds principally on grass-seeds but, like so many other seed- 
and truit-eating birds, will greedily eat termites when these are on 
the wing. 


Pyrrhulauda frontalis. 

Pyrrhulauda frontalis Bonaparte, Consp. Av., i, p. 512 (1850) 
Type-locality : Africa. 

The typical African form differs from our Indian bird in its 
paler, more sandy upper plumage, especially marked in the female 
lhere are also other minor differences. 

(1246) Pyrrhulauda frontalis affinis. 


The Indian Black-crowned Finch-Lark. 

Pyrrhulauda affinis Blyth, Ibis, 1867, p. 185 (Madras, in errors ■ 
Karachi, Ticehurxt). 

Pyrrhulauda melanauchen. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 343. 

Vernacular names. Duri, Dabhak-churi (Hind.). 

Description -Male. Forehead white ; whole crown and nape 
chocolate-black; remainder of plumage like that of P m* but 
paler and more sandy-grey; the ear-coverts are nearly pure white 
Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill pale horny, darker on the 
cu I men, paler and bluish on the lower mandible: legs and feet 
pale whity-brown. ** 

Measurements. Wing78 to 83mm.; tail 46 to 49 mm.;tarsus 

lb to w mm.; oilmen 10 to 11 mm. 
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Female. Similar to that of the preceding bird bur paler and more 
sandy above and with the lower breast and abdomen almost pure 
white; the streaks on the lower plumage are still more indistinct. 

Young birds are paler and more sandy above than are those of 
P. grisea. 

Distribution. Sind and the Punjab, as far East as the Jumna. 

Nidification. Exactly the same as that of the preceding Finch- 
Lark. Scrope Doig found the Black-crowned Finch-Lark breeding 
in large numbers in Sind, evidently in communities, for in one 
place in the desert about 10 miles from Narra he found over 
twenty nests with eggs. Here a considerable growth of grass 
had sprung up after some local rain and the birds had taken 
advantage of this to build their nests, placing them on the North 
side of tufts of grass so as to shelter them from the hot winds. 
They seem to lay only two eggs and the breeding takes place, 
according to Scrope Doig, in February and early March, the end 
of May and early June and, again, in August and September. 
Lindsey Smith and Ticehurst both found it breeding about May 
in the sand-hills near Karachi. The eggs are not distinguishable 
from those of the Ashy-crowned Finch-Lark. 

Habits. “ It is a true desert bird and moves about locally as its 
food-supply becomes exhausted; this consists of seeds of desert- 
plants, chiefly grasses. It is a sociable bird, even in the breeding 
season flocks of ten to fifty individuals being often met with. It 
is somewhat local in its distribution and, unless one knows a 
favoured spot, one may wander far and never see it at all. It is 
resident, 

“The male has a typical Lark-like soaring flight.” ( Ticehurst .) 
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Family ZOSTEROPID^E. 


The birds of this group—in India all belonging to the one 
genus Zosterops —have beeu included by various authors and 
ornithologists in different families, though they are undoubtedly 
difficult to place definitely in any one of these. The genus has 
external and superficial characters which would seem to ally it 
with many other families but these are accompanied bv so many 
contradictory characters in our Oriental species that it is advisable 
to place it in a family by itself. 

In our Oriental species of Zosterops the bill is slender and small 
and about half the length of the head ; the culmen is curved 
throughout its length, the edges of the commissure are smooth 
and the nostrils are covered with a large membrane; the tarsi are 
long and fairly stout but not adapted to terrestrial habits ; the 
tongue is protractile and furnished with two brushes of curiously 
stiff, horny fibres. 

The wing is long and of ten primaries, the first very minute but 
alwavs visible if carefully searched for ; the tail is short and 
square, varying in length in the different species. 

\ 

Genus ZOSTEROPS. 

Zosterops Vigors & Horsf., Trans. Linn. Soc., xv, p. 235 (1827). 

Type, Zosterops coerulescens Lath. (Australia). 

The numerous races into which each species of Zosterops is 
divided often approach extemely closely subspecies of other 
species, which renders a clear description of them very difficult. 
The characters used in the key given below will, however, 
probably suffice to enable the student to discriminate between 
them. 


Key to Species . 


A. Chin and throat bright yellow. 

a. Abdomen entirely grey, or with a mere 

trace of yellow. Tail long, 33 to 37 mm.: 

black strongly suffused with green .... Z. palpebrosa , p. 358. 

b. Abdomen with yellow central streak. 

Tail short, 30 to 32 mm. , practically a,ll 

black with but little tinge of green.... " * ' “34. 



c. Abdomen yellow all over. 

13. Chin and throat pale lemon-yellow 


C. Chin and throat dark greenish-yellow .... Z. ceylonensis , p. 366. 
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Zosterops palpebrosa. 

Key to Subspecies . 


A. Nu yellow streak down centre of ab¬ 

domen. 

a. Culmen 11 mm. or over. 

a'. Upper plumage greenish-yellow, the 
green tint dominant but not dark.. 

b\ Upper plumage darker greenish- 

I). Culmen 10 mm. or under. 

c'. Upper plumage greenish-yellow, the 
yellow dominant; breast and flanks 

grey. , . 

d '. Upper plumage btill brighter ; breast 
and flanks very pale .. 

B. A yellow streak down the centre ot the 

abdomen . 


Z. p. palpebrosa, p. 358. 
Z. p. nicobariensisj p. 3(52. 


Z. p. elwesij p. 3( 0. 

Z. p. eyreyia , p. 361. 

Z . p. cacharensiSy p. 361. 


(1247) Zosterops palpebrosa palpebrosa. 

The Indian White-Eye. 

Sylvia palpebrosa Temm., PI. Col., 293, tig. 3, 1824 (Bengal; 
Cuttack, Orissa). 

Zosterops palpebrosa. Blanf. Oates, i, p. 214 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 



Fig. 73.—Head of r Z. p. palpebrosa . 

Description. A ring round the eye white; lores and a patch 
under the eye black; whole upper plumage, wing-coverts and 
edges of wing-quills bright golden greenish-yellow ; wing-coverts 
on concealed portions and inner webs ol primaries and secondaries 
blackish-brown; chin, throat and extreme upper breast bright 
yellow, the colour of the breast grading into the pale grey of the 
lower breast and flanks; abdomen paler and, in some specimens, 
smeared with bright pale yellow ; under tail-coverts yellow ; tail- 
feathers dark brown edged with yellowish-green and the central 
pair suffused with the same, axillaries and under wing-coverts 
silky-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris golden-brown to hazel ; hill black, 
the base of the lower mandible bluish-plumbeous ; legs and feet 
dark plumbeous or bluish-slate, the claws dark brown. 

Measurements. Total length about- 120 mm,; wing 52 to 
57 mm.; tail 33 to 37 mm.; tarsus about 15 mm. ; culmen 11 to 
12 mm. 
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Distribution. Bengal, Orissa, E. Central Provinces and {South¬ 
ern India, including all the hilly countr} T from Mysore Southward 
both to the East and West. 

Nidification. Over the greater portion of its range the Indian 
White-Eye breeds in the months of April, May and June but 
nests with eggs in them have been taken in every month from 
January to September. In the Nelliampathy Hills Kinlocli found 
them breeding freely in March whilst in the Nilgiris most eggs 
are laid in .February and March. They build in gardens and 
compounds, open country with scattered bushes and hedges, thin 
secondary jungle in deserted cultivation and also, though less 
often, in small patches of evergreen-forest. The site selected 
varies greatly ; many nests are built on bushes quite low down, 
between three and six feet from the ground ; others are on taller 
trees and bushes up to some twenty feet or so, whilst in a few 
instances they may be built in lofty trees over fifty feet from the 
ground. Wherever they are built they are, in nine cases out 
of ten, placed in small horizontal forks, these being wound round 
with the material so that the nest hangs as a cradle between. 
The nest itself is a beautiful, deep little cup, very neat and com¬ 
pact, made of soft shreds of grass, tow-like fibre and pliant roots, 
more or less mixed with down, moss, spiders’ egg-bags, etc. and 
always well finished off with a quantity of spiders’ webs. The 
lining is of the finest dry grass-stems or grass ends. The number 
of eggs laid is generally two, less often three. In colour they 
vary from a faint skim-milk blue to a blue almost as dark as that 
of a Hedge-Sparrow’s egg but they fade very quickly after they 
are laid and still more quickly once they are blown. The surface 
is close and fine but, normally, quite glos>le>s and there are ne>er 
any markings. Forty eggs average 15*4 x 11*5 mm: maxima 
18*2 x 12*0 and 17*2x12*1 mm.; minima 13*5x10*9 and 14*6 x 
10*3 mm. 

Habits. The Indian White-Eye is common throughout the 
Plains and ascends the hills of Southern India to their summits. 
It frequents practically any kind of open country and is quite 
common in the smaller sholas , or spinneys, which fill the bottoms 
of so many of the hollows in the Nilgiri Hills. It is never, 
however, found far in the interior of the bigger forests. In the 
non-breeding season it associates in flocks of some size, searching 
tor its insect-food in the branches of the higher trees. Here it 
flutters from one branch to another, now probing some flower for 
tiny insects, now clinging to the under surface of a twig and 
exploring the lower sides of each leaf for its prey. Whilst thus 
engaged jt certainly does look very much like a Titmouse bub it is 
even more active and certainly more restless than the Tits 
are. The only notes I have heard them utter is a constant 
twittering when hunting in flocks and a rather shrill little trill, 
only indulged in when the birds are in pairs and breeding. Their 
•diet is exclusively insectivorous. 
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(1248) Zosterops palpebrosa elwesi. 

The Nobtheun White-Eye. 

Zosterops palpebrosa elwesi Stuart Baker. Ibis, 1922, p. 145 (Sik¬ 
kim). 

Zosterops palpebrosa. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 214 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs From Z. p. palpebrosa in being very much 
brighter above, more yellow and less green as well as decidedly 
smaller. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 49 to 53 mm.; bill 8 to 9*5 mm. (in one 
10 mm.). 

Distribution. West-Central Provinces, Rajputana, North-West 
India and Himalayas to East Assam, North 8han States and 
Kauri-Kachin Hills. 

Nidification. The principal breeding months of this W hite-Eye 
are May and June, but in Assam Coltart and 1 found more nests 
in July and August after the first heavy rains had fallen. Casual 
nests may also be taken in other months but the season does not 
seem to be so prolonged as that of the preceding race. The nest 
is similar to that oF the Indian White-Eye and, like that oF 
that bird, may be found at any height from one to sixty feet from 
the ground but, undoubtedly, most birds build between three and 
five feet up in bushes. A curious nest recorded by Marshall ^as 
lined with feathers but this was quite abnormal, the usual lining 
being of fine grass or fibres as in the nests of the other races. 
The number of eggs laid is generally three, often two or four. In 
appearance they are indistinguishable from those of the other 
races and one hundred eggs average 15*0x11*6 mm: maxima 
17*2x12*0 and 15*2x12*3 mm.; minima 13*9x11*1 and 14*3x 
10 9 mm. 

Thompson found this little bird feeding its young on the ripe 
fruit of a bush locally known as Khoda or Chumroor (Ehretia 
brevis ), a very curious trait in an insectivorous species. 

Habits. The Northern White-Eye is resident throughout the 
plains of Northern India and in Summer a large number of birds 
breed in the Himalayas up to at least 7,000 feet, both Dodsworth 
and Jones having taken many nests in Simla and the adjacent 
States. About M ilssoorie they are common up to 5,000 feet and 
round about Murree up to 6,000 Feet or over. In the Winter 
they collect in flocks, like the other subspecies do, and they differ 
in no way from them in voice, flight or food. 
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(1249) Zosterops palpebrosa egregia. 

The Small Ceylon White-Eye. 

Zosterops ec/regia Madarasz, Ann. Mus. Budapest, ix, 1911, p. 422, 
r pi. xvi, fig. 1 (Ceylon). 

Zosterops palpelrrosa. Blanf. k Oates, i, p. 214 (part). 

Vernacular names. Mall-kuiraba (Cing.). 

Description. Very similar to the preceding race but rather 
larger and much paler, almost albescent below ; the upper plu¬ 
mage is still more yellow, the rump and forehead being practically 
pure yellow. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 54 to 56 mm.; culmen about 9 to 
10 mm. only. 

Distribution. Ceylon and the Laccadives. 

Nidification. According to Wait* the breeding-season of this 
bird is “mainly from June to August ” but Stewart took several 
nests in May also. Wait says that “ The nest is a dainty little 
cup of tendrils, fine grass stalks, and moss, woven together with 
cobwebs and generally lined with a little vegetable down. It is 
placed in the slender fork of a small branch about six to twenty 
feet from the ground. It lays either two or three eggs, generally 
the former, which are of the usual pale blue. AVait’s eggs average 
15 7x11*6 mm. but eleven eggs in my own collection average 
only 15-2x11-4 mm.; maxima 16-1 x 12-1 and 15*5 x 123 mm.; 
minima 14-1x11-3 and 1 4-6x10*7 mm. 

Habits. \ ery similar to those of the other races of this species. 
It is a sociable little bird, feeding among the higher branches of 
trees in flocks of some size. Its diet is mainly insectivorous but T 
according to Wait, it also feeds on buds and flowers ; possibly the 
greater part of the latter is consumed together with the insects 
which infest them but some part at least of the White-Eye’s food 
seems to be vegetarian. The Small Ceylon White-Eye is found 
practically throughout the plains of Ceylon, ascending the hills up 
to some 4,000 feet. It frequents both forest and open country ; 
the wildest parts of the former and gardens, compounds and 
villages alike. 

(1250) Zosterops palpebrosa cacharensis. 

The Cachar AVhite-Eye. 

Zosterops palpebrosa cacharensis Stuart Baker, Ibis, 1922, p. 144 
(Gnnjong, N. Cachar). 

Zosterops palpebrosa . Blanf. k OatesJ i, p. 214 (part). 

Vernacular names. Daotisha-gophu-pi (Cachari). 

Description. Closely resembles the typical form but is smaller 
and has a distinct yellow streak down the centre of tho abdomen. 
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In this respect it is very like the pale Southern form of aunventns 
but has the long greenish tail of this group. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris bright hazel; bill bluish-plum¬ 
beous, darker on the culmen and black at the tip: legs and ee 
bluish to dark plumbeous ; the claws dark horny-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 49 to 54 mm.; culmen about 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Assam, South of the Brahmaputra Itiver, Mani¬ 
pur, Lushai, Tippera, Chittagong and the Cbm Hills. 

Nidification. The Caehar White-Eye breeds from the end of 
April to the end of June and, normally, never seems to have two 
bipods. It breeds from the level of the Plains up to at least 
6,000 feet, making a nest which in no way differs from thatot tiie 
other races except, perhaps, in having more soft grass and less 
other material in its composition. As a rule it builds low down 
in bushes, more often than not less than five feet from the ground 
but occasionally at great heights. The eggs number tlu '® e or 
four : I have once seen five, and two only are sometimes incubated. 
Sixty eggs average 14'8xll‘6 mm.; maxima 15 7X - ■iik 
15*1 x 12'3 mm.; minima 13'5 X 11*2 and 14'3 x 10‘6 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species. This White-Eye frequent® 
almost any kind of country, evergreen-forest, grass-lands, turn y 
dotted with oak and other deciduous trees, bamboo-jungle, the 
dense scrub-jungle which grows up in abandoned cultivation and 
also gardens and orchards. Perhaps its favourite resorts ate 
forests where there are flowering trees and gardens full ol flowers ; 
doubtless these are also the favourite haunts of so many insects 
upon which it feeds. The natives keep these little birds as pets 
and in captivity they are fed largely on plantains, bone .me 
mashed rice .and sugar and millet but they soon die ll not given 
a little meat or insect-food. 

(1251) Zosterops palpebrosa nicobariensis. 

Tim Nicobar White-Eye. 

Zosterops nieobariensis Blyth, J. A.S. B., xiv, 1845, p. 563 (Nicobars)# 
Zosterops palpebrosa. Bianf. & Oates, i, p. 214 (part). 


Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very similar to Z . p. palpebrosa from Southern 
India but much darker. The bill is as large as in that form. 
I cannot separate Richmond's Z. venirdlis from Car Nicobar from 
this race. 

Colours of* soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 52 to 55 mm. ; culmen 11 to 12 mm. 
Distribution. Andamans, Nicobars and Car Nicobar. 
Nidification. Similar to that of the other subspecies. Messrs. 
Anderson, Wickham and Osmastori took nests in May but the 
last-mentioned says that they are generally late breeders and 
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that most eggs are laid in June and July. Two only are laid. 
Eleven eggs average 15*9x12*2 mm.: maxima 16*5x12*0 and 
16*0x12*5 mm.; minima 14*9x12*0 and 16*3x 11*9 mm. 

Habits. Those of the species generally. A common bird in the 
Andamans and especially round Port 'Blair. The “ intestines *' of 
a bird dissected by Blyth contained numerous hard black 
seeds about the size of No. S shot. 


Zosterops simplex. 

Zosterops simplex Swinhoe, P. Z. S. 1863, p. 203. 

Type-locality : China. 

The typical form differs irom the Burmese bird in being rather 
darker above and in having a rather larger bill. 


(1252) Zosterops simplex peguensis. 

The Pegu White-Eye. 

Zosterops palpebrosa peguensis Stuart Baker, ibis, 1922, p. 144 
(Mouimein). 

Zosterops palpebrosa. Blanf. cS; Oates, i, p. 214 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from all the preceding forms of Zosterops 
in its very pale lemon-yellow throat and under tail-coverts. 
From Z . s. simplex it differs in its much brighter upper parts as 
well as in having a smaller, less coarse bill. In colour it is like 
the palpebrosa group but much darker above, where it is olive- 
green rather than olive-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 58 mm. ; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Southern Burma from Pegu North and Ea 9 t 
to Karenni and Maymyo. Birds from Siam, Yunnan, to 
Hainan and Formosa are referable to Uobiuson and Kloss’s 
Z . s. williamsoni , a rather darker bird above and pure white below. 

Nidiflcation. Two nests taken by Macdonald near Thavetmvo 
on the 17th and 26th of June are described by him as exactly 
like those of the Indian White-Eye, They contained 3aud4 eggs 
respectively. Twenty eggs taken ly Mackenzie and Macdonald 
average 15*6 x 1 L*8 mm.: maxima 17*0 X 12*0 and 16*7 X 12*2 mm : 
minima 14 0x11*0 and 11*3x10*4 mm. The eggs are of the 
same pale blue colour as those of the other races. 

Habits. Similar to tfiose of the other White-Eyes but it is 
rather more exclusively a forest bird than most. 
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(1253) Zosterops siamensis. 

The Siamese White-Eye. 

Zosterops siamensis Blytli. Ibis, 1867, p. 34 (Siam); Blanf. & Oates, 
i, p. 216. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from all other species of Indian Zosterops 
in having the whole lower plumage bright yellow ; the auxiliaries 
and under wing-coverts are yellowish-white; there is the usual 
white eye-ring and black loral patch and the upper plumage is 
bright olive-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris pale yellowish-brown ; bill black, 
the base of the lower mandible bluish-slaty; legs and teet 
bluish-plumbeous. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 53 mra.: tail 36 to 37 mm.; 
tarsus 15 to 16 mm.; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of Burma from Mt. Victoria in the 
Chin Hills to Southern Tenasserim, Siam and Cochin China. 

Nidification. Two nests taken by my collector in Tenasserim 
were built on high trees in comparatively open grass-country. 
The nests were the usual neat little cups made of grass, moss and 
roots, mixed with a curious fibrous material which looks like shreds 
of the inner bark of some tree. The whole of these materials are 
matted with spiders’ webs. The two nests were taken on the 
24th and 27th March and contained, respectively, three and 
four eggs which are of the usual colour and description, measur¬ 
ing about 14-9 x 11*5 mm. 

Habits. Davison found these birds both in the Mangrove- 
swamps about Thaton and again at the top of Muleyit Mountain. 
Like the Indian White-Eyes it was associating in flocks and 
hunting the higher branches of the trees for food. It apparently 
avoids the interior of the forests, keeping either to the outskirts 
or to clumps of trees on the grass-lands. Its constant little 
twitter is said to be just like that of Z, p. palpebrosa. 
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Zosterops aureiventris. 

Hartlaub’s name lateralis , although long antedating Hume’s 
name aureiventris , cannot be used for this bird as it is preoccupied 
by Latham’s Sylvia lateralis , applied by him to the bird now 
known as Zosterops coerulescens. Hume’s name therefore stands. 

Key to Subspecies ♦ 

A. Flanks definitely pale grey: yellow on 

abdomen extensive ........ . Z. a. aureiventris, p. 365. 

B. Flanks almost white; yellow on abdomen 

less extensive. Z. a. mesoxantlia , p. 365. 
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(1254) Zosterops aureiventris aureiventris. 

Hume’s White-Ete. 

Zosterops aureiventer Hume, Str. Featli., vi, 1878, p. 519 (Tavov). 

Zosterops aureiventris. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 215. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from all forms of palpebrosa in its short 
black tail, measuring 20 to 32 mm. as against 34 to 37 mm.; 
the green margins to the tail-feathers are absent or obsolete, so 
that the tail is practically wholly black; there is a definite broad 
yellow streak down the centre of the breast, and abdomen and the 
flanks are pale grey, albescent where they meet the yellow stripe. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel or brown; bill plumbeous, 
the tip and culmen almost black; legs and feet dark blue-grey. 

Measurements. Wing 51 to 52 mm.; tail 30 to 32 mm. • 
tarsus 14 to 15 mm.; culmen 10 to 11 mm. 

Distribution. “ A coastal form ranging from Teuasserim alon<* 
the coast of the Malay Peninsula to Banka, and possibly Java 
and the low country of Eastern Sumatra ” ( Robinson fKloss) 
1 cannot separate buxtoni from the typical race. The type 
specimens are beached by being in spirit but other specimens 
are in no way different from the Tavoy birds. 

Nidiflcation. A series of eggs taken for me by Hellow near 
Perak are not distinguishable from those of the other species of 

, Twent y m* a^age 15-5x11-8 mm.: maxima 
16 3 x 12-1 and minima 141 x 11 3 mm 

They breed from February to May but principally in the latter 
month. Ihe nests were all taken from bushes or'trees standing 
1,1 , “ secondary growth of deserted cultivation; some 

weie built in low bushes and some in high trees up to 30 feet 
tro.n the ground The nests which were sent me are like those 
et the Indian W hite-Eye, very neat little cups of grass, roots and 
cotton down felted together with spiders* webs. 

Habits. PracticaHy nothing recorded but apparently they do 
•not aitier from those of the other White-Eyes. 
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( 1255 ) Zosterops aureiventris mesoxantha. 

The Hakes White-Eye. 

An "' “**• ,5v - amm - is89 . 
Zosterops aureiventris. Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 215 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A trifle darker than'the preceding bird and with 
the abdomen' 67 ** appears a,so to have less yellow on 
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Colours of soft parts as in the other forms. 

Measurements as in the preceding race. 

Distribution. The mountains of Central and Eastern Burma 
from Karenni to the extreme South and also the mountains of 
Southern Siam South to Selangor. 

Messrs. Robinson and Kloss have pointed out that the 
apparent overlapping in area of the two supposed forms of 
aureiventris is due to one being a bird of the lowlands and sea- 
coasts and the other a bird of mountains of some height. If this 
is remembered it seems possible to separate the two, though not 
verv satisfactorily. Z. taJianensis becomes, however, a synonym 
of this form. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. This seems to be a form of aureiventris restricted to 
the higher mountains. The series collected from Kareuni were 
all obtained at 4,700 feet upwards. Beyond the fact that they 
keep to heavy forest nothing has been recorded as to their habits. 



(1256) Zosterops ceylonensis. 

The Large Ceylon White-Eye. 

Zosterops ceylonensis Holdsworth, P. Z. S., 1872, p. 459, pi. xx, 
fig. 2 (Ceylon) ; Blanf. & Oates, i, p. 215. 

Vernacular names. Mutl-kurrala (Cing.). 

Description. A small ring round the eye white; lores dusky 
black, generally produced back as a black line under the eye; 
whole upper plumage, wing-coverts and edges of quills and tail- 
feathers olive-green, with a slight yellow sheen on the upper 
tail-coverts and rump ; chin, throat and upper breast dull oily- 
yellow, shading into the green of the sides of head and neck; 
lower breast and abdomen greyish-white, paler in the centre 
and often with signs of a yellow streak; under tail-coverts 
yellow; axillaries and under wing-coverts yellowish-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-yellow, light brown or 
reddish-brown ; bill black, the base of the lower mandible pale 
slaty; legs and feet pale plumbeous-grey or bluish-slaty. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 59 mm. ; tail 39 to 43 mm.; 
tarsus about 17 to 18 mm. ; culmen about 11 to 12 mm. 

Distribution. Ceylon, in the hills above 1,500 feet. It has 
been recorded from the Nilgiris by Mr. D. G. Hatchwell, who 
says that he saw several birds of this species and shot one 
(Journal Bombay Nat. Hist. Society, xv, p. 726.) This record has 
never been confirmed by further specimens being obtained in that 
naturalist-haunted district and was probably due to a wrong 
identification. 

Nidification. Wait says that this White-Eye breeds in March, 
April arid May and that the nest and eggs closely resemble those 
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oP the Small Ceylon White-Eye, the eggs averaging 16- x 

lo o Uim ‘ m? hree eggs , m m - v °' v " collection average 16-4 x 
12^ mm They were taken at an elevation of about 4,500 feet 
on the 7th March. 

Habits. Legge says that this bird is common on the hill- 
ranges over 4,000 feet, still numerous down to 3,000 feet and 
that it is found on various Coffee Estates down to 2 000 and 
once was obtained at 1,500 feet. Wait, however, says that it 
may be considered rare below 3,000 feet. The birds' frequent 
both the interior and outskirts of forests and well-wooded tracts 
and seem to be very common in rubber- and tea-plantations at the 
higher elevations. They collect in flocks in Winter though 
Holdsworth believed these to consist of males onlv, the females 
remaining solitary at this time. They frequent the highest trees 
and lowest bushes alike and Legge savs that their' food very 
argely consists of buds. They are extremely active energetic 
little birds, constantly on the move and adopting a very follow 
uiy-leader mode of progression through the forest. They are verv 
bold and fearless and I saw them feeding within a few feet of 
me at Nuwara El.ya, quite undisturbed by my presence and 
constantly uttering a rather loud chirp, quite different from the 

W1 t e' P P,R ° r mUS twittering cal1 of Small Ceylon 
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Family CHALCOPARllU^i. 

This family contains a single genus of one species which seems 
to show affinities, structural and biological, with several other very 
divergent families and it is therefore difficult to know exactly 
•where to place it. In its breeding habits it is very close to the 
Sunbirds, Nectariniidee , its nests and eggs being in many respects 
very like those of the genus Cyrtostomus ; the tongue, however, 
is bifid and is provided with a little brush on each tip. It is 
divided from the Dicceidce by having no serrations on the edges 
of the mandibles. Like Zosttrops it is gregarious,haunting bushes 
and flowers in its search for its insect-food but its nidification 
is utterly different. On the whole a position between the 
White-Eyes, Zosteropidce , and the Sunbirds, Kectcivbiiidce, seems 

most suitable. . 

In the Chalcopariida ? the wing has ten primaries, the first equal 
to half the second, which is shorter than the third ; the fourth and 
fifth are longest but very little longer than the third ; the hill 
has the culmen and commissure gently curved throughout but 
the lower line of the lower mandible practically straight; the tail 
of twelve feathers is very slightly graduated; the tarsus is short 
and scuteUated; the tongue bifid and furnished with little tufts; 
the sexes are dissimilar. 

Genus CHALCOPARIA. 

Chalcoparia Cabanis, Mus. Hein., i, p. 103 (1850). 

Type, Chalcoparia pheenieotis Temm. = singalensis Gmelin. 

The characters of the genus are those of the family. 

Chalcoparia singalensis. 

Key to Subspecies . 

A. The ferruginous of the throat deeper and 

extending on to the lower breast .... C. s. singalensis , p. 368. 

B. The ferruginous of the throat paler and 

not extending beyond the upper breast . C. s. lepida , p. 370. 

(1257) Chalcoparia singalensis singalensis. 

The Malayan Ruby-Cheek. 

Motacilla singalensis Gmelin, Syst. Nat., i, p. 964 (1788) (Ceylon, 
in errore ; Malacca, Oberholser). 

Chalcoparia pliamicotis. Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 373 (port). 

Vernacular names. Nol'-lca-tate (Siam). 
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Description.—Male. Whole upper plumage and lesser wing- 
coverts brilliant metallic green; tail black, edged with metallic 
green; median and greater coverts black, edged with the same; 
primary coverts and quills black, edged with purple; lores 
black; cheeks and ear-coverts metallic copper, bordered by 
brilliant violet-purple; chin, throat and breast ferruginous; 
remainder of lower plumage olive-yellow, darker on the flanks ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts white, tinged with yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris golden-orange to crimson; bill black, 
the gape orange and the mouth yellow; legs yellow to greenish- 
yellow. 

Measurements. Wing 51 ro 55 mm.; tail 39 to 41 mm.; 
tarsus 14 to 15 mm. ; culmen \2 to 14 mm. 



Fig. 74.—Head of C. singalensis . 


Female. Similar to the male below but duller and paler; above 
green, wings and tail black, edged with rufous-yellow on the 
primaries and secondaries. 

Young birds are like the female but have the throat and 
breast all yellow like the abdomen. 

Distribution. Burma, West and South Siam, Malay States, 
Sumatra, Java. 

Nidification. Oates and Herbert are the only ornithologists who 
have taken the nests and eggs of this bird. The latter describes 
them as follows ;—“The nest is generally built in a lime-bush, at 
about 4 to 8 feet from the ground and, when hanging beneath the 
leaves at the end of a branch, is not easily recognized as a nest. 
It is of quite a distinctive type and the six nests I have taken 
have all been exactly the same, so there is no mistaking the 
identity. The portico is a very prominent feature and is nearly 
as large as the egg-chamber. The nesting material is fibre of 
varying degrees of coarseness, that of the interior being compara¬ 
tively tine, whilst that of the outside presents quite a ragged 
appearance. Cobwebs are extensively used for keeping the 
numerous threads in their places. The breeding-season is February 
to July, so probably two broods are reared. I have found three 
lots of eggs in February and March, young in April, eggs in June 
and several lots of young in July. 

“The eggs are much elongated and slightly pyriform ovals. 
The ground is cream-colour, with a pinkish tinge in one case, and 
the greater part of the surface is mottled and clouded with pale 
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nurolish-grey. The markings are sparsely dotted about 
r , ' |LI S an d spots of purplish-black. Some eggs are finely 
freckled In purpHsh-grev, the freckling being confluent on the 
arge end, whilst another pair are heavily marked with purplish- 

;-»laek spots and irregular blurred lines. y n .q 

The eggs, now in my collection, measure from 16 0x113 mm. 

" HaMtl’^EVcheet is a bird of the plain, and lower hills 
an to about. 1,500 feet, rarely ascending as high as 2,500 feet. It 
frequents both the most dense evergreen-forest and open country 
if well-wooded and with ample cover available. About Bangkok 
Herbert found it round about the town and m the scrub-and 
bush-jungle surrounding the adjacent villages. Oates also says 

that it commonly enters compounds, »«*«**£/^Tunts for 
the non-breeding season it collects in small flocks and hunts tor 

itf insect diet both on bushes and trees. It is very active and 
quick both in flight and in clambering about trees and branches. 
On t rees its actions are similar to those of Zosterops and i adopts 
£ same TO like a.titsule. In flight it b.-J* ''>»<*»<*»** 
and, like these latter, sometimes hangs poised on wings . 
probes the flowers lor insects and hone). 


(1258) Chalcoparia singalensis lepida. 

The Inman Ruby-Cheek. 

Certhia lepida Lath., Ind. On»„ i, P . 299 (1790) (India, now 

restricted to Cachar). .. 

Chalcoparia phcenicotis. Blanf. & Oates, n, p. (P )• 

Vernacular names. Dao-tisha Sundai (Cnchan). 

Description.—Male. Similar to the preceding bird but with a 
paler Sus'hroat and breast and this colour no e* e„ch g^o 
far on to the lower breast ; the abdomen and flanks are geneia ) 
more yellow, less olive. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other race. 

Measurements. Wing 52 to 55 mm. ; culmen 1- o mm. 

Female. Hardly distinguishable from the female ofC.j . sinya- 
lewis, but generally a little more green above and with a slightly 
paler throat and upper breast. ... „ 

Distribution. The whole of the Terai from Sikkim to .astein 
Assam ; Assam South of the Brahmaputra and Munjput , PP > 
Chittagong, Dacca and Mymensingh in Eastern Benga . 

Nidification. The Indian Ruby-Cheek breeds in March and 
again in June and possiblv lias two brood* in the ) ear. 

"fa pear-shaped, domed affair with a porch over the entrance 
almost concealing it. It is made entirely of very fine him k 
fibres, I think torn from the bark oi palm-ferns, tern-iadndes 
an d maidenhair-fern stems, lined with the finest of the same 
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materials. The nest itself is compact and well built but the 
materials stick out and hang below the nest so that it looks as 
if, when first seen, it was a lump of fibre combed out. It 
measures about 120 mm. high by about 80 to 90 mm. broad. The 
eggs are always two in number and differ considerably from those 
described bv Herbert as being laid by the Malay Ruby-Cheek. 
The ground-colour is pure white but in most eggs this is almost 
•entirely obscured by innumerable freckles of dark grey which 
coalesce and form rings or caps at the larger end. They are, in 
fact, very like small eggs of the House-Sparrow but they are very 
fragile and entirely glo>sle<s. The few eggs 1 have seen average 
16*9 X 12*05 min.: maxima 18*3x12*3 mm.: minima 16*0 X 
11*7 mm. 


Habits. This beautiful little bird is resident between 1,500 feet 
and the plains adjacent to the hills but does not seem to wander 
far from the broken ground. In Cachar I found it keeping much 
to heavy forest, especially to the sides of foot-tracks, small rivers 
and similar partly-open spaces where flowers grew in the sun and 
these in turn attracted insects. At the same time the few nests 
seen were in thin scrub-jungle growing on the sites of deserted 
villages and cultivation. The Ruby-Cheek seems to be absolutely 
fearless of man and the flocks in which they collect will hunt 
diligently for food on bushes and trees within a few feet of the 
•observer. I have not heard any note other than the coustant 
twitter, not unlike that of the White-Eyes, uttered when feeding. 
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In this family the edges of both mandibles are finely and evenly 
serrated on the terminal half or third of their edges, a character 
which at once separates them from all other Passeres except the 
Dicceidce . The tongue is tubular; the bill is moderately or very 
long and more or less cylindrical; the rictal bristles short; the \\ ing 
is of ten primaries, the first small; the tail lias twelve rectrices ; 
the tarsi are slender in most though fairly long, in others short 
and stronger; they are scutellated; there is one tull moult and 
one partial in the year and the young are like the adult female \ 
the sexes are sometimes alike and sometimes dissimilar. 



\ 

Kig 75.—Bill of Avthrepfes malacensis (enlarged), to show 
serrated edges of mandibles. 


Key to Subfamilies . 

A. Sexes different; plumage of male in part 

metallic; bill slender. Nectar p. 372. 

B. Sexes alike; plumage non-metallic ... . a 0 Arachnothenncc , p. 41, 4 1. 


Subfamily NECTAKINIINiE. 

The Sunbirds of this subfamily are characterized by a slender 
bill; by the sexes being different in colour and by the males 
having bright metallic tints in their plumage whilst the females 
are dull olive-green or yellow. 

Key to Genera , 

A. Covering membrane of nostril feathered .. Cn alcostetha, p. 373. 

B. Covering membrane of nostril bare. 

a. Lower mandible distinctly curved down¬ 
wards. 

a'. Males with middle tail - feather 
lengthened; rump yellow; females 
green below. . /Ethopyga, p. 374. 
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b'. Both sexes with short rounded tails; 

females yellow below. Lkitocoma, p. 393. 

/>. Lower mandible straight or nearly so . . Anthueptes, p. 408. 


Genus CHALCOSTETHAo 

Chalcostetha Cabanis, Mus. Hein., i, p. 103 (1850). 

Type, Chalcostetha insignia Jard. = C. chalcostetha Jard. 


(1259) Chalcostetha chalcostetha *. 

Maklot’s Susbiiid. 

Nectarinia chalcostetha Jardine, Nat. His., Nect., p. 263 (1843) (E. 

Indian Is.; restricted to Borneo). 

Chalcostetha insignis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 345. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Forehead, crown and nape brilliant 
metallic green; lesser and median wing-coverts, lower back, 
scapulars, rump and upper tail-coverts the same but nearly 
always mixed with a certain amount of lilac-purple and sometimes 
principally of this colour; hind-neck and upper back, lores and 
sides ot‘ the head and neck velvety-black; greater coverts and quills 
black, edged with purple; tail blackish-blue edged with metallic 
purple ; chin, throat and upper breast metallic copper surrounded 
by lilac-purple, the latter covering the lower breast, upper abdo¬ 
men and flanks; lower abdomen, posterior flanks and under tail- 
coverts smoky-black ; pectoral tufts bright yellow ; axillaries and 
under tail-coverts smoky-black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill black ; legs and 
feet dark plumbeous to black. 

Measurements. Wing 59 to 62min.; tail 49 to 55 mm. ; tarsus 
14 to 15 mm. ; culmen about 17 to 19 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage dull olive-green,the bead browner and 
the feathers of the crown and nape edged with grey ; coverts and 
quills brown, edged with the colour of the back ; tail black, all 
but the central rectrices broadly tipped with white; chin, throat, 
sides of the head and upper breast pale grey ; lower breast, flanks 
and upper abdomen yellow, paling to whitish on the lower abdomen 
and vent ; under tail-coverts dull yellow, with broad concealed 
brown centres. , 


* Oberholser 1ms separated the form from Pagi fs. us “ smaller, female with 
back more greyish, scarcely tinged with olive-green.” I cannot separate any of 
the island birds from those of the Malay Peninsula and larger islands. The 
colour of* the back of the females varies greatly and Oherholscr does not give 
the size of his new race (Smiths. Mi sc. (.’oil. 60, p. 17, 1912). 
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Young birds resemble the female. 

Distribution. Tenasserim to Singapore, Sumatra, Borneo, Java y 
Palawan and other islands ; Siam. 

Nidification. Maklot’s Sunbird is resident throughout its range 
but there is nothing on record about its breeding. Mi. 1. 
Houwing, however; has found it breeding in great numbeis m 
Java, building its nest in nine cases out of ten at the end of a 
branch of a rubber-tree in the plantations. At other times it is 
placed at the end of branches of shrubs or low trees between four 
and twelve feet from the ground. The nest is pear-shaped and 
domed, with a porch over the entrance, and is made of small pieces 
of grass, leaves, feathers, roots and odds and ends of vegetable 
rubbish. The lining is of vegetable down, sometimes mixed with 
hair or feathers, but consisting principally of the down Iroin the 
Bombcuv. The eggs invariably number tw r o ; in ground-colour 
they are pale greenish or greyish stone-colour and they are 
mottled all over with dull pale purplish-brown with sparse spots 
and blotches of deep purple, almost black in the centre. Most 
eggs are laid in May and June but the series sent me by 
Mr. Houwing were taken in every month from April to the end 
of September. Thirty eggs average 15*0 x 11*1 mm.: maxima 
16 1 X 10*7 and 15*4 x 11*9 mm. ; minima 13*9 X 11*1 and 16*0 x 
10 3 mm. 

Habits. This Sunbird appears to be resident both in the plains 
and lower hills up to about 3,000 feet and is normally a bird of 
evergreen-forests, though it is sometimes seen in gardens, where 
the profusion of flowers entice the tiny insects on which it 
feeds. Where rubber plantations have been opened out the birds 
resort to them in preference to any other kind of country and 
find the conditions in them so suitable that they have increased 
greatly in numbers. Mr. Houwing informs me that where a few 
years ago these Sunbirds were seen in odd pairs over quite a large 
extent of count rv, numerous pairs may now be seen in the course 
of a short walk through the rubber plantations. The note is said 
to be a shrill trill and the flight and general habits are much the 
same as those of other Sunbirds. 


Genus iETHOPYGA. 

JEtlxopyya Cabanis, Mus. Hein., i, p. 103 (1850). 

Type, JEthopyga siparaja Raffles. 

The genus JEthopyga contains those Sunbirds, the males of 
which have yellow 7 rumps and the central tail-feathers lengthened 
and narrow 7 on the terminal halves. The females only differ from 
those of flie genus Leptocoma in having the lower plumage more 
green. 

In the genus JEthopygci the bill is slender and well curved 
downwards; the nostriN are covered with a bare membrane. 



Key to Species* 


A. Chin and throat crimson. 

B. Chin and throat dark, not crimson. 

a. Middle tail-feathers red . 

b. Middle tail-feathers green, or violet 

or blue. 


Ai. siparaja , p. 375. 

A£. iynicnuda , , p. 383. 


v 


a. Dark portions of crown not ex¬ 
tending to nape. 

a". Breast nearly all yellow ...... 

b". Breast nearly all flaming scarier. 
b'. Dark portion of crown extending 
to hind neck. 

c ". Crown, upper tail-coverts and 
tail steel-blue. 

a 3 . Breast black. 

b 8 . Breast yellow . 

cl". Crown, upper tail-coverts and 

tail green. 

C. Chiu and throat not metallic. 
c. No yellow band across rutup. 
c\ 1 ips of tail-leathers large, white 
and well-deliued. 
e" . Under tail-coverts greyish 
Under tail-coverts yellowish . . 
d\ Tips of tail-feathers pale and ob¬ 
solete ... 

d • A yellow band across the rump. 
e'. Upper plumage light green. 

y \ Culmen under 17 mm. 

h n . Culmen over 17 mm. 

/'. Upper plumage darker, dull grev- 
green. 

*''• Culmen under 16 mm. 

Culmen over 16 mtn. 


SE. youldice , , p. 385. 

sE. dabn/i f , p. 387. 


AS. saturata, p. 388. 
sE. sanguinipecta , $ , p. 390. 

AS. nipalensisy d, p. 391. 


AS. siparaja , $ , p. 375. 
AE. nipalensisy j , p. 390. 

All. iynicauda, § , p. 


AS. youldice , $ , p. 385. 
AS. saturatay $ , p. 389. 


Ail. dabryi } J, p. 388. 

Ai. sanyuiniptcta , § , p. 390. 







iEthopyga siparaja. 

Certhm siparaja Raffles, Trans. Linn. Sdc., xiii, p. 299 (1820). 
Type-locality: Western Sumatra. 


The typical form differs from AS. s . cara in having the abdomen 
and flanks a much darker grey ; the female has the upper parts 
rather darker and the abdomen more yellow. 


Key to Subspecies. 

A. Breast not streaked with yellow. 
a. Tail metallic purple; central tail-feathers < 

, very little longer than the lateral ones. 
a'. Metallic colour of forehead green, 

reaching to the posterior crown _ All. s. cara , p. 376. 

b. Metallic colour of forehead purple-blue, * | p. 377 

confined to anterior crown. . .. AS. s . ?iicobarica, 
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b. Tail green; central tail-feathers much 
longer than lateral ones. 
e\ Abdomen olive-green. 

a". Larger; wing 60 mm. or over - 

b". Smaller; wing under 60 nun. 

d\ Abdomen grey-green . 

B. Breast boldly streaked with yellow ...... 


[p. 380. 

/E. s. mmxooriensis, 

U E. s. seherice, p. 378. 
/E. s. viridicanda, p.381. 
/E. s. vigor si, p. 381. 


( 1260 ) iEtliopyga siparaja cara. 

The Tenasskbim Yellow-backed Sunbibd. 

JEthopyya cam Hume, Str. Featli.. ii, p. 473 <1874} (Tenasserim) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 349. 

Vernacular names. ]S~one recorded. 

Description. — Male. Forehead and crown metallic green, some¬ 
times faintlv tinged with violet; lores, nape, sides oi head and 
neck, back, scapulars and lesser wing-coverts crimson ; rump 
bright yellow; upper tail-coverts metallic green mixed with 
violet-pur pie : tail black glossed with violet-purple, sometimes 
mixed with metallic green : greater coverts and wing-quills brown 
edged with greenish-yellow ; a long, narrow moustaohial streak 
violet; chin, throat and breast scarlet-crimson, brighter and 
lighter than the back ; abdomen, posterior flanks, vent and under 
tail-coverts grey very slightly washed with olive. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson-brown or dark brown ; bill 
above dark horny-brown, below yellowish-horny ; legs and teet 
dark brown. 

Measurements. Wing 53to 57mm.; tail 10 to 48 mm. ; tarsus 
14 to 15 mm.; culmen about 14 to 15 mm. All females ot Sun- 
birds are a little smaller than the males. 

Female. Whole upper plumage olive-green, the leathers of the 
crown edged with ashy and with almost concealed dark centres, 
the back and more especially the rump with a strong tinge ol 
yellow; tail feathers ashy-black, the central feathers edged and 
suffused with green, the iateral ones with dull white tips. 

Young birds are like the female. 

Distribution. Southern Burma, from Bangoon to the extreme 
South of Tenasserim ; South and South-West Siam. 

Nidification. With\rthe exception of Hop wood apparently no 
collector has been successful in finding this Sunbird’s nest. r lwo 
nests, each containing one egg, taken by this gentleman on the 
16th of January and the 18th of February, are described by him as 
a in each case resembling the nest of seherice. They were 
neatly woven, pear-shaped with no portico and thieklv lined with 
silky papyrus, probably of Calotropis sp/' The two eggs differ 
very greatly in appearance. One has the ground-colour pale pink 
and is profusely speckled all over with light brick-red, the other 
has the ground very pale greyish-yellow and is speckled in the 
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same manner with rather darker grey. The two eggs measure 
respectively 15-2 x 111 and 14-9 x 10-6 mm. In a letter Hop- 
wood informs me that they were pendent from small branches of 
bushes about three or four feet from the ground aud that they 
were taken close to Tavoy. 

Habits. Phis hunbird is found in open country, secondary 
growth and in gardens; very rarely it has also been seen in the 
interior of evergreen-forests. It feeds generally low down in 
flowering bushes and shrubs, occasional!v on flowering trees and 
constantly on the coconut-palms whenever these are"in flower. 
Though nowhere very common, Hopwood says they were fairly 
numerous in lavoy, haunting thp beds of flowering plants in 
gardens, sometimes two or three pairs in company. They feed 
both on nectar and the tiny insects which the nectar attracts 
and often hover, like Humming-birds, before the flower from 
whose chalice they are feeding. They have a rather shrill little 
twitter but no soim. 

o 

(1261) iEthopyga siparaja nicobarica. 

The N:icoba:r Yellow-backed Sunbird. 

JEthopygu nicobarica Hume, Str. Feath., i, p. 412(1873) (Nicobars); 

Hlanf. & Oates, ii. p. 350. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Desciiption. Male. Hiflers from JE. s. caret, in having the 
tail more violet-purple with no green tinge and the upper tail- 
coverts t he same ; the metallic colour of the head violet-purple 
and restricted to the forehead and anterior crown. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 50 to 52 mm.; tail 40 to 45 mm.: 
oilmen 17 to 18 mm. 

Females. Not distinguishable from the Tetiasserim Yellow- 
backed Sunbird, but often have (be throat marked with a certain 
• amount of red. 

Distribution. Nicobar Islands. 

Nidification. Davison was shown a nest of this Sunbird taken 
In. Stoliczka which bad been fastened “ to the very end of a lon<», 
narrow pandanus leaf, about 30 feet, from the ground.” I can 
trace nothing further than this about its nesting habits. 

Habits. \ ery similar to those of the preceding bird and it is 
said, like (bat bird, to be very partial to the coconut-palms as 
hunting-ground for food though otherwise it frequents low 
flowering shrubs in preference to trees. It has no song but 
makes the usual twittering notes of the genus when feeding and 
flying. It appears to keep to the open country and the outskirts 
of forest and does not enter the latter to any distance. 
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( 1262 ) iEthopyga siparaja seheriae. 

The Indian Yellow-backed Sunbird. 

Nectavinia seherice Tick ell, J. A.. S. II, ii, p. 67/ (1833) (beheria, 
Borabhum). 

/Etliopyga seherice. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 348. 

JEtliopyga andersoni. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 349. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Forehead and crown metallic green ' r 
extreme hinder crown and nape dull greenish-brown; sides of the 
head, neck, back, scapulars, lesser and median wing-coverts dark 
crimson ; rump bright yellow ; upper rail-coverts and central tail- 
feathers metallic green, lateral tail-feathers black suffused with 
purple-violet and edged with metallic green ; greater coverts and 
quills dark brown edged with olive-yellow ; a long moustachial 
streak metallic violet; above the streak, the chin, throat and 
breast deep scarlet-crimson, never so dark as in the upper plumage ; 
remainder of lower plumage olive-green, more yellow in some 
individuals than in others. 

The principal difference between this and the succeeding forms 
and those preceding it is the darker crimson hue below, the 
green instead of purple tail and the brown nape. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 52 to 59 mm.; tail 55 to 74 mm.; tarsus 
about 14 to 16 mm.; culmen about 17 to 19 mm. 

Female. Differs from the females of the preceding races in 
being more yellowish below and in its longer tail. 

Young birds are like the female. 

Distribution. The foot-hills of the Himalayas from the Kumau 
Terai to the extreme East of Assam and Eastern Bengal. 1 he 
dividing line between this and the next; form cannot be given^with 
much accuracy but it is possible that birds breeding above 5,000 
feet throughout the Himalayas should all come under mussoori- 
ensis. The present race, seherice , was originally taken by .1 ickell 
in Seheria, Borabhum ; Ball saw an JEthopyga , almost certainly 
of this species, in Smghbhum ; and D’Abreu records a nude from 
Laugher, 1,933 feet, in t he district of Balaghat, Central Provinces. 

On the material available I cannot separate Hodgson s Nepal 
bird, miles , from the typical form. It is true that all his speci¬ 
mens have the underparts a very dark dull grey, practically 
without any olive-green, but this is a feature in all Hodgson’s 
birds due, apparently, to his method of curing the skins. Until 
fresh and better skins are available for comparison it would be 
unsafe to maintain it as separate. 

j'Etliopyga andersoni of Oates is founded on some specimens 
from the Shan States and Kauri Kachin Hills having the foreheads 
lilac instead of green. At t he same time there are other specimens 
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from the same places with green crowns and it is probable that 
t le violet in the crowns of andersoni has been caused by getting 
wet whilst being prepared. For the present I do not recognize 
this race as sufficiently proved. 

Nidification. Very many years ago Moller took several nests of 
tins Sunbird in Sikkim, three in May and one in August, but he 
does not say at what elevation. Tile nests he describes as made 
oi hue black rootlets lined with grass and then with seed-down • 
all tour were pear-shaped structures hanging from the ends of 
small branches of bushes. Primrose and Inglis took many of these 
nests in Hoalpara and these were quite like others taken bv myself 
and Col tart elsewhere in Assam. _ They were made nearly entirely 
ot cotton-down, almost covered externally with moss, caterpillar 
excre(a) and other oddments; all were pear-shaped, with their 
necks composed of moss and moss-roots strong enough to sustain 
ie weight of the nest. In nearly every instance the nests were 
strongly attached to the roots of bushes dangling down from the 
overhanging banks of small ravines and water-courses running 
through dense and very humid evergreen-forest. In rare 
instances only did we find the nests on bushes. The eggs number 
tuo or three and are of two fairly definite types. It. one the 
gtound-colotir is a pale cream or grey and the markings consist of 
numerous patches, small blotches and spots of light purplish- 
brown, numerous everywhere but even more so at the larger end 
where they form fairly distinct rings or caps. Earelv the inark- 
mgs are paler reddish-brown hut the only two clutches I have 
l S J^iption ' vere taken at high elevations, over 
6,000 feet in Sikkim and the Nnga Hills and the birds breeding 
at these elevations may be the form I have recently described 
as The second type has the ground pure white 

with markings o deep vandyke-brown, sparse over ihe greater 
part ol the egg but forming a cap or ring at the larger end. 
Iwenty-seven eggs average 15-lxl W mm.: maxima 163 X 
116 and 15-9 x 12-0 mm.; minima 14-3 x 11-2 mm 

In Assam and the foot-hills of the Himalayas they breed during 

A ve 7 la !'g e number of the nests contained 
e So s little Cuckoo, Chalcites maculatvs . 

Habits This subs pk-ies of siparaja is a bird of the plains 
and foot-hills of the Himalayas, wandering up to about 4.0O0 or 
perhaps, even 5,000 feet but normally inhabiting the wettest and 
hottest areas stretching from Eastern Assam to the foot-hills of 
•Human. More breeding material is still wanting of both aeheria 

In Winter this beautiful Sunbird is found alike in forest thin 
jungle, cultivated lands and in gardens and orchards. YVhere 
there are flowers, flowering shrubs or other insect attractions 
there will the Yellow-backed Sunbird assuredly be found, clinging 
to the stem of the flowers and rapidly inserting its hill like alee, 
first into one, then into another of the flowers, reaching the 
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honey and also eating the many insects engaged in a like repast. 
Sometimes it will hover for seconds in front of a flower as it feeds 
on its contents, sometimes but for a moment before darting of! at 
wonderful .speed, only to return again to the same flower 01 to om 
a few inches away/ Where there are no flowers it hunts the 
under surface of leaves tor insects and I have also seen it teeding 
on small spiders. When the breeding-season commences it resorts 
far more to forest and far less to gardens, though it never quite 
deserts the latter. The note is a sharp trill and is uttered on the 
wing; males when feeding in company, as they often do, 
constantly make this call to one another, hut they are very 
pugnacious as well as gregarious and their social clubs often 
break up in disorder over some trivial dispute. 1 hey leed most 
often on flowers and bushes near the ground but I have seen 
them feeding in the flowers of the cotton-tree over TOO fee*t up. 


(1263) iEthopyga siparaja mussooriensis. 

The Kuman Yellow-backed Sunbiiid. 

JEtliopyga siparaja mussooriensis Stuart Baker,. Bull. B.O.C., xlvi, 
p. 12 (1925) (Mussoorie). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This form only differs from 2E. s. selierice in being 
larger, with a very long, broad tail and in having the scarlet of 
the throat and breast even brighter. 

Colours of soft parts as in seherice. 

Measurements. Wing 60 to 65 mm.; tail 70 to 89 mm., 
tarsus about 15 to 17 mm.; culmen 19 to 21 mm. 

Distribution. The North-West Himalayas from Garbvvnl and 
Kuman ro the Afghan frontier. JEthopj/ya goalpariensis , of which 
tbe tvpe-locality is Dehra Hun, is evidentlv only a «\ nonvm ot 
selierice , which is a bird of low levels, never being found m the 
Himalayas above 5,0n0 feet and seldom above 3,000, whereas 
mussooriensis is a bird breeding at high elevations only. Birds 
from equally high elevations in Native Sikkim appear also to be 
of this race and have wings of 60 mm. upwards. Ln the hills 
South of the Brahmaputra only the next form has been proved 
to occur but Tv tier found a Yellow-backed Sunbird breeding at 
6,000 and 7,000‘feet in the Naga Hills and these may be mussoori- 
tnsis also. It must be remembered, however, that South of the 
river one is still in tropical vegetation at 7,000 feet, whereas 
North of the river an elevation of less than 5,000 feet would have 
much the same temperature and general characterist ics. 

Nidification. Whymper took a number of nests of this form 
during July above Naini Tal. The nests he describes as much 
like those of selierue taken by Moller in Sikkim, “pear-shaped 
nests made of fibre and lined with white vegetable down, showing 
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through the network of fibre. A few dead leaves, strips of bark* 
etc. are attached loosely to the nest and there is generally a small 
porch over the entrance." The eggs are like the second type* 
described as being laid by the preceding bird but are much redder 
than any I have seen of that bird except the two taken in Sikkim 
and the Naga Hills. The nests of the high-elevation birds also 
differ from those of the plains, in that they are always attached 
lo small boughs of low bushes and are not found in dark forest 
ravines but rather in open forests and scrub-jungle. Fifteen eggs 
average 15*3x 11*4 mm.: maxima 162x12*0 mm.; minima 
14*4x11*5 and 15*0x10*5 mm. 

Habits. Much the same as those of the precediug subspecies 
but it never seems to frequent the darker evergreen-forests, 
keeping to open, though well-wooded country, all the year round 
and at all times being common in flower gardens and in cultivated 
ground. 


(1204) iEtliopyga siparaja viridicauda. 

The Yunnan Yellow-backed Sunbird. 

/Ethopyga seherice viridicauda Rothschild, Nov. Zool., 1921, p. 58 
(Tengueh, Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. This race differs from JE. s. seherice only in being 
duller and more grey on the abdomen. Further material may 
show that it cannot be maintained. 

Colour*’ of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 56 to 57 mm.; tail 59 to 67 mm.; 
tarsus about 14 mm.; culmen 17 to 18 mm.; 

Distribution. Yunnan. A specimen from Maymyo in the Shan 
States is also referred by Rothschild to this form. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Forrest obtained this Sunbird at Tengueh, Yunnan, 
at between 5,000 and 6,000 feet in open scrub. They were killed 
in Jvine. 

(1265) JEtkopyga siparaja vigorsi. 

Vigors’ s Yellow-backed Sunbird. 

Cinnyris vigorsi Sykes, P. Z. S., 1842, p. 98 (Deccan). 

/Ethopyga vigorsi . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p, 350. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Upper parts like a very dark JK. s. seherice : 
crown metallic green ; hinder crown and nape blackish, showing 
more or less copper reflections; back deep crimson-red, the 
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feathers with black bases which show through; rump yellow; 
visible portions of tail metallic green; greater coverts and wing- 
quills very dark brown edged narrowly with paler brown; a long 
moustachial streak and patch behind the ear-coverts metallic 
purple-violet; sides of head, neck and breast crimson-scarlet, 
brighter and more scarlet in the centre and with numerous fine 
streaks of yellow ; abdomen, posterior flanks, vent and under 
tail-coverts dark ashy-grey; under wing-coverts and axillaries 
ashy-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson to red-brown; bill horny- 
black, paler below; legs and feet dark brown to blackish. 

Measurements. Wing 60 to 66 mm.; tail 51 to 60 mm.; 
tarsus 15 to 16 mm.; culmen about 20 to 21 mm. 

Female. Whole plumage dull smoky olive-green, the crown 
"browner and the lower parts more ashy ; under tail-coverts edged 
with pale dull yellow; axillaries and under wing-coverts ashy- 
whife, the inside of the shoulder yellowish. 

Young males are like the female. 

Distribution. The West coast of India from Bombay to Tra- 
vancore. Jerdon’s record of this bird from Basfcar, South-East of 
Nagpur, requires further confirmation. 

Nidification. Vigors’s Yellow-backed Sunbird breeds about 
Mahabalesbwar in June and September and O’Donnel took a nest 
in the latter month near Poona. The nest is a typical Sunbird’s, 
sometimes with, occasionally without, a porch over the opening. 
Eggs taken by Davidson and Wenden are very like those of 
JEthopyga s. seherice but larger, 16*0x12*2 mm.; a pair taken by 
Mr. O’Donnel and now in my possession have a pale grey ground 
and are thinly freckled all over with rather darker yellowish-grey, 
numerous enough at the larger end to form an indefinite cap. 
They measure 18*3 x 12*3 and 17*8 x 12*6 ram. 

Habits. This appears to be a Sunbird both of open country and 
of the deeper forests but there is very little on record about it. 
In Khandesh it is found frequenting the dense tree-forest 
growing in the ravines and pockets of the hill country, feeding 
both upon the tops of*>the highest trees and the lower bushes 
alike. Its flight is said to be very powerful and the note to be 
the loud trill common to all the Nunbirds. 

This bird differs from JE. s. seherice so greatly that one is 
tempted to give it the status of a species but in Burma we get 
a few individual specimens of cam which show fine streaks 
of yellow on the breast, whilst in JE. s. siparaja they are again 
more conspicuous. It seems therefore reasonable to consider 
this a representative race of siparaja in Southern India, developed 
by isolation to an extreme degree of variation from its parent 
stock. 



iEthopyga ignicauda. 


Key to Subspecies. 

A. Hacks red. 

a. Breast vellow, with moderate wash 

of scarlet-crimson on the centre . . JE. i. iynicauda, , p. 383. 

b. Breast lemon-vellow, with no, or very 

little, scarlet. JE. i.Jiavescens , J,p. 384. 

c. Breast orange-yellow, with large 

patch ot scarlet . JE. i. exultans . (j 1 , p. 385. 

B. Backs green. 

(I Tail green, merely tinged with reddish JE. i. if/nicauda , $ , p. 383. 

e. Tail very strongly suffused with red . JE. i.Jiavescens , §, p. 384. 

( 1266 ) iEthopyga ignicauda ignicauda. 

Tub Fire-tailed Yellow-backed Sunbird. / > 

Cinm/ns ignicauda Hodgs., Iud. Rev.,ii, p. 273 (1837) (Nepal). 

Aitho/iyga iynicauda. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p, 351. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Forehead, crown and sides of chin and 
throat metallic blue ; sides of the crown, from the eve, nape, back 
and sides of neck, back, scapulars and upper tail-coverts crimson ; 
rump bright yellow; middle tail-feathers crimson brick-red’ 
outer feathers brown edged with crimson ; wing-feathers brown.’ 

•edged with ruddy olive-yellow; chin and throat purple; breast 
yellow, suffused in the centre with scarlet-crimson ; remainder of 
lower plumage dull greenish-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Wing 55 to 60 mm.; tail 108 to 118 mm.; 
tarsus 14 to 15 mm. ; eulmen about 17 to 10 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage ashy-green, brighter on the back and 
with the feathers of the rump and upper tail-coverts fringed 
with yellow ; wing like that of the male; central tail-feathers 
blackish, edged with rufescent brown and tipped paler ; chin, 
throat and. breast, ashy-green, changing to greenish-yellow on the 
abdomen and posterior flanks. 

Distribution. Nepal, Sikkim, Assam, Cachar, Svlhet, Manipur 
and Tippera in Eastern Bengal. West it extends to Garhwal 
and l\liman. 

Nidification. I found this Sunbird breeding occasionally in the 
highest hills South of the Brahmaputra in April and May at 
about 6,000 feet. The nests were peap-shaped, made of' the 
finest seed-down, held together with spiders’ webs, scraps of moss 
and grass, and were attached to bracken-fronds in stunted oak 
forest. One nesf taken in the Khasia Hills was similar but 
mixed with fine black fibrous roots. A nest taken by Osmaston 
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on t!»e Tons River in Tehri-Gfarhwal at 11,000 feet differed 
considerably from this, as did one taken by Whymper in the, hill* 
above Naim Tal. Roth these latter nests were oval in shape, made 
externally of moss and fibre, then a layer of “thin pink papery 
rhododendron bark” and finally a lining of fine grass, flowers 
and feathers, or of cotton-seed. The eggs number two or three 
and vary greatly both in size and colour. In one clutch in my 
collection the eggs are pure white, scantily marked with small 
blotches of pinky-brown; another is creamy-pink with more 
numerous markings; whilst a third is livid pink, freckled all over 
with purplish-red, coalescing to form a cap at the larger end. 
In size they vary from 14-3X11-0 to IS'SxIS'fi mm. ( Osmctston ). 
The average of i3 eggs is 15*7 X 11*8 mm. 

Habits. This handsome Sun bird is an inhabitant of very high 
elevations, generally breeding above 8,000 feet, whilst Blau ford 
and Osmaston both found it breeding at 11,000 feet and the 
latter also saw it up to 12,000 feet in Sikkim and up to 11,500 
in Gfarhwal. It is a forest bird; Whymper and Osinas ton found 
it mostly in forests of silver fir, birch and rhododendron, whilst 
the few seen bv myself were all in forest, either of oak, Quercus 
serratifolia , or in mixed oak- and rhododendron-jungle. I found 
it to be a shy, retiring bird, though in the cold weather it used 
often to enter gardens and cultivated country. At this time of 
the year it descends commonly to 3,000 or 2,000 feet and 
Stevens actually obtained it in the Dejoo Tea Estate in the plains 
of Lakhimpur and shot some specimens which were feeding in the 
tea-bushes. 



4 


(1267) iEthopyga ignicauda flavescens. 

Hippo. vs Fire-tailed Scnbted. 

JEthop\/ga ignicauda flavescens Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xli, p. 71 
(1921) (Mt. Victoria, Chin Hills). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Similar to the preceding race but having 
the breast a paler, more lemon-yellow, with hardly any scarlet 
suffusion in the centres; the back seems more deep in colour, 
contrasting noticeably with the scarlet upper tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 56 mm.; tail 81 to 89 mm.; 
tarsus 14 to 15 mm.; culmen 18 to 19 mm. 

Female similar to that of the preceding race but with much 
more red on the tail. 

Distribution. At present only known from Mt. Victoria in the 
Chin Hills. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. None recorded. 
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(1268) iEtliopyga ignicauda exultans. 

The Yunnas Fire-tailed Sunblrd. 


ALthopyya iynicauda exultans Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. C., xlvi, 
p. 13 (1925) (Shweli-Salwin Divide, W. Central Yunnan). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to JE. i. ingnicauda but rather deeper 
crimson above ; below, the yellow is deeper and there is a greater 
extent of red on the breast. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 60 mm.; tail 71 to 136 rain.; 
tarsus about 16 mm.; culmen about* 19 to 21 mm. 

Female unknown. 

Distribution. Yunnan. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Forrest obtained his fine series in thickets by streams 
at an altitude between 8,000 and 9,000 feet on the Sliweli-Salwin 
Divide in West Central Yunnan. 





(1209) JEthopyga gouldiae gouldiae. 

Mrs. Gould’s Stjnbird. 

Cinnyris gouldice Vigors, P. Z. S., 1831, p. 45 (Himalayas, Simla- 
Almora). 

Aithopyya gouldice . Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 352. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Crown, forehead, chin, throat, a patch 
behind the ear-coverts and a spot beside the breast deep metallic 
purple-blue; lores, cheeks, sides of crown, neck, back, scapulars 
and lesser wing-coverts crimson ; rump bright yellow ; upper tail- 
coverts and two-thirds of Central tail-feathers metallic purple-blue, 
the end of the tail-feathers black tinged with metallic purple, outer 
tail-feathers brown suffused with purple on the outer webs and 
with broad pale tips ; lower parts bright yellow, streaked with 
crimson on the breast and greenish on the posterior flanks, 
vent, and under tail-coverts; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
yellowish-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris reddish-brown to crimson ; bill 
black, a little paler and browner below ; legs and feet dark brown. 

Measurements. Wing 53 to 58 mm.; tail 66 to 86 mm.; 
tarsus 14 to 15 mm.; culmen 14 to 16 mm.< 

Female. Upper plumage pale grey-green, the crown darker, 
with nearly concealed brown centresrump dull sulphur-yellow; 
cheeks, ear-coverts, chin, throat and upper breast greyish olive- 
green, becoming more yellow on the abdomen, posterior flanks 
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and under tail-coverts ; tail-feathers brown edged with violet- 
green. 

Distribution. The Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to the 
extreme East of Assam, Naga Hills, South of the Brahmaputra 
above 6,000 feet and also Mt. Victoria, in the Chin Hills, from 
6,000 feet upwards. 

Nidification. Col. Tytler found this Sunbird breeding in great 
numbers in the Naga Hills between 6,000 and 8,000 feet. 
A series of the nests given to me, with the eggs, are stout pear- 
shaped or oval affairs measuring 6 and 7 inches in length by about 
4 to 4| inches in breadth and are made almost entirely of vegetable 
down, held together with moss, shreds of grass and spiders’ webs, 
whilst in one nest there is a considerable amount of fibre used. 
They were all attached to thin branches of small bushes, within 
a few feet of the ground, growing in forest. 

The eggs differ from those of the other Sunbirds in their very 
pale coloration; the ground is pure white and in most eggs the 
markings, freckles of pale reddish-brown, are very scanty and 
confined to the larger end. In one clutch the eggs are practically 
unmarked and in one other they are more numerous at the 
larger end, where they form caps. Ten eggs average J4*6x 
1T2 mm.: maxima 15*3x11*5 mm.; minima 14*2x10*9 mm. 
The breeding-season is June and early July and only two eggs 
are laid. 

Habits. Mrs. Gould’s Sunbird is one of high elevations, its 
plnce being taken from 5,000 feet downwards by the next race, 
isolates In the Himalayas it certainly occurs up to 12,000 feet 
and probably up to 13,000 feet in Summer, breeding up to 11,000 
feet or higher. In Winter it descends to 5,000 feet or lower and at 
this season both this and the next bird may be found in company 
at this elevation. They are extraordinarily active little birds on 
the wing, though their flight is never very prolonged and becomes 
jerky and weak after a hundred yards or so. They are shy birds 
but if one keeps absolutely motionless, they will often feed within 
a few feet of the watcher and they make a very beautiful picture 
when several gather together for feeding purposes, the rapiditv of 
their motions being almost like that of the Sphinx Moth. The 
note, which is constantly uttered, is the usual shrill trill of the 
species. They are essentially birds of evergreen-forest but come 
more into open country in the non-breeding season. 



(1270) iEthopyga gouldise isolata. 

The Manipur Yellow-hacked Sunbird. 

Atthopyga gouldia isolata Stuart Baker, Bull, B. 0. C., xlvi, d 13 
(1925) (Manipur). * ^ 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Similar to Mrs. Gould's Sunbird but with 
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much paler yellow breast, lemon-yellow rather than deep yellow, 
with no red markings. It is also a rather smaller bird. 


Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 51 to 53 mm.; tail 62 to 69 mm.; 
tarsus about 14 mm.; culrnen 13 to 15 mm. 

Female. Not distinguishable except by its rather smaller size. 

Distribution. Manipur, Cachar and one specimen from Mt. 
Victoria, in the Chin Hills. This latter was obtained at .5,000 feet, 
whereas all the red-breasted birds were obtained at 6,000 feet and 
over. Hume records Mrs. Gould’s Sunbird from Tippera and 
Chittagong and I am informed that it is not uncommon in the 
higher Hill Tracts of these districts. These are sure to be of this 
race and probably extend through all the lower hills and broken 
■country to the Chin Hills. 

Nidification. Exactly the same as that of the last bird except 
that it breeds at low elevations, from 5,000 feet practically down 
to t he plains. I found it not rare in the North Cachar Hills up 
to 5,000 feet; in the Khasia Hills it breeds between 3,000 and 
5,000 feet wherever there is evergreen-forest. The nests are not 
distinguishable from those of ;E. g. gouldke and the eggs only 
differ in being much smaller. The only two 1 have measured are 
both exactly 14-Ox 10-0 mm. and were taken on the 7th May. 
They lay between the 15th April and the 15th May, as I have 
found young birds as early as the 5th May and fresh eggs as late 
as the loth of that month. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding bird. I found that 
when feeding they kept almost entirely to bushes and the lower 
half of small trees. This was very noticeable when on one 
occasion I watched them feeding with J2. s. seherice , for though 
the latter were tempted by the flowers of some Bauhinias to hunt 
even the topmost branches, the Manipur birds kept strictly to 
the lowest branches. They are resident birds but many wander 
farther afield a little in the Winter. 


(1271) iEthopyga dabryi. 

Dabhy’s Sunbiiu). 

Nectarinia dabryi Verreaux, Rev. et Mag. Zook, p. 173 (1867) 
(Ta-tsein-lu, Szechuan). 

JEthupyya dabryi . Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 353 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Similar to JEthopyga* g . gouldice but with 
the whole breast flame-scarlet; the metallic tint of the crown 
and throat is more lilac or purple than blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown; bill dull black; legs 
and feet very dark brown. 
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Measurements. Wing 53 to 58 mm.; tail 63 to S5 mm.; 
tarsus about 14 mm.; culmen about 14 to 15 mm. 

Female. Like that of sE. g. gouldice but with bolder, whiter tips 
to the lateral tail-feathers. 

Distribution. Muliyet, Karenni, South Shan States, Kauri 
Kachin Hills, North-West China, Szechuan to Yunnan. 1 also 
found it on several occasions in Cachar. 

This bird should possibly be treated as a subspecies of JE. gouldicv.. 

Nidification. There appears to be no record of the breeding of 
this Sunbird but I attributed to it three nests taken in North 
Cachar. The females were caught on the nests and the males 
seen. The nests are not pear-shaped but ovals, the support, in 
each case a bracken-frond, being incorporated in the top of the oval. 
The materials consisted of fibre, moss and a few grass-stems with 
a dense lining of Bombax seed-down. They were built in fairly 
thick oak forest with an undergrowth of bush, caladiums, etc. and 
everywhere a luxuriant growth of orchids. The breeding-season 
is May and June and all my nests were taken on the highest 
peaks of about 6,000 feet. The eggs are like those of uE. s . 
seherice but are rather more boldly and much less profusely 
marked. Eight eggs average 14-3x10*8 mm.: maxima 15*1 X 
10-6 and 14-6x11*1 mm.; minima 13*5x10-8 and 15*0 x 
10*5 min. 

The specimens obtained by me in Cachar are all in the Museum 
at Sophia and 1 am not absolutely sure as to the correctness of my 
identification, but the individuals I believed to be of this species 
had iar deeper coloured flame-red breasts than the ordinary 
sE. g. gouldice . 

Habits. Those of the genus but, as remarked by Davison, this 
bird when feeding is very hard to watch, as it dashes out of 
the gloom of the surrounding forests, feeds for a few seconds and 
then retires as suddenly as-it came. It seems to be entirely a 
forest bird, not even entering open and cultivated spaces in the 
Winter. Wardlaw-Kamsay obtained it at 4,000 feet in Karenni 
but 6.000 to 9,000 feet is its more usual elevation, whilst Forrest 
found it frequenting pine-woods between 10,000 and 12,000 feet 
in Yunnan. 


(1272) jEthopyga saturata saturata. 

The Black>bbeastei> Sunbibd. 

Cmnyris saturata ltodgs., Ind. Ilev., ii, p. 273 (1837) (Nepal). 
AUtliopyga saturata . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 354. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Forehead, crown, nape, hind-neck and a 
broad moustnclual streak metallic bluish-purple : back very dark 
crimson-maroon ; lores, sides of the head and neck, lesser 
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^ing-coverts, scapulars and lower buck deep dull black ; a very 
narrow yellow band, sometimes invisible, above the rump; rump, 
upper tail-coverts and two-thirds of .the central tail-feathers 
metallic blue, terminal third blackish; wing-feathers dark brown 
with very tine black edges, often totally abraded; chin, throat 
and breast velvety-black; abdomen, vent and under tail-coverts 
dull green-grey; axillaries and under wing-coverts yellowish- 
white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet 
dark brown. 

Measurements. Wing 52 to 59 mm.; tail 70 to 84 mm.; tarsus 
14 to 15 mm.; culnien 18 to 20 mm. 

Female. Above dull pale green with a baud of whitish-yellow 
across the rump; wing- and tail-feathers brown edged with 
olive-green; below rather paler greenish; axillaries and under 
wing-coverbs yellowish -white. 

Distribution. Garhwal, Nepal, Sikkim, Assam, Cachar, Manipur, 
Chin Hills and Yunnan. 

Nidilication. A. M. Primrose first took the nest of this 8unbird in 
Cachar in 1898 and after this Dr. Coltart’s and myNaga collectors 
brought us nests, eggs and birds from the lower hills round 
Margherita in Assam, whilst Whymper took nests in Naim Tal. 
The nests were all alike, made in great part with very fine black 
rootlets or fibre, mixed with moss, coarser roots and grass-stems 
and with one or two bamboo-leaves in the base ; inside there 
is a thin lining of grass-stems and then the true lining of cotton- 
down. The nests are shaped like pears with a porch over 
the entrance which is about half-way down and, for the size 
of the bird, the nest is rather bulky. The eggs number two 
or three and are of two types. The first is the pale pink 
freckled type already described as the common type of JE. s. 
seherice; the second has a pure white ground-colour with com¬ 
paratively bold blotches and spots of deep brown with a few 
underlying of dark neutral tint. In this second type the 
markings are very sparse except at the larger end where 
they form well-defined rings or vague caps. Fifteen eggs 
average 14-7 x 11-3 mm.; maxima 15*3x12-0 and 14-7x12-1 mm"; 
minima 14-2X11-1 and 15-0x10 5 mm. In Assam the breeding- 
season is May and June; in Naiui Tal June and July. They 
ln-eed in forest, scrub jungle or in bamboo jungle, attaching 
their nests low down on the ends of branches of bushes or 
bamboos. 

Habits. The Black-breasted Sunbird keeps much to the lower 
bills and the adjacent plains. In Summer it ascends the hills 
in some numbers up to about 5,000 feet, many, however, 
remaining to breed in their Winter quarters. It is a bird 
of the jungle but does not mind whether this is dense evergreen- 
forest, thin bush and bamboo cover or comparatively open 
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deciduous oak-woods. In flight, diet, voice etc. it resembles- 
very closely the other Sun birds of this genus. In Yunnan 
Forrest obtained this Sunbird in the Tengueli District in what he- 
describes as open scrub-jungle at about 5,000 feet. 


(1273) iEthopyga sanguinipecta sanguinipecta, 

Walden's Yellow-backed Sunbjjid. 

JEtkopyga sanguinipecta Walden, A. M. N. H., (4) xv, p. 400 (1875) 
(Tounghoo, Karenni); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 35*1. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Very similar to the Black-breasted Sunbird 
but has the yellow rump-band broad and conspicuous ; the black 
of the throat only extends to the extreme upper breast and is 
then sharply defined from the olive-yellow of the lower breast 
■which is streaked with blood-red; remainder of lower parts olive- 
green, paler than in JE. s . saturata . 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill and legs black. The 
bill in the female is more a dark horny-brown than black. 

Measurements. Wing 52 to 56 mm.; tail 64 to 72 mm.; 
tarsus 14 to 17 mm.; culmen 17 to 19 ram. 

Female. Distinguishable from the Black-breasted Sunbird by 
having a broad lemon-yellow band across the rump. 

Distribution. South Shan States, Karen Hills, South to 
Muleyit in Tenasserim ; Yunnan. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Very little known. It seems to be a bird of forests 
and bamboo-jungle and occurs from the level of the plains up to 
some 6.000 feet. 


JEthopyga nipalensis. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Upper back wholly crimson-maroon ; 
breast yellow, much streaked with 


scarlet. JE. n. nipalensis , p. 391. 

B. Upper back green, a trace of crimson 
only next the neck; breast all 

yellow. JE. n. horsfxeldi , p. 392. 

O. Upper back green with practically no 
trace of red; breast y 
streaked with scarlet 


JE. n. victor ice, p. 392. 
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(1274) iEthopyga nipalensis nipalensis. 

The Nepal Yellow-backed Sunbikd. 

Cinnyris nipalensis Ilodgs., Ind. Rev., ii, p. 273 (1837) (Nepal). 

JEthopyga nepalemis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 355. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Forehead to hind-neck, chin and throat 
metallic green; sides of the head black; sides of the neck 
and the back deep crimson-maroon; scapulars and lower back 
olive-green ; rump bright yellow ; upper tail-coverts and three- 
quarters of central tail-feathers metallic green, terminal quarter 
of central feathers black; lateral-tail-feathers black, all but the 
pair next the central ones with pale brown tips; breast golden 
yellow, finely streaked with scarlet; lower abdomen, posterior 
flanks, vent and under tail-coverts olive-yellow, the last more 
yellow; axillaries and under wing-coverts white washed with 
lemon-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown or crimson-brown ; bill 
black; legs and feet dark brown to black. 

Measurements. AVing 53 to 56 mm.; tail 63 to 69 mm. ; tarsus 
14 to 15 mm.; culmen 18 to 20 mm. 

Female. Greneral colour above olive-green, washed with yellow 
on the rump and with concealed brown centres to the feathers of 
the crown; wing-feathers dark brown, edged rufescent olive- 
green ; chin, throat, sides of neck and upper breast olive-grey, 
changing to olive-yellow on the abdomen and to yellow on the 
under tail-coverts. 

The females of this group are separated from those of the 
siparaja group by their yellow under tail-coverts and greyer chins 
and throats. The bill is also more strongly curved. 

Distribution. Eastern Nepal, Sikkim, Assam North and South 
of the Brahmaputra, Manipur, Kauri Kachin Hills, Shan States. 

Nidification. Hodgson found these Sunbirds breeding iu Eastern 
Nepal, they also breed commonly in Sikkim and round about Dar¬ 
jeeling and I have taken the nest once in the Khasia Hills where 
the bird is very common. The nest is the usual pear-shaped 
structure but without a porch over the entrance, very like a large 
edition of the nest of jE. s. saturcita and built of just the same 
materials but with more cotton-down and less fibre and finer roots 
in its external walls. Hodgson described the nests as oval, rather 
than pear-shaped, but otherwise like those taken by myself. The 
eggs are said to number two or three, white in ground-colour 
with spots and mottlings of reddish-brown in a ring at the 
larger end. The only three eggs I have seen agree well with 
this description and measure 16*9x12*7, 16*0 x 13*0, and 16*0 x 
12*6 mm. Hodgson's eggs were longer but narrower, measuring 
17*3x10*9 mm. They are early breeders, Hodgson's and my 
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own eggs being taken in April and I have seen advanced young 
in the first week of May. They breed in glades and the 
more open parts of evergreen-forest. 

Habits. Very similar to those of other Sunbirds. They are 
not shy birds and are common in gardens and along roads, 
feeding on the nectar in the flowers as well as on insects. They 
occur at all heights between 3,000 and 10,000 feet, possibly most 
often between 4,000 and 7.000 feet, and are resident throughout 
the year except at the highest elvations. 

(1275) iEthopyga nipalensis horsfieldi. 

Blyth’s Yellow-backed Sunbird. 

(Jinnyris horsfieldi Blyth, J.A.S. B., xi, p. 107 (1842) (Descr. 
nulla) ; id. ibid., xii, p. 975 (1844) (Himalayas, restricted to 
Mussoorie). 

Aitliopyya horsfieldi. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. ‘350. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Similar to the preceding bird but with 
very little crimson showing on the back except as a narrow collar 
next the neck; the lower parts are paler and have very little or 
no scarlet streaking on the breast. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. The same as the preceding bird but with 
culmen 17 to 19 mm. though nearly always 18 mm. or under. 

Female. Not distinguishable from the other races, unless by 
the shorter bill. 

Distribution. Garhwal and Ivuman. There are no specimens 
from Nepal and it is unlikely to occur in that State unless in the 
extreme West near tiarhwal. Mr. Frith who sent the original 
specimens described by Blyth merely said they were from the 
hills (^Himalayas). 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. This Sunbird resembles the typical form but very 
little has been recorded about its habits. It occurs between 2,000 
and 6.000 feet and possibly a good deal higher than this. 


(1276) iEthopyga nipalensis victorise. 

Rippon’s Yellow-backed Sunbird. 

jiLthopyya victoria Rippon, Bull. B. O. O., xiv, p. 83 (1904) (Me. 
Victoria). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Differs from the Nepal Yellow-backed 
Sunbird in having no red at all on the back and very little 
on the sides of the neck ; from Blyth’s Yellow-backed Sunbird it 
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differs in having no trace of the red collar and in having 
tlie lower plumage richer yellow, more freely streaked with 
scarlet. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 52 to 56 mm,; tail 58 to 68 mm.; 
tarsus about 14 to 15 mm.; culmen about 18 to 20 mm. 

Female. Similar to that of the other races. 

Distribution. Mt. Victoria, Chin Hills between 6,400 and 
8,400 feet 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


Genus LEPTOCOMA 

Leptocoma Cabanis, Mus. Hein., i, p. 104 (1850). 

Type, Leptocoma hasselti Temm. =£. brasiliana G-melin. 

I can find no good characters by which this rather large and 
cumbersome group can be split up into more than one genus. 
Shelley’s five groups of his genus Cinnyris depend entirely on 
colour and, even in this respect, are very contradictory. There 
appear to be two characters which, if constant, could have been 
used as generic. These are, first, the presence or absence of breast 
tufts in the male and, secondly, the open or concealed condition of 
the nostrils. The first character at once separates five of our 
Indian forms which seem in every respect congeneric with 
Cyrtostomus jugular is, leaving three forms which have no tufts, 
minima, hasselti (=bra si liana), and zeylonica under Leptocoma . 
On the other hand, these two genera would each have some 
species with open nostrils and others with the nostrils covered 
with an operculum. L. zeylonica also in its life-history and general 
appearance is far more allied to the Cyrtostonms group than 
to the thus restricted Leptocoma group. Under these circumstances 
I retain all our species under the genus name Leptocoma which 
has page priority over Cyrtostomus and Araehnechthra . This 
genus has a post-breeding moult of all the body-feathers, when a 
plumage very similar to that of the female is acquired. 

Key to Species . 

A. Chin and throat dark-coloured and metallic. 

Males. 

a. Abdomen dark-coloured. 

a'. Upper plumage uniform in colour. 

a'. A maroon baud across the chest. . .. 
b". No maroon band across the chest . . 

b. Upper plumage varied; green, black 

and blue . 

b. Abdomen yellow. 

c. Back olive-yellow. 
c' 1 . Forehead and fore-crown violet-blue 


L. lotrnia, p. 894. 

L. asiatica. p. 896. 

L . brasiliana , p. 400. 
L. ornota , p. 401. 
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d''. Forehead and fore-crown like back . L . jiammaxillaris, 
d\ Back crimson. [p. 403. 

e ". Upper tail-coverts metallic red .... L. minima, p. 405. 
f. Upper tail-coverts metallic pur pie .. L. zeylonica, p. 406. 

B. Chin and throat pale and not metallic. 

Females. 

c. Entire lower plumage yellow. 
e\ Bump and upper tail-coverts like the 
back. 

g". Lateral tail-feathers broadly tipped 

with white . L. lotenia , p. 394. 

h". Lateral tail-feathers narrowly tipped 


with white. 

a 3 . Lower plumage rich yellow .... L. ornata , p. 402. 
b 3 . Lower plumage pale yellow. 

a x . Bill under 16 mm. L. brasiliana. p. 400. 

b A . Bill over 16 mm. 
a 5 . Lateral tail-feathers with 

narrow white tips . L . asiatica y p. 396. 

Lateral tail-feathers with [p. 403. 

broad white tips. L.Jlammaxillaris , 

f. Bump and upper tail-coverts red .... L. minima , p. 405. 
d. Chin and throat ashy-white, remaining 

lower plumage bright yellow . L. zeyloniea , p. 406. 


(1277) Leptocoma lotenia. 

L(>TEN ? S StJNEIRD. 

Certhia lotenia Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed., i, p. 188 (1766; (Ceylon). 

Arachnechthra lotenia. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 358. 

Vernacular names. Than-Jcucli (Tam.). 

Description. —Male. Whole upper plumage, lesser and median 
wing-coverts metallic green washed with purple-violet, the upper 
tail-coverts sometimes more blue; tail deep blue narrowly edged 
with metallic green ; greater wing-coverts and quills dark brown ; 
chin, throat and sides of the breast and neck metallic green changing 
to metallic purple-violet on the centre of the breast; a band 
of maroon next the breast; pectoral tufts yellow more or less 
mixed with scarlet ; remainder of lower plumage snuff-brown. 

There is, so far, nothing on record as to the non-breeding 
plumage of this ISunbird, but it will, undoubtedly, eventually be 
found to have a post-breeding moult into a plumage resembling 
that of the female. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown or red-brown ; bill, legs 
and feet black. 

Measurements. Total length about 140 mm. ; wing 55 to 
59 mm.; tail 37 to 39 mm.; tarsus 15 to 16 mm.; culmen about 
16 to 19 mm. 

Female. Whole upper plumage, wings and sides of the neck 
brown, rarely washed with greenish in freshly moulted specimens ; 
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tail dark brown, lateral feathers narrowly tipped with white; 
lower plumage pale dull yellow, brightest on the abdomen. 

Measurements. Wing about 5 mm., shorter on an average 
than in the male. 

Young birds are dull brown with pale margins to the feathers 
above ; below dull oily yellow-grey. 

Distribution. Ceylon and South India as far North as Ratua- 
giri on the West; the Deccan ( SyJces ), and Madras on the 
East. It is possible, however, that it also extends a good deal 
farther North than Madras, though the fact has not yet been 
recorded. 

Nidification. In Travancore and the greater part of Southern 
India Loten’s Sunbird breeds from January to the end of April, 
but in Karwar Davidson took its eggs as late as August. In 
Ceylon the principal breeding months are February to May. 
The nest is a pendent structure, pear-shaped and made of lichen, 
grass, leaves, moss and wool all much intermixed and matted 
together with cobwebs and then decorated externally with chips 
of wood, bark, caterpillar excreta? and a variety of other scraps,, 
loosely attached to the nest and often hanging in a long tail 
below it. The lining is of down or wool, generally the former, 
well matted and also mixed into the other materials. A. few 
nests are more round without any neck or tail but all seem 
to have a compact porch screening the entrance. They may 
be placed in any low bush or attached to trellis- work of 
verandahs and ornamental arches and are sometimes well con¬ 
cealed and sometimes very conspicuous. In Ceylon Wait says 
that in the majority of cases the nests are simply hollows made in 
the masses of flocculent spiders’ webs so common in that island. 
He writes: “ In the interior of the mess the birds press out a 
more or less globular chamber, lining the walls with vegetable 
down and generally providing a little eave of cobweb over the 
en trance.” 

The eggs generally number two only, occasionally three. The 
ground-colour is greyish-white, sometimes slightly greenish and y 
very rarely, reddish or buff. The markings consist of specks and 
freckles of grey or brownish-grey profusely scattered all over 
the egg, generally rather longitudinal in character and often 
coalescing to form a ring or cap at the larger end. Fifty eggs 
average 17*0 x 12*0 mm.: maxima 18*1x12*0 and 17*1x12*4 
mm.; minima 15*9 X 11*6 and 16*3 x 11*2 mm. 

Habits. Loten’s Sunbird is found throughout the plains and 
ascends the hills up to 5,000 feet in Southern India and up to 
3,000 feet in Ceylon. It is found alike in thin forest, cultivated 
country and constantly in gardens, the flowers of the Hibiscus 
forming a special attraction. It feeds both on the nectar of the 
flowers and also on small insects, for the most part perching and 
thrusting its long beak well into the blooms but, also, sometimes 
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hovering before them like a humming-bird. The voice is a 
pleasant loud trill, much the same as that of Leptocoma asiatica. 


Leptocoma asiatica. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Bill from front 16 to 19 mm. 

<(. Plumage less richly coloured; pectoral 

tufts less scarlet . *. L. a. asiatica , p. 396. 

b. Plumage richer; pectoral tufts more 

scarlet. L. a. intennedia, p. 398. 

B. Bill from front 13 to 15 mm. L. a. brevimstris, p. 399. 


(1278) Leptocoma asiatica asiatica. 

The Indian Pduple Sunbikd. 

Cert/ua asiatica Lath., Ind. Grn., i, p. 288 (1790) (India. Gurgaon , 
Central India). 

Arac/mechthra asiatica. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 359 (part). 

Vernacular names. Shakar Ichor a (Hind.); Juggijugi (Bhagal- 
pur): Than-kudi (Tam.); Gcwul kurulla (CingP ; Thun-thvni 
(B eng.). 



Fig. 76.—Head of L. a. asiatica. 


Description. Adult male. Whole upper plumage, lesser and 
median wing-coverts metallic purple, sometimes washed with 
violet and sometimes all more greenish : tail deep blue-black ; 
greater coverts black,those next the scapulars edged with purple; 
quills dark brown ; chin, throat, fore-neck and breast metallic 
violet-blue with a tinge of copper across the breast; remainder of 
underparts violet or purple-black; pectoral tufts mixed scarlet 
and yellow, the latter predominating. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to deep brown ; bill and legs 
black. 

^Measurements. Wing 55 to 57 mm.; tail35 to 36 mm.: tarsus 
15 to 16 mm. ; admen about 16 to 19 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage and wings dull greenish-brown ; the 
tail dark brown, the lateral feathers tipped with white; lower 
plumage dull to rather bright yellowish. 

Young birds are like the adult female with rather more grey 
lower plumage. The young males acquire a broad metallic purple 
stripe from the chin to the lower breast and the metallic upper 
plumage at the first Spring moult. 
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Males ill Wiuter lose the dark metallic plumage and become 
greenish above and light yellow below with a broad median stripe 
of metallic black. Finn and Ticehurst have shown that in 
addition to the complete Spring moult the males have a body- 
moult in the Autumn and the latter has in his collection specimens 
of the Sind race showing the new yellow feathers of the abdomen 
appearing among the old metallic feathers. In the Common 
Indian Purple Suubird both Spring and Autumn moult must 
bo most irregular as males in full breeding-plumage are common 
throughout the V> inter, but with a bird having so prolonged a 
breeding-season this is to be expected. 

Nidification. The Indian Purple Suubird breeds principally from 
January to May but the time varies greatly in different Provinces 
and in Saugor and Jhansi May to August seem the favourite 
months. Around ( Calcutta, where they are exceptionally common, 

I have seen nests with eggs in every month of the year hut it is 
exceptional for them to breed just before or just after the break 
of the rains in June and July. In the Nilgiris, where they breed 
up to S,000 feet, March to June forms the breeding-season', whilst 
in the Himalayas, which they ascend to about 4000 feet, most eggs 
are laid in May and June. In Ceylon they breed, principally, 
from November to May. The nest.‘is pear-shaped with a rather 
long neck, a tail of oddments and an entrance rather high up. 
generally with a porch hiding or semi-hiding it. Almost auv 
materials may be used in its construction, but scraps of moss, 
lichen, leaves and bits of grass form the basis always much mixed 
with cobwebs. One nest I saw was built almost entirely of scraps 
of tissue-paper, another in great part of bits of red flannel, whilst 
a third, the builders not content with an odd feather or two, was 
composed ol hardly anything but chicken-leathers. The lining is 
of down, line seeding grass or wool. The nest may be placed 
almost anywhere but nearly always within six feet or so of 
the ground, lliis Suubird does sometimes breed in thin forest or 
scrub-jungle but it is essentially a bird of the garden and often, 
indeed, of the bouse, fastening its nest to the lattices of verandahs, 
to branches ol verandah pot-plants or even to ropes and other 
convenient points iuside the houses. It lays two or three 
eggs, but most often the former in Southern India and Ceylon. 
The ground-colour is normally a pale grey hut they are often 
tinted with yellow, bull', red or green. In the great majority of 
eggs the markings consist primarily of flecks' and freckles of 
greyish-brown covering the whole egg profusely but nearly ahvays 
most- numerous at the larger end. In some there is a well-defined 
ring aud in others a blurred cap. In a few eggs the markings 
are sparse elsewhere but form broad rings or caps at the larger 
ends. Exceptional eggs are rich red-brown in general tint rather 
than grey-brown. One hundred eggs in uiy own collection 
average 16-3 x 11*6 mm.: maxima 17 9 X 11 '8and 16*9 x 12*3 mm.; 
minima 14*1 x 11*0 and 15*1 x 10*9 nun. A very large egg taken 
by Blewitt measured 19*3 X 13*4 mm. 
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Most birds have two broods, and many, three, in the year. 

Habits. I his sprightly little bird is a feature of even' Indian 
garden, which he adorns with his presence and helps to keep 
■cheerful with his song, which Inglis likens “in some respects to 
that of a canary.” The ordinary note is the shrill, but pleasant, 
till! or the genus. It is a most active and energetic little bird 
ever on the move; sometimes dodging about the branches of a 
flowering shrub, first hanging head downwards to peer into some 
flower, then dashing at a leaf to secure a tinv insect and anon 
poised on quivering wing it hovers in front of another’ bloom 
seeking its dinner of nectar, seasoned with small insects. Its 
display is very beautiful. It hovers vertically in the air its 
wings beating so quickly that only a haze of feathers is seen 
m front of which its pectoral plumes show like a blaze. For 
a few seconds this attitude is maintained, then with a flick of 
its wings it is away, only to return in a few moments to the same 
■spot and repeat the performance. 

In the greater part of its habitat this bird is resident, but it 
deserts the higher hills in Winter and in the Punjab also it seems 
to be only a Summer visitor. 


( 12 / 9 ) Leptocoma asiatica intermedia. 

The Burmese Purple Suneird. 

Arachnechthra intermedia, Hume, Ibis, 1870, p. 486 (Tippera 
Eastern Bengal). 

Arachnechthra asiatica. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 359 (part). 

Vernacular names. Thun-thuni (Beng.); Shahar lchora (Hind.); 
Man-pyi-soi (Burmese, Kyoukse District). 

Description. Similar to the Indian Purple Sun bird but generally 
m'ore richly coloured, the prevailing metallic tint being violet 
■rather than green ; the pectoral tufts are larger and more mixed 
with scarlet. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 56 to 58 mm.; culrnen 17 to 20mm. 

Female. Similar to that of the preceding bird but generally 
more yellow below. 6 J 

Distribution. Extreme Eastern Bengal, Assam, Burma, South 
to Tenassenm, East to the Karen Hills and thence into the 
Indo-Chinese countries. 

Nidification. The Purple Sunbird’s breeding in Burma has 
never been recorded but Hopwood took nests in the Lower 

i •? i V r m ;U1( ^ Macdonald in Myingyan in the same month, 
whilst I found it breeding in small numbers in Cacliar and Sylliet 
as well as in Tippera and Chittagong, districts of Eastern Bengal. 
All the nests with eggs seen by me were in April and May but it 
almost certainly breeds in March and June also, as I once saw 


miSTfty 


LEPXOCOMA. 



\ i 

399 



young able to fly in the second week of April and was told of 
a nest containing eggs on the 18th June in Silehar. The nest is 
much the same as that of L. a. asiatica, a very pretty but untidy 
pear-shaped affair, made of all sorts of rubbish and decorated 
with a variety of cocoons, spiders’ egg-bags, excretae of caterpillars, 
etc. The entrance, which is half-way up, sometimes has a porch 
and sometimes none. The nest is generally placed in a low 
bush, or in a trellis over an arch or verandah which is more or 
less covered by a creeper and all those of which I have notes have 
been built in gardens. The eggs number two or three and ran°e 
through the same variations as those of the precedin'* bird. 
Pifteen eggs average 16-0 x 11*3 mm.: maxima 16' 7 x IT1 and 
16-6 x 11-8 mm.; minima 15'3xl0'8 mm. 

Habits. The Burmese race of the Purple Sunbird seems nowhere 
to he the extremely common bird the Indian race is. Over Assam 
and the extreme Eastern districts of Bengal it occurs as a very 
rare frequenter of gardens and compounds, perhaps two or three 
pairs only being found in a comparatively big station. In parts 
of Burma it is a little more numerous but nowhere common even 
there. In all other respects the habits of the two birds are identical 


(1280) Leptocoma asiatica brevirostris. 

The Sind Purpeb Sunbird. 


Nectarinia brevirostris Blanf., Ibis, 1873, p. 86 (Jalk, Baluchistan). 
Arachnechthra asiatica. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 359 (part). 


Vernacular names. Dunlarg (Sind). 

Description. Differs from the two preceding forms in its smaller 
bill and its less brilliant violet or purple upper parts, which are 
more often green than in the other races ; the pectoral tufts are 
in most cases small and less marked with red. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. Wing 55 to 57 mm. • tail 34 to 35 mm. ; tarsus 
15 to 1(> mm.; culmen 13 to 15 mm. 


Female. Generally rather paler and less richly coloured than 
m either of the other races of this species. 

Distribution. Sind, Baluchistan, Afghanistan and the border¬ 
land ot the North-West Frontier Province. It extends to 
Eastern Persia aud to the districts East of the Persian Gulf. 

Nidification. Pitman found this Sunbird breeding in great 
numbers in Debra Ismail Ivlian in April.and early May and Tiee- 
hurst says that in Sind it breeds from April onwards, "it possibly 
breeds considerably later than this also, for he saw males assuming 
the post-nuptial plumage as late as October and the 5th November 
In Bengal most males of L.a. asiatica assume the Winter plumage 
in July and August immediately after breeding in May and June, 
but those which breed early or late advance or retard the moult 
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accordingly, so we may assume the Sind race does the same. 
The nest resembles that, of Leptocomaa. asiatiea and no description 
is necessary. The eggs, also, are like those of that bird but, f 
have seen none with a red tint. Twenty-five eggs average 16-9 x 
11-7 mm. : maxima 17-9xl1.-S mm. and 17-8xl2’l mm.; minima 
15-3 X1T7 and 17 - 8xll , 0mm. 

The male bird is said sometimes to display perched on a twig, 

Habits. Similar to those of the other races. A considerable 
number of birds seem to leave Upper and Cent ral Sind In Winter 
and at that season the numbers correspondingly increase in 
Lower Sind. In the Frontier Province they are resident all the 
year round though doubtless they leave the higher hills in W inter. 
Whitehead found it common on the Samana in Summer, arriving 
in March and leaving again in September. 



(1281) Leptocoma brasiliana. 

Van Hasbeet’s Sunhiud. 

Certliia l/raniliu/iu Mm el in, Syst. Nat. i, p. 474 (1788) (Brazil, in 
error a ; Java, Ober/ioliur). 

Arachnechthra hasselti . Hlanf. & Oates, ii, p. 360. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. — Male. Forehead to nape metallic golden-green ; 
lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, sides and back of the neck, the upper 
back, inner secondaries and all the wing-coverts, except next to 
the scapulars, velvety-black; lower back, scapulars and adjoining 
wing-coverts, rump and upper tail-coverts metallic purple-blue, 
in a few specimens more green ; tail deep blue, edged with metallic 
purple-blue; primaries and outer secondaries dark brown ; chin, 
throat and fore-neck metallic amethyst; breast and upper abdomen 
deep maroon; vent, posterior abdomen and flanks and under tail- 
coverts dull black ; under wing-coverts and axillaries black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to dark brown ; bill dark brown, 
the gape and mouth cinnamon-red; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Wing 45 to 50 mm. ; tad 28 to 29 mm.; tarsus 
12 to 13 mm.; culmen 13 to 15 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage olive-green, the feathers of the crown 
with almost concealed dark centres: tail almost black, wings dark 
brown, the edges of the feathers of both greenish-rufous ; lateral 
tail-feathers with narrow whitish tips ; lower plumage dull 
yellow, the flanks and breast darker and suffused with grey-green ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts yellowish-white. 

Distribution. Assam, Tippera, Chittagong, Manipur, Lushai 
and the whole of Burma, South through the Malay States to Java, 
Sumatra and Borneo. It is very rare in Assam but straggles 
into Cachar and Sylhet on the South and to Lakhimpur on the 
North of the Brahmaputra. 
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Nidification. All that is recorded is a note in Hume's 4 Nests 
and Eggs' without name, date or locality which describes the 
nest as a “lovely little Felled purse/’ made entirely of the glis¬ 
tening red-brown scales taken From the basal portions oF^the 
stems oF Ferns, densely felted together, coated thinly with fine 
black moss, roots and white silk from cocoons and finally deco¬ 
rated with scraps of moss and lichen. The eggs are cafe au-Iait 
colour, mottled in a zone at the larger end with dusky-grey. They 
measure 14-7 X 10*4 and 14-5 x 10-2 mm. 

Nests taken by Ilouwing in Sumatra are described as similar to 
those of Leptocoma asiatica , but the eggs are pale violet-grey and 
the markings consist of tiny specks and lines of purple-black 
with others underlying of grey and neutral tint. They were 
taken in June and July. 

Habits. Davison records it as extremely common in South 
Tenasserim, frequenting not only gardens and coconut groves but 
also thin forest and the Mangrove swamps. He describes it as a 
typical Honeysucker, feeding almost exclusively on nectar and 
uttering a feeble “chip, chip” as it flies from one flower to 
another. 


Leptocoma ornata. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Bill under 19 mm. X. o. ornata, p. 401. 

B. Bill 19 mm. or over. X. o. blanfonti, p. 402. 


(1282) Leptocoma ornata ornata*. 

The Malay Yellow-breasted Sckbird. 

Cinnyris crnatus Lesson, Diet. Sei. Nat. i, 1788, p. 474 (Java). 

Amchnechthra pectoralis. Blank & Oates, ii, p. 361. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Forehead, fore-crown and cheeks metallic 
blue; lores dusky black; sides of head and neck, upper plumage, 
lesser and median wing-coverts olive-yellow, the rump and upper 
tail-coverts brightest; lail very dark brown, edged with green 
and the lateral feathers narrowly tipped with white; chin, throat 
and fore-neck metallic violet bordered by metallic blue, more 
broadly on the breast where it is edged with a narrow broken 
band of maroon; pectoral tufts orange-yellow; lower plumage 
bright golden yellow; axillaries and under wing-coverts pale 
yellow. 


* The name Cinnyris pectoralis Horsf. 1821 is preoccupied by Cinvyris 
pectoralis Vieill. 1819, and cannot therefore be used. Oberholser (Smiths. 
Misc. Ooll. 60, p. 18. 1912) shows that Lesson’s name ornata is the earliest 
available name which can be used. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris very dark brown ; bill, legs and feet 
black. 


Measurements. Wing 50 to 55 mm.; tail 34 to 36 mm.; tarsus* 
14 to 15 mm.; culmen 16 to 18 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage olive-yellow, the feathers of the head 
with concealed darker centres ; below bright yellow, less golden 
than in the male, and suffused with green on the breast and 
flanks ; wings and tail as in the male. 

Distribution. Tenasserim South to Java, Sumatra, Borneo,, 
Lombok, Flores, Nicobars and Malay Peninsula. 

Nidification. The nests are very similar to those of the Indian 
Purple Sun bird and are attached to slender twigs of bushes a few 
feet from the ground. They have more grass used in their con¬ 
struction than is employed by the Purple Sunbird, but they have- 
similar porches and similar untidy decorations which conceal the 
outlines of the nests and make them blend better with their sur¬ 
roundings. The eggs, two or three in number, have a pale 
yellowish-grey ground and are marked with blotches, lines and 
mottlings of reddish-brown, many looking as if they had run at 
the edges ; the secondary marks are of grey or yellowish-grey and 
the general tone of these eggs is brown rather than grey as in 
nsiatica eggs. The few eggs I have seen measure between 14*8 X 
11*1 and 17*0 x 12T mm. 

In the Nicobars they breed, so far as is known, in January 
and February. I have a nest and eggs taken in the Malay 
States in May and I am informed that they breed in Java and 
Sumatra from February to June or even July. 

Habits. Those of the genus. In the Nicobars this is a forest 
bird keeping to the outskirts and thinner tracts but elsewhere 
this Sunbird is as much a frequenter of gardens and compounds 
as are the other species. It is very common in the Nicobars and 
equally so in Java and Sumatra and in some parts of the Malay 
States, though elsewhere it is said to be less so. Hume and 
Davison say that this Sunbird has a post-nuptial plumage acquired 
after the breeding-season in the same way as that of the Purple 
Sunbird by a moult of the body-feathers. 


(1283) Leptocoma ornata blanfordi. 

Tun Kondol Yellow-breasted Sunbird. 

Cyrtostomus pcctoralis blanfordi Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O.C., xli, 
p. 74 (1921) (Kondol Island). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the Malay Yellow-breasted Sunbird 
in having a much longer, heavier bill. It is also perhaps a rather 
brighter olive-green above. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 
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Measurements. Wing 52 to 53 mm.; tail 34 to 36 mm.* 
tarsus 14 to 15 mm.; culmen 19 to 20 mm. 

Distribution. Konciol Island only. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing on record. 

Leptocoma flammaxillaris. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Breast boldly banded with orange and 

black . Z.f. flammaxillaris, p. 403. 

B. Breast faintly banded only . L.f. andamanica, p. 404. 

(1284) Leptocoma flammaxillaris flammaxillaris. 

The Burmese Yellow-breasted Sunbird. 

Nectar mi a Jla mmaxillaris Blytb, J.A. S.B., xiv, p. 557 (18451 
(Tenasserim). ' ' 

Arachnechthra flammaxillaris. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 362. 

Vernacular names. Nok-kin-plea-lek (Siam). 

Description, Male. Upper plumage and edges to all wing- 
leathers olive-green, the upper tail-coverts a little more yellowish- 
wing-feathers brown; tail blackish, the central feathers narrowly’ 
the others more boldly tipped with white; chin, throat and upper 
breast metallic purple, bordered all round with dark steel-blue; 
a band of orange-maroon on the lower breast followed by a broken 
band ot black ; pectoral tufts flame-red ; remainder of lower parts 
bright yellow; under wing-coverts yeliowish-wliite. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light brown to deep hazel ; bill 
black, mouth salmon-colour; legs and feet black. 

Measurements. \\ ing 51 to 55 mm.; tail 32 to 34 mm,; tarsus 
14 to lo mm.; culmen 15 to 17 mm. 

Female. Like the male above but with the lower parts wholly 
a duller, paler yellow. “ 

Distribution. Burma from Arakan on the West, Pegu and 
lenassernn; East to Siam, Cochin China and the Malay 
X enmsula. 

Nidification. This Sunbird was found breeding by Oates in 
Pegu in March and again in July and August whilst Darling 
took a nest in Tenasserim in February. In Siam Herbert says 
that he has obtained nests in everv month of the year and that 
nesting is in full swing by early February and continues up to the 
end of August. The nest is attached to one of the outer branches 
ot a tree or bush at any height between two and twenty feet 
from the ground. Herbert remarks : “In general appearance it 
resembles a collection of vegetable debris caught up on the branch 
in a wind; in fact the nest is a very clever representation of this, 
lhe first part of the structure is pear-shaped, stronglv woven from 
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fibre with the ends left, hanging down below; this is elaborately 
decorated with a loosely woven covering of all kinds of vegetable 
refuse which are connected with cobwebs and hang down some 
six inches below the bottom of the actual nest. The whole sur¬ 
face is often extensively overlaid with the woody refuse with which 
the wood-boring caterpillars cover the entrances to their holes. 
A little portico extends over the entrance to the nest and as tins 
generally faces towards the sheltered part of the tree, the interior 

fs very well protected from the weather.” 

The eegs number two only and the most common type has the 
•ground apnle buffy-grey profusely marked all over with yellowish- 
brown or pale brown, in most eggs also there are a few spots ot 
dark brown showing up boldly among the more ill-defined freckles. 
A few e^gs have the ground bluish-grey and the marking* moie 
sparse and also bolder. Thirty-eight eggs average 15-4 x 1T1 • 
maxima 16 2 X 11-8 and 1GT X 120 mm.; minima 14'4 X 10-J and 
16*0x10-5 mm. 

Habits. This is a very cheerful, lively little bird as energetic 
and ns restless as the rest of the genus and like them haunting 
flowering shrubs in gardens and open forest. Herbert says that 
in Siam they are particularly numerous in the fruit-gardens round 
Bangkok, several pairs often feeding together. The note is the 
usual trill but both this and the song seem to be feebler than it is 
in the L . asiatica group. Although not recorded, there is no 
doubt that this Smibird assumes a plumage similar to that of the 
female at the termination of the breeding-season, probablv 
differing in having the underparts a brighter yellow with a mesial 
metallic stripe. 


(1285) Leptocoma flammaxillaris andamanica. 

The Andaman Sunbird. 

Arachnechthra andamanica Hume, Str. Feath., i, p. 404 (1873) 
(Andamans); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 363. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Differs from the preceding bird in having 
little or no red or black on the breast; the pectoral tufts are 
yellow and the abdomen and flanks are much paler and duller 
yellow; some birds have a small but distinct pale yellow super- 

cilium. « 

In the non-breeding season the male assumes the plumage ot 
the female, but is brighter yellow below and retains a metallic 
streak down the breast and abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts as in the Burmese race. 

Measurements. ’Wing 52 to 58 mm.; tail 32 to 38 mm.: tarsus 
14 to 15 mm.; culmen 18 to 19 mm. 

Female. Differs from the preceding bird only in having a 
longer bill. 
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Distribution. Andamans only. 

Nidification. Osmaston, Wickham and Anderson found many 
nests of this Sunbird round about Port Blair. The first-named 
describes the nests as follows :— 11 The nests are oval in shape, the 
entrance hole being situated near the top and overhung by a 
portico of fine grasses. The nest is composed of a variety of 
materials, chiefly fine grasses, bits of dead leaves and vegetable* 
fibres. It is lined with down or fine grass-stems. It bangs 
suspended from some twig or grass-stem, usually under an over¬ 
hanging bank, often close to the ground, less frequently at. some 
considerable height up in a shrub or tree.” It breeds from 
February to May and sometimes in June and again in August, and 
probably have two or more broods in the year. The eggs are 
invariably two only in number and are very similar lo those of the 
preceding race, but in this the great majority have a pale bluish 
ground-colour and are more sparingly yet more boldly and more 
handsomely marked than the eggs of that bird. Eighteen eggs 
in my collection average 16*7 X 11*7 mm., whilst 26 measured by 
Osmaston average 16*5x 1T4 mm.: maxima 17*9x10*7 and 
15*3 x 12*0 mm.; minima 15*3 X 12*0 and 17*9 x 10*7 mm. 

Habits. An exceedingly common little bird throughout the 
Andamans, frequenting both forest, scrub-jungle and, "wherever 
there are such, gardens and cultivated lands as, for instance, round 
Port Blair where it breeds in great numbers. It is said to he a 
bold, confiding Sunbird with the usual flight, voice and diet of 
the genus. 

(1286) Leptocoma minima. 

The Small Sunbiud, 

Cinni/ris minima Sykes, P. Z. S., 1832, p. 99 (Deccan). 

Araeknechthya minima. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 363. 

Vernacular names. Oliota Shakar Jchom (Hind.). 

Description.—Male. Forehead to nape brilliant metallic green; 
lores and sides of ihe head dull black; back, scapulars and visible 
portions of lesser and median wing-coverts deep crimson; rump 
and upper tail-coverts brilliant lilac; tail black; greater wing- 
coverts and quills dull black ; chin, throat and fore-neck metallic 
purple-lilac; breast and sides of neck crimson like the hack; a 
black band across the lower breast; abdomen and flanks yellow, 
faintly washed on the flanks with olive; axillaries and under 
wing-coverts yellowish-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill, legs and feet 
black. 

Measurements. Wing 46 to 48 mm.; tail 28 to 29 mm.; tarsus 
13 to 14 mm.; culmen 12 to 14 min. 

Female. Upper plumage, sides of head and neck and visible 
portions of wing-coverts olive-green ; rump and upper tail-coverts 
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deep maroon ; tail black; wing-quills dark brown edged with olive; 
lower plumage all oily-yellow, brightest on the throat, breast and 
•centre of the abdomen. 

The Young male seems to acquire the adult plumage very 
irregularly. As a rule the crimson is acquired first, then the 
metallic rump and upper tail-coverts and lastly the metallic throat 
and crown. 

Distribution. Ceylon and the South-Western Hills of India 
from the latitude of Bombay to the extreme South of Travaucore. 
It does not occur East of the Deccan. 

Nidification. The Small Sunbird breeds in Ceylon and Travaucore 
in February, March and April, whilst in Kanara it breeds from 
December to April. In the Nilgiris it breeds in September and 
October but the nests and eggs recorded as taken by Davison were 
not those of this little Sunbird. The nests are very much the same 
ns those of the Purple Sunbird but much smaller and, though the 
Purple Sunbird often uses some moss in their construction, this 
small Sunbird makes green moss his staple material. Davidson 
writes that they are “ ornamented with broad bands of white 
material and suspended in nine cases out of ten at about three 
feet from the ground on the edge of a plant of Strobilanthus. 
Phillips took two undoubted nests of this little Sunbird near 
Anasigalla in Ceylon. 

The eggs are nothing like those of the L . asiaticci group, but 
have the ground a pure white, very rarely tinged with pink. The 
primary markings consist of reddish blotches, sparse elsewhere 
but dense in a zone round the larger end; the secondary marks 
are of pale reddish-grey, still more scanty in number. In fact the 
•eggs are far more like those of JEthopyga than those of the other 
species of the genus Leptocoma. Twenty eggs average 14*0 x 
10*2 mm.: maxima 14*5 x 10*4 mm.; minima 13*5 x 9*9 mm. 

Habits. The Small Sunbird is similar to the other larger species 
•of Leptocoma in its habits and, like most of them, is found both in 
thin forest, scrub and in gardens, though it does not seem io breed 
in the latter. Bourdillon found it in deep evergreen-forest in 
Travancore and says that there he never met with it in the true 
plains, though it is common in the broken ground at the. foot of 
the hills and ascends to the highest peaks. In the Nilgiris also 
it is found from the bases up to about 8,000 feet. 

(1287) Leptocoma zeylonica. 

The Purple-rumped Sunbird. 

Certhia zeylonica Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed. i, p. 181 (1766) (Ceylon). 

Arachnechthra zeylonica. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 364. 

Vernacular names. ShaJcar khora (Hind.); Man choongi (Beng.); 
Than-kndi (Tam.); Mai sutika (Cing.). 

Description,—Male. Forehead, crown and lesser wing-coverts 
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amxed metallic green and purple-copper varying in degree 
according to tl.e light; neck, sides or the head, back, scapulars and 
jnedm" wing-coverts deep dull crimson: rump and upper tail- 
•coverts metallic purple-blue ; tail black, the lateral leathers tipped 
with pale brown, broadly below, narrowly above; wing-quills and 
greater coverts brown with rufous edges : chin and throat metallic 
purple; a band of dull crimson and then one of black across the 
breast, the two often much mixed; breast, abdomen and under 
tail-coverts bright yellow; the flanks, axillaries and under wing- 
•coverts greyish-white. b 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson to red-brown; bill, legs and 
feet black. . b 

Measurements. Wing 51 to 54 mm.; tail 33 to 36 mm.; tarsus 
Lo to 16 mm.; culmen 13 to 16 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage and wing-coverts ashy olive-brown • 
upper tail-coverts and tail black, the feathers of the latter tipped 
with pale brown as in the male; wing-quills and greater coverts 
brown edged with rufous; lower plumage as in the male but 
fuller and with the chin, throat and sides of the head ashy-white • 
lores and a patch behind the eye dark brown; a small, indefinite 
supercihum whitish. 

Distribution. Ceylon; India North to Bombay, throughout the 
Central Provinces and thence East to Chota Nagpur and Bengal 
as far West as Burdwan commonly and, rarely, to Calcutta, where 
I have myself seen it. It is common in Dacca and Faridpore aud 
is said to occur in Assam but I never met with it during 30 years’ 
residence in that Province. Inglis did not obtain it in Cachar or 
Primrose m Uoa para. It does not occur in Bihar. On the 
Jiast ot India its distribution is not satisfactorily worked out, but 

I have had eggs, nest and bird sent me from the Cuttack District 
or Orissa. 

Nidification. The Purple-rumped Sunbird breeds throughout its 
habitat m practically every month of tl.e year, though few nests 
will be found dur.ng the great heat of May, J une and July. The 
nest ,s similar to that of the Purple Sunbird, and like that bird’s, 
is otten placed in a mass of cobweb so -that it looks more like 
a mass of windblown odds and ends, caught by the cobwebs, 
rather than a bird s nest. On the whole it is built at greater 
heights trom the ground, more often over ten feet than under, and 
often twenty, thirty feet or more high up on an outer slender 
branch of a big tree. The eggs number two, very exceptionally 
three, and cannot be distinguished from those of L. asiatica thouch 
a large series may average paler. Eggs boldly marked or with 
well-defined blotches are as rare in one as in the other. A hundred 
•eggs average 16-4x11-8 mm.: maxima 18-0x12-2 aud 17-Ox 
127 inm.; minima 144x 11*2 and 14-9x11-0 nun. 

Habits. Similar to (hose of the Purple Sunbird. They frequent 
both forests, especially the thin deciduous Sal forests,'cultivated 
iand> and gardens, and have been known to build their nests inside 
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verandahs and buildings, though not nearly so commonly as does 
the Purple Sunbird. They are birds of the plains but ascend the 
Nilgiris, Palnis and other South Indian Hills up to some 
2,500 feet and are found up to 3,000 feet in Travancore. 


Genus ANTHREPTES. 

Antlireptes Swain son, Class. B. ii, p. 320 (1837). 

Type, Antlireptes malcicensis Scop. 

This name antedates that of Anthotlireptes Cabanis, 1850. 

The genus Antlireptes differs from Arachnechthra • m having a 
deeper and much straighter hill, the lower mandible being straight 
or almost so. The sexes differ in colour. 

A. hypoyrammica is rather different from any other species of 
this genus in its peculiar striped under plumage and should,, 
perhaps, be removed to the genus Ilypoyrumma (Reich. Handb* 
Scans, p. 314, 1850) created for this bird. 


Key to Sj)ecies. 


A. Lower plumage streaked; male3 with no 

pectoral tuft. 

13, Lower plumage plain ; males with bright 
pectoral tufts. 

a. Whole upper plumage metallic. 

a. Sides of head greenish-yellow .... 
b'. Sides of head rufous. 

b. Metallic plumage, if any, confined to 

head. 

c\ Forehead and crown metallic green . 
d'. Forehead and crown like the back. 

a". Bill over 15 mm. . .. 

b" . Bill under 15 mm. 


A. hypoyrammica , p. 408. 


A . malcicensis , p. 409. 
A. rlwclolcema , p. 41L 


A. simplex , <J, p. 411. 

) A. malcicensis , 5 , p. 409. 
j A. rhoclulcema, j, p. 411. 
A. simplex , J, p. 411. 


(1288) Anthreptes hypogrammica hypogrammica. 

The Batjded Suxbird. 

Nectarinia hypoyrammica 8. Miill., Verband. Nat. Gescli., Zool* 
Aves, p. 173 (1843) (Sumatra). 

Anthotlireptes hypoyrammica. Blanf. & Gate?, ii, p. 305. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. A collar on the hind-neck, rump and upper 
fail-coverts deep metallic blue; remainder of upper plumage, 
lesser and median wing-coverts yellowish olive-green; tail black, 
the lateral feathers tipped with white; wing-quills and greater 
coverts dark brown, edged with olive-green, the innermost second¬ 
aries nearly all this colour; chin, throat and fore-neck yellowish- 
grey, streaked with brownish-green ; breast and abdomen yellow, 
streaked with the same; flanks, vent and under tail-coverts all 
brownish-green ; axillafies and under wing-coverts yellowish-white* 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill horny-black; the 
gape yellow in the male; legs and feet greenish-brown to dark 
plumbeous-green. 

Measurements. Wing 62 to 6S mm.; tail 44 to 49 mm.; tarsus 
1/ to 18 mm.; culmen 17 to 19 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male but with the hind-neck, rump and 
upper tail-coverts the same colour as the back. 

Distribution. Western Burma from Akvab to Tenasserira, 
down the Malay States to Singapore; Sumatra and Borneo. 



Fig, 77.—Head of A. h. hi/poijrammica. 

Nidification. Moulton took a nest of this Sunbird near 
Sarawak on the loth August. It was attached to the end of a 
leaf of a Betel palm over twenty feet from the ground and in 
general appearance was very like many nests of the Purple Sun- 
bird, though there was no porch over the entrance. It was made 
of scraps of bark, lichen, dried moss, leaves and fibre bound 
together with cobwebs and adorned with the usual miscellaneous 
collection of bits, untidily attached by spiders’ webs, with a lining 
of seed-down. It measured about eight inches long bv about 
tour to five wide. The two eggs are pale lilac-grey with a few 
blotches and many scriggly lines of purple-black' mostly confined 
to a broad indefinite ring at the larger end; the secondary spots 
are of pale lavender and grey. They measure 18-Ox 13-0 and 
18-Ox 13-2 mm. 

Habits. 1 eiy little recorded. 1 lie birds frequent both open 
forest and gardens, feeling on flowering shrubs and also high trees 
and are said to be especially partial to flowering Betel-nut and 
Coco palms. Tlieir diet is a combination of nectar and insects 
like th.it ol olher Sunbirds but insects form the greater portion 
Tlieir flight is said to be rather slower and heavier than that 
of the genus ueptoconia. 

(1289) Anthreptes malacensis malacensis. 

Tub Bkown-tukoated Scnbikd. 

Cortina malacensis Scop., Del. Flor. et Faun. Insubr., ii, p 91 (1780 
(Malacca). . \ 

Anthothreptes malaccensis. Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 306. 

Vernacular names. Nok-kin-plea-yai (Siam). 

Description.—Male. Forehead, crown, back and sides of neck 
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metallic copper-violet, with green reflections varying according to 
the light; rump, upper tail-coverts, lesser and median wing-coverts 
brilliant metallic purple-blue, scapulars and inner median wing- 
coverts brown with maroon tips; tail black with bluish reflections 
and with broad purple-blue edges to the central pair of feathers; 
greater coverts and wing-quills brown edged with olive-green or, 
generally, with maroon on the coverts; lores and sides of the head 
dull brownish-olive; chin, throat and fore-neck cinnamon-brown 
with a metallic purple stripe on either side; breast bright yellow 
tinged with green on vent, posterior flanks and under tail-coverts ; 
axillarie* and under wing-coverts very pale yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red, crimson or dark brown ; bill 
dark horny-brown to almost black, gape orange; legs and feet 
horny greenish-brown, greenish-plumbeous or dark dull green, 
claws brown. 

Measurements. Wing 63 to 70 mm.; tail 47 to 49 mm.; tarsus 
15 to 17 mm.; culmen 16 to 18 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage yellowish olive-green, the feathers of 
the crown with dark centres; the lores and a patch tinder the eye 
more yellow; tail dark brown tipped very narrowly with paler 
and edged with rufous-olive; lesser wing-coverts like the back; 
other coverts and quills dark brown edged with rufous-olive; ear- 
coverts olive-green with pale shafts; lower plumage yellow, paler 
on the chin and throat and washed with green on the flanks, vent 
and under tail-coverts. 

Distribution. Arakan, Tenasserim down the Malay States to 
Singapore and on the coastal islands; South Siam, Annam, 
Sumatra, Java and Borneo. With more material many island 
birds might be separable: thus a female from Sarri Island off 
Timor and again one from Siam have greyish throats whilst the 
males have very green breasts. For the present I retain all under 
the typical name. 

Nidification. The Brown-thioated Sunbird breeds practically 
throughout the year. Herbert and Williamson found nests with 
•eggs from the 7th February to 6th September and Ivellow took 
them near Taiping in January. The nests are oval or slightly 
pear-shaped and are made of fibre, roots and grass woven in with 
down and cobwebs and lined with finer grass, grass seeds and 
cotton-down. The entrance is protected in many cases with a 
rough, coarsely-made pad of fibre which projects over it but does 
not come down and semi-conceal it as it does in some Sunbirds 
nests. The nests taken by Low in Borneo were all of the round 
or oval type and had no portico over the entrance. A very 
favourite site for building is the end of a leaf of a Betel-nut 
tree between 25 and 35 feet from the ground, but the nest may be 
attached to the end of a small branch of any tree or bush, some¬ 
times within two or three feet of the ground. The eggs are always 
two and in ground-colour vary from pure white, which is rare, 
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to rather deep purplish-pink. The primary marks consist of 
numerous twisted lines of purple-black with secondary blotches 
and moftlings of lilac-grey and lavender. Fifty eggs average 
17’3x 12-6 mm.: maxima 19*5 x 12*3and 18*4 x 13*3 mm.; minima 
16*5 x 12*1 and 16*7 X 12*0 mm. 

Habits. This is the most common and most widespread of the 
Malayan Sunbirds and is found all over the plains and lower hills 
up to some 3,000 feet. It keeps to open country, gardens and 
cultivation but is also sometimes found in thin forest or in the 
outskirts of dense evergreen-forests. It is said to be more of an 
insect-eater than the birds of the genus Leptocoma , but to be 
almost as active on the wing and in the way it climbs and clings 
when hunting the foliage for insects. Its voice is a weak chirrup, 
rather musical and frequently uttered. 


(1290) Anthreptes rhodolsema. 

The Rufous-theoated Sunbied. 

Anthreptes rhodolcema Shelley, Mon. Nect., p. 313 (1878) (Malacca). 

Anthothreptes rhodolcema. Blanf. & Oates, li, p. 367. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Similar to A. m. malacensis but with the 
crown and back metallic green, with more or less copper reflections; 
the under plumage is much more green; the extent of maroon on 
the wings is greater and the lores and sides of the head are 
suffused with this colour with a definite patch of maroon behind 
the upper part of the eye; the chin and throat are generally 
more crimson-rufous. 

Colours of soft parts a9 in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 65 to 70 mm. ; tail 46 to 49 mm.; tarsus 
about 16 mm.; oilmen 16 to 18 mm. 

Female indistinguishable from that of the Brown-throated Sun- 
bird. 

Distribution. Tenasserim to Sumatra and Borneo; South and 
Peninsular Siam. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 


Anthreptes simplex. 

Nectannia simplex S. Mull., Verliaiid. Nat. Gescli., Zool. Aves, p. 62 
(1843). 1 

Type-locality: Borueo. 

The typical form differs from that found within our limits in 
being rather darker above and below. 
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(1291) Anthreptes simplex xanthochlora. 


The Plain-coloured Sunbied. 

Anthreptes xanthochlora Hume, Str. Feath., iii, p. 320 footnote 
(1875) (Pabvi, Tenasseriin). 

Anthothreptes simplex. I31anf. & Oates, ii, p. 367. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Forehead metallic dark green; remaining 
whole upper plumage, wing coverts and edges of quills olive yellow- 
green; wing-quills, except the edges, brown; sides of the head 
and lores ashy-green; chin, throat and fore-neck greyish-green, 
becoming a dull pale olive-yellow on the breast and abdomen, 
washed with ashy-green on the flanks and under tail-coverts \ 
axillaries and under wing-coverts yellowish-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris crimson-lake to brown ; bill dark 
horny-brown; legs and feet pple reddish-green. 

Measurements. Wing 59 to 61 mm.; tail 42 to 48 mm.; tarsus 
about 17 to 18 mm.; culmen 13 to 14 mm, 

Female. Similar to the male but with no metallic dark fore¬ 
head and decidedly smaller ; wing only 51 to 57 mm. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam and Malay Penin¬ 
sula. 

Nidification. A nest taken by Hopwood at Maungmagan, near 
Tavoy, on the sea-coast, is described by him as “ resembling a 
Munia's nest but larger and pendulous, the entrance hole near the 
top but without a portico; made principally of grass and fibre, 
the ends sticking out in all directions. The lining of silk-cotton, 
thickly felted and reaching up the sides of the nest to the top.” 
This nest was taken on the 17th March. The two eggs contained 
in it measure 201x13*0 and 18*6x12*9 mm., and are probably 
exceptionally large. They are like rather dull, weakly marked 
eggs of Anthreptes m . malacensis and can be matched in colour by 
many of the latter. 

Habits. Those of the genus. It is more an insect-eater than a 
honey- or nectar-sucker and may be seen busily hunting the foliage 
of mangrove and Betel-nut trees along the shore. It ascends 
the hills up to some 2,000 feet but it is typically a plains’ and not 
a mountain bird. Ilopwood found it more a forest bird than a 
haunter of gardens and fruit orchards, though it often enters 
these in searching for food. 
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Subfamily ARACHNOTHERTNJi. 

The Sunbirds of this Subfamily are characterized by a somewhat 
massive body, a long, powerful bill and non-metal lie plumage. 
The sexes are alike or almost so. The tail is short and fairly 
well graduated. There is only one genus, represented within 
Indian limits by four species. 


Genus ARACHNOTHERA. 

Arachnothera Teinin., PI. Col. pi. 383, note (1826L 
Type, Arachnothera chrysogenys Tern in. 

In the genus Arachnothera the bill is long, about twice the 
length of the head or longer, stout aud strongly curved, with the 
culmen ridged between the nostrils. The sexes are alike dr 
almost so and the plumage in both is very largely green. 


Key to Species . 


A. Part of the sides of the head yellow . 

13. No yellow on the sides of the head. 

a. Upper plumage streaked . 

b. Upper plumage not streaked. 

a . Lower plumage uniform ashy-green, 

faintly streaked .*. 

b\ Lower plumage yellow, chin and throat 
white.. 


A. chrysoyenys , p. 413. 
A. magna , p. 414. 


A . ajfinis, p. 417. 

A. longirost.ra , p. 418. 


Arachnothera chrysogenys. 

Nectarinia chrysogenys Temm., PI. Col., pi. 388, fig. i (1826). 
Type-locality: Java. 

This form differs from that found in Tenasserim in being 
decidedly darker above and in being duller aud more suffused with 
ashy ou the breast and flanks. 


(1292) Arachnothera chrysogenys intensiflava. 

The Tenasserim Yellow-eared Srider-ILuntcii. 

Arachnothera chrysogenys intensiyiava Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. C., 
xlvi, p. 14 (1925) (Kossoom, Tenasserim). 

Arachnothera chrysogenys. Blanb & Oates, ii, p. 371. 

Vernacular names. Noue recorded. 

Description. Above olive yellowish-^reen, the feathers of the 
crown with concealed dark centres; coverts and quills dark brown 
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edged with the colour of the back but rather brighter; a short 
supereilinm and lengthened tuft of feathers behind and above the 
gape brilliant vellow; ear-coverts, sides of head and neck like the 
back; chin, throat and upper breast ashy-green, the feathers 
edged with brighter yellow, the lower breast becoming more yellow 
and changing entirely to yellow on the abdomen, vent and undei 
tail-coverts; flanks washed with ashy-green; axillaries and under 
wing-coverts pale dull yellowish. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill dark horny-brown the 
edges of both mandibles yellowish to within about lo mm. or the 
tip; legs and feet fleshy-white. 

Measurements. Wing 77 to 88 min.; tail 37 to 43mm.; tarsus 
17 to 18 mm.; culmen 34 to 38 mm, 

Distribution. Tenasserim from Mergui South to Malacca and 
Singapore Island. 

Nidification. Not known. 

Habits. Very little recorded. Davison remarks that “ it affects 
gardens more than any of the other species ; in fact all our speci¬ 
mens were obtained in gardens and none about coco-nut groves 
and forest trees ; and though, of course, it must occasionally occur 
about these also, I do not think I have ever observed it in forest 
or scrub jungle, or anywhere except in or about villages. In all 
its habits it resembles the other species.” 
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Arachnothera magna. 

Key to Subsj^ecies. 


ci . Back and rump distinctly streaked . A . m . magna , p. 414. 

b. Back and rump indistinctly streaked . A. m . aurata , p. 416. 


(1293) Arachnothera magna magna. 

The Indian Streaked Spider-Huntbh. 

Cinnyris magna Hodgs., Ind. Rev., ii, p. 272 (1837) (Nepal). 

Arachnothera magna . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 369. 

Vernacular names. Dom-sirioJc-pho (Lepch.); Yedong-pichancj 
(Bbut.). 

Description. Whole upper plumage and visible portions of wing- 
coverts olive-yellow; the crown to nape with black centres and 
lesser and median coverts the same; back and rump with broad 
blackish central streaks to each feather; tail olive-yellow with pale 
yellowish tips and broad blackish subterminal bands ; sides of head 
like the back but paler; whole under plumage pale yellowish with 
bold black central streaks. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or red-brown ; bill black ; legs* 
dull to clear orange-tan or orange-yellow. 
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Measurements. Wing So to 96 mm.; tail 46 to 64 mm.; tarsus- 
19 to 22mm.; oilmen 34 to 41 mm. 


Distribution. Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley (Stoliczka) to 
the extreme East and South of Assam; Manipur, Lushai Hills, 
Chittagong Hill Tracts; Arakan, Chin Hills, Tenasserim as far 
South as Turov and the Thoungyin Valley. 



Fig. 78. — Head of A. m. mngna. 


Nidification. The Indian Streaked Spider-Hunter breeds from 
the foot-hills of the Himalayas commonly up to some 4,000 feet- 
and less often up to about 3,000 feet. Most eggs are laid between 
the loth April and the end of June but I have taken eggs in the 
first week of March and again as late as fbe first week in Septem¬ 
ber and possibly many birds have two bioods. The nests are 
fastened to the under surface of some large leaf, in five instances 
out of ten under plantain leaves; in four out of ten under castor- 
oil leaves or dock leaves and, occasionally, under leaves of the 
giant creepers or other plants. Alt hough the nests vary greatly in 
size they are all of the same description, neat compact nests made 
almost entirely of skeleton leaves, very strongly bound together 
with cobwebs, a few fine grasses, plantain and other fibres; 
the rim of (he nest is attached to the under surface of the leaf 
with numerous fibres, cobwebs and cotton pulled through a bole 
made by the bird's beak and twisted into a knot on the upper side. 
The entrance is a semicircular hole and, as a rule, the rim of the 
nest on the hole side hangs some half inch away from the leaf. 
There is no real lining though a few fine grass bents may hold de¬ 
leaves in their places. The size of the nest may be anything in 
diameter from 5 to 9 inches and in depth from 3 to 6 inches, '"'in 
a few nests there are two entrances opposite one another. Both 
parents incubate and look after the young and both help in nest¬ 
building, though one. I think the female, seems to do all the 
actual building, her mate bringing the material. The cock-bird 
displays by hovering in front of his mate, all the plumage puffed 
out, the tail spread and the wings beating with intense rapidity. 
This continues for a few seconds and he then dashes vertically into 
the air, returns by a roundabout way and again hovers. W hilst 
thus engaged he continuously utters his loud,"prolonged trill. 
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fwo or thive eggs aiv laid which vary greatly in colour. The 
majority have the ground-colour a dark sepia or pale vandyke- 
brown, but in most of: these this colour is obliterated bv 
innumerable specks of chocolate-brown so that the eggs look 
uniform brown or chocolate-brown. In most of these there are 
also at the larger end a few black specks, in some numerous 
enough to form a ring or cap. Other eggs have the ground grey 
or olive-grey, stippled all over with olive-brown; others have a 
pale olive-brown or o!ive-grey ground with comparatively bold 
specks or blotches of darker. One clutch I have is pale pink, 
stippled with pale reddish-brown; vet another deep purplish-pink 
freckled all over with reddish-brown. One hundred e<_ r gs average 
22-7x15*95 mm.: maxima 24*2x16*2 and 24*0x16*4 mim; 
minima 20 9 x 16*1 and 22*5 x 15*0 mm. 


i bis bird is often cuckolded by Hierococcyx sparvcroxdes , which 
deposits an egg extremely like that of the Spider-Hunter. 

Habits. This Spider-Hunter is a bird of forests and broken 
country, seldom being found in the plains far from the foot-hills. 
It prefers, however, the outskirts of forests, the hanks of fairly 
wide streams or glades where there is ample sunshine and many 
flowers and it will seldom be found in any place unless there is 
an ample supply of Plantain trees, the flowers of which form its 
favourite hunting-ground. It possibly feeds to some extent on 
nectar but undoubtedly its main diet is insects and spiders, the 
latter of which it seizes on the wing from their webs. Its flight 
is very strong and well sustained, though it progresses in Ion" 
undulating dips, invariably uttering its loud musical trill as it 
Hies, a call that can be heard from a great distance even in the 
forest. When plantains are cultivated round about villages 
they entice the Spider-Hunters to enter them and occasionally 
they will even breed within a few yards of one of the small 
villages of the Ilill tribes. 




(1294) Arachnothera magna aurata. 

The Pegu Streaked Spider-Hunter. 

Arachnothera aurata Blvth, J. A. S. B., xxiv, p. 478 (1855) (IVm)- 
Blanf. Si Oates, ii, p . 370. 1 ° h 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to the Indian Streaked Spider-Hunter but 
the streaks on both upper and lower plumage are much less 
developed, almost obsolete on the lower back and rump. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. About the same size as the preceding bird. 

Distribution. Pegu, Tounghoo, Thayetmyo, Salwin. This 
appears to he an East Central Burmese, form ranging from about 
the latitude of Myingyan to Moulmein. 
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Nidification. Mackenzie, who is the only collector who has 
taken the nest of this Sunbird, describes it as follows : 46 The nest 
was on the under side of a leaf of a thorny climber ( Smilax 
macrophylla , I believe). It was hung from the leaf by about 100 
little threads of silk, each worked into the material of the nest, 
pushed through the leaf and knotted on the upper side. The 
threads ran all round the back and sides of the nest, but were 
especially numerous at the two ends of the rough semi-circle 
thus formed. The front was open, and the nest was so built that 
when the leaf was hanging naturally, there was a space of about 
l* inches between the edge of the nest and the leaf in front. 
When I found it, it had been raining heavily but the inside was 
quite dry. 

44 The nest itself was a cup made of vegetable fibre, ornamented 
scantily on the outside with skeleton leaves and bits of bamboo 
leaf. Round the lip of the nest were several pieces of white, 
curly bark from bamboo spathes. 

44 The nest was 2$ inches across at the tip, rather less from back 
to front. Externally it was 2| inches deep at the front and 
back and 3| at the sides. 

44 It was very compactly put together and lined with vegetable 
down, somewhat scantily, mixed with fine fibres.” 

The nest, which was at about six feel from the ground, was 
found on the 28th July, 1918, and in the following year Mackenzie 
took two more nests in July and one in August. 

The eggs, two each in three nests and one in the fourth, are all 

of the brown type most common in the eggs of A. m. magna , but 

doubtless a large series might show a range of variation similar 
to that of that bird. They vary in size from 20-0x14*5 to 

22*1 x 15-5 mm., and the seven eggs average 21*4 x 15*2 mm. 

Habits. Exactly the same as those of the preceding bird but 
more exclusively a frequenter of evergreen-forest. Mackenzie 
refers to a habit which seems to be one noticeable in all the Spider- 
Hunters. Writing from Prome, he remarks : “The birds are by 
no means rare in this immediate locality and distinctly conspicuous 
from their habit of sitting on a branch, twisting their heads and 
stretching their necks, their figures appearing dumpy and un¬ 
balanced, owing to their long bills and short tails.” It is found 
both in the plains country and up to at least 3,000 feet in 
the hills. 




Arachnothera aflSnis. 


Cinnyris affinu Horsf., Trans. Linn. Soe.', xiii, p. 160 (1820). 


Type-locality: Java. 

A slightly larger bird than the form found in the Malay States 
and Tenasseriln, having the shaft-stripes on the throat and breast 
better marked. , 
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(1295) Arachnothera affinis modesta. 

The Grey-breasted Spider-Hunter. 

. Anthreptes modesta Eyton, P. Z. S., 1839. p. 105 (Malaya). 

Arachnothera modesta . Blanf. & Oates, li, p. 370. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage and visible portions of wing 
bright yellowish-green; central tail-leathers darker, each with a 
blackish tip. lateral feathers blackish with vellowish-green bases 
and white tips; concealed portions of wing brown; feathers or 
forehead and fore-crown with dark centres; upper ear-coverts and 
sides of the neck olive-yellow ; chin, throat and breast greenish- 
ashy, faintly streaked with dark brown ; remainder of lower 
plumage paler, the under tail-coverts with broad yellow tips. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; upper mandible black, the 
lower reddish-horny to reddish-brown; legs and feet reddish-ochre 
to pale reddish-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 72 to 85 mm. ; tail 42 to 52 mm. ; tarsus 
18 to 20 mm. ; culmen 32 to 35 mm. 

Distribution. Tenasserim from Muleyitto the Malay Peninsula; 
Sumatra and Borneo. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Very little recorded but, as far as is known, not 
differing from those of other Spider-Hunters. It is found both in 
evergreen and in light forest as well as in the groves of Coconut 
and Betel palms and, though apparently only rarely, in gardens. 

(1296) Arachnothera longirostra longirostra. 

The Little Spider-I-Iunter. 

Certhia longirostra Lath., Ind. Orn., i, p. 299 (1790) (Bengal, 

Svlhet). .. 

Arachnothera longirostris . Blanf. & Oates, n, p. oil . 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Upper plumage and lesser wing-coverts olive- 
„ reen, the feathers of the forehead and crown centred with black; 
fores and a line over the eye greyish-white; a line from the gape 
blackish; sides of the head ashy-green; chin and throat greyish - 
white gradually changing to bright yellow on the lower breast 
and remainder of lower plumage; wing-feathers brown edged 
with olive-green; axillaries and under wing-coverts silky yellowish- 
white; pectoral tufts mixed chrome and orange-yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill, upper mandible 
dark brown to almost black, lower mandible slaty-grey, palest next 

the gape; legs dark plumbeous. 

Measurements. Male, wing 60 to 6; mm.; tail 39 to 44 mm.; 
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•tarsus 17 to 18 mm.; culmen 35 to 41 mm. Female, wine 58 to 
<>0 mm. ; culmen 28 to 31 mm. b 

Distribution. Western coast of India from the Palni and Nilgiri 
mils to Belgauni; East and South Assam, Eastern Bengal in 

n! |)pe !T’n Ch ‘^ ag0 " K illlcl ,he Hil1 Traets Manipur to the 
Uiin Hills; Burma South to the whole of the Malay Peninsula; 
oiam, Amiam, Cochin China and S ian States. 

rinoughoiit the whole of this vast area I can find no character 
y which this species can be divided into geographical races. 

Nidification. I'he Little Spider-Hunter breeds in Southern 
India principally in March and April between the level of the 
plains and, it is said, up to 5,500 feet. In Assam and Burma 
the principal breeding months are May and June, but the season 
is very extended and I have taken eggs in every month of the 
year from March to September and many birds have two broods 
In Assam it very seldom breeds above 2,500 feet, and its favourite 
haunts are the dense, humid evergreen-forests iu the foot-hills 
and up to about 2,000 feet. The nest is exactly like that of the 
Indian Streaked Spider- Hunter, made entirely of skeleton leaves 
and attached to the underside of a leaf of a plantain, castor-oil 
tree, dock, kydia or almost any oiher large-leaved plant, whilst in 
Iravaneore Stewart lound the nests built under the leaves of the 
elephant-grass. In Siam Herbert says that it breeds in the Winter 
months, building similar nests in similar positions. 

I’lie eggs are utterly unlike any other known eggs of the Spider- 
llunters. Lhe ground varies from white with the faintest tinge 
of pink to a warm salmon-pink, whilst the markings consist of 
specis of bright reddish-brown, sparse everywhere except in a 
dense, well-defined zone round the larger end. The only varia¬ 
tion from these I have seen is a pair taken by Herbert which are 
pure white except for a zone of tiny purple-black specks. There 
is no gloss and the shell is very fragile. One hundred eggs 
average 18-5 x 13*1 mm.; maxima 191 x 13-1 and 181 xl3 9 mm- 
minima 170x 13-3 and 18-8xl2’5 mm. 

, Habits- Although in Darjeeling it is said to be found up to 
I.,000 feet or even higher, the Small Spider-Hunter is ordinarily 
a bird ol lower levels than the Indian Streaked Spider-Hunter, 
lhe latter is most common between 2,500 and 4,000 feet the 
former between the plains and 2,000 feet. It also keeps more to 
evergreen-forests and, though it prefers the edges and more open 
places in these, I have seen it well inside them, both in the breeding 
and non-breeding season. It is a much mope silent bird than the 
larger forms, though its notes are soft replicas of theirs and is 
uttered both on the wing and wheu at rest. Its flight is more 
direct and less dipping than that of most Snider-Hunters, but its 
display is similar to theirs. When “whirring’’ in front of the 
female the axillaries are displayed very prominently and are much 
more noticeable than at other times. 

2 b 2 


misr#,. 



Family DICMIDM. 

Both mandibles finely and evenly serrated on the terminal 
third of the edges; bill short and triangular with the nostrils 
exposed, but partly covered by a membrane; rictal bristles 
short; sometimes with only nine primaries, in which case the 
first is very long, sometimes with ten when the first is minute; 
rectnces twelve. 

In this family there is but one moult annually ; the sexes often 
differ considerably but in some species are alike : the young 
resemble the adult female. 

The Micceidce form a link between the nine-primary and ten- 
primary Passercs but are separated from all other families, except 
the flectariniidas, by the serrated margins to their bills, a 
feature not present in their nearest relatives the Zosteropirtce ami 

QlurffAparn da\ 



Fig, 70. —Bill of 1) . eruentutum (enlarged), to show serrations 

oil mandibles. 

l\etj to Genera. 

A. With nine primaries, the first reaching 

to tip of wing. 

*. Bill slender; the lower line of lower 

mandible almost straight . Dictum, p. 4LM. 

b. Bill thick ; lower mandible swollen 
with its lower line annulate. 
a'. Tail rounded; nostrils covered by 

long hairs.. Acmonojriiynciics, p. 433. 

V. Tail square; nostrils bare of hairs, Pipjlhsoma, p. 434. 

B. Wing with ten primaries, the first one 

small. 

e. First primary about equal in length 


to tarsus . . .. . Prion ocH/lnus. p. 437. 

d. First primary not longer than hind 

toe .*.. Pachyglossa, p. 430. 
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Genas DICTUM. 

Dicceum Cuvier, Kegne An., i, p. 410 (1817). 

Type, Dicceum cruentatum Linn. 

The genus Dicceum contains six species of Indian birds, charac¬ 
terized by the possession of nine primaries and a slender bill of 
which the lower line of the lower mandible is practically straight, 
In this genus some of the species have males brightly coloured and 
the sexes different, whilst in others both sexes have plain-coloured 
plumage and are similar. 


Keg to Species, 
A. Upper plumage with some red or orange 

a. Whole upper plumage scarlet-crimson 

b. Rump only scarlet-crimson . 

c. Rump and back orange-red . 

d. Rump only orange-yellow ... 

J3. Upper plumage without any red or 

orange u; it. " 

e. Lower plumage streaked . 

f. Lower plumage not streaked. 

Bill dark in colour, or quite black. 

A patch of red on breast . 

b". No red on breast. 
a 3 . Rump yellowish-green, con¬ 
trasting with darker green 

of back.. 

f y\ Rump concolorous with back . 
b\ Bill yellow. 


1). cruentatum, 3, p. 421. 
D. cruentatum , $>, p. 422. 
1). trigonostiyma , 3 , p. 424. 
D. trigonostigmu , g , p. 424. 


1). chrysorrheum, p. 426. 


/>. ignipectum, 3 , p. 428. 


/), ignipectum, J, p. 428. 
I), rninullum, p. 429. 

D. erythrorhynchum, p. 432. 


Dicaeum cruentatum. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. More ful vous below, especially in the female. 1). c. cruentatum , p. 421. 

B. Less fulvous below, especially in the female. D. c. ignitum, p. 423. 

L. Still whiter below, especially in the males. . D. c. siamensis, p. 424. 


(1297) Dicaeum cruentatum cruentatum. 

The Indian Scarlet-backed Flower-pecker. 

Certhia cruentata Limn, Syst. Nat., 10th ed. i, p. 119 (1758') 
(Bengal, Calcutta). 

Dicmtm cruentatum. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p.-370 (part). 

Vernacular names. Daomoji yajao (Cachari). 

Description.—Male. Forehead, crown, back, rump and upper 
tail-coverts crimson-scarlet; tail black, with a blue sheen on the 
exposed parts; scapulars, lesser and median wing-coverts, edges 
of greater coverts and quills metallic blue-green; remaining 
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parts of wing-feathers black; lores, supercihum, sides of head,, 
neck and breast black ; flanks ashy ; clnn, throat, breast, abdomen 
and under tail-coverts pale buff, varying a good deal in depth ot 
colour; axillaries and under wing-coverts white. Occasionally a 
speck of red is visible on the throat. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; eyelids plumbeous 
bill, legs and feet black; the mouth in the female is flesh- 


coloured. 

Measurements. Wing 46 to 51 mm.; tail 25 to 2b mm.: tarsus* 
about 13 mm.; culmen 8 to 9 mm. 


Female. Whole upper plumage dull fulvous olive-brown; m 
some specimens, probably very old birds, with a rufous uash; 
rump and upper tail-coverts scarlet-crimson ; tail black, with a 
bluish tinge; wings dark brown, all the feathers edged fulvous- 
brown ; lower plumage buff, washed with ashy-brown on tie 
flanks and sides of the neck and breast; axillaries and undei 
wing-coverts white. 




Fig. SO.— Head of 1). c. crucntatum. 

Distribution. East Nepal to Eastern and Southern Assam ; 
East Bengal to Dacca, Chittagong and Tippera; Manipur, Lushai 
and Northern Chin Hills. How far East and; South this form is 
found is uncertain. 

Nidification. This little Flower-pecker breeds from early April 
to the middle of August but, though the season is so extended,. 
I do not think they have two broods. It breeds in the plains and 
up to about 4.000 or, perhaps, 4,500 feet, frequenting both the 
edges of evergreen-forest, open glades and cultivated lands and 
is especially partial to fruit orchards. The nest is a tiny egg- 
shaped affair of snow-white down, generally taken from the 
cotton-tree. This material is held together with cobwebs and is 
strengthened where attached to the supporting twig by fine strips 
of grass, thread-like roots and a reddish fibre. In the same wa) 
the rim of the entrance is wound about with the same materials, 
as otherwise it would be too delicate t o stand the constant ingiess 
and egress of the birds. The nest mav be anything between 
3.] and 4£ inches high by to inches wide and may be fixed to 
any kind of branch between 5 and 50 feet from the ground, but it is 
always attached to the end or close to it. The eggs.number two 
or three and once Coltart found four. They are white and quite 
spotless but, when first laid, have a grey tinge which at once 
separates them from Munia’s eggs, for which, otherwise, ‘hey 
might easilv be mistaken. This grey tint fades in a tew )ears 
and they then become a dead-white. Forty eggs average 14*0 x 
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10-3 mm.: maxima 15*3 X 11*1 mm.; minima 13'1 x 10-2 and 
13'3x 10 0 mm. 

Habits. The Flower-peckers of this genus are all more or less 
arboreal in their habits, generally frequenting very high trees and 
keeping much to the tops even of these. They do, however, often 
come down to scrub- and low bush-jungle when food is plentiful 
in such places and I have even seen them in tall grass. Favourite 
hunting-grounds are the masses of parasitic plants, looking like 
bunches of mistletoe, high up in the branches of tall trees. Here 
they hunt about for the small insects which form their main food- 
supply, varied with small berries and seeds, especially those of the 
latter which are enclosed in jelly-like substances. They are not 
gregarious, though sometimes a couple of pairs may be seen 
together and, when first hatched, the young keep with the parents 
for some weeks. They utter a constant twittering when feeding 
and also have a shrill chirp, employed when the birds get 
separated. Their flight is extremely swift, and powerful for so 
tinv a bird but I have never seen them hover before flowers when 
feeding. 



) 


(1298) Dicaeum cruentatum ignitum. 

The Burmese Scarlet-backed Tlower-pecker. 

Nectannia ignita Begbie, “Malay Pen.”, p. 518 (1834) (Malay 
Peninsula). 

Dicceum cruentatum . Blanf, Sc Oates, ii, p. 370 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Only differs from the preceding bird in being less 
buffon the lower surface, more especially in the females. The in¬ 
dividual variation in this respect is very great, but in no females 
from Burma southwards does the under surface of the females 
approach the uniform deep buff of the few females available for 
comparison from the type-locality of I). c. cruentatum . As one 
works farther South the tone of the lower plumage becomes less 
buff and more grey, Javan and Sumatran birds being wholly grey 
below and generally easily separable. 

Colours of soft parts as in the preceding bird. 

Measurements. Wing 45 to 50 mm. 

Distribution. The whole of Burma except the Northern Chin 
Mills; Shan States, Malay Peninsula to Java and Sumatra. 

Nidiflcatiou. Oates found this Flower-pecker breeding in some 
numbers in Pegu, making their nests, similar to those of the 
Indian Scarlet-backed Flower-pecker, high up in trees, very fre¬ 
quently in Mango trees. He remarks on the skill with which 
the nest is concealed under the drooping leaves, a skill shown 
equally well by almost every member of this genus. Oates also 
says that in the Burmese bird the exterior of the nest is often 
decorated with a few oddments such as excreta of caterpillars, 
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small dry blossoms etc. This is a feature I have never seen in the 
nest of the Indian bird. The breeding-season is from February 
to the middle of April. The eggs taken by Oates vary in length 
between 14*0 and 16*7 inm., and in breadth between 9 / and 
10*7 mm. One egg in my collection is still smaller and measures 
only 131 X 10*6 mm. 

Habits. Similar to those of the preceding race and, like that 
bird, ascends the lulls to about the same elevation. 

(1299) Dicseum cruentatum siamensis. 

The Siam Scar let- backed Flower-pecker. 

Dicceum cruentatum siamensis Kloss, Ibis, 1918, p. 219 (Lat Bua 
Kao, Eastern Siam). 

Vernacular names. Nok-a-cliip-suan (Siam). 

Description. The male differs from each of the other forms in 
its very pale lower parts, almost pure white without any trace 
of buff. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. The same as in the other races. 

Distribution. Siam and Annam. A few specimens fiom 
Eastern Tenasserim must be referred to this race. 

Nidification. Herbert found the Siam Scarlet-backed blower- 
pecker breeding abundantly in the fruit groves and flower gai den & 
round about Bangkok. The nest is much like that of the other 
races but seems to have more fibre and cobweb in its construction 
and to be even more freely decorated externally with various 
scraps, chiefly the “ woodv refuse from the entrance-holes of 
wood-boring caterpillars.” ' The breeding-season is January and 
February and in the latter month of 1920 Herbert saw no less 
than ton of their nests in the Bansukai Gardens. Bike j >e o hei 
races they lav two or three eggs, quite indistinguishable m any 
way from those already described. Ten eggs av ® r ®8® 1 x 
10*6 mm. ; maxima 15 0x111 mm.; minima 13*6 X 10*0 mm. 

Herbert records that this race breeds most often on lruit-trees 
between 15 and 20 feet from the ground, whilst he has also taken 
a nest from a lime-bush within four feet of it. 

Habits. Those of the species, but they seem to keep more 
entirely to cultivated and open lands rather than forests. 

Dicseum trigonostigma. 

Certhiu tri(/onosti(pna Scop., Del. HI or. et kaun. Insubi., ii? p* M 
(1786). 

Type-locality: Malacca. 

The typical form differs from D. t. ruhropygium in having the 
rump orange-yellow contrasting with the back. 
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(1:500) Dicseum trigonostigma rubropygium. 

The Tenasseimm () 11 ange- he i > ijiEi> F lower-peck i;k. 

Dictum triyonoztiyma rubropygium Stuart Baker, Bull. B. 0. G., xli, 
P . 108 (1921) (Mergui). 

Dicceum trigonostiyina . Blank & Oute.- ; ii, p. 37 /. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Forehead, crown, nape, upper back, sides 
of the head and neck deep grey-blue; lower back flaming scarlet 
grading to scarlet-orange on* the rump and shorter upper 
tail-coverts; longer tail-coverts grey-blue ; tail black; visible 
portions of the closed wing like the upper back ; concealed 
portions black; chin, throat and upper breast pale grey; lower 
breast, abdomen, flanks and under tail-coverts bright orange ; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts chalky-white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill, legs and feet black. 

Measurements. Wing45 to 51 mm.; tail 24 to 27 mm. ; tarsus 
about 13 mm.; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage olive-green, changing to orange-yellow 
on the rump, where the tips of the feathers are orange-red; chin, 
throat, upper breast and flanks ashy, tinged with green ; lower 
breast, abdomen and under tail-coverts yellow; wing-coverts like 
the back; quills black, edged with the colour of the back; tail 
black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris grey to dark brown; upper inaudible 
dark horny-brown, paler and reddish at the base and on the lower 
mandible; legs and feet greenish-horny to dark plumbeous. 

Distribution. South Burma ; South-West Siam; Malay Penin¬ 
sula, North of 10° lat.; Lakhimpur in Assam. 

Nidification. We obtained three or four nests of this Flower- 
pecker in the Dibrugarh District of Assam and Kellow took 
others near Perak in the Federated Malay States. All were built 
on the fringes, or in glades, of heavy evergreen-forest and were 
attached to branches of tall trees at about 35 to 40 feet from the 
ground; the one exception was on a bush close to a jungle-track 
about live feet from the ground. The nests differ from those of 
the preceding species onl\ in being larger. They are equally 
beautiful and equally well hidden. The eggs can only be dis¬ 
tinguished from those of /A cruentatum by their greater size. 
Ten eggs average 15*5x11*25 mm.: maxima 17*6x119 mm.; 
minima 14*3 x 10 8 mm. In Assam most were taken in April 
and May and in the Malay States in February and May. 

Habits. Those of the genus. The distribution of this Flower- 
pecker is rather remarkable as it occurs in Assam, in a very 
restricted area, and then does not again appear until we get to 
the Karen Mills and Pegu. Possibly it will eventually be found 
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over the whole of the intervening country where well forested. 

It occurs and breeds in the plains and must ascend the hills to 
at least 4,000 feet. 


Dicseum chrysorrheum. 

Dicceum chrysorrheum Temm., PI. Col., pi. 478, fig. i (1829)* 
Type-locality : Java. 

The Javan bird is darker above than either of the Indian forms. 

Key to Subspecies. 

A. Brighter, more yellow above; below more 

strongly tinged with yellowish. D. c. internum,y. 426. 

B. Darker above; only faintly tinged with 

yellowish below. 1). c. chrysboJilore, p. 427. 


( 1801 ) Dicseum chrysorrheum intensum. 

The Sikkim Yellow-vented Floweii-peckek. 

Dicceum chrysorrheum intensum Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. C., xli, 
p. 108 (Native Sikkim). 

Dicceum chrysorrhoeum . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 378. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole upper plumage and lesser wing-coverts 
olive-yellow, a little brighter on the rump ; tail black, edged 
narrowly with olive-yellow; greater and primary coverts black 
with narrow paler tips ; primaries black, very narrowly edged 
with whitish ; secondaries black with green margins, the inner¬ 
most being nearly all of this colour ; lores white above, dusky 
below; a broad moustachial streak greenish-black; cliin, cheeks 
and throat white ; remaining lower plumage yellowish-white, 
boldly streaked with greenish-horn or blackish; under tail-coverts 
orange; axillaries and under wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris orange to scarlet ; upper mandible 
and tip of lower black, remainder of lower mandible pale plum¬ 
beous ; legs and feet dark plumbeous; claws horny-brown. 

Measurements. Wing 55 to 62 mm.: tail 27 to 31 mm.; tarsus 
about 14 mm. ; culmen 8 to 9 mm. 

The Female generally has the under tail-coverts less deep an 
orange, but this character is not consistent. 

Distribution. Eastern Nepal to extreme East and South Assam ; 
Manipur, Lusbai Hills, Chittagong and Hill Tippera in Eastern 
Bengal. 

Nidification. In Assam the Yellow- vented Flower-pecker breeds 
in May, June and July, making a nest similar to that of the other 
Flower-peckers of the genus but generally with a good deal of 
fibre and grass in the body of the nest and, very often, with a few 
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scraps of green moss on the outside. In size the nests average 
about 4.1 inches long by about wide, but sometimes are 
considerably larger than this. The birds are not so addicted to 
placing their nests very high up in trees and more will be found 
under 20 feet rather than over. They lay two or three eggs, white 
like all Bicosum eggs; sixteen average 15*3X 11*0 mm. : maxima 
16 # 0 x 11*1 and 15*0 x 11*4 mm.; minima 14*5 x 10 5 min. 

It breeds between 2,500 and 5,000 feet, possibly considerably 
higher than this, but definite records are wanting. 

Habits. Those of the genus. This Flower-pecker seems to 
keep entirely to the hills and does not wander into the plains in 
the coldest months. We procured it in the broken ground round 
about Margherita in January and February at about 700 to 
1,000 feet elevation and it- certainly occurs in the Naga Hills 
up to 8,000 feet in summer. In North Cachar we noticed that 
it frequented orchids when in flower, feeding on the tiny 
eolcoptcra which sometimes swarmed in their beautiful blossoms. 


(1302) Dicaeum chrysorrlieum chrysochlore. 

The Burmese Yellow-vented Flower-pecker. 

Dicceum chrysochlore Blyth, J. A. S. II, xii, p. 1009 (1843)* 
(Arrakan). 

Dicatnn chrysorrhcruvi. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 378 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Differs from the preceding bird in being a little 
darker above and decidedly less suffused with yellow below ; in the 
great majority of specimens, also, the under tail-coverts are paler, 
more yellow, less orange. 

Colours of soft parts as in the other races. 

Measurements. As in the preceding race. 

Distribution. Burma, Siam, and Malav Peninsula North of 
10° lat. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits In Burma this Flower-pecker occurs from the. foot¬ 
hills up to about 5,000 feet; it is common in parts of the Karen 
Hills at 3,000 feet and perhaps higher but, unlike the Indian race, 
it extends also over the greater part of the plains of Burma. 
There is nothing in its habits to distinguish it from the better 
known Indian form. 


(1303) Dicaeum ignipectum ignipectum. 

The Fire-breasted Flower-pecker. 

Myzanthe iynipeetus (Ilodgs.), Blvth, J. A. 8. B., xii, p. 983 M843) 
(Nepal). 

Dicceum iynipeetus . Blanf. & Oate.«, ii, p. 37*. 

Vernacular names. Sanyti-pro-pho ( Lepyha). 
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Description.—Male. Whole upper plumage, wing-coverts and 
edges of: quills deep metallic green-blue, the green generally 
dominant; tail black, suffused with blue and edged greenish ; quills 
black: lower plumage rich buff, washed with greenish ou the 
flanks; a patch of crimson on the breast and below this a patch 
of black, sometimes prolonged down the centre of the abdomen; 
under wing-coverts and axillaries white. ~ 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black, paler and 
plumbeous at the base in the female ; legs and feet dark bfown to 
almost black. 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 51 mm.; tail 24 to 27 mm.; 
tarsus about 12 mm.; culmen 7 to 8 mm. 

Female. Above olive grass-green, the crown with concealed 
dark centres and the lower back and rump more yellow; sides of 
the head and neck ashy-green ; lower plumage buff, paler on the 
throat and washed with ashy-green on the flanks and sides of the 
breast; wing-coverts and innermost secondaries like the back, 
quills black edged with green ; axillaries and under wing-coverts 
white. 

Distribution. Himalayas from the Sutlej Valley to Eastern 
Assam, Manipur and South Assam ; the mountains of Burma to 
Ten as se rim, Siam, Annam, Yunnan to Foochow and Fohkien. 
Over all this range I can see no character by which geographical 
races can be made, but more material would probably show the 
North-West Himalayan bird to be paler below, a less rich buff in 
both males and females. 

Nidification. The Fire-breasted Flower-pecker breeds all along 
the Himalayas from about 5,000 feet up to 12,000 during the 
months March to early June. The nest is like that of the other 
birds of this genus, but I have seen a little green moss used in¬ 
ternally on the nests. Whymper describes them well as “ a 
network of fibre densely lined with cotton-down which shows 
through everywhere.” A very favourite site seems to be a rocky 
ravine running through dense forest—and the nests are usually 
built on trees between ten and twenty feet from the ground. 
Two or three white eggs are laid ; fourteen of these average 14*8 x 
10*3 mm.: maxima 16'6xl0*0 and 14*1 x 109 mm.; minima 
13*7 X 10-4 and 16*6 x 10 0 mm. 

Habits. These differ in no way from those of other Flower- 
peckers except that it ascends to higher elevations than any other 
Dicceum. Forrest found it up to 13,000 feet on the Lichiang 
.Range in Yunnan; it occurs in Sikkim up to 12,000 feet and 
nearly up to this height in the Grarhwal ranges. 
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Dicasum minullum. 

DiccBum minullum 8 win hoe, Ibis, 1870, p. -40. 

Type-locality : South Hainan. 

The typical form is greyer throughout below and a duller 
browner green above than in the races which come into our area. 
It is very close to D. m. olivaceum . 

Key to Subsides. 

A. Lores and forehead whitish. 

a. White forehead narrow: below a little 

darker . 

b. White forehead broad and conspicuous; 

below a little paler and more yellow 

B. Lores and forehead dusky or green. 

c. Abdomen and breast practically the 

same colour, never contrasting . 

d. Abdomen yellow, contrasting with the 

grey of the breast . 


1). vi. concolor . p. 429. 
D. m. subflavmn , p. 480. 

1). vi. olivaceuvij p. 480. 
I), m. viresccus. p. 481. 


(1304) Dicaeum minullum concolor. 

The Nilohri Flower-pecker. 

Divceum concolor Jerdon, Madr. Jo urn. L. S., xi, p. 227 (1840) 

( Malabar Coast) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 879. 

Vernacular names. Chittu-jitta (Tel.). 

Description. Lores, Forehead and a line to the back of the eye 
sullied white; whole upper plumage dull olive- green, the Feathers 
of the crown with darker centres and the rump generally more 
yellowish ; wing-feathers brown edged \uth olive-green ; tail dark 
brown, narrowly edged with green ; sides of head and neck ashy- 
olive ; lower plumage pale ashv suffused with yellow, especially on 
the abdomen ; auxiliaries and under wing-coverts white. 

The white lores and forehead seem to become very quickly 
abraded and inconspicuous. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown or crimson-browu ; bill 
lavender-blue, darker and l» owner on the culmen; legs and feet 
dark plumbeous or plumbeous-blue. 

Measurements. Wing 48 to 58 mm.; tail 24 to 26 mm.; tarsus 
about 12 mm.; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Western coast of India from Travuueore to the 
Nilgiri and Palni Hills and North along the coast to South Kanara 
and North Kanara (Sirsi). 

Nidification. The Nilgiri Flower-pecker breeds From the Foot¬ 
hills in Southern India practically up to the summits of the 
highest oF the Nilgiri, Palni and other ranges. It breeds m 
compounds, open country and in thin forest, making the usual 
little oval nest of fibre and down. When built within ten or 
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fifteen feet of the ground it is always well concealed in the toliag6 
but when built, as it often is, at great heights up in trees, con¬ 
cealment is not attempted. The eggs, two in number, hardly ever 
three, are white and twenty eggs average 14*7 X 10*6 mm.: 
maxima 16*2x10-6 and 14*5x11*1 mm.; minima 14*0 X 10*1 mm. 
The breeding-season lasts from February to April, but many birds 
have second broods in May and June. 

Habits. Those of the genus. It does not occur in the plains 
but Bourdillon says that though more common in the hills it is 
found frequently “in the low country and foot-hills where they 
are well wooded, broken up and rough.” 

(1305) Dicseum minullum subflavum, 

Tue Belgaum Flower-peckee. 

Diccenm minullum subjiavum Stuart Baker, Bull. B. O. G., xlii, p. 12 
(1921) rBelgrtum). 

Dicceum c.oncolor. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 379 (part). 

Vernacular names. Chittu-jitta (Tel.). 

Description. Similar to the Nilgiri Flower-pecker but a little 
paler and more green above with a much broader and more con¬ 
spicuous white forehead, the white being produced as a supercilium 
to behind the eye; below it is slightly more yellow and paler. 
Colours of soft parts as in the Nilgiri form. 

Measurements. Wing 46 to 49 mm. 

Distribution. Belgaum, North to Khandala and Mahabalesh- 
war; East- to the Central Provinces. 

Nidification. The only nest I have seen of this race was just 
like that of D. m, concolor and contained two eggs measuring 
14-6x10*6 and 14*8x10*7 mm. It was taken on the 17th 
February. 

Habits. Those of the genus. 

(1306) Dicseum minullum olivaceum. 

The Plain-coloured Flower-pecker. 

Dicceum olivaceum Walden, Ann. Mag. N. H. (4) xv. p. 401 
(1875) (Toungkoo) ; Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 380. 

Vernacular names. Bongfany daotishci (Cachari). 

Description. Similar to the Nilgiri Flower-pecker but much 
darker bolh above and below, the lower surface being a dull 
ashy-green with a slight buffy-yellovv wash. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown : bill plumbeous, the 
culmen and tip dark horny-brown ; legs and feet dark plumbeous 
or slate-colour. 

Measurements. -As in the Belgaum Flower-pecker. 
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Distribution. The Himalayas from Nepal East to Assam, both 
North and South; Manipur; the Hills of Burma, throughout 
t he Malay Peninsula; Siam, Shan States, Yunnan, Annum and 
South China. 

Individual variation in this race is considerable but 1 can find 
no constant character by which further division into geographical 
races can be made. Freshly moulted specimens are much brighter 
and greener than faded ones and again some individuals in the 
same stage of plumage are much darker thau others. 

Nidification. The Plain-coloured Flower-pecker breeds from 
the level of the plains, probably often in the plains themselves,up 
to about 6,000 feet but is most common from the foot-hills up to 
about 3,000 feet. Like most of the other Diccvums it especially 
frequents fruit groves and, above a\\ orange groves, for breeding 
purposes but it also breeds in cultivated country, thin forest and 
t he outskirts of heavy evergreen-forest. I have found its nest at 
all heights above the ground ; once at least in weeds and grass 
within a few inches of it and often over 40 feet in hi<di trees. 
The nest is exactly like that of D. cruentatum aud the other races 
of Dicceum and needs no separate description. I have seen nests 
with eggs on the 12th March and others in early August, but 
May and June are the two principal laying months. The grev- 
white eggs, two or three in number, average, for forty, 14*5 x 
10*6 mm.: maxima 15 9x10*4 and 15*7x11*1 mm.; minima 
13*0x9*9 mm. 

Habit3. This is a very common little bir.d in Assam, but 
apparently less so over the rest of its range though it seems to be 
resident wherever found. It is common and breeds in the plains 
of Assam not very far from the hills and occurs up to the 
summits of the Southern hills and up to some 6,000 or 7,000 feet 
on the more Northern ranges. Its favourite resorts ape orange 
groves and clumps of trees covered with parasites. When the 
oranges are in flower it feeds largely on nectar as well as insects 
and at other times diligently searches the orange-leaves and 
parasitic plants for insects. It is an excessively energetic, restless 
little bird, turning and twisting about in every kind of attitude as 
it quests for its food* Its note when feeding is the usual twitter 
of the genus*and when flying from one tree to another it utters 
ti constant chip, chip, chip . They keep in pairs, but even where 
common and several pairs may be seen feeding on the Same big tree 
it is rare to see two pairs together in the same patch of parasitic 
plant. 

(1307) Dicseum minullum virescens. 

The Andamanese Flovveh-pecker. 

Dicceum virescens Hume, Str. Featli., i, p. 482 (1873) (Fort Blair, 
Andamans); Blanf. £ Oates, ii, p. 380. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 
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Description. Above very similar to the Nilgiri Flower-pecker 
but brighter and greener than this or any other race ; the lores 
are dusky-white hut there is no white on the forehead and only 
the merest trace above the eye; below, this race differs from 
ail others iri having the abdomen bright pale yellow, contrasting 
with the pale grey of the breast. 

Colours of soft parts. Similar to the same in D. in. concolor. 

Measurements. Wing 43 to 48 nun. 

Distribution. Andaman Islands. 

Nidiflcation. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. The same as those of other Flower-peckers of the- 
genus. 

Dicseum erythrorhynchum. 

Key to Subspecies. 


a Pol el . above . D. e. erythrorhynchum, p. 432.. 

B. Darker above . D. e. ceylonensis, p. 433. 


(1308) Dicseum erythrorhynchum erythrorhynchum. 

Tjckell’s Flower-pecker. 

(Jerthia erythvorhynchos Lath., Ind. Ora. i, p. 299 (1790) (India). 

Dicceum erythrorhynchum. Blank & Oates, ii, p. 381. 

Vernacular names. Sungti-pro-pho (Lepch.). 

Description. Upper plumage and lesser wing-coverts ashy- 
olive, the feathers of the crown with dark centres; tail daik 
brown, very narrowly edged with olive ; wing-feathers dark brown, 
edged with the colour of the back; sides of the head, lores and 
under plumage ashv bulEy-white; axillaries and undei wing- 
coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown ; bill livid fleshy, horny-brown 
near the tip of the upper mandible; legs and feet plumbeous or* 
bluish-slaty. 

Measurements. Wing 47 to 51 mm.; tail 21 to 24 mm.; tarsus 
about 11 mm.; culmen 9 to 10 mm. 

Distribution. Northern India from Dehra Dun and Dharmsala 
to Dacca and Calcutta and Northern Assam to Dibrugarh ; the 
whole of Bengal and Bihar, United Provinces, Punjab, through 
the Bombay Presidency to the Palni Hills; Mysore and Central 
India. There are no specimens in the British Museum collection 
from anywhere in the Fast of India South ot Bengal. It has 
been recorded from Arakan and Teuasserim and lias also been 
obtained in the Shan States. 

The type-locality may be restricted to Bombay. 

Nidiflcation. Tickell’e Flower-pecker is resident wherever 
found, breeding from February to June and often having two- 





AClfrOXOBHYNCHUS. 


' f 


433 


broods in the year. Typically it is not a forest bird, breeding in 
the open, cultivated country round villages and towns; occasion¬ 
ally, however, it breeds in fairly thick forest and Davidson found 
it not uncommon in the well-wooded ravines of the Kanara 
district of Bombay. Its favourite building site is a mango-tree 
standing in a mango grove, sometimes placing its nest not five feet 
from the ground, at other times building it forty feet up on one of 
the smaller branches. Wherever placed, however, it is nearly 
always very well hidden. In appearance and construction it is 
exactly like that of the other Blower-peckers. The eggs number 
two or three and are of the normal grey-white tint. ^Thirty eggs 
aAerage 14*4x10*5 mm,: maxima i5*lxll*l mm.; minima 
13*1 x 10*2 and 14*1 x 10*1 mm. 

Habits. Those of the genu*. Aitken says that it is very 
numerous about Bombay and Poona, where its favourite food is 
the berry of the common parasitic plant Loranthus hngifiorus. 


(1309) Dicseum erythrorhynchum ceylonensis. 

The Ceylon Blower-pecker. 

Dicecum ei'ytht'orhynchua ceylonensis Babault, iVlissiou Babault. 
p. 293 (1920; (Ceylon). 

Dicarnm erythrorhynchus . Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 381 (part). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Similar to Tickell’s Blower-pecker but much darker 
above. 

i Colours of soft parts and Measurements as in TickelTs 
blower-pecker, but the whole of the culmen is dark horny-brown. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Those of the preceding bird. Wait says that it is 
found wherever the trees are infested with the parasitic Loranthus 
and that in the forest it feeds on the berries of creeping plants. 


Genus ACMONORHYNCHUS. 

Acmonorhynchus Oates, Avifauna B. I., ii, p. 381 (1890). 

Type, Acmonorhynchus vincens Sc later* 

This genus was created by Oates for the reception of a remark¬ 
able Blower-pecker confined to Ceylon which had previously been 
placed either in Prionochilus or Pacliyylossa. It differs from both 
these genera in having only nine primaries. Brom Diccsmi it may 
be recognized by its very large short, thick bill, whilst from 
Piprisoma it differs in its rounded tail and the numerous hairs 
which cover the nostrils. 

In Acmonorhynchus the sexes differ and the young bird resembles 
the female. 
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(1310) Acmonorhynchus vincens. 

Legge’s Flower-pecker. 

PnonochUus vincens Sclater, P.Z.S., 1872, j>. 729 (Ceylon). 
Acmonorhynchus vincens. Blanf. & Oates, u, p. oo— 


Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.— Male. Whole upper parts deep bluish-ashy with 
a faint gloss, each feather with an almost concealed dark blackish 
centre - the rump paler and stippled with grey ; wing-feathers 
black, edged with deep ashy-blue, the primaries and outer 
secondaries with the basal halves of the inner webs white ; tail 
black, all but the two central pairs of feathers broadly tipped with 
white; chin, throat and fore-neck white; remainder of lower 
plumage bright yellow, slightly washed with ashy-green on the 
posterior flanks; axillaries and under wing-coverts white. 




Fig. 81.—Head of A. vincens. 


Colours of soft parts. Iris brownish-red ; bill black, leaden at 
the base ; legs and feet blackish. 

Measurements. Wing: <$ 58 to 61 mm.; $ 56 to 57 mm.; 
tail 25 to 27 mm.; tarsus about 13 mm.; culmen about 9 to 10 mm. 

Female. The black in the male is replaced by dull greenish- 
brown and the colours of the underparts are duller: the flanks 
are more strongly washed with greenish. 

Distribution. Ceylon only. 

Mdification unknown. 

Habits. W ait says that this little Flower-pecker is mainly 
confined to the forest of the wet low country zone but that it has 
been found up to 3,000 feet in the Central Province. It is a rare 
little bird and but little has been recorded about it. It is said to 
live in dense forest or in its immediate vicinity, associating in 
small flocks and hunting among creepers on tree-trunks for 
berries. 

Genus PIPRISOMA. 

Piprisoma Blyth, J. A. S. B., xiii, p. 394 (1844). 

Type, Piprisoma squaliclum Burton. 

The genus Piprisoma is very close to Prionocliilus , from which 
it differs in having nine instead of ten primaries. In this genus 
the bill is similar to that of Acmonorhynchus but shorter, and 
viewed from above it is nearly an equilateral triangle with the 
sides sinuated. The sexes are alike. 
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Piprisoma squalidum. 

heif to Subspecies . 

A. Lower mandible swollen; upper plumage 

olive-brown. 1 ° T > 

B. Lower mandible slender;' upper 'plumage ' * ,qm ' hdum ’ 435 ‘ 

° . • s. modestum , p. 430. 

( 1311 ) Piprisoma squalidum squalidum. 

I lllJCK-BILLEl) PLOWER-PEOKEB. 

Plpra isqualida Burton, P. Z. S., 1836, p. 113 (Himalavasl 

Piprisoma squalidum. Blanf. & Oates' ii, p. 38i ' 

Vernacular names. Chittu-jitta (Tel.). 

Description. Upper plumage ashy olive-brown ; greener on the 
rump and upper tail-coverts ; tail brown tipped with white verv 
narrowly on the central feathers, increasingly broadlv on the 
lateral feathers ; wing-feathers brown edged with greenish-brown • 
a amt moustadnal streak brown ; loresf cheeks,?hm a „d thro a t 

1,1,16 d “ u 

brick - red * 1111 H. r-w 

measurements. Wing 59 to 62 mm • tail oq o 9 

tarsus about 11 to 12 nfm. ; cuhnen about’c toVmm. 

Distnbutiou. Practically (he whole of India from the foot-hills 
of the Himalayas to Ceylon. East it occurs as far as Calcutta 
Dacca and Mymensmgh but not in Assam. ‘ “ ’ 

Nidiflcation. The Thick-billed Flower-pecker breeds throughout 
the plains up to about 6,000 feet rarelv nn ro - nnn ?TV 1 
February to April in the 

" 6- nest is a very remarkable one which can be mistaken 
lor no other nest o any Indian bird. In shape it is a lhtle b <! 
neatly as broad at the top as at the bottom, with ail entrance close 
to the top about an inch in diameter, lioimhly the nests 
*‘‘5 '“»S •>? »bo»t .wo b^ulVSSf^tryTS 

in size. They are built of the down taken from young shbots and 
buds ol plants such as Butea frondosa, the lndiaifioii^a, d the 
etems o bracken and terns. These scraps of down are mixed 
\uth s pi del s webs until they are of the consistency of felt so that 
the whole nest has the appearance of red-brown felt, rather thin 
near the top and over halt an inch thick near the bottom. There 
is no lining but outside decorations in the shape of wee hits of 
bark, fibres, chips of leaves and grass, caterpillar excreta etc 
are often added, sometimes only one or two, sometimes a great 
many, bo well is he nest made and so toughlv are the materials 
woven that years after it is made it can be rolled up, stood upon 
and then, with a puff of breath through the entrance, restored to its 

2 f 2 
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original shape and elasticity. Hume says that rarely a different 
type of nest, more like that of the hints of the genus Dicceum , 
is built but such a nest must be very rare and I have never seen 
one. The nests are attached to bushes and trees at any height 
between five and twenty-five feet, the site selected being generally 
in the open, often in gardens and fruit orchards, rarely in forests. 

The eggs number two or three, occasionally four. The ground¬ 
colour varies from a pinky white to a deep salmon-colour and the 
markings consist primarily of bright red-brown small blotches and 
freckles with secondary marks of lavender and pale purple-brown. 
Most eggs have the markings numerous everywhere, but nowhere 
thick enough to hide the ground and nearly always more numerous 
at the larger end. In a few eggs the spots are sparse except at 
the larger end, where they form a deep well-defined ring. Seventy 
eggs average 15*9x11*5 mm.: maxima 17*1x12*0 and 16*6 x 
12*1 mm. ; minima 14*8x11*0 mm. 

The texture of the eggs is soft and fragile with little or no 
gloss. * ’ 

Habits. The Thick-billed Flower-pecker is found all over the 
plains and up to about 6,000 feet in the hills arid is resident 
wherever found. It frequents cultivated and open country as 
long as it is well wooded and is often found in gardens. In forest 
it is only casual except on the very edges though it is fond of large 
mango orchards and similar small clumps of trees. In its attitudes, 
food, flight etc. it differs but little from the other Flower-peckers, 
haunting lofty trees and feeding on nectar and seeds, berries and 
insects. Its call is said to be like that of Dicceum on. concoloi' but 
louder and shriller. 

(1312) Piprisoma squalidum modestum. 

Hume's Floweu-peckeh. 

Prionochzlus moclestus Hume, Str. Feath., iii, p, 298 (1875) (South 
Tenasserim). 

Piprisoma modestuon . Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 383. 

Vernacular names. Dao-lcashiba-barto-lai (Cachari). 
Description. Similar to the preceding bird but olive-green above 
instead of olive-brown ; the lower surface i9 more yellow, less 
buff and is more strongly streaked with brown on the throat. 
The lower mandible is comparatively slender with the line of the 
lower edge almost straight instead of angular and swollen. 

Colours of soft parts. The same as in the Thick-billed Flower- 
pecker. 

Measurements. Wing 56 to 62 mm.; tail 29 to32 mm.; tarsus 
about 11 to 12 mm. ; culrnen about 7 to 8 mm. 

Distribution. Assam, North and South of the Brahmaputra, 
throughout the hilly country of Burma to Tenasserim, Shari Slates 
and Siam. 
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Nidification. Exactly the same as that of the preceding 
subspecies. In North Cachar I found tins bird paired and 
evidently breeding in March and April and two nests found in 
the latter month had nearly full-fledged young. Later I found 
nests with eggs in May and June and probably two broods are 
nlten hatched. The nests and eggs cannot be distinguished 
from the normal type made and laid by the Thick-billed Flower- 
pecker, but most of my nests were taken from trees about ten feet 
np or less. One built on a wild mango was about thirty feet 
from the ground. The few eggs, I have seen varied between 
lo‘OxlO‘8 mm. and 15*9 x 12*0 mm. They are handsome eggs, 
the red-brown blotches showing up well ou the bright pink 
ground. 

Habits. This is more ot a forest bird than the preceding one 
bur. it prefers light forest or openings such as jungle tracks and 
roads, riverside banks and open glades. It aiso frequents the 
secondary jungle growing in deser.ed rici-fields. Except for its 
haunting 1 orests its habits do not. differ from those of the typical 
race. 

\ 

Genus PRI0N0CHILUS. 

Prionoehiliis Strickl., P.Z.S., 1841, p. 29. 

Type, Priondchilus ir/nicapillus Eyton. 

In this genus the bill is much the same shape as that of 
Acmonorhjjnrhus , but the sides are slightly concave when viewed 
h orn above and the nasal bristles are entirely absent. The wing 
has ten primaries of which the first is more than one-third the 
length of the second ; the tail is square. 

In Prionochilus the males are very brightly coloured and the 
sexes are dissimilar. 

Key to Species. 

A. Upper plumage hlue. ; . 

13. Upper plumage green. 

a. Lower plumage unstreaked . . .. 

b. Lower pjumaeestreaked. 

a'. Crown-patch crimson ... . 

//. Crown-patch orange-yellow ...... 

0#13) Prionochilus ignicapillus. 

Tins C imi s o n - due a s t k i j Klowku-pkck eh, 

Diomim itjnicnpiUa Eyton, 1’. Z. S., 1839, p. 103 (Malaya). 

Prionochilus igriicupillus . Blank & Oates, ii, p. 384. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Whole upper plumage, sides of bead and 
neck, exposed parts of wing coverts and innermost secondaries 
dull blue; a patch of crimson on the centre of. .the crown; tail 


P. ignicapillus, <5, p. 437. 

P. ignicapillus , £, p. 438. 

P. maculatus , cf, p. 43». 
P. maculatus , P* 430. 
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dark brown, suffused with blue on the central feathers and the 
edges of the lateral Feathers; -wing-feathers dark brown, Uie 
primaries and outer secondaries edged with pale green ; a narrow 
black moustachial streak black with a white streak above it ; point 
of chin white or very pale yellow ; whole lower plumage bright 
dark yellow, a bold patch of crimson on the breast; the hanks 
washed with greenish; the vent and under tail-coverts paler and 
more greenish; axillaries and under wing-coverts white. 

Colours of soft parts, iris red-brown to dark brown; upper 
mandible black, the lower paler and plumbeous ; legs and feet dark 


plumbeous. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 mm. ; wing ;>L to 
57 mm.; tail 25 to 27 min.; tarsus 13 to 14 mm.; culmeu about 

9 mm. . . 

Female. An orange patch on the crown, with this exception 
whole upper parts green; the concealed parts of wings and tai 
brown; moustachial streaks as in the male ; lower parts dull ash) - 
green, albescent on the throat, yellow on the centre of the lower 
breast and abdomen. 

Young birds are like the adult female but have no coiona! 
patch. 

Distribution. South Tenasserim, through the Malay Peninsula 
to Sumatra and Borneo; South-West Siam. 

Nidification. The only nest I have seen of this bird was one 
taken by Major J. C. Moulton at Kuching, Borneo, on the 2c 5rd 
of April. The nest measures almost 4 inches deep by 2J- inches 
broad and may be described as half-way in appearance retweur 
that of Leptocomci and Piprisoma. It is not a ielt-like sujs ance 
like that of the latter nor an untidy bulky structure like that ot 
the former. It is made of a sort of reddish vegetable down and 
lined with a welb-matted mass of the same material, 6 utsme it 
is decorated with all sorts of oddments but these are much moie 
tidily attached than in any nest of Leptocomci . Ihe single white 
egg it contained measured 13*1 x 10*0 mm. 

Habits. Davison found this little Flower-pecker haunting lofty 
trees in pairs feeding on both insects and berries, but preterably 
the latter. The note is said to be one similar to the sharp note 
of the Dicceums and its actions and flight are also similar to those 
of the birds of that genus. 


(1314) Prionochilus maculatus. 

The Yellow-thjioa.tei> Flowek-peckeh. 

Pardalotus maculatus Temm., PI. Col., iii, pi. 600, fig. 3 (1836) 
(Borneo). 

Prionochilus maculatus. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 385. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A patch on the crown fiery red; remaining upper 
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plumage and exposed parts of wings and tail green ; closed parts 
of wings and tail brown ; lores and a broad moustachial streak 
white; cheeks, sides of the head and aline below the moustachial 
streak dull green; point of chin white ; threat and fore-neck 
yellow ; rest of lower plumage bright yellow, heavily streaked with 
green on the breast and flanks and sides of abdomen. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dull red ; bill, upper mandible and 
gonys black, remainder of the bill plumbeous in the males, smalt- 
blue in the females ; legs and feet very dark plumbeous in the 
males, dirty smalt-blue in the females ( Hume $ Davison ). 

Measurements. Total length about 95 mm.; wing 51 to 55 mm. ; 
tail 23 to 25 mm.; tarsus 14 to 15 mm.; culmenabout 8 to9 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male but has the coronal patch yellow. 

Young birds are like the female but have no coronal patch. 

Distribution. Tenas>eriin and South Siam through the Malay 
Peninsula. Borneo. 

Nidification. Nothing recorded. 

Habits. Similar to those of the birds of the genus Dicceum. 

Genus PACHYGLOSSA. 

Pachyglossa Hodgs., J. A. S. B., xii, p. 1009 (1844). 

Type, Pachyglossa melanoxantha Hodgs. 

The genus Pachyglossa is very close to Pnonochilus but differs 
from it in its very long wing with a minute first primary and 
comparatively short secondaries; the lower edge of the mandible 
is gently curved and the nostrils have the operculum partly covered 
by nasal hairs. 

The sexes are dissimilar. 


(1315) Pachyglossa melanoxantha. 

The Yellow-bellied Flower-pecker. 

Pachyglossa melanoxantha Hodgs., J. A.S. B., xii, p. 1010 (1843) 
(Nepal); Blauf. & Oates, ii, p. 386. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Whole upper plumage, sides of neck and 
breast and wing-coverts velvety-black ; wing-quills brownish-black, 
edged with velvety-black ; two outer pairs of tail-feathers with a 
large white patch at top of the inner web, sometimes very small, 
or even absent, on the penultimate feathers; middle of chin and 
throat, breast, axillaries and under wing-coverts white ; remainder 
of lower plumage bright yellow. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris red; bill black; legs and feet dark 
lumbeous. 
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Measurements. Total length about 110 mm,; wing 72 to 
70 inm.; tail 40 to 42 mm.; tarsus 14 to 15 mm. ; culmen about 
8 to 9 mm. 

Female. Upper parts olive-brown; the tail marked as in the 
male but less boldly ; sides of the head, neck and breast greyish- 
olive; chin, throat and centre of breast dull white; remaining 
underparts pale yellow, washed with olive on the flanks and vent; 
axillaries and under wing-coverts white. 

Young males are like the female but with brighter uuderparts 
and darker wings and tail. 

Distribution. Sikkim and Nepal to Eastern Assam and the 
higher hill-ranges South of the Brahmaputra. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Much the same as those of the two preceding genera. 
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.Suborder ANISOMYODI. 

The families contained in this Suborder are distinguished 
from those contained in the Diacromyodi principally by 
having the syringenl muscles inserted either in the middle of, or 
on to "the dorsal or ventral ends of, the bronchial semi-rings as 
shown in the woodcuts on p. 31, Yol. i of this work. The 
Diacromyodi , on the other hand, have them inserted into both 
ends of the semi-rings. 

In treating the birds of the world this Suborder may be divided 
as proposed by Pycraft into three groups, Oligomyodi , Clamatores 
and TraoJicojiiionce, the last of which has no representative genus 
in India. The Oligomyodi and 01 a mat of48 in India are each 
represented by one family only, the Pittas, Pittida *, in the former 
and the Broadbills, Envy l aim idee, in the latter. Por the purpose 
of this work, therefore, we may eliminate tin* groups and consider 
the two families only. 

Key to Eamili 's . 

A. The intrii sic muscles of the syrinx attar. oil 

to two pairs of the bronchial semi-rings. 

Tarsi very long and strong ; tail short. . . . Pittidae, p. 441. 

B. The intrinsic muscles attached to one pair 

only of the bronchial .-emi-rings. Tarsi 

not long; tail normal or lengthened .... Euiylaimidae, p. 4o9. 


Family 1TJLT11FE. 

The intrinsic muscles of the syrinx arc lixed to about the middle 
the bronchial semi-rings and are always limind to two pairs ; 
the wing has ten primaries, the lirst being Aery long and reaching 
almost to the tip of the wing; the tarsus is exceptionally long 
and strong, the anterior surface being entire and smooth; the 
tail, of twelve feathers, is \erv short; the feathers of the crown 
very fall ami erectile; forming a short 1 hick crest, not apparent 
unless the bird is excited. In this family th % flexo r lonejus hallucis 
and tli ee flexor profundus diyitonun are not tinned with a vinculum 
as they are in the next family, the Eumjlaimidiv . 

Key to Genera . 

A. Feathers at the side of the nape long and 

pointed, forming'conspieu'Uis aigrettes . . Antuocincla, p. 1 >-• 
Ik IS T o aigrettes at the side of the nape . PiTi’A. p. 443. 
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Genus ANTHOCINCLA. 


Anthocindci Blytli, J. A. S. B., xxxi, p. 343 (1802). 

Type, Anthocindci pliayrei Blyth. 

The characters of the genus are those of the family and it only 
differs from Pitta in having aigrettes and also a comparatively 
longer, rather more slender bill. It is represented within our 
limits by a single species. The sexes are very much alike. 


(1316) Anthocincla phayrei. 

Piiayiie’s Pitta. 

Anthocincla phayrei Blytli, J. A.S. B., xxxi, p. 343 (1S62) (loung* 
lioo). 

Anthocincla pliayrii. Blanf. Sc ^ates, ii, p. 387. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 



\?\*. 82 .— Head of A. phayrei. 

Description.— Male. A black coronal band from the forehead 
and a second from the lores and through the eye meet,, g on and 
covering the whole of the nape and sides of the net ", oie leai 
and sides of the crown fulvous, each feather edged w u 1 > ac v, 
feathers above the eye more white, changing to pure white on the 
longest feathers of the aigrettes, which are barred with blue , a, 1 
more fulvous on the concealed liases; upper plumage ru ous 
brown; wing-coverts broadly tipped with rufous-fulvous and with 
lunar black bars on each web; primaries and outer secomaiies 
dark brown, edged with rulous and with a fulvous pate, a ® 
base; innermost secondaries like the back; ear-coverts black witn 
rufous shafts; sides of the head fulvous, each feathei 
narrowly edged with blackish; the edges of the leathers at the 
sides of the throat black, forming two moustachuil streaks ; 
chin white, changing to fulvous on the lower throat and o c eeper 
rufescerit fulvous on the breast and abdomen, the breast and 
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anterior flanks more or less spotted with black; under tail-coverts 
dark pink. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown; bill black : legs and 
leet dark fleshy. In the non-breeding season the bill is dark 
horny-brown rather than black. 

Measurements. Total length about 220 mm.; wing 101 to 

1°' “m. ; tail 55 to 58 mm.; tarsus 30 to 31 linn.; cultnen 25 
to 23 mm. 

. •Female. Has the black on the crown, nape, neck, lores and 
sides ot* the head replaced by rufous-brown ; the rufous oE the 
lower parts is duller and paler and much more boldly and freely 
spotted with black ; the under tail-coverts are generally a duller 
pink. The bill of the female is a dark horny-brown, paler on the 
lower mandible. 

Distribution. Burma East oE the Sittoung River, Shan States, 
Siam and leuasserim. 

Nidification. Bingham found a nest of this species on the 27th 
April at about 5,000 feet in the Karen Hills. The nest is 
described as oven-shaped, made of leaves, roots and grasses and 
lined with flue black roots. The entrance was on one side, low 
doum, with a little raised platform of twigs leading up to it. It 
was built on a bank covered with e\ergreen bushes inside a deep 
forest, the nest contained four eggs, broad ellipses in shape, 
china- white w ith a few' minute spots and specks oE purple-black 
at the larger end. The shell, like that of all Pittas'' eggs, is very 
hard with a high gloss. The four eggs measure between 27'9x 
23-3 and 27*4x 21*6 mm. 

Habits. Very little is known about this rare Pitta but it is 
apparently a frequenter of both thin and dense forest between 
some 1,500 and 6,000 leet. It keeps entirely to the ground and 
Davison never saw it on trees at any time. 


Genus PITTA. 

Pitta Vieill., Analyse, p. 42 (1816). 

Type, Pitta bracliyum Linn. 

This genus differs from Antliocmcla only in wanting aigrettes 
and in having a rather shorter bill. 

Key to Species . 

A. Lower plumage plain fulvous. 

a. Tail brown tinged with green. 

a\ Nape and hind neck blue . P. nepalensis , p. 444. 

b’. None and hind neck fulvoiu . P. oatesi, p 446. 

b. lail blue. }\ ccerulea, p. 447. 

B. Lower plumage cross-barred. 

c. Nape red, crown with a black coronal 

band. 


P. cyanea, p. 448. 
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d. Nape ferruginous like the crown, no 

coronal band ... 

C. Lower plumage marked with brilliant crim¬ 

son. 

e. Breast and abdomen fulvous or buff. 
c'. Under wing-coverts black. 

a". Culmeji over 28 mm. . .. 

b". Culmen under 22 mm . 

d\ Under wing-coverts with a large patch 
of white . 

f. Breast and abdomen all crimson . 

(j. Breast and abdomen green . 

D. Lower plumage black . 


P. f/umeyi, £, p. 458. 


P. moluccensi p. 450. 
P. megcirhyncha , p. 452, 

P. brachyurct, p. 453. 

P. corcmea , p. 454. 

P. cucnllata , p. 455. 

P. gurneyi , cf, p. 458. 


(1317) Pitta nepalensis. 

The Blue-kaped Pitta. 

Pttlutlicola ncpaiensis Ilod^s., J. A. S. !>., vi, p. 103 (1857) (Nepal). 
Pitta nepalensis. Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 389. 

Vernacular names. Dao-bm yegashi (Cachari). 



Pi r. 83. — Head of P. vt'i.alensls. 


Description.—Male. Jforehend*anterior crown, supen ilium and 
feathers round the eve fulvous : posterior crown, nape and hind- 
neck bright blue shading into olive : brown, washed with grass- 
green, on the back, scapulars, rurnp and tail; wing-coverts like 
the hackbut less green and margined with fulvous ; quills brown 
edged with fulvous, innermost secondaries all fulvous with a faint 
green sheen; sides of the head, chin and throat rufous-fulvous, 
often wliinsh pn the centre of the chin and throat: a concealed 
patch of black on each side of the* neck; the remaining plumage 
rufous-fulvous, the. feathers of the fore-neck with black bases 
which sometimes sh:»w through. 

The dept 1 1 of colour of the. lower plumage varies considerably 
and a lew indi\idnals have a beautiful fulvous-pink flush on the 
throat and fore-neck. 
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Many Assam and Manipur birds have black centres to' the 
scapulars, feathers of the back, rump and the upper tail-coverts. 
On the other hand many are quite indistinguishable from birds of 
Nepal and Sikkim. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris light to dark brown; edges of eye¬ 
lids dull flesh-colour; bill horny, gape purple, mouth dull flesh- 
colour; legs fleshy-pink to dull reddish-slate; soles paler fleshy- 
pink, claws almost white. 

Measurements. Wing'116 to 129 mm.; tail 61 to 6S mm.; 
tarsus 51 to 59 mm.; culmen 22 to 26 mm. 

Female. Similar to the male but green on the hind-neck instead 
of blue and the crown all rufous-fulvous ; below like the male, the 
colour of the throat varies individually rather than sexually. 

The Nestling is dark brown above, each feather with a large 
central patch of pale fulvous and blackish edges; below the whole 
plumage is very pale fulvous-pink, the feathers of the chin, throat 
and fore-neck with obsolete dark edges and the remainder of the 
feathers with black bases and narrow black borders, the former 
showing everywhere but most boldly on the breast and flanks. 

Distribution. The lower Himalayas from East Nepal to the 
extreme East and South of Assam ; Manipur, Hill Tippera and 
Chittagong Hill Tracts in Eastern Bengal ; Lushai and Chin Hills 
to North Arakan. 

Nidification. The Blue-naped Pitta breeds from the foot-hills, 
seldom under 1,500 feet, up to some 6,000 all along the outer 
Himalayas but it is most common between 2,000 amf3,500 feet. 
The majority of eggs are laid in May and June but at the lower 
levels many nests are built in early April and I have taken fresh 
eggs up to the end of August, these probably being second broods. 
The nest is of two types. Ordinarily it is built on the ground in 
bamboo, scrub or thin secondary growth, more rarely in forest. 
In these cases the nest is composed almost entirely of bamboo- 
leaves, mixed with grass and a few roots and lined with the latter; 
in shape it is like a large Kugby football, the entrance close to the 
ground at one end and, often, it is more or less buried in fallen 
leaves and other debris. At other times it is placed in a clump 
of bamboos, a small sapling or on a platform of branches and 
rubbish on bushes. When thus placed it is built of a greater 
variety of material, and twigs, roots and fern-fronds etc. are 
all used to strengthen and keep together the bamboo-leaves and 
grass, though, wherever it may be, it is always so loosely put 
together that it falls to pieces when handled. The eggs number 
three to seven, generally four or five. The ground is a bard 
glossy china-white and in most eggs the marks consist of sparse 
spots and specks of deep purple-black with still fewer secondary 
marks of pale lavender. Some eggs have a few hair-lines and 
straggling blotches of the same colour, whilst a few have more 
numerous pale reddish blotches all over the surface. One hundred 




eggs average 139*5 x 23*4 mm.! maxima 32*6x24*1 and 31 2 x 
25*6 mm.; minima 28 lx 23*3 and 28*0 x 21*8 mm. As will he 
seen from the measurements the eggs are very broad ovals and 
the smaller ends hardly differ from the larger. 

Habits. This handsome Pitta is resident throughout its range 
and may be found in almost any kind of forest or jungle but 
undoubtedly prefers either bamboo-jungle with little or no under¬ 
growth or mixed bamboo- and scrub-jungle. It is especially 
fond of the dense secondary growth mixed with bamboos which at 
once springs up in hill-cultivation when deserted. Here it may 
be heard quietly scratching about among the dry leaves, turning 
them over and over as it hunts for ants, small coleoptera and 
insects of all kinds. In addition to these it will eat almost any 
small moving object, worms, lizards and even young field-mice. 
It flies quite well and at some speed, but never for anv distance, 
preferring progression on its feet by immense bounds, several 
feet long, repeated with extraordinary speed. When thus moving 
it looks like a mammal and many writers have likened it ro a rat. 
The only note I have heard is a magnificent double whistle, 
uttered both on the ground and when on a tree and most often 
to he heard ringing out in the early mornings and late evenings. 
When feeding in pairs, as they generally do, a very soft chuckle 
is made from time to time by either sex. 


(1318) Pitta oatesi. 

The Fulvous Pitta. 

Hydrornu oatesi Hume, Str. Feath., i, p. 4/ / (18/3) (Tenasserim). 

Pitta oatesi. JBlanf. & Oates, ii, p. 390. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Resembles P. nepaUnsis very closely but has 
no blue at all on the nape and hind-neck; the upper back is 
generally a rather more decided green and there is often a trace 
of blue on the rump; the pink tinge on the throat seems to be 
more constant. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel; bill dark horny-brown, the 
lower mandible, gape and edges of the upper mandible p ft ler and 
tinged with salmon-pink ; legs and feet fleshy or fleshy-pink. 
The young bird has the iris brown surrounded by a ring of grey. 

Measurements. Wing 117 to 128 mm.; tail 02 to 00 mm.; 
tarsus 54 to 50 mm.; cut men 24 to 26 mm. 

The Young bird is like that of the Blue-naped Pitta but is 
darker above with paler, almost white spots ; below there is only 
a very slight pink tinge, the large spots being almost pure white. 

Distribution. Eastern Burma and South Shan States; 
Tenasserim as far South as Perak in the Federated Malay States. 
It is comparatively rare, but is found occasionally West of the 
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Pegu Tomas in the extreme South of the Arakan Tomas and is 
common in the Pegu Tomas. 

Nidification. I have received a nest from Perak with the parent 
birds which was found in January; other nests from near 
Amherst taken in April, from near Bassein taken in April and 
May and, finally, from near Tavoy taken in March. Both nests 
and eggs are quite indistinguishable from those of Pitta nepalensis 
but this species seems always to breed in dense evergreen forest 
liie forty-four eggs I have measured average 28-5x24-3 min.: 
maxima 31-3x25-2 mm.; minima 25-9x24-0 mm. and 97-Ox* 
23 0 mm. ~ 

Habits. The Fulvous Pitta only differs in its habits from the 
Bue-naped Pitta in keeping more entirely to the deepest forest 
where it frequents ravines and broken ground, feeding on insects’ 
worms etc., turning over the dead leaves and rubbish in its quest 
for food. It has the same beautiful loud double whistle, or call 
which can be heard an immense distance and which, like that of 
the Blue-naped Pitta, is often uttered on moonlight nights. 

(1319) Pitta coerulea ccerulea. 

The Giant Pitta. 

^SumaTrar^ 0 ^ SoC ‘’ xiii ’ P- 301(1822) 

Pitta ccerulea. Blnnf. & Oates, ii, p. 390. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Forehead, anterior crown, sides of the 
crown, lores, ear-coverts and sides of the head and neck pale grev- 
brown, each feather edged with black, boldly on the crown 
obsoletely on the sides of the head; a broad coronal streak 
widening out on the nape and hind-neck, meeting another black 
line running back from the eye under the supercilium ; back wing- 
coverts, rump, upper tail-coverts and tail bright blue, brightest 
uext the black neck; quills black, the primaries with a grev-blue 
patch at the end of the outer web, the secondaries increasingly 
and more bright blue until the innermost are all of this colour • 
chin fulvescent white changing to fulvous on the throat; fore-neck 
fulvous the feathers edged narrowly with blackish ; remainder of 
lower plumage fulvous, varying considerably in depth and richness • 
bases of the feathers of the extreme upp“er breast black often 
showing through and forming a broken collar between the breast 
and fore-neck. 

Coiours of soft parts. Iris brown (Herbert), hazel-grey (Davi- 
son); bill black, inside of the mouth white; legs and feet pale 
grey, fleshy-grey or bluish-fleshy. 1 

Measurements. Wiug 138 to 155 mm.; tail 61 to 67 mm • 
tarsus 54 to 59 mm.; culmen 32 to 35 mm. * ’ 

Female. Edge of forehead, lores, sides of head and a broad 
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supercilimn ashy-grey, the feathers very finely edged with black ; 
crown, nape and hind-neck greyish-rufous, each feather boldly 
edged with black; a broad line, sometimes partly concealed, from 
the eye to the nape black; a broad collar of black below the hind- 
neck ; back, scapulars and wing-coverts rich .rufous, the greater 
coverts more grey and edged with paler bIue-grey; primaries 
black with grey tips to the outer webs ; secondaries dark brown 
with more grey on the outer webs and the inner with broad blue 
tips and terminal edges ; rump and upper tail-coverts bright blue ; 
tail darker blue; chin and throat almost white, remainder of 
lower plumage fulvous or brownish-fulvous; axillaries and wing- 
coverts mottled fulvous and brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Bill blackish-brown, the lower mandible 
paler. 

Young birds have the forehead to the upper back greyish- 
fulvous, each feather edged and centred dark brown; tail blue as 
in the adult; remainder of upper plumage and wings chocolate- 
brown ; sides of the head fulvous, the feathers edged with black ; 
chin and throat whitish; breast chocolate-brown, with broad 
fulvous terminal bars to many of the feathers ; remainder of 
lower plumage brown paling to fulvous on the vent, posterior 
flanks and under tail-coverts. 

Distribution. Tenasserim from Nwalabo Mountain throughout 
the Malay Peninsula to Sumatra. South-West Siam. It does not 
extend to Borneo where it is replaced by P. c. hosei, which has a 
very different female. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. There is little recorded about this beautiful Pitta beyond 
Davison’s remarks: “ They are extremely shy and not at ail like 
the other Pittas. Directly they catch sight of yon they rise, 
flying low but rapidly, and not alighting under 200 or 300 yards, 
when, of course, in the dense forests where alone they occur all 
trace of them is lost. They doubtless must call; but I have 
never heard their note to distinguish. My specimens had fed 
entirely on large black ants.” 

It is not yet known whether this bird is migratory, partially so, 
or quite sedentary, but probably it will be found to be a resident 
species, merely retiring into yet deeper forest at certain seasons 
of the year. 

(1320) Pitta cyanea cyanea. 

The Blue Pitta. 

Pitta cyanea Blyth, J. A.S.B., xii, p. 1008 (1843) (Arakan) ; 

Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 891. 

Vernacular names. Daobui gatanglili (Cackari). 

Description.—Male. A broad coronal streak from the forehead 
to the nape black; remainder of forehead and crown ochre-grey 
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changing to red on the posterior crown and becoming pure 
scarlet on the nape ; lores and a line through the eye black, 
broadening on the sides of the neck; whole upper plumage, tail 
and lesser median wing-coverts blue ; greater coverts and winglet 
black; quills very dark brown, the primaries with a white patch 
at the base and with some of the inner ones washed with grey-blue 
near the tips of the outer webs, inner secondaries like the back, 
outer washed with blue on the outer webs; cheeks and ear- 
coverts fulvous-ochre ; a moustachial streak black, widening and 
almost meeting on the throat; chin and throat white, the rather 
lanceolate feathers streaked with black; a white patch on 
the lower throat; remainder of lower plumage sheeny pale blue, 
washed with yellow on tiie breast_ and boldly marked with lunar 
bars or spots ol black ; centre of abdomen and vent almost 
unmarked; under tail-coverts nearly all white mottled with 
bluish-grey at the bases; under wing-coverls and axillaries 
brown and white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark reddish-brown; eyelids plum¬ 
beous ; hill black, inside of the mouth dusky-fleshy ; legs pinkish 
flesh-colour. 

Measurements. AVing 106 to 116 mm.; tail 57 to 62 mm.; 
tarsus 43 to 45 mm.; culmen 22 to 24 mm. 

Female. Upper plumage and wing-coverts brown washed with 
blue to a varying degree; rump more blue; longer upper tail- 
coverts and tail blue; lower plumage like that of the male but 
with the blue much less and the dull fulvous much more in 
extent ; the markings also are narrower and less bold and the 
sheen is confined to the Hanks; remainder of plumage as in the 
male but paler and duller. 

The Young bird is like the female but retains the fulvous tips 
to the wing-coverts and often shows faint signs of burring above. 

Nestling. Above brown, the head almost black, each feather 
with a fulvous centre, bright and broad on the crown and nape 
and reduced to dull narrow lines on the back ; wing-coverts with 
terminal fulvous spots: rump and upper tail-covens bluish; tail 
blue; chin and throat white, each leather narrowly edged with 
black ; breast and underparts dark brown, each feather broadly 
streaked with fulvous; the centre of the abdomen and under 
tail-coverts almost white. 

The nestlings and young birds have the bill fleshy-scarlet, the 
culmen and base mottled with horny-brown ; the legs and feet 
are paler than in the adult. 

Distribution. The Sub-Himalayas from Bhutan to Eastern 
Assam; Cachar, Tippera, Chittagong, Manipur, Lushai, Chin 
Hills and the hilly country ol Burma from the Shan States to 
South Tenasserim ; Siam and Annam. 

The only specimen from Annam is a very dark, richly coloured 
bird with the breast, washed with red instead of yellowish ; if this 
VOL. m. 2s 
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difference is constant it would suffice to differentiate it from the 
other forms, 

Nidification. The Blue Pitta breeds in Assam, South Burma 
aud South Siam in May and June, occasionally as late as July 
beino- found in the South Assam hills certainly up to 5,0U0 teet 
at this season, though normally it is a plains’ breeder and not a 
mountain bird. The nest is a large oval domed affair anything 
between 6 and 10 inches in.length and a little less in breadth 
and height. Where bamboo-leaves are obtainable these form the 
bulk of the material used, but. moss, bracken, grass and other 
dead leaves nearly always form part also and, when it is placed on 
the ground—as 'it often is—there is nearly always a bed ot 
debris collected together for it to lie on. The lining is of roots 
and leaves and, however wet the outside may be, the inside 
is always warm and dry. It may be placed on the ground, on a 
stump or on a sapling and is often very conspicuous though so 
rough and untidy that nest-hunters of all kinds pass it. by. mb 
eggs, three to seven in number, generally four or five, are very 
spherical; the ground is a highly glossed china-wlute and the 
markings consist of fairlv numerous specks, spots and short 
tangled lines of deep purple-black or lighter .•eddish-brown. 
These are much more numerous than on the eggs ol the 
Blue-naped and Fulvous Pittas hut are never numerous enough 
to obscure the giound. Fifty eggs average 2/*ox20 9 mm., 
maxima 28*2 x 22*1 mm.; minima 24*0 X 21*5 and 25 2x20 1 mm. 

Habits. The Blue Pitta seems to be locally migratory but no 
one has as yet been able to work out its movements. In 
N. Cachar it is resident, though very rare, for I have myself seen 
it in almost, every month of the year, nor does it move vertically 
with the seasons. Both Burmese and Siamese say that the bird 
is only known to them in the breeding-season and that it is most 
irregular in its movements, some years being very numerous 
whilst in others hardly a bird is seen. The birds keep closely to 
dense forest or bamboo-and scrub-jungle and are very shy and 
wary, scuttling away into cover on the slightest sign ot danger. 
By preference they use their legs in escaping, piogiessmg m huge 
leaps like all the members of this family, at the same time they can 
fly well when driven to do so. I think their principal diet is ants 
and termites hut they will eat practically any kind of insect, 
larvae, worms etc. Their note is a beautiful whistle, very like 
that of the Blue-naped Pitta but not nearly so powerful. 

(1321) Pitta moluccensis. 

The Lesser Blue-winged Pitta. 

Turdus moluccensis INI filler, Natursvst, Suppl., p. 144 (1776) (Moluc¬ 
cas in errore, Tenasserim). 

Pitta cyan opt era. Blanf Si f)ates, ii> P* 402. 

Vernacular names. Nolc-iao-vcto (all Pittas) (Siam). 
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Description. A coronal streak from the forehead to the nape 
black; lores, round the eye, cheeks, ear-coverts and sides of the 
neck black, meeting the coronal streak and forming a collar 
on the hind-heck; back, scapulars and inner secondaries dark 
grass-green; rump, upper tail-cover s and lesser wing-coverts 
brilliant ultramarine; tail black, tipped with dull blue; median 
and greater wing-coverts green, tipped and edged with b.ue; 
primaries white, with broad b'ack bases and tips, the inner 
primaries nearly all while; secondaries black, the terminal 
portions of the outer webs green ; chin and throat white, 
the former black at the point; remainder of lower plumage 
bright buff, the centre of the abdomen, vent and under tail- 
coverts bright scarlet-crimson. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; eyelid and ocular 
region slaty-blue; bill horny-brown to almost black, the culmen 
and tip quite black ; legs and feet and inside of mouth fleshy- 
pink. 

Measurements. Wing 118 to 127 mm.; tail 42 to 45 mm.; 
tarsus 20 to 24 mm. ; culmen 24 to 26 mm. 

Young birds have the coronal streak broader and ill-defined 
and the feathers of tf-e crown edged with black; wing-coverts 
dull blue and the lower plumage less bright than in the adult. 

Many adult birds of both sexes have black s reaks on the 
feathers of the upper plumage, sometimes on the back, sometimes 
on the lower back and rump. These streaks seem to be a 
characteristic of all the Pittas and have nothing to do with age 
or sex. 

Distribution. South Arakan to South Tenasserim, Central 
Burma from the Karen Hills to the extreme South ; Siam; the 
Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and Borneo. 

Birds from Sumatra and Borneo have very broad nuchal collars 
but there is not sufficient material available to show if this 
is individual or geographical. Two specimens from Penang have 
the collar rather broad, but in the fifty odd specimens from 
the North there are none wuich show any approach in breadth of 
collar to the island birds. 

Nidification. The Lesser Blue-winged Pitta breeds from April 
to July 1 throughout its recorded range, making a ne-t practically 
indistinguishable from that of the preceding bird although it 
is placed nearly always on the ground and not in such heavy 
forest. Mackenzie, who has taken or seen numerous nests, 
one with fresh eggs as late the 1st August, says that they 
are most common in fairly dense forest of leak where there is 
sufficient, though not very heavy, undergrowth. As a rule the 
nests are scattered very far apart, but in a few favoured places 
they are comparatively mimrous. They ;ire neat-lv always, built 
ori the banks of tiny forest streams with the opening facing the 
stream and a favourite position is wedged in among the roots of 
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a tree. The number of eggs varies from three to seven and in 
colour they are typical Pitta's but on the whole are the most richly 
and profusely marked of all. In some eggs spots and hierogly¬ 
phics are mixed together but in others one or the other type 
preponderates. Sixty-six eggs average 26*3x21*3 mm.: maxima 
28*9 X 22*1 and 27*1 X 22*6 mm.; minima 24*0 x 20*7 and 25*2 x 
20 0 mm. 

Habits. Very similar in all respects to P. cyanea but it does 
not keep so exclusively to dense forest. Occasionally it comes 
close to villages and Mackenzie found a nest within two hundred 
yards of a village. Oates says that they are only Summer 
visitors to Burma but that once they arrive “the jungle seems 
alive with these birds and their loud melodious uote may be 
heard in every well-wooded locality.” 


(1322) pitta megarhyncha. 

The Lauge-billed Blue-winged Pitta. 

Pitfa megarhyncha Schleg. Vog. Ned. Ind., Pitta, p. 32 (1803) 
(Isle de Banka); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 393. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very similar to the Lesser Blue-winged Pitta but 
with a larger bill; the crown is of a darker brown, with little or uo 
ochre tinge and the coronal streak is absent or obsolete ; the back 
is a much darker duller green. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris very dark brown ; bill black ; legs 
and feet dark fleshy, the claws more white. 

Measurements. Wing 114 to 120 mm.; tail 40 to 43 mm. • 
tarsus 39 to 41 mm.; culmen 29 to 34 mm. 

The Young bird has the feathers of the head margined with 
black; the back is a dull brownish-green and the lower parts are 
duller and browner with little or no indication of the crimson 
abdomen and vent. 

Distribution. Tenasserim South to the Malay Peninsula and the 
island of Banka. 

Nidification. A. nest of this species found by Darling in 
an island off Tenasserim is said to have been of the usual type, as, 
also, was an egg taken from the oviduct of the female. 

Habits. Those of the genus. To what extent it is migratory 
or sedentary still remains to be proved. It is a rare bird 
and very little has been recorded about it. 
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(1323) Pitta brachyura. 

The Indian Pitta. 

Corvus brachyurus Linn., Syst. Nat., 12th ed. i, p c 158 (1706) 
(Moluccas in err ore, Ceylon). 

Pitta brachyura. Blanf. Sc Oates, ii, p. 393. 

Vernacular names. Jffourang (Hind.); ShumcJia (Beng.); 
Poona-inlci (Tel.) ; Avitchia, Avitta (Oing.) ; Dao-hni-yegashi 
(Cachari). 

Description. A. broad coronal streak from the forehead to the 
nape black, remainder of crown fulvous-brown, paler and almost 
white at the sides forming a supercilium from the bill to the nape 
where the feathers are prolonged almost into aigrettes, the inner 
webs fulvous, the outer pale blue; leathers under the eye white or 
fulvous-white; lores, sides of the head, ear-coverts and sides of 
the neck black meeting the coronal streak and forming a collar 
on the hind-neck ; back, scapulars, rump, median wing-coverts and 
inner secondaries green; lower rump, upper tail-coverts and 
lesser wiug-coverts bright pale blue; tail black, broadly tipped 
with green ; primary coverts black ; primaries black, the two first 
with broad patches of white on the inner webs, the others with 
white patches on both webs and ail tipped with pale greyish- 
brown; chin, throat and a line behind the black neck, white; 
abdomen, vent and under rail-coverts crimson-pink ; remainder of 
lower plumage fulvous ; under wing-coverts and axillaries black. 

Many individuals have the feathers of the upper parts broadly 
streaked with black ; in some these streaks are confined to 
the back, in others they extend to the rump, upper tail-coverts 
and inner secondaries. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris dark brown ; bill dark brown or 
black, paler and more reddish at the base and on the tip 
and culmen; legs and feet pale purplish-fleshy or dingy pale 
brown (possibly young birds). 

Measurements. Wing 101 to 108 mm.; tail 37 to 40 mm.; 
tarsus 35 to 38 mm.; culmen 20 to 22 mm. 

Young birds have the crown darker and the feathers edged 
with black ; the back is'very dark and much duller and browner; 
the lower plumage is duller and browner and there is but 
little pink. 

Distribution. Simla to Ceylon ; Raj put ana, Bombay, to Assam, 
Chittagong and Manipur. 

Nidification. The Indian Pitta breeds over the whole of its 
range but in the extreme South it is rare, whilst it is most 
common in many parts oi Central India and again in South 
Assam and parts of Bihar. Its nest is the Usual huge football, 
often as much as a foot long by about nine inches high, made of 
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leaves, grass, twigs and moss and lined with grass and bamboo- 
leaves or, in the Central Province, with tamarisk twigs and 
grass-roots. The nests are sometimes placed on the ground, 
sometimes on bushes but more often in among the first and larger 
forked boughs of small trees and saplings. Like so man) o mci 
P ittas’ nests they owe much of their security from marauders 
to their very conspicuousness which renders them so uni ve 
most nests. They lay four to six eggs with the usual gloss) c una 
white ground and are very spherical in shape. The marks C()1 ]"|" 
of spots and specks varying from purple-brown to almost, i a • 9 
with secondary markings of lavender and dull purple, vvluls in a 
few eggs the spots are more brown or light reddish-brown. n 
the great majority of eggs the marks are fairly numerous a 
the larger end and sparse elsewhere while the twisted lines so 
common in most Pittas’ eggs are very rarely present, kilty eggs 
average 24*7X21 *2 mm. : maxima 28 2x21*1 and 27*1x22 4 mm., 
minima 23*3X21*0 and 24*9x20 0 mm. The principal breeding 
months are April to June. 

Habits. The Indian Pitta is resident throughout India though 
it, may move locally and is probably only a Summer ueecmg 
visitor to the hills above 2,000 feet. It is not a bird ot the 
deeper forests, seeming to prefer bamboo- and scrub-jungle oi 
deciduous forest such as Sal and Oak. It feeds, like ot u r 
Pittas, entirely on the ground, but roosts on trees and is salt to 
utter its whistling calls from trees or other elevated perches. 

Pitta granatina. 

Pitta granatina Temm., PI. Col., pi. 500 (1830). 

Type-locality: Borneo. 

The typical form differs from that found in Tenasserim and 
the Malay Peninsula, Pitta cf. coccinea , in having a narrow' black 
frontal band instead of a broad one. 

(1324) Pitta granatina coccinea. 

The Malayan Scarlet Pitta. 

Pitta coccinea Eyton, P. Z. S., 1839, p. 104 (Malaya); Blanf. 

& Oates, ii, p. 394. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Forehead, to a breadth of about 4 to 7 mm.,, 
lores, supercdium and sides of the head black ; the posterior 
supercilium, from the ear-coverts to the neck, has the feathers 
lanceolate and brilliant steel-blue will) black bases; crown, nape 
and bind-neck rich scarlet-crimson ; back, scapulars, lesser wing- 
coverts, upper tail-coverts, rump and tail purple, tinged with blue,, 
brightest on the upper back and longest tail-coverts, but varying 
great lv in different lights; lesser wing-coverts black; median 
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and greater coverts black with broad edges and tips of glistening 
smalt-blue; quills black, edged with deep blue, the inner secon¬ 
daries all of this colour; chin rufous-brown; throat and upper 
breast dark brown, a few feathers tipped with purple or crimson ; 
lower breast blackish, overlaid with a purple sheen and often 
with some feathers tipped with crimson; axillaries and under 
wing-coverts black; remainder of lower plumage deep crimson, 
except the thighs which are brown. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris deep brown; bill black; legs 
and feet clear plumbeous-blue. 

Measurements. Wing 86 to 94 mm.; tail 35 to 38 mm.; 
tarsus 35 to 38 mm.; culmen 18‘to 20 mm. 

The Nestling is all brown, the crown rufescent and the lores, 
supercilium and sides of the head blackish ; the underparts are 
like the crown, paling on the abdomen, vent and under tail- 
coverts to pinkish-brown : the visible portions of the wings and 
tail are suffused with dull, dark blue. 

Young birds are intermediate in colour between the nestling 
and adult and assume the latter plumage very gradually. 

Distribution. Tenasserim to the extreme South of the Malay 
Peninsula. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Practically nothing on record but so far as is known, 
similar to those of other Pittas. 


Pitta cucullata. 

Key to Subspecies. 


X. Brighter and paler above and below. P. e. cucullata , p. 455. 

B. Darker both above and below. P. c. abbotti, p. 457. 


In the immense series of this Pitta in the British Museum 
Collection there are unfortunately no specimens from the 
Nicobars and therefore it is impossible to confirm or refute 
Dr. Richmond’s diagnosis of his new subspecies. For the present 
therefore I retain it, especially as Dr. Richmond had a series of 
seven birds for examination all of which appear to have been 
consistent both in colour and size. 


(1325) Pitta cucullata cucullata. 

The (Ijieen-bueasted Pitta. 

Pitta cucullata Ilartl.. Rev. Zool.. 1843, p. 65 ( Malacca); Blanf. & 
Oates, ii, p. 395. 

Vernacular names. Phattim-pho (Lepch.). 

Description. Forehead to nape rich rufous-brown; a narrow 
line over the eye and rest of head, chin, throat, sides of neck 
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and a broad collar on the hind-neck black; back, scapulars and 
rump rich dark grass-green ; upper tail-coverts glistening pale 
ultramarine; tail black tipped with dull blue; lesser wing- 
coverts ultramarine; median and greater coverts grass-green, the 
latter darker and bluish; primaries white, with black bases and 
tips ; outer secondaries black, with blue-green margins to the 
terminal halves of the outer webs; the green increasing in 
extent and becoming brighter until the innermost are all green 
like the back ; breast, flanks and edges of abdomen bright pale 
green washed with ultramarine, in many specimens the bine 
wash being very strong; centre of abdomen, vent and under 
tail-coverts bright crimson; thighs brownish-green ; axillaries 
and under wing-coverts black. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel-brown or “ coffee-brown ” ; 
eyelids plumbeous ; bill black, inside of mouth fleshy ; legs and 
feet fleshy-pink, pale fleshy-lavender or fleshy-horn. 

Measurements. Total length about 100 to 200 mm.; wing 
109 to 119 ram.; tail 39 to 42 mm.; tarsus 38 to 42 mm.; 
culmen 20 to 22 mm. 

Young birds are like the adult but have the crimson of the 
abdomen and vent pale. 

Nestlings have the crown a rat-lier duller brown ; the black of 
the chin, sides of head and narrow collar is duller; the upper 
plumage is brown washed with green; the upper rail-coverts are 
dull, pale greenish-blue; tail dark brown washed with green; 
lesser wing-coverts dull green with narrow brown rims ; median 
coverts white, with greenish-brown concealed bases and very 
narrow brown margins ; greater coverts dull green ; quills like 
the adult but duller; throat brownish-white ; remaining lower 
parts dull brown, paling to pink on the abdomen, vent and 
under tail-coverts. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris glaucous blue, changing to dull 
brown; hill black, the tip and gape dull orange; legs-and feet 
fleshy or lavender-white. 

Distribution. The Himalayas and sub-Himalayan Terai from 
Nepal to the extreme South and East ot Assam ; Gonda in the 
United Provinces, Eastern Bengal in Tippera, Mymensingh, 
Chittagong and (once) Noakhali; Chin Hills and Shan States 
to the extreme South of Burma, Malay States and Siam. 

Nidification. The Green-breasted Pitta breeds from the end of 
April to July in Oudh, Bihar, Eastern Bengal and Assam and 
the Terai up to 5,0<'0 or 6,000 feet. The nest is like that of all 
Pittas; when bamboo leaves are available, these form the 
favourite material but are mixed with roots, leaves and grass 
and sometimes these alone with twigs are used. As they are 
built on the ground and among fallen debris, the latter is often 
formed into a little raised passage to the entrance of the nest. 
The eggs number three to six and differ from those of the Indian 
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Pitta in being much more profusely marked and often in having 

few additional lines and scriggles of purple-black ; in most 
•eggs also the spots are much less bold and definite. Eifty eggs 
average 27-1 x 21 # 0 mm.; maxima 28'0 x 22*0 and 25*S x 22*5 mm.: 
minima 23 0 X 22*0 and 25*6 x 19*6 mm. 

Habits. This Pitta is more a bird of the lower hills than the 
plains though it is resident over a considerable extent of the 
latter along the sub-Terai It is found in evergreen-forest, husb¬ 
and bamboo-jungle and sometimes in grass lands with patches 
of tree-forest here and there. Even where common it is not an 
easy bird to find and watch, tor it is so shy and so quick in 
getting away when disturbed that usually all one sees is 
something , bird or mammal, bounding away into cover. On the 
rare occasions I have been able to watch it, it was busy feeding 
on termites; these it caught with great dexterity, leaping up into 
the air after them or pursuing them with remorseless energy on 
the ground. Those which crept under leaves or moss were 
promptly exposed by a couple of lusty kicks and seized with the 
bill. It breeds up to 5,000 feet and possibly 1,000 feet higher 
and the birds are very close sitters, seldom quitting their nests 
until almost trodden on. It is certainly resident wherever found 
though it may move about locally under stress of food conditions. 

(1326) Pitta cucullata abbotti. 

The Nicobar Q-been-breasted Pitta. 

Pitta abbotti Richmond, Proc. Nat. Mus. U. 8., xxv, p. 298 (1902) 
(Nicobars). 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Like P. c . cucullata “ but darker above and below, 
lighter blue on upper tail- and wing-coverts ; a dark median line 
on the crown; white patch on primaries much smaller and 
confined to six feathers instead of seven ” ( Richmond ). 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris dark brown ; bill black, gape pale 
orange ; feet pale brownish-fleshy ” (Richmond). 

Measurements. Length 184 mm.; wing 103 to 110 mm.; 
tail 39 mm.; tarsus 39*5 mm.; culmen 22 mm,, bill from gape 
27 mm. (Richmond). 

Distribution. Great and Little Nicobars. 

Nidification and Habits. Nothing recorded. 

(1327) Pitta gurneyi. 

Guryev's Pitta. 

Pitta gurneyi llume, Str. Featli., iii, p. 29t), pi. 3 (1875) (South 
Tenas3erim); Blanf. & Oates, ii, p. 395. 

Vernacular names. Nolc-tao-rao (Siam). 
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Description.— Male. Forehead, anterior crown, a broad 
shpercilium, lores, sides of the head and neck and a narrow super- 
cilium black: hinder crown and nape glistening, blue, the 

feathers long and forming a crest: upper pln.nage, wing-coverts 
and innermost secondaries rufous-brown; wing-quills biown 
the inner primaries and outer secondaries edged pale rufous; tail 
bright pale greenish-blue, the concealed portions blackish ; a tew 
of "the longest upper tail-coverts blue ; point ol clnn black , 
chin and throat white, shading into bright, yellow on the uppei 
breast and hinder sides of neck; breast and abdomen black ; 
under tail-coverts black with broad blue tips; flanks baried black 
and bright yellow-; under wing-coverts and axillaries black, a tew 
feathers in the centre of the former white. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; bill black; legs and feet 
fleshv-white to fleshy Indian-red. 

Measurements. Wrng 97 to 102 mm.; tail 46 to 54 mm.; 
tarsus 40 to 42 mm. ; culiuen 20 to 22 mm. 

Female. Forehead, crown and nape pale orange-lerrugmous; 
upper plumage like that ol the male but dul er i u ous now n , 
sides of the head and neck black; chin, throat aud behind Hie 
black of the neck white, or fulvous-white, the feathers next 
the black with obsolete black edges; breast and flanks closely 
barred yellow and black, more fulvous ou the abdomen, where 
the bars are very faint and narrow; under tail-coverts black 
ed-ed with yellow; axillaries and under wing-coverts mixed, 
white and brown or blackish; a little fulvous on tie ou ti 

axillaries. . 

Young birds have the head and neck rufous-brow n with black 
edges and, probably, the whole of the lower parrs, except the 
white chin and throat, fulvous-brown with black edges. 

Distribution. Peninsular Siam and Burma to Malacca. 

Nidification. Herbert took a nest with four eggs ol this 
Pitta at. Klong Wahip, near Tung Song m Peninsular Siam on the 
9th of October, shooting the female, from whic.i he extracted a 
fifth egg, not quite ready to be laid. The nest was ot the usual 
type, made entirely of bamboo-leaves and p ami at the loot of a 
bamboo clump. The eggs can be uratched with many eggs of 
Pitta ruruljata and measure from 25-3x22-0 mm. to 2,-Ox 
22*4 min. 

Habits. Apparently a resident form as it has been met with 
bv various collectors from February to July, by Oates still 
earlier in the year and by Herbert with fresh eggs in October. 
It i s a bird of evergreen-forests and but little is known about it. 
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1‘i^. 84. ftus iht!Imiisitfi ?ind iu*st (from Hodgson’s drawing). 


Family EURYLATMID.F. 

The family Eurylaimida differs in two important anatomical 
characters from the Pittidiv. It differs from this latter family 
as from all other Indian families of the Passeres in having the 
flexor longus hallucis and the flexor profundus dig it ovum joined near 
the centre by a vinculum (fig. 85) ; the intrinsic muscles of the 
syrinx are attached to one pair only of the bronchial semi-rings 
instead of to two pairs as in the Pittidce . 

The sternum is Passerine but has one ftoteli on each side of 
the hinder border and the manubrium sterni or spina externa is 
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unforked as in the non-Passerine birds. The oil-gland is present 
but nude. 

The relations of this family to other groups has been dealt 
with in various ways by different Ornithologists but on the 
whole it seems advisable to retain them with the great Order of 
Passeres , even if it forms a somewhat aberrant family. In life 
their very close connection with the Passeres is obvious, and the 
most interesting discoveries of Dr. P. B. Lowe and Mr. G*. L. 
Bates (P. Z. S. 1924, pp. 279-291) show how closely connected 
the Oriental Eurylmmidce are with the genus Smithornis , a genus 
of small African birds, hitherto generally retained in the family 
Muscicapidce. Pvcraft had already called attention (P. Z. S. 
1905) to the curious quadrate and other anatomical characters 
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Fig. 85. —Left foot of Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchus , from behind, lhe skin 
has been turned aside and the superficial flexors removed, so as to show 
the deep plantar tendons. I, II, HI* IV, first, second, third and fourth 
toes ; f.LK flexor longus hallucis; flp.d flexor profundus digitorum ; V y 
vinculum. (Forbes, P. Z. S. 1880, p. 382.) 

which influenced him in considering his Amomyodi to be a 
branch or Sub-Order only, of the Passeres. 

In this family the bill is normally very flat and broad. The 
feet are adapted for perching; hind toe large; the anterior toes 
joined at the base, the outer and middle toes (third and fourth) 
having only the last phalanx free (fig. 85). The tarsi, which are 
short but strong, are reticulated behind and transversely 
scutellated in front, the scutellation often ill-marked and in 
some genera entirely disappearing on the inner anterior side of 
the tarsus. The tail is generally rounded, often strongly 
graduated. 
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Key to Geneva. 


A. Nostrils exposed. 

a. Tail shorter than wing. 

a'. Sides of upper mandible convex 
and overhanging. 

a". Region below eye feathered . . 

b". Region below eye nude . 

b'. Sides of upper mandible straigl t 
and not overhanging. 
c". Nostrils elongate and situated 
about one-third length of bill 

from forehead.*. 

<1 . Nostrils rounded and situated 
close to base of bill . 

b. Tail longer than wing . 

B. Nostrils concealed bv lornl plumes. 


Eurylaimus, p. 461. 
Corydon. p. 464. 


CyMBIKHYKOHUS, p. 466. 

Skrilophus, p. 469 . 
PSARISOMUS, p. 472 . 
Calyptomkna, p. 47 o. 


; 


Genus EURYLAIMUS. 

Eurylaimus Ilorsf., Trans. Linn. Soc., xiii, p. 170 (1822). 

Type, Eurylaimus javanicus Horsf. 

in this genus the bill is large, broad and flat, culinen very 
blunt, whilst the sides of the upper mandible are overhanging and 
convex near the gape. The nostrils are rounded, exposed and 
close to the base of the bill. The wing is rounded, the fourth 
primary being the longest. The tail is graduated and much, 
shorter then the wing. Rictal bristles present but small. The 
scutellation of the tarsus in front is almost obsolete and the 
inside of the tarsus is covered w ith an undivided lamina. 

The sexes are alike or very nearly so. 


Key to Species. 


A. Larger, wing over 100 mm.; head and neck 

dark vinaceous red.. 

B. Smaller, wing under 100 mm. ; hend and 

throat black . 


E. javanicus , p. 461. 
E. ochromalm , p. 463. 


(1328) Eurylaimus javanicus javanicus. 


HOBSFlELh’S BrOADBILL. 

\ 

Eun/laimua javanicm Ilorsf.. Trans. Linn. Soc., xiii, p. 170 (1822) 
Eurylamus javanicus. Blanf. & Oates| iii, p. 4 . 


Vernacular names. Nok-toa-rao (Siam). 

Description. Whole head and neck purplish-red, darkest on 
the crown, black on the lores and almost black on the forehead and 
with a very narrow black line below the eye 5 back and scapulars 
black, boldly marked with yellow' on the outer webs ; rump and 









upper tail-covert > black with broad yellow tips; tail black, all 
but the central feathers with a sub-terminal spot or band of 
fulvous-white; primaries dark brown, all but the second and 
third with a Yellow edge to the base of the outer web and nearly 
all with a white spot on the base of the inner web; secondaries 
black, with a broad patch of yellow on the base of the outer 
webs and a diagonal patch of white at the base of the inner 
webs - lower parts like ihe head hut paler and brighter towards 
the vent and abdomen ; a narrow purple-black band across the 
upper breast, sometimes with a wash of bronze-grey ooth above 
and below the band, sometimes only below it; thighs black; 
axiliar 108 and under wing-coverts yellow. 



Fig. 8(i. — Head of E. j. juvxtiicus. 



Colours of soft, parts. Iris bright blue or dark china-blue; 
bill blue on the basal two-thirds, yellow or green.sh-yellow on 
the terminal third and horny on the extreme edges; legs and 
feet piu‘plish-fleshv or fleshy-brown. 

Measurements. 'Total length about. 230 mm.; wing 107 to 
115 mm.; tail 65 to 70 mm.; tarsus 27 to 28 mm.; cultnen 
23 to 26 mm. long and 24 to 26 mm. broad at the gape. 

Female. Similar to the male but with no breast band. 

Young birds have the bead and nape greenish-brown, with 
faintly paler shafts : back dull brown, with central yellow streaks ; 
the lower surface dull yellowish, with brighter yellow shafts and 
with dusky streaks on the breast and flanks; the w log-coverts 
are brown with yellow central streaks, widest at the tips. 

Distribution. East Central and South Burma from Karenin 
and Tenasserim. South to Malay States, Java and Sumatra; 
South and West Siam. The bird found in Borneo has been 
separated as Eurylaimus j. brookei. 

Nidification. Nests of this bird were taken by Grubanerf in 
1880 near Perak, and Waterstradt look several in East Malacca. 
The nests are like gigantic editions of those of Leptocama asiatica. 
.Shaped like huge pears with an ample porch over the entrance at 
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the side, they measure anything from two and a half to throe 
and a half feet. They are made of twigs, roots, leaves, grass, 
moss etc. very strongly and compactly put together and lined with 
leaves. Over the whole nest are placed all kinds of decorations 
such as lichen, green moss, caterpillar excretae etc. fastened on 
with cobwebs, tendrils and plant stems, which also hang in a 
long tail below the nest. They are fixed to boughs of trees, often 
on the banks of streams, and are very conspicuous objects. Only 
two or three eggs have been taken but it is possible they may lay- 
more than this number. The ground-colour is white or creamy- 
white and they are speckled and spotted with deep purple, dark 
reddish-brown or, in one pair, pale reddish-lavender. Ten 
eggs average 27*0 x 18*8 mm.; maxima 28-0x19*7 and 27*9 x 
20-0 mm.: minima 26*1 x 17*1 mm. They lav from March to 
May. * * ‘ 

Habits. This Broadbill frequents both forest and well-wooded 
open country according to Davison, even entering shady gardens. 
Its note be says u consists of a few single notes uttered at short 
intervals and ending with a rolling metallic chirr.” Unlike some 
of the Broadbills which are very crepuscular this bird moves 
about all day, seldom climbing or hopping about the branches but 
seizing insects on the wing and making short flights from one 
perch to another. Its diet consists of coleoptera, caterpillars, 
larvae etc., but never fruit. Davison found a small lizard about- 
four inches long had been swallowed by one. It is a bird of the 
plains’and lower hills. 

(1329) Eurylaimus ochromalus. 

The Blacic-and-Yellow Broadbill. 

Eurylaimus ochromalus Rallies, Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p, 297 (1822) 
(Sumatra). 

Eurylccmus ocliromelas . Blanf. & Oates, iii, p. 5. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Whole head black, except a few white feathers 
behind the eye; a white collar round the neck, narrow at the 
back, wide on the lower throat and neck ; upper plumage black, 
the outer webs and tips of the scapulars yellow and the centre of 
the back, rump and upper tail-coverts boldly marked with bright 
yellow; tail black, with a yellowish-white sub-terminal spot on 
the inner web, increasing to a band on the outermost; wihg- 
coverts black; quills black, the primaries with a white patch at 
the base of all but the outermost on the inner web and the outer 
web of the outermost on the basal edge; a broad black band 
across the upper breast; breast and upper abdomen pale claret- 
pink, changing to bright yellow on the posterior flanks, vent and 
under tail-coverts; axillaries and under wing-coverts yellow and 
.black ; edge of wing yellow ; thighs black. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris letnon-yellow to golden yellow ; 
upper mandible smalt-blue to almost black at the base, bright 
green on the terminal third, sometimes running in streaks into 
the basal colour: lower mandible smalt-blue; legs and feet 
fleshy-pink to horny-brown. 

Measurements. Total length about 170 mm.; wing 73 to 
32 mm.; tail 44 to 50 ram.: tarsus 22 to 24 mm.; culmen 
16 to 18 mm. long and 15 to 16 mm. broad at the gape. 

Female. Similar to the male but with a less perfect black 
gorget. 

Young tods have the forehead and a line to the eye yellow 
there is no black gorget ; the chin and throat are yellowish-white 
and the under plumage pale and dull with indications of dark 
streaks all over the breast and flanks. 

Distribution. Peninsular Burma and Siam, South to Malay 
States, Sumatra and Borneo. 

Nidification. A nest and eggs taken by Mackenzie appear to 
be exactly like those of E. j. javanicus. The two eggs measure 
23*5 x 17*0 and 23*5 x 16*5 mm. 

Habits. According to Davison this Broadbill is very similar to 
other Broadbills in its habits and like them is chiefly insecti¬ 
vorous in its diet and often catches its prey on the wing. The 
ribte is said to be similar to that of E. j. javanicus but shriller. 



Genus CORYDON. 

Corydon Lesson, Man. d'Orn., p. 177 (1828). 

Type, Cory do a sumatranus Baffles. 

The genus Corydon* is distinguished by its very broad and 
comparatively deep bill, well hooked at the tip; the upper 
mandible is overhanging and more convex near the gape than in 
Earylaimus ; there are no rictal bristles, but there are plumules 
situated in a nude area between the eye and the bill ; the tarsus 
is scutellated in front; sexes alike. 

(1330) Corydon sumatranus sumatranus. 

The Dusky Broadbill. 

Coracias sumatranus Baffles, Trans. Linn. Soc., xiii, p. 308 (1822) 
(Sumatra). 

Corydon sumatranus. Blftnf. & Oates, iii, p. 6. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. A concealed patch on the lower back white, 
suffused with yellow to crimson, caused by the. bases of the 
feathers of this part showing through; a broad band of white 
across the bases of the primaries, a bar of white across the ends 
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°f the tail-feathers, decreasing inwardly and the two central pairs 
without any white ? throat and upper breast dirty brownish- 
w in "0, f © bases more white, the tips darker; remainder of 
plumage black, the lower plumage tinged with brown. 

i ® 0 ^ ur ®.soft parts. Iris dark brown: orbital skin and gape 
dark fleshy-pink; upper mandible pale to dark, rather reddish, 
horny-brown; lower mandible pale yellowish-fleshy, darker neat 
the tip; legs and feet black. 



Fig, HR .—Head of C. s. simatranus , 
from above. 


Measurements. Total length about 270 mm.' ; win* 129 to 
las mm.; tail 88 to 94 mm.; tarsus 25 to 26 min.; culmen 26 
to 28 mm. long and 27 to 28 mm. wide at the gape. ’ 

Young birds are much browner, duller black than adults. 
Distribution. Tenasserim, South to Sumatra; Siam, Annam 
and Cochin China. Birds from Borneo have been separated as 
Corydon s. brunnesccns and have much browner, less black 
plumage. 

Nidification. The Dusky Broadbill breeds in the Malay Penin¬ 
sula from January to April, during which months nests were 
taken by Kellow, whilst Hopwood obtained one nest with young 
m March and other nests with eggs on Nwalabo in Tenasserim 
during June. The nests are huge pendant structures of grass 
twigs, leaves, moss, roots, plant-stems and various other vege¬ 
table odds and ends, lined with green leaves. In shape they 
are gigantic pears with long drawn-out necks where attached to 
the supporting branch and with a large porch over the entrance. 
Below hang all sorts of rubbish fastened on to the nest with 
cobwebs, this tail often banging a couple of feet below the bottom 
of the true nest. One nest taken by llopwood measured no less 
than seven feet from top to bottom. The nests are nearly 
always built in dense forest and very often on trees overhand.'” 
rot. m. 2ft 
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streams or pools. The eggs number two to four, with a ground¬ 
colour varying from pale dull cream to pale reddish-stone. The 
markings consist of reddish-brown small blotches and freckles, 
very numerous over the whole surface and almost obliterating the 
ground. In a few eggs they are less numerous and in one pair 
taken by Hop wood the blotches are rather larger, more scanty 
and show a few underlying marks of pale lavender. Twenty 
eggs average 29*4 x 22*1 mm. : maxima 34*9 X 24*0 mm.; minima 
27*2 X 22*0 and 29'8 x 20*0 mm. 

Habits. This large Broadbill is found in the plains and up to 
about 5,000 feet in the hills of Tenasserim. They frequent both 
thin and dense forest and seem to be very sluggish birds during 
the daytime, feeding and moving about principally in the 
mornings and evenings. Davison says that so stupid and 
lethargic are they that a party will allow nearly every member to 
be shot before they will trouble to move away. Kellow, however, 
informs me that they are much more alert after the parties break 
up into pairs and breeding commences. The call is said to be an 
often repeated, mellow note, in addition to which they utter a 
clear whistle as they fly from tree to tree. 

Genus CYMBIRHYNCHUS. 

Cymbirhynchus Vigors, Mem. Raffles, p. 654 (1830). 

Type, Cymbirhynchus nasutus Lath. = C. macrorhynchus Gmel. 

The genus Cymbirhyuchus is separable from all the other 
EurylaimiclcB by the nostrils, which lie in a longitudinal depression 
in the centre of the upper mandible ; in other respects the bill is 
much like that of Eurylaimus , a little narrower and a little higher, 
whilst the edge of the upper mandible is straight, not over¬ 
hanging; rictal bristles long; tarsi indistinctly scutellated in 
front; sexes alike. 


Key to Species* 

A. Wing over 95 mm.; inner secondaries 

with no red spot near the tip . C. macrorhynchus , p. 466, 

B. Winsr under 95 ram.; inner secondaries 

with a red spot near the tip. C. affinis f p. 468. 


(1331) Cymbirhynchus macrorhynchus macrorhynchus. 

The Black-and-Bed Broadbill. 

Todus macrorhynchus Gmel., Syst. Nat., i, p. 446 (1788) (Borneo). 
Cymborhynchus macrorhynchm. Blanf. & Oates, iii, p. 7 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Crown, lores, face, chin, a broad pectoral band, 
backhand greater part of wings and tail black; ear-coverts, throat 
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and lower plumage from the pectoral band to the under tail- 
coverts crimson; scapulars lengthened and nearly all white; 
edge of the shoulder of the wing orange ; a patch of white on the 
inner webs of the inner primaries nearly always concealed ; thighs 
black ; under wing-coverts and axil aries mottled black and cream- 
colour, outer rectriccs with a white spot near the tip of the inner 
web, always absent on the two central pairs and generally on the 
second and third pairs. In some Bornean specimens the whole 
of the tail is black ; in some the outermost feathers have white 
spots and in a few the fourth pair are also marked with white. 
If this character is considered sufficient to separae the Bornean 
birds, our race would t en bear the name malaccensis of SaUadori. 
I find, however, such great variation in the amount of white even 
in birds as far North as Tenasserim that I feel it is unsafe to 
divide them. 

Colours of soft parts. <k Irides emerald-green, shot with gold; 
upper mandible and a line hordering the edge of the lower 
mandible brilliant blue, remainder of the latter yellowbh, edges 
of both transparent white ; legs and feet ultramarine-blue ; claws 
horny ” (Bingham) ; “ inside of mouth bright blue ” (Davison). 

Measurements. Total length about 245 mm.; wing 96 to 
103 mm.; tail 74 to 87 mm.; tarsus 24 to 26 mm.; culmen 22 
to 24 mm. long and 19 to 20 mm. wide at the gape. 

Young birds have the black replaced by dark brown ; the 
crimson of the rump is edged with black and nearly all the wing- 
coverts have small white spots at the tips; the ear-coverts and 
throat are brown and the black pectoral b «nd obsolete. 

In a few adult individuals the ruby-crimson of the throat is 
bordered by a very fine line of white next the black; individual 
variation in the colour of the lower parts is great, the crimson 
often being splashed with orange. 

Distribution. Tenasserim, down the Malay Peninsula to Sum¬ 
atra and Borneo; Siam, Ann am and Cambodia. 

Nidification. lhe Black-and-Bed Broadbill breeds from early 
March to June and Moulton took one nest as late as July in 
Borneo. The nests are quite typical of the Broadbill*; very 
large round or pear-shaped hanging structures built of twigs, 
stems of p ants, moss, leaves and all kinds of vegetable rubbish* 
very carelessly put together and decorated with lichen, cocoons, 
spiders’ egg-bags etc. all loosely fastened on with cobwebs The 
lining is fairly compact, inside of grass with a top layer of green 
leaves. The nest may be built at any height from 34 to 40 feet 
from the ground and is suspended from au outer branch of a bhsh 
or tree, nearly always over water. A favourite place for building 
is a mangrove swamp. The number of eggs laid is two or three 
and the colouring varies considerably. One type—the most 
common—has the ground-colour a pale dull salmon, freckled 
all over with dull pale reddish-brown, in a few eggs the freckles 
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being larger and becoming small ill-defined blotches. A second 
i}vpe has the ground-colour white or nearly so, whilst the marks- 
are of claret or purplish-red. A third type has the ground 
white, the marks less numerous and almost purple-black in 
colour. Twenty-four eggs average 26*8x18*8 mm.: maxima 
29*3 X 18*8 and 25*7 x20’7 mm.; minima 25*0x20*0 and 25*6 x 
18*2 mm. 

Habits. This is the most familiar of all the Broadbills, for 
though it sometimes frequents both light aud heavy forest it is 
constantly to be met with in gardens both in and round about 
villages and even towns, such as Mergui, where it is very common. 
It is perhaps a rather more active, alert bird than most Broad¬ 
bills but in other respects differs little from them. It is a bird 
of the plains, not frequenting hills of any height and being 
most common on the small islands and the coast. 

(1332) Cymbirhynclius affinis. 

The Aiiakax Black-and-Red Bkoaduill. 

Cymbirhynchns affinis Blytli. J. A. S. B., xv, p. 312 (1846) (Arra- 
kan). 

Cyynborhynphus affinis. Blanf. & Oates, iii, p. 8. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description. Very similar to C . m. macrorhynchus but distin¬ 
guished by having the inner secondaries with long crimson spots ; 
these are on the inner web of the innermost secondary and the 
outer web of the next two ; the white wing-spot is more con¬ 
spicuous and extends to both webs ; the white bars to the tail- 
feathers are much broader and wider and extend to all but^the 
central pair of feathers ; the crimson feathers of the rump are 
generally very narrowly edged with black. 

Colours of soft parts. Apparently the same as in the Malay 
Black-and-Red Broadbill. 

Measurements. Total length about 210 to 220 mm. ; wing 88 
to 93mm.; tail 67 to 71 mm.; tarsus about 23 mm.; culmen 
19 to 20 mm. long and 18 to 19 mm. wide at the gape. 

Distribution. Arakan from about lat. 19° southwards toJCape 
Negrais, also the Irrawaddy Delta as far East as Rangoon. 

Nidification unknown. 

Habits. Very little recorded but so far as is known very much 
the same as those of the preceding bird. It is found principally 
in the plains but apparently also in the lower hills. 
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Genus SERILOPHUS. 

Seril&phus Switinson, Class. B.. ii, p. '262 (1837). 

Type, Serilophus lunatics Gould. 

In tins genus the bill is comparatively small and has the aides 
-ol the upper mandible straight and not overhanging; the tail is 
much graduated; the wing is round and the secondaries and 
inner primaries are truncated and emarginated at the ends of the 
shafts ; rictal bristles present ; plumage very lax and soft; 
the sexes are practically alike. 



i 


Key to Species. 

A. Primaries sharply pointed ; back and crown 

paler and rufescent . 

B. Primaries normal; back and crown darker 

and with practically no rufous . 


•S', lunatus , p. 469. 

S. rubropygiics , p. 470. 


) 


(1333) Serilophus lunatus lunatus. 

Gould’s Broadbill. 

Eurylaimus lunatus Gould, P. Z. S., 1833, p. 133 (Rangoon). 

Serilophus lunatus . Blanf. & Oates, iii, p. 9. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. Porehead pale ashy-grey changing to 
ashy-rufous on the crown and nape; a broad black supercilium 
reaching to the nape; back and scapulars darker ashy-brown, 
changing gradually into chestnut on the rump and upper tail- 
coverts ; tail black, the outer three or four pairs of feathers with 
broad white tips; wing-coverts black; primaries black, a broad 
speculum of bhiH on the base of all but the first primary and a 
broad patch of white at the base of the inner webs of all; third 
and fourth primaries bluish-grey on the end of the inner web and 
with broad white tips, primaries on either side showing traces of 
the white; inner truncated primaries and outer secondaries with 
broad pale chestnut tips to the inner webs and narrow tips of 
bright blue; innermost secondaries all pale chestnut; lores and 
sides of head pale dull chestnut; lower plumage grey, almost 
white on the throat and abdomen aud pure white on the under 
tail-coverts; thighs black; nxillaries and under wing-eoverts 
mixed black and grey. 

Colours of soft parts. “ Iris dark brown : bill light blue, paler 
on the culinen, gape and base of both mandibles orange; eyelids 
greenish-yellow; legs greenish-orange ; claws light blue” (Oats*). 

Measurements. Total length about 175 mm.; wing 88 to 
101 mm.; tail 61 to 65 mm.; tarsus 20 to 21 mm.; culinen 14 
to 15 mm. long and 13 to 14 mm, wide at the*gape. 
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Female. Differs from the male in having a gorget of silvery- 
white feathers across the upper breast and sides of the neck. 

Distribution. Evergreen forests of Pegu and karenni to South 
Tenasserim; South Shan States and Siam. Hop wood also obtained 
this species at Heinsein in the South Chin Hills. La Touches 
S. 1. elisabethce from Yunnan is very close to the typical form but, 
perhaps, darker as is the case with most Yunnan birds. Many 
forms of this species extend to Hainan and down the Malay 
Peninsula. 

Rubropyyius and lunatus have generally been considered to^be 
races ot the same species but the totally different structure of the 
outer primaries renders it imperative that they should be treated 
as full species. Moreover, though the general superficial 
appearance is much the same there are many minor differences in 
colour which are quite constant and which are not bridged over 
by intermediate conditions. 

Nidification. At Heinsein Hopwood found this bird breeding 
in May and he and Mackenzie found many nests in Tenasserim 
from March to May ; Oates, Bingham and Darling also found 
nests in these months but Davison had eggs brought to him as* 
late as the 11th July. The nests are similar to those made by 
other Broadbills but smaller and neater. The nests are made ol 
grass, twigs and plant-stems, lined with bamboo-leaves and grass 
with a layer of green leaves over them. In size they vary from 
10x4 inches ( Darling ) to others measuring as much as 15x8 
inches or, if the tail and neck are included, as long as two feet 
or more. They are often built on quite low bushes but more 
generally on small trees up lo 25 feet or so from the ground and,, 
like all Broadbills, they seem to prefer building over water. The- 
eggs number four or five and are white, very faintly tinged with 
cream, sparsely speckled at the larger end with tiny spots ot 
reddish-purple; at the smaller end the specks are even less 
numerous. Thirty eggs average 23*7 X 1 / *2 mm. : maxima 25 0 X 
17 0 and 23-7x17-8 mm. ; minima 22-25 X 17-25 (. Mackenzie ) and 
22-6 x 16*3 mm. .. 

Habits. Gould's Broadbill is resident wherever found and 
its habits do not differ from those of the next and, perhaps, better 
known bird. Davison considered it to be one of the most stupid 
birds he knew and said that a flock once found, the members 
could be shot one by one without the rest taking to flight. 

(1884) Serilophus rubropygius. 

Hodgson's Bjioadbill. 

Hay a rubropygia Hodgs., J. A. S. B., viii, p. 36 (1839) (Nepal). 

Sevilophus rubripyyius. Blanf. & Oates, iii, p. 9. 

Vernacular names . Rai-suya (Nepal); Rab-lcyul (Lepcha) ; 

Dao-lntvr/ari (Cachari). 
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Description. Differs from the preceding bird in having the 
U ?P ar s a1 ^- ashy-grey, the head and nape with no tinge 
o in ous, ie^ back but very little; the chestnut is much 
eeper, primaries black tipped with white; inner primaries and 
secom anes tipped blue and subtipped white on the outer web 
and tipped with chestnut on the inner web; the innermost 
secondaries all of this colour; below pure ashy-grey and the 
same on the lores and sides of the head; auxiliaries and under 
wing-coverts grey and thighs black. 



Fig. 88.—Ili'nd of S. ruhr 


opygiiis , 9 . 


; 


Colours of soft parts. Iris hazel to deep crimson, powdered 
with gold; base of upper and lower mandible orange-yellow, 
remainder smalt-blue; legs and feet dull pale green to plumbeous- 
green. r 

Measurements. About the same as in S. lunatus ; wing 83 to 
e” mm.; tail 63 to 70 mm. 

Female. Like the male but with a demi-gorget of white-tipped 
feathers on either side of the neck. 

iT'S i ov llbUti0 ^;, Ne l ,al ’ Sikkim t0 East Assam ; Cachar, Sylhet, 
Hill lippera, Chittagong Hill Tracts, Lushai Hills and Manipur. 

Nidification. Grammie first took the nest of this bird in May 
in Sikkim. Irani 1.887 onwards I must have seen hundreds in 
various parts of Assam, whilst Coltart, Primrose and others have 
also taken them. They breed from the end of April to the 
middle of July but I do not think they ever have two broods. 

, ,,est ls , tlie usual hanging structure, shaped like a pear with 
a long neck and with a tail of rubbish hanging below it. It 
is neater and more compactly built than most nests of Broadbills 
but even so is often of considerable bulk and weight. Some lire 
as much as U feet 6 inches from top to bottom and over a foot in 
diameter, but the majority are about 15 inches by about 8 inches 
whilst a few are even smaller. The outside is rough and badly 
finished off but the inside is very compact and solid, nearly 
always with a lining of green leaves. Most nests are built over 
water, though in many cases this is but a trickle along a tiny 
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ravine or a pool one can step across. Tbe eggs number four to 
«even A few are pure spotless white and a few are a warm 
pink spotted sparsely with claret, but the majority are not 
distinguishable from those of Gould s Broadbill though on an 
average the pink tinge is more noticeable and the spots are larger 
and bolder. Eighty eggs average 23-6x17-3 mm.; maxima 
25-0x17 0 and 23-3x18-1 mm.; minima 22 3 X16-2 mm. 

Habits. This Broadbill is resident from the plains next the 
hills up to about 5,000 feet but is most common between 1,000 
and 3,000 feet. It frequents forest of every kind ; dense or thin, 
evergreen or mixed. It is also found in bamboo-jungle, scrub 
and light tree-jungle but it seems to prefer mixed bamboo and 
tree forest, especially such as grow on the banks of rivers. It is a 
very crepuscular bird, feeding principally in the early mornings 
and evenings and at such times is fairly alert and wide-awake 
though during the day it is extraordinarily stupid and lethargic. 
I have never been able, even had I wished, to shoot every member 
of a flock but I have more than once shot a pair before the others 
took to flight. When feeding they move about fairly freely on 
the branches of trees and will also capture insects on the wing, 
though their flight is rather heavy and awkward except for sudden 
short efforts. They feed on any kind of insect food and much 
on larvae and grubs which they extract from the bark ol trees. 
Their notes consist of a soft, rather musical whistle and a low 
chir-r-r , littered both when sitting and flying. 

Genus PSARIS0MUS. 

Psarisomus Swainson, Class. JBirds, ii, )>. 201 (1837). 

Type, Pscirisomus dalhousice Jameson. 

In this genus the bill is similar to that of Eurylaimus but 
smaller, whilst the edge of the upper mandible is straight, not 
overhanging; there are no rictal bristles but the loral feathers 
are directed forward; the tail is longer than the wing and lery 
strongly graduated, the outermost feathers being about one- 
third the length of the middle; the wing is round, the third or 
fourth quill longest; scutellations of the tarsus indistinct on the 
outer front, obsolete on the inside; the sexes are alike. 


(1335) Psarisomus dalhousiae. 

The Long-tailed Broadbill. 

Eurylaimus dalhousice Jameson, Edin. N. Ph. J., xviii, p. 389 
(1835) (North India). 

Psarisomus dalhousice. Blanf. & Oates, iii, p. 11. 

Vernacular names. Itai-i (Nepal.); Dang-mo-mith y Dang-mit- 
pho (Lepcha); Dao-hamjari rajah (Cachari). 

Description. A narrow frontal line, lores and anterior ear- 
coverts greenish-yellow; a patch on the crown bright blue; a 
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smaller, elongate spot on either side of the hinder crown bright 
yellow, often suffused in part with bright blue or green and some¬ 
times paler at the base; remainder of crown and nape, posterior 
ear-coverts and sides of neck black; chin and throat bright 
yellow produced as a collar behind the black but interrupted in 
the middle by a patch of bright blue ; upper plumage, lesser and 
median wing- coverts and innermost secondaries bright grass- 
green ; greater coverts black, edged with grass-green ; primaries 
black, the basal half of the outer webs brilliant ultramarine, 
shading into blue-green aud then green towards the tips; 
secondaries black with green outer edges ; central tail-feathers 



Fig. 89.- -Mead of P. dalhousice. 


bright blue, gradually getting more green towards the outermost 
feathers which are blackish on the inner webs; under surface 
of tail and wing black, the latter showing a white patch on base 
of the inner webs of the primaries, quite concealed from above ; 
thighs blackish; remainder of lower plumage bright pale grass- 
green, in most individuals more or less washed with blue. 

Colours of soft parts. Iris brown or red-brown ; bill apple- 
green, the edges of the commissure paler and yellowish and a 
broad dark streak down the centre; legs and feet dull light green, 
or plumbeous-green. 

Measurements. Total length 250 to 270 mm.; wing 95 to 
107 mm.; tail 95 to 136 mm.; tarsus 27 to 28 mm.; culmen 17 
to 18 mm. long and 1§ to 17 mm. wide at the gape. 

Northern birds are larger than Southern but there is much 
overlapping and 1 can iind no other characters by which we can 
separate this wide-spread species into geographical races. Wing 
measurements in detail are as follows 

Sikkim. Assam and Shan States .... 100 to 107 mm. 

Annam . 100 lo 101 mm. 

Malay States. 95 to 104 mm. 

Borneo and Sumatra. 95 to 100 mm.. 

Young birds are like the adult but have no blue on the head 
and the chin an 1 throat are greenish-yellow. 






The colours of the soft parts are different: the iris is pale glaucous- 
blue and the orbital skin livid yellow; the bill is pale to dark 
pinkish-horny ; the legs and feet livid flesh-colour, merely tinged 
with brown. 

Distribution. Himalayas from Human aud Mussoorie on the 
West to Eastern Assam ; Manipur, Lushai Hills, Tippera and 
Chittagong Hill Tracts ; throughout the hills of Burma South 
to the Malay States; Shan States, Siam and Annam; Borneo and 
Sumatra. 

Hidification. This beautiful Broadbill breeds freely between 
2,000 and 4,000 feet and less frequently up to 6,000 feet and 
down to the foot-hills and adjoining plains. The earliest date I 
have taken eggs was the 3rd of April and the latest the 24th of 
August, undoubtedly a second brood. May and June are the 
principal breeding months. The nest is quite typical of the 
family and larger than any except that of the Dusky Broadbill. 
It is the usual immense pear-shaped structure, even more untidy 
than most and with a very long tail, whilst in size it may be any¬ 
thing between 3 feet and feet long. The lining is occasionally of 
green leaves but generally of dead leaves, grass and fibres only- 
All the nests I have seen have been in evergreen-forests, though in 
some cases these were comparatively narrow strips on the banks 
of streams and occasionally mixed with bamboo. In nine cases 
out of ten they are built so as to overhang water. One nest is 
recorded as having been attached to telegraph-wires. Tl.e eggs 
number from four to eight, five and six being the usual full 
clutch ; in colour they vary very greatly and, curiously, they go 
through exactly the same types of coloration as do those of the 
Common Black Drongo. Some are pure white; others white 
boldly and handsomely blotched with light reddish-brown or deep 
reddish-brown; others again vary from the palest cream or pink 
to warm salmon-pink with the same variation in the blotches. 
Most eggs have underlying marks of reddish neutral tint or 
lavender but they are nor very distinct or very numerous. Two 
hundred eggs average 27*4x19*4 mm.: maxima 296 X 19*5 and 
29*2 x 20*5 mm. ; minima 25*0 X 18*8 and 27*0 X 17*0 mm. 

Habits. The Long-tailed Broadbill is resident from the foot¬ 
hills up to about 6,000 feet and in the Winter wanders into the 
plains. It is a bird of evergreen-forests and its favourite haunts 
seem to be deep shady ravines in dense forest without much 
undergrowth. Like most Broadbills its active hours are in the 
mornings and evenings; at these times it is fairly alert but it ia 
very confiding and fearless and does not resent being watched at 
close quarters. It is, like all the family, mainly insectivorous but 
it will eat any small living thing and one I shot had eaten two 
small green tree-frogs. It eats many larvae and pupae which it 
gets out of the bark of trees, to which it may often be seen 
clinging for this purpose. A noticeable habit of this Broadbill 
is to alight at the extreme end of a hanging creeper or pendent 


0 AL Y PTO MENA. 


475- 


bough and thence climb cautiously up it, searching the leaves 
for insects as it climbs. Its actions when thus engaged are- 
very parrot-like and the broad soft soles of its feet give it a very 
tenacious grasp of comparatively small twigs or plant-stems. It 
flies well but not very quickly and often catches insects in flight. 
It has a soft chirring note when feeding, a not unmusical, but 
rather shrill, whistling call and several harsh tin-kettley notes 
when annoyed or disturbed. 


Genus CALYPTOMENA. 

Calyptomena Raffles, Trans. Linn. Soc. xiii, p. 295 (1822). 

Type, Calyptomena viridis Raffles. 

In this genus the bill is smaller than in any other species of 
the Eury2aimi& 9 the culmen is rather high;' the nostrils are 
situated at the base of the bill and these and the greater part of 
the bill itself are concealed by the feathers of the lores which 
are lengthened and directed forwards ; there are no rictal 
bristles; the tail is short and almost square; the tarsi are 
distinctly scutellated in front ; the sexes are not alike. 



Fig. 90. — Head of C. viridis. 


(1336) Calyptomena viridis. 

The Green Broadeill. 

Calyptomena viridis Raffles, Trans. Lima. Soc., xiii, p. 295 (1822) 
(Sumatra); Blqnf. & Oates, iii, p. 12. 

Vernacular names. None recorded. 

Description.—Male. A small yellow spot above and in front 
of the eye ; forehead, completely concealed by the bristly ioral 
feathers, a large spot behind the ear-coverts and three broad bands 
across the wing velvety-black ; inner webs of all wing-quills and 
terminal portions of outer webs of primaries black ; remainder of 
plumage grass-green, darkest on the crown, back, scapujnrs and 
innermost' secondaries; the sides of the head, rump and upper 
tail-coverts are very bright and paler green; the abdomen, vent 
and under tail-coverts are sometimes faintly washed with blue. 
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Colours of soft parts. Iris brown; upper mandible pale to dark 
horny-brown or quite black in old males, the tip and the lower 
mandible light reddish-horny or brownish-orange ; legs pale dirty 
or horny green, sometimes tinged with bluish, sometimes with 

purplish-grey. 

Measurements. Total length about 190 mm.; wing 93 to 
104 mm.; tail 38 to 40 mny; tarsus 20 to 21 mm.; culmen 
10 to 11 mm. long and 14 to 15 mm. wide at the gape. 

Female. Paler everywhere than the male, especially below, a 
ring round the eye shows up bright grass-green, but the rump, 
upper tail-coverts and sides of the head are not conspicuously 
brighter than the surrounding parts; there are no black markings 
and the loral feathers are not so long as in the male. 

Distribution. Southern Burma and Siam, through the Malay 
States to Sumatra and Borneo. 

Nidification. The Green Broadbill breeds in Tenasserim in 
April and in July in Borneo, in which month Moulton took 
two eggs very hard-set. The nest is like that of the other 
Broadbills but has generally more grass used in its construction. 
Tt is also more solid and better put together with fewer decor¬ 
ations and, as a rule, very little tail. It is built on a hanging bough 
over water but seems always to be placed half-way down the 
branch and not at the tip. The lining is of soft grass and leaves, 
rarely of green leaves. Like all Broadbills this species seems 
to prefer to have its nest overhanging water, if possible over 
quickly running streams. The eggs number two or three and are 
a uniform pale yellow-cream with no markings of any kind. 
Thev vary between 27*2x19*5 and 30*0 x 21*3 mm. in size and 
fourteen eggs average 28*9 x 20*3 mm. 

Habits. Davison and Hopwood both obtained this beautiful 
Broadbill in Tenasserim either in dense evergreen or in rather 
thin forest, but generally the former. The birds are most active 
in the mornings and evenings, at which times they may be seen 
hopping about from one branch to another and feeding almost 
entirely on fruit, berries and figs. They keep much to the 
tops of the higher trees, sometimes singly or in pairs, at other 
times collecting in small flocks. Their note is said to be a 
soft, pleasant whistle. 
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[Synonyms in italics.] 


abbvtli (Pitta), 457. 

Acantbis, 154 
Acanthis , 154. 

Acmonorliynchus, 433. 
Acmonorhynchus , 433. 

Acridotheres, 52. 

Acridothcrcs , 52, 
acuticauda (Munia), 84. 
acuticauda ( Uroloncha), 84. 
acuticauda subsquamicollis (l T ro- 
loncba), 86. 

acutirostris (Calandrella), 327. 
acutirostris (Calandrella), 327. 
acutirostris acutirostris (Calandrella. 

aC 3^8 UStP * 8 (Calandrella), 


adamsi ( Alauda ), 331. 
adamsi ( Alaudula ), 331. 

(Montifringilla), 187. 
/Ethiopsnr, 56. 

AEthiopsar, 56. 

AEthopyga, 374. 

AEthopyga, 374. 
afllnis (Arachnotliera), 417. 
(Calornis), 24. 

( Cinjiyris), 417. 
aflinis (Cvmbirbyncbus), 468. 
ajjinis (Cymbirbynchus), 468. 

( Vymborhynchus), 468. 

affinis (A lira fra), 330. 
affinis (.Pycnorkamphus ), 103. 

( Pyrrhuiauda ), 355. 
atlinis niodesta (Arachnothera), 418. 
Agropsar, 43, 

Agropsar , 43. 

Aleemon, 304. 

Ataman, 304. 

Alauda, 314. 

Alauda , 314. 

Alaudidse, 302. 


alaudipes (Alaemon), 304. 
alaudipes (Upupa), 304. 
alaudipes doriae (Alaemon). 304. 
Alaudula, 329. 

Alaudula , 329. 
alba (Motacilla), 255. 

(, Motacilla ), 256, 257. 
alba alba (Motacilla), 256. 
alba baicalensis (Motacilla), 260. 
alba duldiunensis (Motacilla), 257. 
alba ocularis (Motacilla), 26L 
alba persica (Motacilla), 25 s. 
alba personata (Motacilla), 259. 
albigida ( Otocoris ), 307. 
albocinctus (Acridothcrcs ), 60. 
albocinctus (jEtbiopsar), 60. 
albocinctus ( JEthiopsar), 60. 
alboides (Motacilla), 262. 
alpcstns (Alauda), 308. 
alpestris (Otocoris), 30S. 
alpestris elwesi (Otocoris), 310. 
alpestris longirostris (Otocoris), 309. 
alpicola (Passer), 186. 
altaica (Fringilla ), 192. 
altera ( Pyfrh ula ), 112. 

Amandava, 95. 

Amandava t 95. 
amandava (Amandava), 96. 
amandava (Fringilla), 96. 
amandava (Sporagintkw), 96. 
ambiguus (Scrinus), 161. 
Ammomanes. 349. 

Ammoman es. 34 9. 

Ampoliceps, 44. 

Ampcliccps, 44. 
andamancnsis (Eulabes), 20. 
andamanenm (Oriolus), 10 . 
andamancnsis (,Sturnia ), 41. 
andamancnsis ( Temcnnchns), 41. 
andamnnica (Arachnechthra ), 404. 
andersoni (j®thopyga), 378. 
Anisomyodi, 441. 
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Anthocincla, 442. 

Anthocincla, 442. 

Antbreptes, 408. 

Anthreptes , 408. 

An thus, 277. 

Anthus, 277. 

Arachnothera, 413. 

Arachnothera, 413. 

Arachnotlierinae, 413. 
arcuata (.Emberiza), 199. 
arvensis (Alauda), 31b. 
arvensis (Alauda), 315, 310, 317. 
arvensis dulcivox (Alauda), 315. 
arvensis herberii (Alauda), 322, 
arvensis inopinata (Alauda), 316. 
arvensis japonica (Alauda), 317. 
assamica (Mirafra), 336, 337. 
assamica affinis (llirafra), 339. 
assamica marionae (Mirafra), 338. 
assamica assamica (Mirafra), 337. 
assamica microptera (Mirafra), 340. 
asiatica (.Arachncchthra ), 390, 398, 
399. 

■asiatica (Certhia ), 396. 
asiatica (Leptocorna), 396. 
asiatica asiatica (Leptocorna), 396. 
asiatica brevirostris (Leptocorna), 

399. 

asiatica intermedia (Leptocorna), 398. 
atricapilla (Loxia), 80. 
atricapilla (Munia), 80. 
atricapilla (Munia), 80, 81. 
atricapilla atricapilla (Munia), 80. 
atricapilla rubronigra (Munia), 81, 
aurata (Arachuothera ), 416. 
aurantiaca (Pyrrbula), 109. 
aurantiaca (Pyrrhula), 109. 
aureiventer (Zosterops), 365. 
aureiventris (Zosterops), 364. 
aureiventris (Zosterops), 365. 
aureiventris aureiventris (Zosterops), 
365. 

aureiventris mesoxantha (Zosterops), 
365. 

aureola (Emberiza), 210. 
aureola (Emberiza), 210. 
australis (Alauda), 320. 


baicalensis (Motacilla ), 260. 
bay a (Ploceus), 67. 
bengalcnsis (Ploceus), 72. 
benghalensis (Loxia), 72. 
benghalensis (Ploceus), 72. 
heema ( Motacilla), 267. 
bimaculata (Alauda), 312. 
himaculaia (Melanocorypha). 312. 
bimaculata bimaculata (Melano- 
corypba), 312. 

MaJcistoni (Anthus), 298. 
blanfordi (Montifringilla), 190. 


blanfordi (Mon tifringilla), 190. 
blyihi (Propasser), 124. 
blythii (Pastor), 40. 
blythii (Slnrnia), 40. 

Bombvcilln, 233. 

Bombycilla , 223. 

Bombycillid®, 223. 
borealis (Motacilla), 269. 
brachydactyla (Alauda), 324. 
brachydactyla (Calandrella), 323. 
brachydactyla (Calandrella), 324. 
brachydactyla brachydactyla (Calan¬ 
drella), 324. 

brachydactyla dukbunensis (Calan¬ 
drella), 326. 

brachydactyla longipennis (Calan¬ 
drella), 325. 
brachyura (Pitta), 453. 
brachyura (Pitta), 453 
brachyurus (Corvus), 453. 
brasiliana (Certhia), 400. 
brasiliana (Leptocorna), 400. 
brandti ( Pringillauda), 193. 
brandti (Fringillauda), 193, 194. 
brandti ( Leucosticte) 193. 
brandti brandti (bringillauda), 193. 
brandti hamuitopygia (Fringillauda), 

194. 

brevirostris (Acanthis), 156. 
brevirostris (Linota ), 156. 
brevirostris (Nectarinia), 399. 
buclmnani (Emberiza), 208. 
burmanica (Graculipica ), 50. 
burmanica (Gracupica), 50. 
burmanica Sturnia), 50. 
burtoni (Callacanthus), 152. 
burtoni ( Callacanthus ), 152. 
burtoni (Carduelis), 152. 


ccerulea (Myiolhera), 447. 
carulea (Pitta), 447. 
crerulea cterulea (Pitta), 447. 
calandra (Emberiza) ,218. 
calandra calandra (Emberiza), 218. 
Calandrella, 323. 

Calandrella, 323. 
calcaratus (Budytes), 274. 
Callacanthus, 152. 

Callacanthus , 152. 

Calyptomena, 475. 

Calyptomena , 475. 
campestris (Anthus), 292. 
campestris (Anthus), 293. 
campestris (Alauda), 292. 
campestris campestris (Anthus), 

292. 

campestris griseus (Anthus), 293. 
campestris griseus ( Anthus), 293. 
campestris minor (Agrodroma), 293. 
caniceps (Carduelis), 150, 
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caniccps (Carduelis), 150. 
caniceps caniceps (Carduelis), 150. 
cauiceps subulata (Carduelis), 151. 
cannabina (Acantbis), 154. 
cannabina (Fringilla ), 154. 
cannabina fringillirostris (Acantbis), 
154. 

cantillans (Mira fra ), 334. 
cantillans cantillans (Mirafra), 334. 
cantillans williamsoni ( Mirafra ), 336. 
capensis (Sturnopustor), 62. 
caj)ensis (Sturnus), 62. 
capensis capensis (Sturnopastor), 
62. 

capensis dehrae (Sturnopastor), 63. 
capensis clehrce (Sturnopastor ), 63. 
capensis floweri (Sturnopastor), 64. 
capensis superciliaris (Sturnopastor), 
64. 

cara ( Mtliopyga ), 376. 

Carduelis, 149. 
carduelis , 149. 
carduelis (Carduelis), 149. 
carduelis ( Fringilla ), 149. 
carduelis major (Carduelis), 149. 
carnipes (Coccothranstes ), 104. 
oarnipes (Perissospiza), 104. 
carnipes ( Pycnorhamphus), 104. 
Carpodacus, 134. 

Carpodacus, 134. 
cashmeriensis (Delickon ), 228. 
caspicus (Parus), 265. 
cervina (Motacilla ), 294. 
cervinus (Anthus), 294. 
cervinus (Anthus ), 294. 
ceylonensis ( Oriolus), 12. 
ceylonensis (Zosterops), 366. 
ceylonensis (Zosterops ), 366. 
Ciialcoparia, 368. 

Chalcoparia , 368. 

Chalcopariidae, 368. 

Cbalcostetha, 373. 

Chalcostetha , 373. 
cbalcostetha (Chalcostetha), 373. 
chalcostetha ( Nectarinia ), 373. 
chalybeius (Calornis ), 22, 23, 24. 
chendoola (Alauda), 343. 
chinensis (Hirundo), 235. 
chineusis (Oriolus), 7. 
chinensis (Oriolus), 7. 
chinensis andamanensis (Oriolus), 
10. 

chinensis indicus (Oriolus), 7. 
chinensis tnacrourus (Oriolus), 10. 
chinensis tenuirostris (Oriolus), 9. 
chrysaea (Ploceella), 76. 
chryseea (Ploccus), 76. 
chrysochlore (Dicceum), 427. 
chrysogenys (Araehnothera), 413. 
chrysogenys (Araehnothera), 413. 
chrysogenys (Nectarinia ), 413. 


chrysogenys intensiflava (Arach- 
nothera), 413. 

chrysogenys intensijlava (Arach- 
nothera), 413. 

Chry8omitris, 162. 

Chrysomitris, 162. 
chrysorrheum (Dicteum), 4:26. 
chrysorrheum (JDic&wn), 426. 
chrysorrheum chrysochlore (Di- 
cajum), 427. 

chrysorrheum intensum (Dieaeum), 
426. 

chryorrheum intensum (Dicceum), 426. 
chrysorrhceum (Dicceum), 426, 427. 
cia (Emberiza), 204. 

.cia (Emberiza), 204. 
cia godlewskii (Emberiza), 207. 
cia par (Emberiza), 206. 
cia jxir (Emberiza), 2U6. 
cia stracheyi (Emberiza), 205. 
cia yunnanensis (Emberiza), 207. 
cinctura zarudnyi (Am?noma?ies), 

cineraceus (Spodiopsar), 36. 
cineraceus (fywdiopsar), 36. 
cineraceus (Sturnus), 36. 
cinerascens (Alauda), 315. 
einerea (Motacilla), 265. 
einerea (Motacilla), 265. 
einerea caspica (Motacilla), 265. 
cinnamomea (Pyrgita), 180. 
cinnamomcus (Passer), ISO, 181, 182. 
citreoloides (Motacilla), 274. 
citreola (Motacilla), 273. 
citreola (Motacilla), 273. 
citreola citreola (Motacilla), 273. 
citreola calcarata (Motacilla), 274. 
citrinella (Emberiza), 219. 
citrinella (Emberiza), 219. 
citrinella erythrogenys (Emberiza), 
219. 

coccinea (Pitta), 454. 

Coceothraustes, 99. 

Coccothranstes , 99. 

coceothraustes (Coccothranstes), 100. 
coceothraustes (Loxia), 100. 
coceothraustes humii (Cocco- 
thrausles), 100. 

Coccothraustince, 99. 
cockburnicp. (Anthus), 285. 
ceelebs (lMngilla), 103. 
coelobs coelehs (Fringilla), 163. 
codicox (Alauda), 321. 
concolor (Dicceum), 429. 430. 
concolor (Hirundo), 237. 
concolor' (Ptyonoprogne), 237. 
concolor (Ptyonoprogne), 237. 
confucius (Passer), 172. 
contra (Sturnopastor ), 62, 63. 
coronatus (Ampeliceps), 44. 
coronatus (Ampeliceps), 44. 
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Corydon, 464. 

Cory don, 464. 
coutclli (Anthus ), *297. 
crassirostris ( Carpodacus), 141. 
cristata (Alauda ), 346. 
cristata (Galerida), 343. 
cristata. ( Galerita), 343, 345. 
cristata chendoola (Galerida), 343. 
cristata ieautungensis (Galerida), 
346. 

cristata mngna (Galerida), 34o. 
crucntata ( Certhia), 421. 
cruentatum (Pioaeum), 421. 
cruentatum (Dicceum ), 421, 423. 
cruentatum cruentatum (Dicamm), 
421. 

cruentatum ignitum (Dicamtu), 423. 
cruentatum siamensis (Dicaeum), 
424. 

cruentatum siamensis , (Dieawn), 
424. 

cucullnta (Pitta), 455. 
cucullata (Pitta), 455. 
cucullata abbotti (Pitta), 457. 
cucullata cucullata (Pitta), 455. 
currirostra (Loxia), 115. 
curvirostra (Loxia) ,115. 
curvirostra himalayana (Loxia), 115. 
cyanea (Irena), 3. 
cyavea (Pitta), 448. 
cyanea cyanea (Pitta), 448. 
cyanoptera (Pitta), 450. 
Cymbirhynchus, 466. 

Cymbirhynchus, 466. 


dabryi (iEtliopyga), 387. 
dabryi (Mthopyga), 387. 
dabryi (JXectarinia ), 387. 
dalhmsia (Eurylaimus), 472. 
dalliousite (Psarisomus), 472. 
dalhousice (Psarisomus), 472. 
daurica (Hirundo) 248. 
daurica (Hirundo), 248. 
daurica daurica (Hirundo), 248. 
daurica erythropygia (Hirundo), 251. 
daurica hyperythra (Hirundo), 253. 
daurica nepalensis (Hirundo), 250. 
daurica rufula (Hirundo), 252. 
daurica striolata (Hirundo), 249. 
davidanus (Carpodacus), 127. 
Delichon, 226. 

Delichon, 226. 

Bendronanthus, 275. 

Dendronanthus, 275. 
deserti (Alauda), 3* >2. 
deserti (Ammomanes), 352. 
deserti phoenicuroides (Amniornanes), 
352. 

deva (Alauda), 347. 
deva (Galerida), 347. 


deva (Galerita), 347. 
desertorum (A-lcemon), 304. 

Dieaudse, 420. 

Dicaeum, 421. 

Dicceum , 421. 
cliluta (Cotile), 232. 
domestica (Fringilla), 169. 
domestiens (Passer), 169. 
domesticus (Passer), 170, 172, 173. 
doinesticus confucius (Passer). 172. 
domesticus indicus (Passer), 170. 
domesticus parkini (Passer), 173. 
domesticus parkini (Passer), 173. 
domicola (Hirundo), 244. 
dorice (Cert hit an da), 304. 
dubius (Carpodacus ), 125. 
dulchunensis (Alauda), 326. 
dulchunensis (Calandrella ), 326. 
dulchunensis (Motacilla), 257. 
dulcivox (Alauda), 315. 
dzungaricus (Sturnus), 35. 


edwardsii (Carpodacus), 131. 
edwardsii (Propasser) 131. 
edwardsii (Propasser), 131. 
edwardsii saturatus (Carpodacus ), 

131. 

edwardsii saturatus (Propasser), 131. 
egregia (Zosterops), 361. 
elwesi (Octocorys), 310. 

Emberiza, 195. 

Emberiza. 195. 

Emberizinse, 195. 
epauletta (Pyrrhoplectes), 114. 
epauletta (Pyrrhoplectes ), 114. 
epaulet la (Pyrrhula), 114. 
eryihaca (Pyrrhula), 111. 
erythaca altera (Pyrrhula), 112. 
erythaca erythaca (Pyrrhula), 111. 
erijtkrina (Loxia), 134, 135. 
erythrinus (Carpodacus), 134. 
erythrinus (Carpodacus ), 135, 136, 
137. 

erythrinus erythrinus (Carpodacus), 

135. 

erythrinus kubanensis (Carpodacus), 

136. 

erythrinus kubanensis ( Carpodacus) 
*136. 

erythrinus roseatus (Carpodacus), 

337. 

erythrocephala (Pyrrhula), 110. 
crythrocephala (Pyrrhula), 110. 
cryfhrogenys (Emberiza), 219. 
erythroptera (Mirafra), 340. 
erythroptera (Mirafra), 341, 342. 
ervthroptera erythroptera (Mirafra), 
'341. 

erythroptera' sindiana (Mirafra), 342. 
erythroptera sindiana (Mirafra), 342. 
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erythrop ygia ( Hirundo ), 251. 
erythropygia ( Sturnia ), 41. 
erythropygia katchalensis (Sturnia), 
42. 

erythrorkynclios ( Certhia ), 432. 
erythrorliynchum (Dicamra), 432. 
erythrorliynchum eeyloneusis (Di- 
cieum), 433. 

erythrorliynchum erythrorhynchum 
(Dicfemn), 432. 

erytkrorhynchm ( Dicceicm ), 432, 433. 
crythrorhynchus eeyloneusis (Diccsum ), 
433. 

Erythrospiza, 140. 

Eiytlirospiza, 140. 

Erythrura, 93. 

• Erythrura , 93. 

Estrildinaj. 77. 

Eulabes, 16. 

Eutahes, 16. 

Eulubetida?, 459. 

Eurylaiinkloe, 459. 

Eurylaimus, 461. 

Eurylaimus , 461. 


feldegg (Motacilla), 271. 
jeldegg (Motaxilia), 271. 
feldegg feldegg (Motacilla), 271. 
foldegg melanogriseus (Motacilla), 
272. 

fcldeggi (Motacilla ), 271, 272. 
femihinus (Carpodacus ), 126. 
filifcra (Hirundo), 245. 
flammaxillaris (Arachnechthra), 403. 
flammaxillaris (Leptocoma), 403. 
flammaxillaris (Nectar inia), 403. 
flammaxillaris andamanica (Lepto- 
coma), 404. 

flammaxillaris flammaxillaris (Lepto¬ 
coma), 403. 
flava (Motacilla). 267. 

Jlava (Motacilla ), 267. 
flava beema (Motacilla), 267. 
flava lcucoceplmla (Motacilla), 270. 
flava taivana (Motacilla), 270. 
flava thunbergi (Motacilla), 269. 
fiavcolus (Passer), 182. 
jlaveolus (Passer), 182. 
flaviceps (Ploceus ), 73. 
flavicollis (Gymnorhis ), 166. 
flavicollis transfuga (Gymuons), 168. 
flavidiventris (Amandava), 97. 
flavidiventris (Estrdda ), 97. 
flavidiventris ( Sporeginthus ), 97. 
llavirostris (Acanthis), 155. 
flavirostris ( Fringiila ), 155. 
flavirostris brevirostris (Acanthis), 

156. 

flavirostris montanella (Acanthis), 

157. 


flavirostris rufostrigata (Acanthis), 

floweri (Starnopastor), 64. 
fluvicola (Mirundo), 246. 
flicvicola (Hirundo), 246. 
formosa (Fringiila ), 94. 
fonnosa (Stictospiza), 94. 
formosa (Stictospiza ), 94. 

Fringiila, 163. 

Fringiila , 163. 

Fringillauda, 190. 

Fringillauda, 190. 

Fringilhdie, 98. 

Fringillinaa, 107. 
fringillirostris (Acanthis ), 154. 
fringilliroslris (Linota ), 154. 
frontalis (Pyrrhulauda), 355. 
frontalis (Pyrrhu'aula). 355. 
frontalis afflnis (Pyrrhulauda), 355. 
fucata (Emberiza), 193. 
jucata (Emberha) 198, 199. 
fucata arouata (E nberiza), 199. 
fucata fucata (E nberiza), 19S. 
fumigata ( Mania), 83. 
fumigata (Uroloncha), 83. 
fusmis (JE’-hiopsar), 56. 
fasciis (.Eihiopsar), 57. 
fuse us (Pastor), 57. 
fuscos fuscus (iEthiopsar), 57. 
fuse us infuscatus (/.E'hiopsar), 59. 
fuscus torquatus(.'Euliiopsar), 58. 


galbula (Oriolus), 5. 

Galerida, 342. 

Galerida , 342. 
garrula (B ombycilla), 223. 
garrulus (Lanins), 223. 
ginginianus (Acridotberes), 55. 
ginginianus (Acridothercs), 55. 
ginginianus (Tardus), 55. 
githaginca. ( Carpodacus), 14l. 
githagiuea (Erythrospiza), 141. 
githaginea. (Fringiila), 141. 
githaginea crassiroslris (EryLhros- 
piza), 141. 

godlewskii ( Agrodroma), 289. 
godleioskii ( Emheriza), 207. 
gouldice (JEthopyga), 385. 
gouldue (Cinnyris), 385. 
gouldi» gouldife JEthopyga), 385. 
gouldi® isolata (JEthopyga), 3S6. 
gouldice isolata (JEthopyga ), 386. 

G me u pica, 49 
Gracupica , 49. 
granatina (Pitta), 454. 
granatina (Pitta), 454. 
granatina ooccinea (Pitta), 454. 
grandis (Acridothcres), 59. 
grandis (JEthiopsar), 59. 
qrandis (Carpodacus), 128. 
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grandis (Propasser), 128. 
grand is grandis (iEthiopsar), 50. 
grandis infusoatus (JLthiopsar), 59. 
grisea (Alauda), 353. 
grisea (Pyrrkulauda), 353. 
qrisea (Pyrrhulauda) , 353. 

1313. 

318, 319, 320, 321, 

gulgula australis (Alauda), 320. 
gulgala ccelivox (Alauda), 321. 
gulgula gulgula (Alauda), 319. 
gulgula guttata (Alauda), *>1^. 
gulgula herberti (Alauda), 322. 
gulgula incouspicua (Alauda), 322. 
gurneyi (Pitta), 45*. 
gurneyi (Pitta), 157. 
guttata (Alauda), 318. 
gutturalis (Hirand' ), 241. 

G-ymuoris, 164. 

Gynmoris , 164. 

hcenmlopygia. (Montift ingiUa), 194. 
Hsematospiza, 110. 

Hcematospiza, 116. 
hasselti (.Arachnechthra ), 400. 
himalayana (Loxia), 115. 
Hirundinidai, 225. 

Hinmdo, 239. 

Hirundo , 239. 

hispanjolenm (EringUla), 175. 
hispaniolensis (Passer), 175. 
hispaniolensis (Passer), 175. 
hispaniolensis trinBcaspicus (Passer), 
175. 

hispaniolensis transca*picus (Passer), 

175. 

hodgsoni (Antbus), 281. 
hodgsoni (MotaciUa ), 202. 
hodgsoni berezowakii (Antbus), 283. 
hodgsoni hodgsoni (Antbus), 281. 
hodgsoni yunnanensis (Antbus), 282. 
horsfiddi (JEthopyga ), 392. 
horsfieldi (Cinnyris), 392. 
hortulana (Emberiza), 209. 
hortulana (Emberiza), 209. 
humii (Coccothraustes), 100. 
humii (Pyrrhospiza), 121. 
hmiii (Sturnus), 31. 
hutt.oni (Emberiza), 208. 
hut topi (Emberiza), 208. 

Hy paean this, 100. 

Hypacanthis , 100. 
hypogrammica (Anthothreptes), 408. 
hypogrammica (Kectariuia), 408. 
hypogniinnnGa hypogrammica (An- 
threptee), 408. 


gulgula (Alauda) 
gulgula (Alauda), 
322. 


icteriea (Emberiza), 215. 
icteried (Emberiza), 215. 


I 

icierioides (Coccothraustes), 102. 
icterioides (Perissospiza), 102. 
icterioides (.Pycnorliamphus), 102. 
icterioides affinis (Perissospiza), 103. 
icterioides icterioides (Perissospiza), 


102 . 

ignicapilla (Dicceum), 437. 
ignicapillus (Prionoebilus), 4.17. 

ignicapillus (Prionochilus), 437. 
ignicauda (JEthopyga), 383. 
ignicauda (Mthoyyga), 383. 
ignicauda (Cinnyris), 383. 
ignicauda exultans (jEtbopyga), 385. 
ignicauda exultans (/Ethopyga), 385. 
ignicauda llavescens (2Ethopyga), 
384. 

ignicauda Jlavescens (JEtliopyga), 
384. 


ignicauda ignicauda (iEthopyga), 
383. 

ignipectum ignipeetum (Dicreum;, 
* 427. 


ignipcctus (Dicceum), 427-_ 
ignipectus (Myzanthe), 42*. 
ig nit a (Kectarinia), 423. 
incouspicua (Alauda), 222. 
indica (Motacilla), 270. 
indicus (Dendronamlms), 276. 
in die ns (Limonidromns), 2 < 0. 
indicus (Oriolus), 7. 
indicus (Passer), 170 
inupinata (Alauda), 310. 
insignis (Chalcosietka), 373. 
intermedia (Arachnechthra), 398. 
intermedia (Eulahes). 19, 20. 
intermedia ( Ciracula ), 19. 

Irena. 1. 

Irena. 1. 

Iren i da?, 1. 


japunica (Alauda), 317. 
japonicus (An thus ), 299. 
javana andumanensis (Eulahes i. 20. 
javana intermedia (Eulahes). 1°. 
javana javana (Eulahes), 18. 
javanensis (Eulahes), 18. 
javanensis (Ploccus), 76. 
javanica (Hirundo), 243. 
javanica (Hirundo), 243, 214. 
javanica (Mirafra), 335. 
javanica (Mirafra), 335. 
javanica domicola (Hirundo), 244. 
javanica javanica (Hirundo), 243. 
javanica williamsoni (Mirafra), 336. 
javanicus (Eurylamus), 40 J. 
javanicus (Eurylaimus), 401. 
javanicus javanicus (Eurylaimus), 

461. 

javana* (Eulahes), 18. 
jerdoni (Agrodroma), 286. 
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kashmeriensis (Chelidon), 228. 
kelaarti {Mania), 80. 
kelaarti (Uroloncha), 89. 
kundoo {0violas), 6. 

lag opus (Chclidon ), 229. 
Lamprocorax, 21. 

Lamprocorax, 21. 
leautungensis (Alauda), 34(3. 
lepida {Ccrthia), 370. 

.Leptocoma, 393. 

Leptocoma, 393. 
leucocephala (Budgies), 270. 
leucocephala (Emberiza), 202. 
leucocephala (Emberiza), 202. 
leucocephala (Crraculipica), 51. 
leucocephala (Gracupiea), 51. 
leucocephala aunamensis (Gracu- 
pica), 52. 

leucocephala anhamensis ( Graculi- 
pica), 52. 

leucocephala leucocephala (Gracu¬ 
piea), 51. 

leucocephalus (Aci'idotheres ), 51. 
leucogastra (Amadina ), 87. 
leucogastra (Uroloiicha ), 87. 
leucogastra leucogastra (Uroloncka), 

87. 

leucopsis (Motacilla ), 264. 
lovgipennis (Alauda), 325. 
longirostris (Arachnotliera), 418. 
longirostris (Ccrthia ), 418. 
longirostris (Otocoris), 309. 
longirostris (Otocorys), 309. 
longirostris longirostris (Arackno- 
thera), 418. 

lotcnia (Arachnechthra), 394. 
lotenia (Certhia), 394. 
lotenia (Loptocoma), 394. 

Loxia, 115. 

Loxia, 115. 

lugubris (Motacilla), 261. 
lugubris (Motacilla), 261. 
lugubris alboides (Motacilla), 2G2. 
lugubris leucopsis (Motacilla), 264. 
lugubris macleraspatensis (Motacilla), 

lunatus (.Eurylahmts), 469. 
lunatus (Scrilophus), 469. 
lunatus lunatus (Serilopkus), 469. 
luteola (Emberiza), 215. 


macrorhynchus (Cymbirhynchus), 
466. ‘ 

macrorhyn chits (Todus), 466. 
nmcrorhynchus nmcrorhynchus 
(Cymhirhynchus), 466. 
macronrus ( Orioius), 10. 
vnacrurus (Orioius), 10. 


mac ala tits (Anthus), 281, 282, 283. 
maculatus (Pardalocus), 438. ’ 
maculatus (Priouochilus), 433. 
maculatus (Priouochilus), 438. 
maculatus berezowskii (Anthus), 283. 
maculatus yunnanensis (Anthus), 282. 
maderaspatensis (Motacilla), 263. 
magna (Arachnotliera), 414. 
magna (Arachnotliera), 414. 
magna (Cinnyris), 414. 
magna ( Galerita ), 345. 
magna aurafia (Arachnotliera), 416. 
magna magna (Arachnotliera), 414. 
major (Carduelis), 149. 
malabarica (Alauda), 348. 
malabarica (Galerida), 34S. 
malabarica (Galerita), 348. 
malabarica (Loxia), 89. 
malabarica (Sturnia), 38. 
malabarica (Sturnia), 38, 39. 
malabarica (Uroloncha), 89. 
malabarica (Uroloncha ), 89. 
malabarica andamanensis (Sturnia), 
41. 

malabarica blytkii (Sturnia), 40. 
malabarica erythropygia (Sturnia), 41 
malabarica katchalensis (Sturnia), 42. 
malabarica malabarica (Sturnia), 39. 
malabarica nemoricola*(Sturnia), 42* 
ma/abaricus (Turdus), 39. 
malacca (Loxia), 78. 
nialacca (Munia), 78. 
malacca (Munia), 78, 79. 
malacca malacca (Munia), 78. 
malacca orientals (Munia), 79. 
malacca orientalis (Munia), 79. 
malacccnsis (Anthothrcptcs), 409. 
malacccnsis (Passer), 177. 
ma lace ns is (Certhia), 409. 
malacensis rnalaeensis (Anthreptes), 
409. 

malayensis (Anthus), 292. 
manyar (Fringilla), 73 
manyur (Ploceus), 73. 
manyar (Ploceus), 73, 74, 75. 
manyar flaviceps (Ploceus), 73. 
manyar peguensis (Ploceus), 75. 
manyar peguensis (Ploceus), 75. 
manyar striatus (Ploceus), 74. 
maxima (Melanocorypha), 311. 
maxima (Melanocorypha), 311. 
inegarhyncha (Pitta), 452. 
megarliyncha (Pitta), 452. 
megarhynohus (Ploceus), 69. 
megarhynchus (Ploceus), 69, 70, 71. 
melanauchen (Pyrrhulauda), 355. 
mclanictera (Fringilla), 221. 
melanicterus (Melopkus), 221. 
mdanicterus (Meltyphus), 221. 
melanocephaia (Emberiza), 213. 
mclanoccphala (Emberiza), 213. 
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melanocephalus ( Oriolus), 11, 12. 
Melanocorypha, 311. 

Melanocorypha, 311. 
melanogrisevs {Budgies), 272. 
mela.nope (Motacilla ). 265. 

'/nelanops (Ennberiza ), 212. 
melanosternus (Acridothercs), 55. 
melanoxantha (Paraglossa), 439. 
melanoxantha {Paraglossa ), 439. 
melanoxanthus ( Coccothraustes ), 105. 
melanoxanthus (Mycerohas), 105. 
melanoxanthus (.Mycerohas ), 105. 
Melophus, 220. 

Melophus , 220. 
menzbieri ( Sturnus ), 34. 
mesoxantha {Zosterops), 365. 
Metaponia, 158. 

Metaponia , 158. 
microptera {Mirafra), 340. 
minima (Arachnechthra), 405. 
minima ( Cinnyris), 405. 
minima (Leptocoma), 405. 
minor {Sturnus), 33. 
minullum (Dicseum), 429. 
mimdlum (Dicceum), 429. 
minullum concolor (Dicaeum), 429. 
minullum olivaceum (Dicaeum), 430. 
minullum subflavum (Dicaeum), 430. 
minullum subflavum {.Dicceum ), 430. 
minullum virescens (DicaBum), 431. 
Mirafra, 333. 

Mira fra, 333. 
modesta {Antkreptes ), 418. 
modest a (Arachnothera), 418. 
modestum (Piprisoma), 436. 
modestus {Prionochilus), 436. 
moluccensis (Pitta), 450. 
moluccensis ( Turdus), 450. 
mongoliea (Erythrospiza), 142. 
mongolica. (Erytkrospiza), 142. 
mongolicus {Carpodacus), 142. 
montana (Fringilla), 176. 
montanella {Linota), 157. 
mon tan us (Passer), 176. 
montanus {Passer), 176, 177, 

178. 

montanus dilutus (Passer), 178. 
montanus dilutus (Passer), 1/8. 
montanus molaccensis (Passer), 177. 
montanus montanus (Passer), 176. 
montanus obscuratus (Passer), 179. 
montanus obscuratus (Passer), 179. 
Montifringilla, 185. 

Monti fringilla, 185. 
montifringilla (Fringilla), 164. 
montifringilla (Fringilla), 164. 
Motacilla, 254. 

Motacilla, 254. 

Motacillidae, 254. 

Munia, 77. 

Munia, 77. 


Mycerohas, 105. 
Mycerohas, 105. 


Nectariniidse, 372. 

Nectariniinse. 372. 
nemoricola (Friugillauda), 191. 
nemoricola {Fringillauda ), 191. 
nemoricola (Slurnia), 42. 
nemoricola altaica (Fringillauda), 
192. 

nemoricola nemoricola (Fringil¬ 
lauda). 191. 

nepalensis (Chelidon), 230. 
nepalensis (Delichon), 230. 
nepalensis {Delichon), 230. 
nepalensis { Hirundo ), 250. 
nepalensis { Paludicola), 444. 
nepalensis (Pitta), 444. 
nepalensis {Pitta), 444. 
nepalensis ( Procarduelis ), 146. 
nepalensis (Pyrrhula). 112. 
nicoharica (JEthopyga), 377. 
nicobariensis (Zost crops), 362. 
nigricollis (Graculipica), 49. 
nigricollis (Gracupica), 49. 
nigricollis {Gracupica), 49. 
nilghiriensis (Anthus), 283. 
nilghiriensis {Anthus), 283. 
niiqiriensis (Anthus), 283. 
nipalensis (JEthopyga), 390. 
nipalensis (JEthopyga), 391. 
nipalensis ( Carduelis ). 146. 
nipalensis (Cinnyris ), *391. 
nipalensis (Procarduelis), 146. 
nipalensis (Pyrrhnla), 112. 
nipalensis horsfieldi (JEthopyga), 392. 
nipalensis intensicolor (Procarduelis), 

147. 

nipalensis intensicolor (Procarduelis), 
147. 

nipalensis nipalensis (iEthopyga), 

391. 

nipalensis nipalensis (Procarduelis), 
146. 

nipalensis nipalensis (Pyrrhula), 112. 
nipalensis victorias (JEthopyga), 392. 
nipalensis victorias (Pyrrhula), 113. 
nivalis (Fringilla), 186. 
nivalis (Montifringilla), 186. 
nivalis adarnsi (Montifringilla), 187. 
nivalis alpicola (Montifringilla), 
186. 

nobilior (Sturnus), 34. 


oatesi (Hydrowns), 446. 
oatesi (Pitta), 446. 
oatesi (Pitta), 446. 
obsoleta (Cotile), 238. 
obsoleta (Fringilla ), 143. 
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obsoleta (Ptyonoprogne), 238. 
obsolete (Rhodospiza), 143. 
obsoleta obsoleta (Ptyonoprogne), 
238. 

ochromalus (Eurylaimus), 463. 
ochromelas (Eurylaimus), 463. 
ochromalus ( Eurylcemus), 463. 
ocularis (Motacilla ), 261. 
olivaceum (Dicaum), 430. 

Oreocorys, 299. 

Oreocorys , 299. 

Oriolidm, 4. 

Oriolus, 4. 

Oriolus, 4. 

oriolus ( Coraoias), 5. 
oriolus (Oriolus), 5. 
oriolus kundoo (Oriolus), 6. 
oriolus oriolus (Oriolus), 5. 
ornata (Leptocoina), 401. 
ornata blanfordi (Leptocoma), 402. 
ornata ornata (Leptocoma), 401. 
ornatus ( Cinnyris ), 401. 

Otocoris, 306. 

Otocoris, 306. 


Pachvglossa, 439. 

Pachyglossa, 439. 
pagodorum (Temenuchus), 47. 
palpebrosa (Sylvia), 358. 
palpebrosa (Zosterops), 358. 
palpchrosa (Zosterops), 358, 360, 361, 
362, 363. 

palpebrosa cacharensis (Zosterops), 

361. 

palpebrosa cacharensis (Zosterops ), 
361. 

palpebrosa egregia (Zosterops), 361. 
palpebrosa elvvesi (Zosterops), 360. 
palpebrosa. el west (Zosterops), 360. 
palpebrosa nicobariensis (Zosterops), 

362. 

palpebrosa palpebrosa (Zosterops), 
358. 

palpebrosapeguensis (Zosterojos), 363. 
pain dicola (Him n do), 234. 
palud icola (Riparia), 234. 
paludicola cbinensis (Riparia), 235. 
panayensis (Calorms ), 22. 
panayensis (Lamprocorax), 22. 
panayensis affinis (Lamprocorax), 
24. 

panayensis strigatus (Lamprocorax), 

22 . 

panayensis tytleri (Lamprocorax), 
23. 

Passer, 168. 

Passer, 168. 

passerinus (Ploceus),J0. 
passerinus (Ploceus ), 70. 
passerinus infortunatus (Ploceus), 71. 


485 

I 

passerinus infortunatus (Ploceus), 71. 
passerinus passerinus (Ploceus), 70. 
Pastor, 28. 

Pastor , 28, 

pecloralis (Arachnechtkra), 401. 
pectoralis ( Uroloncha), S8. 
pectoralis blanfordi (Cirrtostomus ), 
402. 

penicillata (Alauda), 307. 
penicillata (Otocoris), 307. 
penicillata (Olocorys), 307, 
Perissospiza, 101. 

Perissospiza , 101. 
pcrsica (Alaudula ), 332. 
personata (Motacilla), 259. 
personata persica (Motacilla), 258. 
Petronia, 183. 

Petronia, 183. 
petronia (Fringilla), 184. 
petronia (Petronia), 184. 
petronia intermedia (Petronia), 184. 
petronia intermedia (Petronia), 184. 
phayrei (Antbocincla), 442. 
phayrci (Anthocincla ), 442. 
phayrii (Anthocincla), 442. 
philippina (Loxia), 67. 
philippinus (Ploceus), 67. 
phcenicotis (Chalcoparia ), 368, 370. 
phoenicura (Amniomanes), 349. 
phcenicura (Ammomancs), 350. 
phoenicura {Mirafra ), 350. 
phoenicura phcenicura (Amniomanes), 

350. 

phoenicura zarudnyi (Amniomanes), 

351. 

phoenicuraides (Amniomanes ), 352. 
j>hoenicuroides (Mirafra), 352. 
Piprisoma, 434. 

Piprisomay 434. 

Pitta, 443. 

Pitta , 443. 

Pittidae, 441. 

Ploceella, 75. 

Ploceella , 75. 

Ploceidse, 65. 

Ploceime, 66. 

Ploceus, 66. 

Ploceus , 66. 

pogodarum (Temenuchus ), 47. 
pogodarum (Turdus), 47. 
poltaratzskii (Sturnus), 34. 
porphyronotm (Sturnus), 32. 
prasina (Krythrura), 93. 
prasina (Erythmra), 93. 
prasina (Loxia\ y 93. 
prasina prasina (Erythrura), 93. 
pratensis japonicus ( An thus ), 299. 
Prionoohilu8, 437. 

Prionochilus , 437. 

Procard uelis, 145. 

Procarduelis, 145. 
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Propasser, 122. 

Propasser , 122. 

Propyrrhula, 118. 

Propyrrliula , 1 IS. 

Psarisomus, 472. 

Psarisomus, 472. 
ptilogenys (Eulabes), 21, 
ptilogenys (Eulabes). 21. 
ptilogenys (Gracula), 21. 
Ptyonoprogne, 236. 

Ptyonoprogne , 236. 
p udla (Coracias), 1. 
puella (Irena), 1. 
paella (Irena), 1. 
puella cyanea (Irena), 3. 
puella puella (Irena), 1. 
pulcberrimus (Propasser), 126. 
pule her rimus (Propasser) t 126, 127. 
pulcherrinuis davidianus (Propasser), 

127. 

piilcherrimus pulclierrinnis (Pro¬ 
passer), 126. 
punctulata (Loxia ). 91. 
punetulata (Uroloncha), 90. 
punctulata ( Uroloncha), 91, 92. 
punctulata punctulata (Uroloncha), 

91. 

punctulata subundulata (Uroloncha), 

92. 

punetulata topela (Uroloncha), 92. 
punicea (Pyrrhospiza), 120. 
punicea (Pyrrhospiza ), 120, 121. 
punicea liumii (Pyrrhospiza), 121. 
punicea punicea (Pyrrhospiza), 120. 
purpurascens dresseri (Sturnus ), 35. 
pusilla (Emberiza) 200. 
pusilla (Emberiza). 200. 
pusilla (Metaponia), 158. 
pusilla. (Metaponia ), 158. 
pusUlus (Passer), 158. 
pyrrhonotus (Passer). 174. 
pyrrhonotm (Passer), 174. 
Pyrrhoplectes. 114. 

Pgrrhoplectes , 114. 

Pyrrhospiza, 120. 

Pyrrhospiza , 120. 

Pyrrlmla, 108. 

Pyrrhula , J08. 

Pyrrhulauda, 353. 

Pyrrhulauda, 353. 

raytal (Alauda ), 329. 
raytal (Alaudula), 329. 
raytal (Alaudula), 329. 
raytal adainsi (Alaudula), 331. 
raytal raytal (Alaudula), 329. 
reiigiosa (Eulabes), 17. 
religiosa (Eulabes), 17. 
reiigiosa ( Gracula ), 17. 
rhodochlamys (Propasser), 128. 
rhodochlamys (Propasscr), 128. 



rhodochlamys grahdis (Propasser), 

128. 

rhodoch rous (Propasscr ), 129. 
rhodoleema (Antliothrcptcs), 411. 
rhodolauna (Anthreptes), 411. 
rhodolcenui (Anthreptes), 411. 
Rhodopechys, 144. 

Rhodopechys , 144. 
rhodopcplas (Pro passer), 130. 
Rhodospiza, 143. 

Rhodospiza , 143. 
richardi (Anthus), 287. 
richardi (Anthus), 288. 
richardi godlewskii (Anthus), 289. 
richardi malayensis‘( Anthus), 292. 
richardi richardi (Anthus), 288. 
richardi rufulus (Anthus), 290. 
Riparia, 231. 

Riparia , 231. 

riparia (Cutilc), 232, 233, 234. 
riparia (Hirundo), 231. 
riparia (Riparia), 231. 
riparia diluta (Riparia), 232. 
riparia ijimee (Clivicola), 234. 
riparia ijinue (Riparia), 234. 
riparia indica (Riparia), 233. 
riparia subsoccata (Riparia), 23o. 
Hpponi (Carpodacns), 132. 
ripppni (Propasser), 132. 
rodochroa (Friugilia), 129. 
rodochrous (Propasser), 129. 
rodopcpla (. Friugilia ), 130. 
rodopeplus (Propasser), 130. 
rosaceus (Anthus), 295. 
roseata (.Pyrrhulinota ), 137. 
roseatus (Antluis), 295. 
roseatus (Anthus). 295. 
roseus (Pastor), 29. 
rose its (Pastor), 29. 
roseus (Turdus), 29. 
rubescens (Procarduelis), 147. 
rubcsceus (Procarduelis). 148. 
rubescens rubescens (Procarduelis), 
148. 

rubescens saturatior (Procarduelis), 
148. 

rubescens saturatior (Procarduelis), 

148. 

rubicilla (Oarpodacus), 138. 
rubicilla(Loxia), 138. 
rubicilla nibioilloides (Carpodacns), 
138. 

ruhicilloidcs (Carpodacns), 138. 
ruhroniger (Munia), 81. 
ruhropggia (Raya), 470. 
rubropygius (Serilophus), 470. 
ruhropsgius (Serilophus ), 470. 
rufescens (Alauda), 332. 
rufescens (Alaudula), 332. 
rufescens persiea (Alaudula), 332. 
rufescens seebohmi (Alaudula), 333. 
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ruficollis (Alouti fringilla), 189. 
ruficollis (Montifring ilia), 189. 
rufiventris (Uroloncha), 88. 
rufiventris ( Uroloncha), 88. 
rufostrigata ( Linota ), 157. 
rufula (Hirundo ), 252. 
rufulus (Anlhus), 290, 292. 
upestris ( Hirundo ), 236. 
rupestris (Ptyonoprogue), 236. 
rupestris ( Ptyonoprogue ), 236. 
rustica (Hirundo), 240. 
rustica {Hirundo), 240. 
rustica gutturalis (Hirundo), 241. 
rustica rustica (Hirundo), 240. 
rustica tytleri (Hirundo), 242. 
rutila (Ernberiza), 216. 
rutila {Ernberiza), 216. 
rutilans (Fringilla ), 179. 
rutilans (Passer), 179. 
rutilans cinnamomeus. (Passer), 180. 
rutilans debilis (Passer), 181. 
rutilans debilis (Passer), 181. 
rutilans intensior (Passer), 182. 
rutilans intensior (Passer), 182. 


simplex (Zosterops), 363. 
simplex ( Zosterops ), 363. 
simplex peguensis (Zosterops), 363. 
simplex xantbochlora (Anthreptes), 

sinensis (Cotile), 235. 
sinensis (Sturnia), 37. 
singalensis (Chah-oparia), 36S. 
singalensis (Mot a cilia) ^ 368. 
singalensis lepida (Clialcopariu), 370. 
singalensis singalensis (Chalcoparia). 
368. 

sipahi (Corythus), 117. 
sipahi (Hannatospiza), 117. 
sipahi ( Hcemitospiza ). L17. 
siparaja (JSthopyga), 375. 
siparaja (Cortina), 375. 

^siparaja cara (iEthopyga), 376. 
siparaja mussooriensis (iEthopyga),. 


siparaja mussooriensis (zEthopyga), 
380. 


siparaja nicobarica (iEthopyga), 377. 
siparaja seheriai (yEthopyga), 378. 
siparaja yigorsi (yEthopyga), 381. 


sanguinea (Fringilla), 144. 
sanguinea sauguinea (Khodopecbys), 
144. 

sanguinipecta (JEthopyga), 390. 
sanguinipecta sanguinipecta (yEtho- 
pyga), 390, 

Saroglossa, 24. 

Saroglossa , 24. 

saturata (Mthopgga), 388. 

saturata (Cinnyris), 388. 

saturata saturata (yEthopyga), 388. 

schceniclus (Ernberiza), 196. 

schop nidus (Ernberiza), 197. 

schceniclus (Fringilla), 196. 

scboenielus palli'dior (Ernberiza), 197. 

schoenidus pallidior (Ernberiza), 197. 

seebohmi (Alaudula), 333. 

sehtrice (JEtliopya), 378. 

t die rice (Nectar in ia), 378. 

seherice viridicauda (JEthopyga), 381. 

se?nisir iota (Mum a), 84. 

semistriata (Uroloncha), 84. 

sen ex (Heteromis), 46. 

senex (Sturnorn is), 46. \ 

senex (Stumornis), 46. 

Serilophus, 469. 

Serilophus, 469. 
severtzovi (Carpodaoits), 139. 
severtzovi (Carppdaous), 139. 
siamensis (Zosterops). 364. 
siamensis (Zosterops), 364. 
similis (Anthus ), 285, 286, 287. 
simplex i A n tliothreptes), 412. 
simplex (Anthreptes), 411. 
simplex (Nectarinia ), 411. 


siparaja viridicauda. (yEthopyga), 
381. 


smitbii (Hirundo), 245. 
smithii (Hirundo), 245. 
smitbii filifera (Hirundo), 245. 
sordida (bringililauda), 192. 
sordidus (Anthus), 284. 
sordidus (Anthus), 284. 
sordidus dccaprus (Anthus), 287. 
sordidus dccaptus (Anthus), 287. 
sordidus jerdoni (Anthus), 2S6. 
sordidus similis (Anthus), 285. 
spiloptera (Psaroglossa), 25, 26. 
spiloplera (Saroglossa), 24. 
spiloptera assamensis (Psaroglossa), 

spiloptera assamensis (Saroglossa), 
26. 

spiloptera spiloptera (Saroglossa), 25. 
epUopterus 1 Lamprotc mis). 26. 
spinoides (Cardudis), 100. 
spinoides (Hypacantliis), 160. 
spinoides (Hypacantliis), 160. 
spinoides ambiguus (Ilvpacuntbis), 
161. 

spinoides spinoides (Hypacantliis), 
160. 

6 pinoletta (Alaucla), 296. 
spinoletta (Anthus), 296. 
spinoletta (Anthus), 297, 298. 
spinoletta blakistoni (Anthus), 298. 
spinoletta coutelli (Anthus), 297. 
spinoletta japonicus (Anthus), 299. 
Spodiopsar, 36. 

Spodiopsar, 36. 

spodocepimla (Ernberiza), 212. 
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spodocephala (Emheriza ), 212. 
spodocephala melanops (Emberiza), 
212 . 

squalida (Pipra), 435. 
squalidum (Piprisoma), 435. 
squalidum {Piprisoma), 435. 
squalidum modestum (Piprosoma), 

436. 

squalidum squalidum (Piprisoma), 
435. 

squamicollis ( Uroloncha), 86. 
stewarfci (Emberiza), 203. 
stewarti {Embei'iza), 203. 

Stictospiza, 94. 

Stictospiza , 94. 

strachcyi {Emheriza), 205, 206. 
striata {Loxia), 83. 
striata (Uroloncha), 82. 
striata {Uroloncha ), 83. 
striata acuticauda (Uroloncha). 84. 
striata furmgata ( Uroloncha), 83. 
striata seniistriata (Uroloncha), 84. 
striata squamicollis (Uroloncha), 86, 
striata striata (Uroloncha), 83. 
striata subsquamicollis (Uroloncha), 
86. 

striatus {Euplectcs ), 74. 
strip at us {Tardus), 22. 
striolata {Emberiza), 217. 
striolata {Fr nig ilia), 217. 
striolata {Hirundo). 249. 
striolata striolata (Emberiza), 217. 
striolatus (Anthus), 289. 
stulta (Petronia), 184. 

Sturnia, 37. 

Sturnia, 37. 

Sturnidae, 27. 
sturnia (Gracula), 43. 
sturninus (Agropsar), 43. 
sturninus {Agropsar), 43. 

Sturnopastor, 61. 

Star nopastor, 61. 

Sturnornis, 46. 

Slurnornis, 46. 

Sturn us, 30. 

Stumus, 30. 

subhimachala subhimachala (Pro¬ 
per rhula), 119. 

sufihimanlialas (Corythus ), 119. 
subhimalai/ensis (P ropy rr hula), 119. 
suhsoccata {Cotyle), 233. 
subulata (Fringilla), 151. 
subundulata {Mtenia), 92. 
sumatranus ( Cor act as), 464. 
sumatranus ( Cory don), 464. 
sumatranus sumatranus (Corydon), 

464. 

superciliaris {Sturnopastor), 64. 
sylvana ( Hderura ), 299 
Vylvanus (Oreocorys), 299. 
ylvanvs {Oreocorys), 299. 

* 


taezanowskii (Montifringilla), 188. 
taezan owskii. {Onychospiza), 188. 
taivanus {Budytes), 270. 
Temenuchus, 47. 

Temenuchus, 47. 
tenuirostris ( Oriolus), 9. 
thibetana (Chrysomitris), 162. 
thibetana {Chrysomitris ), 162. 
thunbergi (Motacilla ), 269. 
thura {Carjjodacus). 123. 
tbura (Propasser), 123. 
thura {Propasser), 123, 124, 125. 
thura blythi (Propasser), 124. 
thura dubius (Propasser), 125. 
thura femininus (Propasser), 125. 
thura thura (Propasser), 123. 

(ibetana- {Calandrella), 328. 
tibetana {Chrysomitris), 162. 
topela (Munia). 92. 
torquatus {Acridotheres), 58. 
traillii (Oriolus), 14. 
traillii {Oriolus), 14. 
traillii {Pastor), 14. 
trigonostigma {Certliia ), 424. 
trigonostigma (Dicaeum), 424. 
trigonostigma {Diceeum), 425. 
trigonostigma rubropygium (Di- 
cam m), 425. 

frig nonostigma rubropygium {Di¬ 
ceeum), 425. 

tristis (Acridotheres), 53. 
tristis {Acridotheres), 53. 
tristis {Paradisea), 53. 
tristis melanosternus (Acridotheres), 
55. 

tristis tristis (Acridotheres), 53. 
trivialis ( Alauda ), 279, 280. 
trivialis (Anthus), 278. 
trivialis {Anthus), 279. 
trivialis haringtoni (Autlius), 280. 
trivialis haringtoni {Anthus), 280. 
trivialis hodgsoni {Anthus), 281. 
trivialis trivialis (Anthus), 279. 
turd if or mis {Pastor), 37. 
turdilormis (Sturnia), 37. 
tgtleri {Calomis ), 23. 
tytleri {Hirundo), 242. 


urbica {Chelidon), 226. 

urbica (Deliobon), 226. 

urbica {Hirundo), 226. 

urbica cashmericnsis (Delichon), 228. 

urbica urbica (Delichon), 226. 

urbica whiteleyi (Delichon), 229. 

Uroloncha, 81. 

Uroloncha, 81. 


victories {JEthopyga), 392. 
victories {Pyrrhula), 113. 


misr/fy 
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vigor si ( Mthopyga ;), 381. 
vigorsi (Cinnyris ). 381. 
vinaccns (Carpodacus ), 133. 
vinaceus vinaceus (Propasser), 133. 
vincens (Acmonorhynchus), 434. 
vincens (. Acmonorhynchus ), 434. 
vincens ( Prionochilus ), 434. 
vircscens (Dicceum), 431. 
viridis (Calyptomena), 475. 
virixlis ( Ccdyptomena ), 475. 
vulgaris (Sturnus), 31. 
vulgaris (Sturnus ), 31. 
vulgaris dressed (Sturnus), 35. 
vulgaris dzungaricus (Sturnus), 35. 
vulgaris humii (Sturnus), 31. 
vulgaris minor (Sturnus), 33. 
vulgaris nobilior (Sturnus), 34. 
vulgaris poltaratzskii (Sturnus), 34. 
vulgaris porpliyronotus (Sturnus), 32. 

whiteleyi ( Chelidon ), 2:29. 

xanthochlora (Anthreptes ), 412. 


xanthocollis (Fringilla ), 166. 
xanthocollis (Gymnoris). 166. 
xanthocollis transfuga (Gymnoris), 
168. 

xauthocollis xantliocollis (Gymnoris), 
166. 

xanthonotus ( Oriolus), 13. 
xanthonotus xanthonotus ( Oriolus) 
13. 

xanthomis ( Coracias), 11. 
xanthornis (Oriolus), 11. 
xanthornis ceylonensis (Oriolus), 12. 
xanthornis xanthornis (Oriolus), 11. 


yunnanensis (Ember iza), 207. 


zeylonica (Arachnechthra), 406. 
zeylonica (Certhia), 406. 
zeylonica (Leptocoma), 406. 
Zosteropidm, 357. 

Zosterops, 357. 

Zoster ops, 357. 
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